
d /. 


/ 


*€-■■■: - 


« 



x 

\ 

& 

4 


‘se 


i: 


C; 




a >** 






: -<- 

? t: 


r# 




■r 


> 


THE 




No. 66,207 



TIMES 


THURSDAY MAY 211998/ »®w\ 

1 " " ■ _ .. 1 //* -■£- i»r: —"■■*■■ v> 


http:/Awvw.the-times.co.uk 


THURSDAY 




DPP boss decides to bow out early to ease in the changes 



Dame Barbara: “it was 
my decision to go” 


By Frances Gibb 
LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

DAME Barbara Mills. QC. Direc¬ 
tor of Public Prosecutions, an¬ 
nounced yesterday she will leave 
her post early ending weeks of 
speculation about her future as 
head of the Crown Prosecution 
Service. 

The abrupt announcement, made 
without warning, comes just two 
weeks before publication of a major 
report into the service which is 
expected to contain a damning 
indictment of the organisation. 

It also marks the climax of a 
fiercely-fought Whitehall battle by 


the DPP for her £100.000 a year job 
as head of the service, a post she has 
held since April 1992, until her 
contract expires next April. 

Instead a new DPP will be 
advertised for and she will stay only 
until a successor is found. 

Ministers privately believed that 
the much-delayed report by Sir fain 
GlideweM. which will recommend 
an overhaul of the service and the 
way it is run. made her position 
untenable. In recent weeks Dame 
Barbara. 57, has contested drafts of 
the report, seeking to ensure her 
side was put and amassing counter- 
statistics. 

A senior civil servant. Dame 


Barbara is believed to have sought 
legal advice about her position from 
Sir Richard Wilson, the Cabinet 
Secretary. One Whitehall source, 
asked if she had put up a fight, said: 
“That's the understatement of the 
century.” 

Yesterday Dame Barbara said 
her departure had nothing to do 
with the Glidewell report. ”1 have 
not been pushed out, 1 am not 
resigning. I have made a decision — 
and it is my decision — that it would 
better for my successor to be 
appointed when the new procedures 
and arrangements are coming in." 
She said she had been thinking 
about the decision for some time. “I 


decided it was much more in the 
interests of the CPS that I should tell 
the Attorney-General my derision." 
ft was better, she added, to have an 
“orderly hand over" to the new 
DPP. 

Dame Barbara suggested to John 
Morris. QC. the Attorney-General, 
and he agreed, that the search for 
her successor should begin now. 

Mr Morris paid tribute to Dame 
Barbara's strong and positive lead¬ 
ership and the Prime Minister's 
official spokesman said Mr Blair 
thought she had done an extremely 
good job. But privately ministers 
believed she could not survive the 
report in to the workings of the 


service. Among its recommenda¬ 
tions are expected to be the creation 
of a new chief executive to oversee 
the administration of the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

The service is expected to be 
reorganised into 42 areas, breaking 
up the current 13 regions and 
making it more locally accountable. 

Sir lain Glidewell. a former Court 
of Appeal judge, was appointed by 
Mr Morris in June last year to 
conduct an independent inquiry 
into the workings of the service 
because of minister? concern over 
falling convictions when crime was 
rising, ft is thought that although 
Sh Iain’s report, likely to be 


published shortly after Parliament's 
Whitsun recess, will not be a 
persona) attack on Dame Barbara, 
it will list a string of criticisms of the 
organisation she has presided over 
for six years. 

Red Broughton, national chair¬ 
man of the Pbtioe Federation of 
England and Wales, said they had 
Jong been “highly critical" of the 
CPS. Sergeant Mike Bennett, 
chairman of the Metropolitan Police 
Federation — who has dubbed the 
CPS “Criminal Protection Society" 
— welcomed the news: "She should 
have gone a long time ago.” 

Abrupt end. page 2 




MPs angry over newspaper deals 

Freed nurse 
to face trial 
in Britain 

By Carol Midgley, Michael Binyon and Roger Maynard 


LUCILLE McLAUCHLAN, 
one of the two British nurses 
who will arrive in London 
today after being freed from 
jail in Saudi Arabia, has been 
summoned to appear in a 
Scottish court next month 
charged with stealing £1,740 
from a dying Aids patient 

The Procurator Fiscal in 
Dundee obtained a warrant 
riling her to appear at Dundee 
Sheriff Court on June 18 after 
learning yesterday that she 
was coming home. 

McLauchlan, 32, and Deb¬ 
orah Parry, 39, were released 
from prison m Dammam 
yesterday, after being held for 
17 months for the murder of 
fellow nurse Yvonne Gilford. 
King Fahd issued an order 
commuting their sentence, but 
their convictions have not 
ban overturned. 

The women will fly back to a 
bitter row over the deals their 
families have signed with two 
national newspapers and the 
Press Complaints Commis¬ 
sion has bon asked to inter¬ 
vene to prevent them being 
paid a reported £125.000 each 



"Next time I'm going to 
commit a crime I can flog 
to a newspaper* 


RADIO. . 

.50,51 

/’WEATHER..._ 

. 26 

"CROSSWORDS.... 

.26,52 

T,KTTF C S _ 

.23 

OBITUARIES ...... 

.25 

MARK MAZOWER— 22 1 

; arts - • - .... 

.36-39 ! 

CHESS & BRIDGE.... 44 

COURT & SOCIAL 24 

-BUSINESS,- 

..27-33 

BG0Y&MIND... 

...-.20 

LAW REPORT-.... 

_43 


Austria Sc& 50 ; Belgium B Frs toft 
Canada * 3 - 50 ; canaries pc 325 ; 
Cyprus CE.I jo: Denmark DXr tS-Oft 
Finland fmE 3050 : France F t&ott 
Germany-DM 4 . 5 &GibraJi»r wp. 
Greece Dr 650 : Netherlands Fj^s.sft 

MsSelra^ Esc ^ 350 ^ MaJfe 45 e 
Morocco Dir 3000 : Norway K£ 25 . 0 ft 
Portugal con Esc 35 ft spun Pte 325 . 
Sweden s^r 25 . 00 ; SWlBCTiand S Frs 
5 . 0 ft Tunisia Din 3 . 200 ; USA * 3 . 50 . 


21 



40“046244 


by The Mirror and The 
Express- 

The Labour MP George 
Galloway, who denounced the 
payments as “blood money” 
and a Ttlack eye" for the 
British and Saudi Govern¬ 
ments. filed a formal com¬ 
plaint to the FCC. But Piers 
Morgan, editor of The Mirror . 
said that publication of the 
women's stories was in the 
public interest. 

Clause lb of the Code of 
Practice states that payment 
must not be made to convicted 
or confessed criminals or to 
their associates unless the 
material concerned should be 
published in the public inter¬ 
est and “payment is necessary 
for this to be done" 

Members of the culture 
select committee also opposed 
the deals. The Labour MP 
Claire Ward, said: “Both these 
women should be grateful 
they are coming home, not 
seeking to profit from this 
case.” And the Conservative 
Damian Green said: “It 
seems that the press will never 
learn. Every rime they do 
something like this they make 
it more likely that a Govern¬ 
ment will be forced to take 
legislative measures." 

The PCC said it had re¬ 
ceived several telephone com¬ 
plaints about the newspaper 
contracts and two written 
ones. But it would not use 
prior restraint to stop the 
payments being made because 
publishing the women’s sto¬ 
ries may be in public interest 

Max Clifford, who negotiat¬ 
ed the contract between Mc¬ 
Lauchlan and The Mirror on 


Tuesday evening, said that he 
had received an "avalanche" 
of offers from television, radio, 
book publishers and film com¬ 
panies. “If the diaries contain 
what f have been told they 
contain, they will be sensation¬ 
al," he said, adding that he 
believed in the women’s inno¬ 
cence and would not be in¬ 
volved if he did not. 

Mr Morgan said: “In our 
view this is a clear cut case of 
miscarriage of justice. There 
was no real evidence against 
them and their confessions 
were beaten out of them 
through physical and sexual 
abuse. We have paid Lucille 
McLauchlan a substantia) 
sum to provide some small 
compensation for two years 
spent in primitive, barbaric 
conditions. There is obvious 
and compelling public interest 
in this story, and because we 
believe her to be innocent 
there is no breach of the Press 
Complaints Commission 
Code of Conduct 

“If she was guilty of murder, 
would the Prime Minister 
have gone to such lengths to 
intervene and get her re¬ 
leased? As to George Gallo¬ 
way’s ludicrous statement. I 
don’t think we need to defend 
our ethical and moral position 
to a man who spends his 
lunchtime cosying up to 
Saddam Hussein and his eve¬ 
nings dining with Colonel 
Gaddafi." 

The two nurses have been 
held since December 1996 for 
the murder of Miss Gilford. 
Parry was convicted last Au¬ 
gust of stabbing Miss Gilford 
and was sentenced to death. 
McLauchlan was held to be an 
accessory and sentenced to 
eight years in prison and 500 
lashes. Party escaped behead¬ 
ing after Miss Gilford’s broth¬ 
er. Frank, agreed to accept 
$1.1 million “Wood money". 

The money is being held in 
Australia and Mr Gilford's 
lawyer has railed for it to be 
paid immediately. 

Mr Gilford said: “1 reckon 
they should honour their 
deal," adding that he had no 
feelings about the nurses* re¬ 
lease. But his wire. Laurel 
said: “It is just maddening 
that they have got off. but 
nothing we can say can bring 
Yvonne back." 

Nurse’s past, page 3 
Leading article, page 23 



Uza Minnelli arriving for the vigil service for Frank Sinatra on Tuesday night 

Sinatra’s final farewell 


From Giles Whitteixin los angeles 


FRANK SINATRA was bur¬ 
ied next to his parents last 
night after a private funeral 
and a packed vigil at which he 
was remembered as a great 
man — if not always a good 
one. 

His coffin bedecked by a 
thousand white gardenias. 
Sinatra’s final journey began 
on Tuesday night on the 
shoulders of friends and fel¬ 


low performers. Several gen¬ 
erations of Hollywood lumin¬ 
aries — among them Kirk 
Douglas. Jack Lemmon, Liza 
Minnelli, Tom SeUeck and 
Diana Ross — followed the 
casket into the lavishly deco¬ 
rated Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church in Beverly Hills. 

As they passed between the 
pillars garlanded with ivy and 
white roses, mourners were 



Minnelli in one of her last appearances with Sinatra 


handed memorial cards with a 
photograph of a smiling 
Sinatra holding a puppy on 
one side, and the prayer of St 
Francis of Assisi on ine other. 

Inside, his fellow balladeer 
Tony Bennett told the congre¬ 
gation of several hundred that 
Sinatrai “studied the human 
condition, and that's what he 
put in his music", while 
Cardinal Roger Mahoney said 
in his homily that Sinatra* 
greatness came from being 
able to see beyond his own 
struggles and failings and 
encourage others to follow 
suit. 

Many of those at the vigil 
returned to the church yester¬ 
day for the funeral, which was 
followed by burial at the 
Desert Memorial Park near 
Palm Springs. The coffin was 
draped with an American flag 
and accompanied by a mili¬ 
tary guard of honour. 


Blair puts 
five pledges 
in writing 
to Unionists 

By Philip Webster. 

Martin FLetcher 
and Audrey Magee 

WAVERING Unionists were 
offered a signed pledge by 
Tony Blair last night as polls 
suggested that they might be 
swmging back behind the 
peace aooont 

As Northern Ireland pre¬ 
pared to cast die most impor¬ 
tant vote in its 77-year history 
tomorro w , the Prime Minister 
made five promises on the 
issues most worrying Union¬ 
ists. Those handwritten prom¬ 
ises formed the backdrop for 
his final campaign speech in 
the predominantly Protestant 
town of Coleraine; and win be 
unveiled in poster form in 
Belfast today. 

Emphasising his position as 
Prime Minister of the entire 
United Kingdom, Mr Blair 
solemnly promised that those 
who used or threatened vio¬ 
lence would be excluded from 
Northern Ireland’s govern¬ 
ment, and that terrorist pris¬ 
oners would not be released 
unless violence was perma¬ 
nently renounced. 

Mr Blair, who arrived with 
William Hague to stress cross- 
party support for the accord, 
also pledged no change in the 
province's constitutional pos¬ 
ition without majority con¬ 
sent devolved powers, and 
fairness and equality for all. 

The Prime Minister’s per¬ 
sonal guarantee was unprece¬ 
dented. according to political 
historians, but had obvious 
resonance for Unionists. 

In 1912 Edward Carson, the 
Continued on page 2, col 5 
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Value 

C- At 30p on weekday 
The Tines is better value 
than ever before, better 
value than any other 
national newspaper. 

C The limes is he sports 
paper that brings you Lynne 
truss and Danny Baker. 

O The Times is the opinion 
paper that brings you 
Simon Jenkins, Matthew 
Pants, WBBam Rees-Mogg 
and Libby Purves. 

C Ifee Times is the medical 
paper that brings 
) Dr Thomas Stuttaford. 



Decision day, page 7 
Leading article, page 23 


J The lines has the top 
critics for the arts, the top 
analysts of the economy, 

; and every day, Peter 
! Brookes, the country’s 
; finest cartoonist 

! C White The Dady 
| Telegraph, The Guardian 
; and The Independent each 
■ costs 45p a day, and the 
! Daily Mail and 7he Express 
| each costs 35p, the 84 
! bro a dshee t paffis of The 
j Tiroes today cost only 30p. 

: O Because of the quarity, 
i range and value of The 
i Times, its sales haw more 
: than doubled in the past 
I four years, particularly 
: among young readers and 
i the affluent ABCls. 

i ■ 

• C Today that value has 
1 never been better. 


Drama team quits 
Arts Council 


By Damian Whitworth 


THE Arts Council's entire 
Drama Advisory Panel, in¬ 
cluding some of the most dis¬ 
tinguished figures in the the¬ 
atre, resigned last night 
because they said they faced 
being turned into “token 
luwies" by their new leader¬ 
ship. 

In a letter to The Tunes 
today, the panel’s members 
state that they feared that a 
planned overhaul of the Arts 
Council would lead to arts 
practitioners being sidelined 
in favour of the new executive, 
which is led by Gerry Robin¬ 
son. the businessman who 
took over as chairman on May 
1. The -letter’s signatories in¬ 
clude Thelma Holt, the pro¬ 
ducer, Alan Ayckbourn, the 
playwright, the directors Sam 
Mendes and Michael Atten¬ 


borough and Jude Kelly, the 
artistic director of the West 
Yorkshire Playhouse. Ms 
Holt, who was chairman of 
the panel, said last night that 
Mr Robinson “clearly knows 
nothing about the arts”. 

The letter states that the 
panel feared that funding 
decisions would be made by a 
“cultural bureaucracy less ac¬ 
countable, less accessible, and 
increasingly remote from the 
artists and audiences which 
the Arts Council exists to fund, 
develop and encourage". 

The Arts Council annually 
distributes almost £400 mil¬ 
lion. Last night Mr Robinson 
said in a statement that the 
organisation regretted Ms 
Holt’s reisgnation. 

Letters, page 23 
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Whoops! My turn to creep after case of mistaken identity 

. .hut rammed wllh I 



Savidge the real creep 


OUR MPs' tailings are fam¬ 
ous but the breed also has 
virtues and these are less well 
known. Unlike peers, MPs 
almost never complain to 
journalists about being insult¬ 
ed or abused in print. If it 
hurts only a few let it show, 
most regarding name-calling 
as part of the job: they dish it 
out and, on the whole, they 
can take it In a decade of 
reporting the Commons, this 
sketch writer can count on the 
fingers of one hand those 
MPs who have ever been 
seriously unpleasant about 
anything I have written, and 
that is not because the sketch 
is always kind or fair. It is not 
Errors of fact creep in too. 


hopefully not too often. Take 
yesterday... 

Malcolm Savidge MP, who 
turned 52 a fortnight ago, is a 
new Scottish Labour back¬ 
bencher. With a shortish face, 
a wide forehead, spectacles, a 
friendly expression and 
receeding hair, Mr Savidge 
won Aberdeen North last 
May. 

Ross Cranston MP, a new 
Scottish labour backbencher, 
will be 50 this July. With a 
shortish face, a wide fore¬ 
head. spectacles, a friendly 
expression and receeding 
hair, Mr Cranston won Dud¬ 
ley North last May. 

Yesterday J accused Mr 
Cranston of being a creep. A 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



bespectacled, balding. Scot¬ 
tish Labour backbencher 
asked Scottish Office minis¬ 
ters to outline the impact that 
government polity was haw¬ 
ing on hospital provision in 
north Scotland. 

It was Mr Savidge. I 
expected quite a rocket from 
Cranston, and opened foe 
envelope with a green portcul¬ 
lis crest with trepidation. . 

But Cranston had written 
me the mildest nicest of notes. 
His words were not intended 


Matters of style oust 
‘Commissar Babs’ 


THE abrupt early retirement 
of Dame Barbara Mills will be 
seen as a humiliating end to 
one of the most high-profile 
careers in the legal system. 

As with her predecessor. Sir 
Allan Green, who resigned as 
Director of Public Prosecu¬ 
tions in disgrace after being 
stopped allegedly kerhcrawl- 
ing. stewardship of the prose¬ 
cution system seems to have 
turned into a poisoned chalice. 
In her six years, she has 
become synonymous with the 
worst aspects of the Crown 
Prosecution Service; its over¬ 
blown, top-heavy bureaucra¬ 
cy. its poor morale and 
intimidatory civil service men¬ 
tality where everyone must toe 
the line. 

She has also become widely 
disliked for an abrasive and 
bossy management style 
which earned her the nick¬ 
name of “Babs the Commis¬ 
sar" among barristers who 
were once her colleagues but 
grew to regard her almost as a 
traitor. 

Dame Barbara came to the 
post of Director of Public 
Prosecutions six years ago. 
amid much trumpeting 
because she was the first 
woman to be appointed to the 
job. Before that, she had been 
head of the Serious Fraud 
Office but left before she 
attracted much of the stigma 
of its series of failed 
prosecutions. 

She was a successful QC — 


Frances Gibb looks back on the 
rise and fall of woman who ruled 
over failure at prosecution service 


she prosecuted Michael 
Fagan, who broke into Buck¬ 
ingham Palace; defended Win¬ 
ston Silcort, charged with the 
murder of PC Keith Blakelock 
and was one of the chief 
prosecutors in the Guinness 
trial. It was not long before 
lawyers were accusing her of 
losing faith with the tenets of 
the Bar and the need for a fair 
and effective justice system 
where the prosecution and 
defence cards are evenly 
stacked. 

Nor did they like her ambi¬ 
tions to win the right for her 
own prosecutors to bring cases 
in the crown court The job of 
DPP was never going to be an 
easy one: the Crown Prosecu¬ 
tion Service, then just five 
years old. had got off to a lame 
start with inadequate funding 
and a shortage of lawyers. 

Dame Barbara succeeded in 
beefing up its centra) organis¬ 
ation. issued national stan¬ 
dards to bring uniformity of 
performance and was zealous 
in promoting her new brief, 
right or wrong, although 
wrong is never admitted. 

One observer said; “Barba¬ 
ra is very can-do. Whatever 
she is asked, she will do it. But 


sometimes she should have 
stood back and said — this is 
not what should be done." 

Gradually her new tough 
can-do management style 
began to rebound. Lawyers 
resented being turned into 
pen-pushers and being re¬ 
moved from their core work of 
making derisions on prosecu¬ 
tions. Her detractors say that 
she has become a pure bur¬ 
eaucrat, swamping foe service 
with management diktats and 
form-filling. 

A MORI poll based on 
views of two thirds of the 
lawyers in the service in 1996 
found staff demoralised about 
foe new management culture, 
their excessive workloads and 
emphasis on administration. 
The ratings, MORI said, were 
the worst it had ever polled 
among 400 organisations in 
40 years. 

Within weeks of assuming 
ofice, the new Home Secretary 
and Attorney General made 
clear they were turning their 
sights on the CPS, chiefly 
because of concern over what 
looked like as fell of one third 
in foe rate of convictions 
against a background of rising 
crime. They also announced a 


reorganisation of the service, 
to break up its large 13 areas 
and create smaller regions in 
line with police force areas — a 
move which effectively ditched 
a reform brought in by Dame 
Barbara herself when she cut 
the number of areas from 31 to 
13 — reform, she said at the 
time, that was vital for the 
future. Within three months, 
she was fighting for her future 
when the High Court last July 
castigated her failure to prose¬ 
cute police officers after three 
deaths in custody. She was 
forced to reconsider her 
derisions. 

Her defenders say foe job is 
a “no win" one; that she has 
made the CPS more efficient 
and consistent than when set 
up 10 years ago through Such 
measures as national charg¬ 
ing standards; that she has to 
struggle with inadequate re¬ 
sources and that, with energy 
and zeal, she has put it the 
CPS — once a joke service — 
on foe map. 

She is also a fighter and is 
fiercely defensive of foe organ¬ 
isation. She has never accept¬ 
ed that convictions are foiling; 
any foil, she says, is attribut¬ 
able to foe lack of cases being 
charged by police. Whatever 
the truth of the debate over 
statistics, some say she had to 
leave a post where she ha?, 
become inextricably identified 
with what the forthcoming 
GlideweU report will condemn 
as a deficient service. 
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printing costs. AU in all. we think they’re revolutionary. 
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for publication but he will not 
mind; 

“ Wrong person! Actually at 
the time I was with SO vaccine 
damaged children and par¬ 
ents. They are a forgotten 
people — and have a great 
deal of justice on their side. 
Any hap you can give this 
would be appreciated. Yours 
sincerely. Ross.” 

I rang him to apologise. 
“Easy mistake.” he saRL 
“ill try to correct it in a 
future sketch," I said. 


“Don’t bother." he said. 

My postbag contained 
another letter from an MP. 
Patrick NicholJs (G Teign- 
bridge). This sketch is consis¬ 
tently rude about Mr 
Nicholls. On Monday he had 
made a plea for understand¬ 
ing for President Suharto. 
Yesterday’s sketch implied 
that Nicholis's opinion was 
absurd, that he might as well 
apologise for Stalin and Pol 
Pot — and described him as a 
terrier-like fellow whom hist¬ 
ory was unlikely to judge 
kindly. 

My letter from Nicholls 
thanked me, tongue-in-cheek, 
for foe publicity, made no 
complaint about my personal 


remarks- but returned with 
polite insistence to his argu¬ 
ment. which was that, for •ah 
his failings. Suharto had 
achieved more than u was 
fashionable at present to al¬ 
low. The MP asked me to 
think about what he had 
actually said, rather than the 
way the House had chosen to 
take it. 

VVe mock our politicians a 
great deal. 1 make a living by 
iL It is worth reflecting, some¬ 
times. that this is an assembly 
of men and women who are 
paid less than many journal¬ 
ists. who work hard, who take 
a lot of knocks, and who often 
mean what they say and are 
doing their best 
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Tony Blair’s handwritten pledge to Unionists urging them to back the accord 

Blair’s pledge to Unionists 


Continued from page 1 
father of Ulster Unionism, 
published a “Solemn League 
and Covenant” against Irish 
Home Rule that many of the 
450,000 signatories signed in 
their own blood. 

Ministers said Mr Blair 
fared his biggest challenge 
since the election to secure a 65 
per cent “yes” vote. Anything 
less would mean a majority of 
Unionists had voted against 
and could render the agree¬ 
ment unworkable. However, a 
poll in today* Irish Times 
shows 60 per cent overall 
support for foe accord with 25 
per cent against and 15 unde¬ 
cided. The equivalent figures a 
week earlier were 56. 25 and 


Protection 
in court for 
rape victims 

By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

RAPE victims, diOdreo and 
the mentally fll are to be given 
extra protection in court under 
a charter for. vulnerable wit¬ 
nesses being prepared by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary. 

Rape victims will no longer 
fore questioning about their 
sexual experiences. They will 
also be spared cross-examina¬ 
tion by those accused who 
defend themselves. Counsel 
nominated by the court will 
step in on their behalf. 

Releasing details of the 
plans yesterday at the annual 
conference of the Police Feder¬ 
ation in Bournemouth, Mr 
Straw acknowledged a change 
in the way that polios dealt 
with rape cases. Defendants 
needed protection but foe vic¬ 
tims of rape and other serious 
sexual crimes deserved protec¬ 
tion too. 

The proposals for children 
and disabled witnesses are 
expected u be announced next 
month and could include 
greater use of live video links. 
Better protection will be of¬ 
fered to victims and witnesses 
from the early stages of a case 
up to the court appearance. 

The measures will be intro¬ 
duced in the autumn in a new 
criminal justice Bill. 


19. suggesting undecided 
Unionists may be swinging 
behind foe accord. An Irish 
Independent poll yesterday 
showed 44 per cent of David 
Trimble’s Ulster Unionist Par¬ 
ty in Favour. 14 per cent 
against and 41 per rent unde¬ 
cided. Mr Trimble, buoyed by 
foe success of Tuesday night's 
rock concert attacked Ian 
Paisley and Bob McCartney, 
leaders of foe “no” campaign, 
saying they offered “no alter¬ 
native. no vision, no hope and 
no achievement”. 

President Clinton sent a 
message to foe News Letter, 
foe province’s biggest Protes¬ 
tant newspaper, saying; “I 
urge you to make the choice 


Irvine wins over 
Labour MPs with 
tale of his roots 

By Jill Sherman and Andrew Pierce 


LORD IRVINE of Lairg yes¬ 
terday won over Labour back¬ 
benchers with a passionate 
declaration of his ideological 
roots and a humble aside 
about the £59,000 wallpaper 
affair. 

Making the first appear¬ 
ance of a Lord Chancellor 
before Labour MPs, Lord 
Irvine sailed through what 
was widely expected io be a 
hostile grilling. Derry Irvine, 
one of the Prime Minister's 
closest allies, is also one of the 
most unpopular ministers, ac¬ 
cording to the latest poll. 

But yesterday, MPs es¬ 
chewed "questions about Pugin 
wallpaper, tables and chairs 
and devoted their questions to 
more erudite matters such as 
amendments to the Human 
Rights Bill and the Freedom of 
Information Bill. 

A well-prepared Lord Irvine 
charmed his way through JO 
minutes of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party meeting, al¬ 
though some of the more vocal 
MPs. such as Dennis Skinner, 
left before he spoke. Some said 
that foe Lord Chancellor was 
nervous and determined to 
endear himself to his Old 


Labour critics. “He talked 
about the fact that he had been 
a member of the Labour Party 
since he was 17. That he was a 
' great friend of John Smith's, 
and that he was determined to 
abolish heriditary peers." said 
one MP. “He wanted to be one 
of us. 

“He pitched it exactly right. 
He hit foe right note." said 
another MP. “It was a good 
performance for someone who 
has never been to the PLP.” 

Others were slighly less 
charitable. “Well, he per¬ 
formed better than when he 
appeared before us." said one 
Welsh MP. 

Lord Irvine dismissed Tory 
attacks on the refurbishment 
of his apartment as “sheer 
hypocrisy," making clear that 
they had originally supported 
the programme. “This is a 
Grade 1 listed building, and 
the proposals were the unani- , 
mous decisions of House of 
Lords Committees, which in- 1 
eluded Tory members," he 
said. He regretted that the 
wallpaper issue had deflected 
attention from more serious 
matters, and thanked MPS for 
their support over the Issue. 
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for peace." Richard Branson, 
the billionaire tycoon, arrived 
in Belfast to lend his support. 
He promised flights foil of 
American and European tour¬ 
ists. and to open more shops 
and cinemas in Northern Ire¬ 
land, if foe accord was imple¬ 
mented. Even Gerry Adams 
offered Mr Trimble discreet 
help by admitting that the 
Balcombe Street gang’s trium¬ 
phant appearance at Sinn 
Fein's conference was a 
mistake. 

Dr Paisley called Mr Blair's 
third Belfast .visit a “desperate 
last throw of the dice”. 

. Decision day. pages? 
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British sea 
‘among 
dirtiest’ 

The water at British beaches is 
among foe dirtiest in Europe 
and foe quality is deteriorat¬ 
ing. the EU Commission said 
yesterday. Beaches around 
Blackpool are the least healthy 
in which to take a dip, accord¬ 
ing the the Commission’s an¬ 
nual report on 13.000 sea and 
inland bathing areas which 
are monitored for compliance 
with the EU's 1975 directive on 
water quality. Other bad spots 
are mainly along foe Channel 
and in foe southwest, al¬ 
though the area also boasts 
high-quality waters. 

The countries with foe 
cleanest seaside water are 
Belgium. Greece. Spain and 
Ireland. Denmark and Italy 
although all but Belgium have 
some poor spots. 

World Cup case 

Organisers of foe World Cup 
have been brought before a 
Paris court, accused of break¬ 
ing EU laws by following a a 
"discriminatory" system of 
ticket distribution. Some 32 
Members of the European 
Rarliamenr have filed suit in 
Paris urging the court to force 
the French organisers to dis-j./ 
tribute 750,000 tickets allocal- .. 
ed to corporate sponsors. , .’ 

Challenge fails 

Denis Riordan, a leetuxe^fc* > 
marine bieJogy at foe 
ick Institute for TechnbT^fe 
failed foh^egal challenge^- 
stop the Irish Republic voting"' 
tomorrow in the referendum 
which, he said, was unconsti¬ 
tutional and could not pro¬ 
ceed. He also claimed that the 
Irish Government had no 
right to release prisoners. 

Yes campaign, page 7 

Hanging vote 

A move that in effect blocks 
future Commons attempts to 
bring back foe death penalty 
was carried by a 158 majority 
in a free vote of MPs last night. 
During the committee stage of 
foe Human Rights Bill, MPs 
voted 294 to 136 to adopt two 
clauses of a European protocol 
that would place a constitu¬ 
tional bar on capital 
punishment. 

Diana school 

Mohamed Al Fayed will be the 
new owner of the Kent school 
where Diana, Princess of 
Wales rvas a pupil, after foe 
Charity Commission yester¬ 
day accepted his £23 million 
bid for the site. The million^ 
aire chairman of Hatreds will 
now turn West Heath school 
in Seven oaks, where Diana 
sat her O levels, into a school 
for traumatised children. 

Weed’s glory 

A common garden weed has 
been awarded a prize at the 
Chelsea Flower Show in recog¬ 
nition of its contribution to the 
advancement of science in - 
unravelling foe genetic blue¬ 
print of other crops. Thale 
cress, or Arabidopsis 
(haliana , won a silver medal 
in the education and science 
section. It was exhibit by the 
John lnnes Centre. Norwich. 


Promise of help for child migrants 


By Alexandra Frean, social affairs correspondent 
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THE Government yesterday pledged to 
do more to relieve hardship and emotion¬ 
al distress among thousands of British 
subjects sent as small children to repopu¬ 
late the far-flung comers of foe Common¬ 
wealth with pure white stock. 

Giving evidence to a Commons Health 
Committee inquiry. Tom Luce, head of 
the Department of Health's Social Care 
group, accepted that the Government had 
an important role to play in helping 
former British child migrants find official 
documents that would help them to trace 
foeir families in Britain and, in some 
cases. lead them to discovering their true 
identity and date of birth. 

Mr Luce said, however, that the 
Government did not bear sole responsi¬ 
bility for the policy of child migration, 
under which more than 100.000 young¬ 
sters aged 3 to 17 were exported from 
children’s homes to a supposedly better 
life between 1850 and 1967. The govern¬ 


ments of Canada and Australia and other 
dominion territories that received the 
children, as well as organisations includ¬ 
ing Bamados and National Children’s 
Homes which exported the children, also 
had a role io play. "We are ready to take 
future initiatives as soon as it becomes 
clear what the must sensible ones io make 
arc," Mr Luce said. 

MPs were lold that child migrants were 
frequently mistreated and exploited. 
Some were told that their families were 
dead, others were split from siblings who 
were sent io different countries. 

Mr Luce denied accusations from 
David Hinchdif fe. the Labour chair of die 
committee, that there had been a high- 
level cover-up of the child migration 
policy. He also denied a charge from John 
Austin, Labour MP for Erith and 
Thamesmead, foal government depart¬ 
ments had been guilty or “calculated 
deception" and “bureaucratic indiffer¬ 


ence" in responding to requests fn 
former child migrants for information 

Mr Luce said that tracing foe orig 
and families of former child migrants v 
fraught with problems. "!i is difficult 
people to trace their birth records if tl 
don't know where they came from." 

The committee heard evidence fn 
two organisations representing the ini 
ests of former child migrants sent 
Canada, where li per cent of 1 
population are their descendants. 
,- u -, uvid LorenI c- founder of Hoi 
'“hddren Canada and foe son of a fom 
Child migrant, urged the committee 
create a centralised task force bringi 
together all foe government departme 
ana childcare organisations response 
tor child migration, so that informati 
and records could be accessed central!; 

The committee is due to hear evidei 
from the agencies responsible for expc 
mg children abroad next month. 
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SAUDI NURSES 3 


Past waits to 

catch up with 
freed nurse 


AIANWR1FH 


UNKNOWN to her family, 
Lucille McLauchlan was 
s a cke d from her job at the 
Kings Cross Hospital, Dun¬ 
dee- allegedly stealing 
£1,740 from a dying patient 
. With a claim of gross mis¬ 
conduct hanging over her 
nursing career in Britain, she 
seized on the chance of a fresh 
start at the King Fahd Mili¬ 
tary Medical Complex in 
Dhahran. But after just a few 
months in her new job. she 
was charged with being an 
accessory to the murder of 
colleague Yvonne Gilford. 

At first, her family, parents 
Stan and Ann McLauchlan, 
her brother John and Gance 
Grant Feme were united in alt 
their efforts on her behalf. 
Two lawyers. Peter Watson 
from Glasgow and Rodger 
Bannone from Manchester, 
moved by the family’s plight, 
offered their expertise for free, 
as did the Glasgow public 
relations company Media 
House. Fbr 1*2 years, they 
campaigned tirelessly for 
McLauchlart's release. 

But cracks in their relation¬ 
ship began to appear around 
November last year when Mr 
Feme, 30. a Dundee tyre- 
fitter. flew to Dammam Prison 
Co marry McLauchlan. Her 
brother John attended the 20- 
minute courthouse ceremony. 
Bui her parents. Mr 
McLauchlan, 53. a former 
union official m the Dundee 


By Shirley English 


LUCILLE 

MCLAUCHLAN 


shipyards. and Mrs 
McLauchlan. 50, a cleaner, 
did not When asked at the 
rime for their reaction to their 
daughter's impending mar¬ 
riage. they confessed, perhaps 
disingenuously: “It’s news to 
us." 

On his return from his 
wedding, Mr Feme entered 
into negotiations with severe! 
newspapers for the story of his 
romance with McLauchlan 
and the prison wedding snaps. 
Yesterday it emerged that the 
publicist Max Clifford was 
acting as an agent for the 
Lucille McLauchlan story and 
a six-figure deal with The 
Mirror newspaper had been 
reached. The entire family are 
believed to be a secret location 
awaiting McLauchlan*s re¬ 
turn. And the two renowned 
lawyers, who worked without 
accepting any payment, ap¬ 
peared to be surplus to 
requirements. 

Although the McLauchlan* 
are weU-liked by their neigh¬ 
bours. there were indications 
dial their daughter could ex¬ 
pea a mixed reception on her 
return home. The lucrative 
deal struck with The Mirror 
has divided opinion. 

John Thornton, 71, said: “I 
am definitely not celebrating 
and i think a lot of people in 



Grant Feme with Lucille McLauchlan: story sold 


Dundee will feel the same 
way. Nobody has thought of 
die poor lassie who was mur¬ 
dered. It’s her 1 fed for." 

A friend. Karen Rosso. 30. 
admitted some people believed 
there was “no smoke without 
fire". Bur Freda Catty, a 
former colleague, who 
launched at petition at the 
hospital pleading for her re¬ 
lease. said: “I am absolutely 
delighted- 1 have always said 
Lucille was innocent-" 

A complaint was first made 
about Ms McLauchlan in 
March 1996 while she was 
working in the Aids ward of 
the Kings Cross Hospital, it 
was alleged that she took 
£1,740 from a dying patient 
using a stolen credit card. She 
was subsequently sacked in 
May for gross misconduct, 
and a report was sent by 
Tayside Police to the Dundee 
procurator fiscal. 

Shortly afterwards, she left 
the country for a new life in 
Saudi Arabia, telling her fam¬ 
ily it was a good career move 
and that the higher wages at 
the King Fahd Military Medi¬ 
cal Complex in Dhahran 
would help her save for her 
wedding. She had become 
engaged that March. 

The Dundee procurator 
fiscal’s office had no option but 
to put court action on hold. 
When confronted by the alle¬ 
gations in Christmas 1996 at 
the time of her arrest in Saudi, 
her parents and brother, an oil 
rig worker in Indonesia, con¬ 
fessed ignorance. After 17 
months in Dammam Central 
Prison. McLauchlan will 
hardly have time to adjust to 
her new freedom, before she is 
ordered to appear at Dundee 
Sheriff Court on June 18. 

Nigel Orr. Dundee's princi¬ 
pal procurator fiscal depute, 
conformed that a decision will 
be taken on whether to prose¬ 
cute her on an outstanding 
theft charge from 1996. “I 
would imagine that a derision 
would be taken fairly quickly." 
he said. “Of course, these are 
unusual arcumstances and 
fbr that reason we would not 
wish to rush into it." 



Ambassador 
denies that 
Blair held key 
to freedom 

BY Michael Binyon and Graham Paterson 




Sandra Ashbee, Parry’s sister, leaving her Hampshire home yesterday 


Remnant of death-haunted 
family relinquishes fight 


By Stephen Farrell 

THE family of Deborah Par¬ 
ry spent yesterday with two 
reporters and a photographer 
from The Express. Her sister. 
Sandra, and brother-in-law, 
Jonathan Ashbee. her closest 
relatives after a series of 
family tragedies, have been at 
the centre of a campaign to 
have her released, flying out 
to visit her in Saudi and 
protesting her innocence. 
They live in a £200000 de¬ 
tached house in Parry’s home 
town of Alton. Hampshire. 

It was the family tragedies 
that led Parry. 40 to start a 
new life in Saudi Arabia in 
1993. convinced that her life in 
Britain was cursed. In 1979, 


DEBORAH 

PARRY 


when she was 2L her lfryear- 
old brother. Keith, died in a 
motorcycle accident, days 
after leaving sdiooL Within 
weeks, her mother. Eunice, 
drowned on a boating trip to 
Norfolk, taken to recuperate 
from the stress of her son’s 
death. 

Parry had just started nurs¬ 
ing training and carried on 
her work in Oxford and 
Worcester. In 1967. her father, 
John, a flight engineer, died 
from a heart attack and her 
brother-in-law suffered a fatal 
brain haemorrhage. After 
treatment by bereavement 


counsellors, she moved to 
Saudi ami worked at the King 
Fahd Centre, where she was 
entrusted with (he long-term 
care of a member of the Saudi 
royal family. 

Two years later, she re¬ 
turned home as a staff nurse 
and helped to establish a 
pioneering post-operative 
care unit at Kingston Hospi¬ 
tal in southwest London. She 
returned to the King Fahd 
complex in September 1996. 

When Parry returns to Brit¬ 
ain. amid fears for her health 
after coping with the spartan 
jail conditions less well than 
McLauchlan. she is expected 
to move in with her sister. Mr 
Ashbee. a banking executive, 
and their four children. 


SAUDI ARABIA did not re¬ 
lease the nurses because of 
any outside pressure or to 
safeguard trade with Britain, 
the Saudi Ambassador in Brit¬ 
ain insisted yesterday. 

Ghari aJ-Gosaibi said that 
Deborah Parry and Ludile 
McLauchlan had had theft- 
sentences commuted on hu¬ 
manitarian grounds. He said 
King Fahd had taken the 
action “as an act of mercy" in 
response to the petition pre¬ 
sented by the two women and 
because the next of kin of the 
victim had waived his right to 
retribution. 

Dr al-Gosaibi said that the 
release was not a response to 
Tony Blair’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia Jast month. The peti¬ 
tion had already been handed 
in. and the Prime Minister 
had behaved with delicacy 
and sensitivity, the ambassa¬ 
dor said. “He did not demand, 
plead or urge the case of the 
nurses, and just asked the 
status of their cases." 

Dr al-Gosaibi was con¬ 
vinced of the fairness of the 
trial, and denounced the “trial 
by media" in Britain. He said 
it was a proper trial, in a 
proper court The judges were 
pious and experienced, “ft is 
incredible that they would 
con via if they were not 100 per 
cent convinced that the women 
were guilty.” 

The Ambassador, who has 
held lengthy talks with British 
officials about the case for the 
pas! two years, expressed bit¬ 
terness that every such inci¬ 
dent in Saudi Arabia 
immediately raised questions 
in Britain about trade and 
political links. These cases 
come and go, but relations 
between our countries rest an 
a solid basis." He noted, 
wryly, dial some newspapers 
seemed almost disappointed 
that the women were not 
executed. 

However, a European diplo¬ 
mat in Riyadh said last week: 
“This has bogged down the 
British Embassy for the last 
two years. They are terrified of 
anything that could hit the 
£20 billion defence deal and 
they are terrified of the tab¬ 


loids back home." Dr al- 
Gosaibi said there was no 
provision to transfer the 
women to prison in Britain 
because the two countries had 
no such arrangement- He did 
not think any such provision 
should now be made: there 
were 30,000 Britons living in 
Saudi Arabia, and only about 
two or three criminal cases 
came to court each year. 

Saudi Arabia was not afraid 
of a backlash from the allega¬ 
tions made by the nurses 
when they arrived in Britain. 
“There is no risk to Saudi- 
British trade and no risk to 
our relations." 

However, a Saudi business¬ 
man with close links to Britain 
explained that his country was 
intensely proud of its achieve¬ 
ments. and highly sensitive to 
any criticism that would tar¬ 
nish its image as a theocratic 
state that deserved its custodi¬ 
anship of Mecca. “I fear the 


THE SAUDI 
REACTION 


tabloid newspapers will use 
Jthe nurses' release) as another 
opportunity to attack the King¬ 
dom," he said. 

Hie Ambassador said that 
the women had not been 
favourably treated because 
they were white and English. 
Black English citizens would 
have been treated the same 
way: so would black Ethiopi¬ 
ans. “They were put in die 
same prison as anyone else " 

He would not comment on 
whether 17 months was suffi¬ 
cient punishment for murder 
or whether the women should 
be paid fbr their story. This 
was not a matter for Saudi 
Arabia or its Ambassador, he 
said, noting that there was a 
“lively debate” in Britain on 
the issue of criminals being 
paid for their stories. He said 
the argument over payment of 
the "blood-money" to the vic¬ 
tim's brother in Australia did 
not concern Saudi Arabia. “It 
is none of my business nor 
that of a Saudi court. 1 have no 
idea what he keeps and what 
he gives to charity." 


A closed trial at which the 
women were kept in dark 


less 

innocent, 
doubt 


By Richard Ford 
and Frances Gibb 

TWO hand-written confes¬ 
sions with each page marked 
with a thumbprint convicted 
Deborah Party and Ludile 
McLauchlan of the murder of 
Yvonne Gilford. 

Although their release has 
been greeted with jay by their 
families, the women’s convic¬ 
tions have not been quashed. 
Their sentences have been 
commuted to the period they 
have already served, and their 
release ordered. 

So, in spite of controversy 
that the confessions were 
made after they were threat¬ 
ened with rape, they remain 
guilty over the murder. Parry 
and McLauchlan will doubt- 
daim that they are 
But is there any 
who killed Yvonne 
Gilford? 

Confessions: 

parry and McLauchlan made 
their-confessions during their 
interrogation after the discov¬ 
ery of Yvonne Gilford’S body 
in block 44 of the King Fahd 
medical centre at Dharan on 
December 11.1996. 

According to the confessions 
a violent argument erupted 
between Yvonne Gilford and 
parry over the future of their 
lesbian relationship- Parry 
picked up a kettle and threw it 
at Gilford, who fell to foe 
ground. Parry plunged a knife 
with a five-inch blade into her 
alleged lover and McLauchlan 
smothered her with a cushion. 

Eight days later they were 
arrested in the A1 Shola shop¬ 
ping mall after police were 
told foe pair had teen the last 
to see Gilford alive- The writ¬ 
ten confessions are fluent but 
there are asterisks and 
amendments in foe margins 
suggesting that both women 
were made to elaborate on 

They contain striking simi¬ 
larities. McLauchlan? state¬ 
ment starts by admitting that 
an earlier “confession" was 
-incorrect and incomplete. 

She speaks of a 

tions between Ms Gilford. 55. 

and Party. . 

“Debbie Party 
Yvonne’S kitchen and picked 
up foe kettle whidi was sitting 
— ♦*.« ctnve and threw it at 


THE EVIDENCE REVIEWED 


forehead- Yvonne fell and 
seemed dazed. 1 slapped her 
twice on the face to see if she 
was contious which she ap¬ 
peared to be at foe time." 

The statement added: "She 
(Parry) unplugged the tele¬ 
phone, went into foe kitchen 
and took a bread knife out of 
Yvonne* drawer She came 
twoards Yvonne and stabbed 
her under foe breast ... 
Debbie sat on top of her and I 
saw her stab Yvonne in the 
neck and upper back." 

“1 held the pillow over 
Yvonne’s face until she 
stopped making a noise. I 
must add I held the cushion 
over Yvonne’S face until she 
was suffocated.” 

fn her statement 
McLauchlan also admitted 
taking Ms Gilford’s wallet 
and her bank card and 
memorised foe pin number 
4663 which was also in foe 
wallet She also gave a graphic 
description of foe knife and 
she used Ms Gilford’s bank 
card to withdraw cash. 

In her statement Parry 
admits that she was having a 
lesbian affair with Ms Gilford 
and was upset when it ended 
and that all three had talked 


unitl the argument went "out 
of control” 

“Yvonne Gilford became 
agressive and hit Lucille in the 
face. 1 then stood up and took 
a kettle from foe stove and 
threw it, it broke, as it had hit 
Yvonne on foe head, she was 
dazed but very angry." 

The statement added : “l 
took a bread knife from foe 
kitchen drawer. It had a 
sera ted edge and stabbed 
Yvonne ... to her chest neck 
and back." The statement 
goes on; “In the apartment foe 
knife was washed and re¬ 
turned to the drawer, it was 
dried on a white towel from 
foe bathroom by one of us." 

In all they both wrote four 
confessions but only one from 
from each, written on Decem¬ 
ber 23 1996. was used in 
evidence. They were written 
without access to legal repre¬ 
sentation or British consular 
staff. 

Granted a meeting with 
consular staff at foe end of 
December the women alleged 
they had been forced to sign 
the confessions and were 
threatened with rape, touched 
sexually by their interrogators 
and were deprived of food. 



Vvnnne Gilford: ran money-lending scheme for nurses 


water and steep. Both women 
retracted their confessions. 

They were never told what 
they were accused of as, under 
Saudi law. the charges are 
revealed only at foe end. along 
with the verdict and sentence. 
Motive: 

The end of the lesbian affair 
was put toward as one pos¬ 
sible motive, but no evidence 
was ever produced in public. 

A second possible motive 
was that Ms Gilford was a 
money lender who intimidat¬ 
ed those who owed her money. 
Reports indicated that Ms 
Gilford abused her position as 
the senior nurse to withhold 
salary cheques from her staff, 
forcing them to borrow money 
from her at exorbitant rates. 

Defence lawyers have sug¬ 
gested that hospital security 
guards operated their own 
money lending operation and 
had warned Ms Gilford not to 
jeaparidse their sideline. Five 
guards were arrested ques¬ 
tioned and freed. All were 
sacked. 

Evidence: 

A main plank of the prosecu¬ 
tion case was that the women 
had used foe stolen credit 
card. Reports suggested that 
at least one withdrawal had 
been captured on video, but 
foe film was never produced. 

But foe reports did say that 
on at least one occasion the 
person using a hole in foe wall 
machine had requested Eng¬ 
lish language instructions. 

McLauduan was later to 
claim that her handbag was 
taken from her on her arrest 
and it was returned with Ms 
Gilford's bank card in it 
Parry is alleged to have trans¬ 
ferred 2.000 Saudi riyals 
(£354) to her account in Alton. 
Hampshire. 

A week after foe killing. 
McLauchlan withdraw £800 
from foe account 
Scientific evidence: 

No evidence was ever pro¬ 
duced publicly to prove that 
either of the women were in' 
Ms Gilford’s room on foe 
night she died. 

At their trial.the women 
spoke only to retract their 
confessions and deny murder. 
But despite their families’ 
euphorie. Parry returns home 
a convicted murderer and 
McLaughlan an accessory to 
murder. 
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lOOfc comfortable. For reservations in more than 300 hotels worldwide, including 27* in ihe UK. call 0800 221 222. 
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LATEST WORLD CUP 
SOFTWARE 




THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE | 


PC & PRINlffl PACKAGES 



lyi li 13 


FREE SCANNER 



WORLD CUP 98 




The official interactive game of 
world cup r 98. All ten 
accurately rendered stadiums. 
Commentary by Gary Lineker. 
Realistic team strategies. Real 
time in game management 


INC VAT 




AND HOIVIE 

available with ti 


START UP 
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INSTALLATION & ||| 
HOIVIE START-UP ^ 




PACKARD BELL 

233MHz Intel Pentium* II Processor 

A great value entry level PC with software 
worth over £1000 f . The perfect introduction 
to computing. 

32Mb RAM. ZlGb Hard Disk. 256k Cache 

24 x Multimedia. 2Mb Graphics. 14" Colour Monitor. 

MODEL: 9033. 

[w«1 COLOUR INKJET PRINTER-The perfect 
printer for everyday use. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution. MOOR: Lexmark Colorist 1000. 

[p5b 1 FREE COLOUR SCANNER - Bring pictures & 
documents to fife by scanning them into your PC 

600 x 7200 dpi optical resolution. MODEL; Pnmax Colorado MOO. 

[*»*) FREE INSTALLATION & HOME START UP 

PACKAGE PRICE 
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MONOPOLY! 


teafee tour item anj win the norid 


nfclsidadi die cadi Abed ni 
deal tor jwr fmouie team bdd the 
utemue Ankara and morel 


3 UONS 

The offidd England team 
game (or world cup 'SB. 
Featuring 50 International 
teams tram die past and 
present including the 1966 
winning team. 


PRINTERS 
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EVER 
PRICE ' 
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FREE 
SCANNER 



Colour InkJet Printer. 

Up to 1440 x 720 dpi resolution (black and 
colour). Up to 6 pages per minute (black) and 
4 pages per minute (colour). Indudes Picture 
Perfect Pack Image Editing Suite. 

Was £249l£209: £199. 

MODEL: Stylus 600. 
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FREE 
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INSTALLATION & 
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HEWLETT PACKARD 

CokMr InkJet Printer. 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution 
(black) and 300 dpi (colour). 
Indudes HP's ColourSmart 
technology. 

Vtos*W!r £149. 

MODEL 
D«tj«670c. 



F K 


Cokmr InkJet Printer urith 
Ad Golov Somer. 

Up to 720 x 360 dpi resolution. 

Up to 4.5 pages per miraiDe (black). 
Scan images in iuD cokmr at up to 
tm 360 dpi resolution. 

Was £169. 


LOWEST 
EVER 
„ PRICE 
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PACKARD BELL 233MHz Intel Pentium 4 
Processor with MMX™ Technology 

An ideal family PC from Packard BeO. with software worth over £1000*. 
Perfect for kids education and parents woifc at home. 

32Mb SDRAM. 3.2Gb Hard Disk. 256k Cache. 24 x Multimedia. 

2 Mb 3D An Graphics. 56k Modem. PACKAGE PRICE 

MODEL: Pulsar 23. 

[puts}COLOUR INKJET PRINTER- 11110 

Ibe perfect printer for everday use. gm ■ ■■■« 

Up to 6OTx 600 dpi resolution. MOOT: LwruACotala 1000. Aa ■ ■ ^^m 

£5*1 FREE COLOUR SCANNER - Bring pktmes W ■ ■ Wm WW 

and docanrents to life by seaming Km into year PC 

GOO X1200 dpi optical resolution. MOOEL PttnaxCbtaaito D600. 

[SuS] FREE INSTALLATION & HOME START UP 


PACKARD BELL 233MHz 
Intel Pentium® II Processor 


DIGITAL CAMERAS 


e!199 


Outstanding processor, multimedia, modem and software worth over £1000*. 
The powerful PC for home - ideal for surfing the neti 

32Mb SDRAM. 4 3Gb Hard Disk. 512k Cache. 24 x Multimedia. 

4Mb3DAfl Graphics. 56kModem. nAf*MTA 4 r >, E nm^*E 

MODEL: Pulsar 24. KHVIUttit PKIvE 

PHOTO QUALTTYPRINTER-QvatqiiafitylRia 4 A 

tfe fantastic new Canon printer. H JR 

Up to 1200 x 600 dpi resolution. MODEL: BK700a 

[^] FREE COLOUR SCANNER -Bring pictures and Mm Uwf 0 *0 !SS 

doenmnb to Rfc by scaring then fata your PC 

600 X1200 dpi optical resolution. MOOT: Prinax Gkrada D60Q. 

& FREE INSTALLATION AND HOME START UP 
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12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION' 

WITH NO DEPOSIT ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER £250 


tanitGhKEaFeeigpadni! Wow; or art fe 
6/9/l2ih mertty pjjnent Class ae as Mm 
6 morttts lor pcodudB E2SO-E699.9marthsfarpcD(kjC& 
DOM 1299; 12 monte far points merElM 
Typolaanple. Cadi free Eisoa Nodepos. (I ma^ 
payments of £50.71. B^noe of £942.19 to be paid bdorc or 
wfi 1201parent terest fadpaid £1500. 


® SPREAD THE COST with 

48 MONTHLY REPffnMOnS 


%«ia g TtercSsasrusBteibdH^ i2rhsi 
DpmpfflodUi psx:iS0Q4e 
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SANYO 

Stores up to 120 images. 6 second voice 
recording faaTity during or after shooting. With 
the option of editing the images on a PC you c 
share your pictures with your friends, over the 
internet or with the use of a conventional TV. 
Was £449. MODEL. VPC-G2 in 
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TEESSIDE, HARLOW, 
BARBICAN & 
SELLY OAK 
NOW OPEN 


3xD^tal Zoom with auro (beus. Produces 
wepxicmflfly high quality 24-bit cotaui 
■pages. Buft in LCD screen. 

Plus PictureWorks 
MaShats package 


photographs. 

»ta£689:66»:E5W. 
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Cheese tradition rolls to an end 


The downhill race after Double 
Gloucester is not safe, say police. 
Damian Whitworth reports 


THEY have been perfecting 
tne an of spinning cheeses at 
great speed down ihe side of 
Cooper's Hill for a few years 
now. According to some in the 
Cotswolds, it was the Romans 
who first set the Double 
Gloucester rolling at 
Witcombe, near Gloucester 

But this year the Whitsun 
tradition will not happen. 
The authorities says it is just 
too dangerous. 

The police and health a 
safety inspectors have a point 
l^st year 35 people were 
injured, seven of them specta¬ 
tors hit by runners who lost 
control while chasing the 
cheeses down the incline. 

But the racers themselves 
assert their rights to pursue 
any cheese they wish and are 
furious at the intervention oF 
the “nanny state”. 

As many as 25 to 30 people 
would normally take pan in 
each race, hurtling after 
wheel-shaped 71b Double 
Gloucester. The cheeses are 
senr bounding down the one in 
two gradient Although catch¬ 
ing the cheese is impossible, 
the winner is the person who 
first reaches the foot of the hill. 

The organisers say they 
have come under such pres¬ 
sure from the police and 
health and safety authorities 
over the dangers and because 
of fears of litigation from 
injured parties, that they have 
had no choice but to cancel the 
event 

“It's terribly sad.” said Tony 
Beasley, who has been a big 


cheese, so to speak, in the 
races for some 43 years. "Ad¬ 
mittedly. people get injured 
every year — there are sprains 
and dislocations and the occa¬ 
sional broken arm or leg. But 
no one has ever been killed or 
suffered any lasting injury or 
disability as a result of racing 
down the Ml. 

"It’s just a robust country 
pursuit which is a lot of fun. 
After last years races I had 
calls from magazines and TV 
stations in Canada, Germany. 
America and Japan — the 
interest was intense. 

“It’s taken place for hun¬ 
dreds of years without stop¬ 
ping, even in the war years 
when a wooden cheese was 
used because of rationing. But 
now it seems we live in a 
nanny state society where 
people aren't allowed to do 
anything risky or have fun. 
and the authorities intervene 
to protect people from 
themselves.” 

He said rhe 15-member Coo¬ 
pers Hill Cheese Rolling 
Committee had derided that 
demands on safety and insur¬ 
ance from the police and the 
landowners, Gloucestershire 
County Council, were too diffi¬ 
cult to meet for this years 
event. But the committee 
hopes that with enough pre¬ 
cautions the races will be 
revived next year. 

The. problems for the 
organisers began when 
Gloucestershire police asked 
for a meeting with the commit¬ 
tee after the carnage of last 



The cheese-rolling race gets under way at Cooper’s Hill in Gloucestershire. Last year 35 people were injured 


year's races. “The police came 
up here and looked at the 
venue and pointed out the 
potential dangers, which we 
were already folly aware of." 
said Mr Peasley. a retired fuel 
control engineer. "We felt that 
runners were taking the risks 
of their own choice but the 
police said this might not 
stand up in court if there was 
litigation. 

“Then we had a letter from 
the county council land agent 


asking for assurances about 
public safety. They particular¬ 
ly asked us to give them an 
assurance that the Health and 
Safety Executive had been 
involved in the planning of the 
event—which, of course, they 
haven't. How could they ever 
be happy about an event like 
this?" 

Mr Peasley said the last 
straw for the organisers this 
year was when they could not 
get the Gloucestershire Cave 


Rescue Service to help. Local 
cavers have attended for the 
last few years, climbing the 
hill to rescue people who were 
injured on the way down. 

Superintendent Phil Sulli¬ 
van. of Cheltenham police, 
said: “We cant and dont want 
to stop it but we want it 
properly organised so the 
emergency services aren't 
overburdened." 

Over the past few years the 
popularity of the event has 


grown to such an extent that 
several thousand people have 
line the hillsides to watch the 
four downhill races. But there 
has been criticism that many 
of the racers were drunk and 
hurled themselves down the 
hill without a thought for their 
own safety. 

Some historians say the 
cheese-roliing dates from the 
time when the Phoenicians 
chased withy hoops down the 
‘ hill as a fertility rite. 


Golfer may be 
banned for his 
£189,000 drive 


By Matt Dickinson 


AN AMATEUR golfer is 
facing a ten-year ban from 
competitions after winning 
a £189,000 Lamborghini for 
a hole in one. 

Derek Lawrenson won 
the car as he played at a 
tournament while partnered 
by die Liverpool and Eng¬ 
land footballers Paul lnce 
and Steve McManaman in 
a corporate golf day. 

His three-iron shot yester¬ 
day at the Mill Ride Golf 
Clnb in Ascot flew 198 yards 
from the I5th tee and 
dropped into the bole. The 
feat won him one of the two 
black and silver, 208 mph 
Lamborghini Diablos — top 
speed 208 miles per hour 
and 060 in 3.8 seconds — 
positioned next to the hole 
as an incentive. "Suddenly 
lnce and McManaman 
were mobbing me and roll¬ 
ing all over me like I had 
just scored the winning goal 
at Wembley.” said 
Lawrenson. who plays oft a 
handicap of eight. 

His win, however, attract¬ 
ed the attention of the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club, the 
arbiters of the rules of golf 
and staunch defenders of 
the line between amateur 
status and professionalism. 

The R and A’s rales 
stipulate that the maximum 
prize for a hole in one at any 
non-professional event 
should be £200. In collecting 
the keys to the car. 


Lawrenson, 37, golf corres¬ 
pondent for The Sunday 
Telegraph, would be ex¬ 
ceeding the limit 

“The rules are very dear 
and designed to keep golf a 
largely self-regulating game 
on a handicap system.” 
Grant Moir, assistant secre¬ 
tary in the rules department 
of the R and A. said. "If 
there is the introduction of 
large prizes, it could lead 
players into temptation. The 
enjoyment of the game is 
that it is for pleasure and not 
profit 

"In taking the car, a 
player would not be a pro¬ 
fessional but he would be¬ 
come a non-amateur. He 
would not be allowed to 
hold an official handicap as 
such. He could not play in 
open amateur events or 
represent his club against 
other clubs. He can reapply 
but the normal period is ten 
■years." 

For Lawrenson. the loss 
of amateur status appeared 
to be something he could 
(earn to live with last night 
despire the thought of not 
representing his Midlands 
dub. Moor HalL for the 
next ten years. 

"The only thing I have 
really had to consider is 
whether to take the car or 
strike some agreement over 
a cash equivalent” he said. 

Golfing temptation, page 49 


Pilot cleared 
of causing 
death crash 

THE father of a bqy who died 
in a helicopter crash last night 
pledged to pursue a private 
prosecution after the pilot was 
acquitted of negligence 
{Gillian Harris writes). 

Captain Robert Hobson, 56. 
from Penicuik near Edin¬ 
burgh, walked free after Sher¬ 
iff James Scott ruled that there 
was insufficient evidence for 
the trial to continue. The 
decision infuriated the parents 
of Garry Mufley, nine, who 
was killed last July during a 
pleasure flight for handi¬ 
capped children. 

Garry’s father. Thomas 
Simpson, said the ruling at 
Forfar Sheriff Court was"rub¬ 
bish". He would be appealing 
“as soon as possible”. 

The crash happened on July 
13 at an event organised by 
Noel Edmonds’s charily. Air¬ 
borne. at Glamis Castle in 
Angus. Garry and four other 
children were cm board when 
the Bell Jet Ranger aircraft, 
owned by Kwik-Fit, became 
entangled in wire fencing. 


Father condemns 
killers’ sentences 

By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 


A FATHER whose son was 
beaten to death by three 
Scottish teenagers because of 
his English accent condemned 
the four-year jail sentences 
handed down to his killers 
yesterday. 

Malcolm Ayton, whose son 
Mark, 19, was killed in a 
drunken brawl near his home 
in the affluent Edinburgh 
suburb of Balemo, said that 
Ross Gravestock, 16, and lain 
Wheldon and Graham Pur¬ 
vey both 17, should have been 
jailed for at least ten years. 

“When someone gets lulled 
with a kicking to the head then 
gets a few years for it that is 
not appropriate punishment 
in my view." Mr Ayton, a tax 
inspector, said after sentenc¬ 
ing at the High Court in 
Edinburgh. 

At the week-long trial in 
Glasgow, which ended two 
weeks ago, Gravesrock, Whel¬ 
don and Purves changed their 
plea from not guilty to murder 


to guilty to the lesser charge of 
culpable homicide. Mr Ayton. 
48. wrote to the judge. Lord 
Eassie, criticising plea bar¬ 
gaining and urging him to 
treat the teenagers as 
murderers. 

Passing sentence yesterday. 
Lord Eassie said that although 
the youths’ conduct had been 
deplorable, the degree of vio¬ 
lence was “relatively minor”. 

Mark Ayron. who was 
brought up" in the Midlands 
before moving to Balemo six 
years ago. was killed last 
November. His killers were 
pupils at a rival school who 
followed Mark and his broth¬ 
er Paul home from a pub, 
shouting taunts about his 
English accent. 

When they attacked, they 
used such force ihat the im¬ 
print of their shoes could be 
seen on Mark’s forehead. His 
body was found by Paul, who 
had become separated from 
him during the fight. 


SEEING IS BELIEVING 

WITH THE NEW 

HAND-HELD COLOUR PC 

% 

FROM SHARP. 



The Sharp HC-4500A. the very latest colour hand-held PC, 
Lakes mobile multimedia to a whole new level. Harrod* will be 
demonstrating this remarkable piece of technology 
in the Sound and Vision Department on Saturday 23rd May. 

Purchase a Sharp HC-4500A from Harrods at £769 
before the end of May and you will receive a com ptimeniary 
leather Targus CH-500 case, normally £49.99. 

Sound & Vision. Third Floor. 
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UNBEATABLE OFFERS 
FOR THIS WEEKEND ONLY 


Dolphin 

72 HOUR 

SPECTACULAR 


WITH OVER 50% OFF ALL OUR SUITES, YOUR DREAM BATHROOM IS 
NOW MORE AFFORDABLE THAN EVER. 

OFFERS MUST END 5pm MONDAY 


Luxury 

Accessories 

OR 

£100 

Trade-in discount 

On selected 
fitted bathrooms 




Nothing to 
repay 

until 1999 



EVERYTHING’S 
TAKEN CARE OF 
WITH THE 
DOLPHIN SERVICE 

DESIGN, PLANNING, 
INSTALLATION, 
PLUMBING, ELECTRICS, 
PLASTERING AND TILING. 


DolpHJh Fitted Bathrooms 


OVER 150 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 
TALK TO YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM DIRECT 


0345 001122 

MOST SHOWROOMS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
MON - FRI 10.00AM - 5.30PM SAT 9.00AM - 5.30PM SUN 11.00AM - 5,00PM 

http-yAvww.doIphin-fitted-bathrooms.co.uk 
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Mugger jailed 
for death of 
charity worker 
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FREE WITH 
THE SATURDAY TIMES 


THE. last words of a charity 
worker stabbed through the 
heart by muggers were, “Tell 
my girlfriend T love ho- and 
would have married her", die 
Old Bailey was told yesterday. 

Marc Lane-Martin, a Lab¬ 
our- Party activist who was 
photographed with Tony Blair 
during the election campaign, 
had devoted his free time to 
working with the unemployed 
and underprivileged when he 
was confronted fry Delrqy 
Snuggs and another mugger, 
who remains at large. 

He was taken to Hammer¬ 
smith Hospital in West 
London, where it was realised 
that there was a huge punc¬ 
ture wound in his heart 

Dorian Lovell-Pank, QC for 
the prosecution, said: “Once 
he realised his condition was 
going downhill, he told one of 
the nurses to teU his girlfriend 
that he loved her and he would 
have married her." 

Snuggs, 19. who is unem- 


By Richard Duce 

ployed, from Acton, West 
London, had denied murder 
but yesterday admitted man¬ 
slaughter and robbery. He 
was sentenced to 12 years’ 
youth custody by Judge Mich¬ 
ael Coombe. 

Mr Lane-Martin, 30, a 
marketing consultant with 
the Communication Workers' 
Union, had been walking to 
his West London home from a 
meeting at a community 
centre when he was attacked 
by the two youths last July. 
The court was told that he was 
carrying a satchel that the 
muggers thought might con¬ 
tain a laptop computer. Alter 
he was stabbed and the bag 
ripped from his shoulder, Mr 
Lane-Martin staggered into 
the path of a motorist, who 
raised the alarm. 

Mr Lovdl-Pank said police 
later recovered the stolen bag, 
on which there were traces of 
Snuggs'S fingerprints. Police 
also traced telephone calls 


from his home to police and to 
the hospital 

Michael Massie, represent¬ 
ing Snuggs, said he was 
frightened of naming his fel¬ 
low attacker fix- fear of repri¬ 
sals against his family. His 
mother, a nurse, had already 
been attacked and had mpved. 

Mr Massie said that, al¬ 
though Snuggs knew that the 
other man was carrying a 
knife, he had not known he 
was going to use it 

Mr Lane-Martin's mother. 
Wees ha, said last night: “He 
was such a peaceful man. His 
death has left a terrible gap.” 

Mr Lane-Martin worked 
with the unemployed at a 
centre in West London and 
was a school governor. Just 
before the election he took a 
party of children from Colville 
Primary School in West 
London to meet Mr Blair. He 
had became interested in Lab¬ 
our before studying economics 
at Kingston University. 



Marc Lane-Martin was stabbed through the heart 


Trainee’s 
roastingfor 
town hall 
over coffee 

By robin Young 

rHIANNON DUFFY was 
delighted to be cho sen f or 
a business administration 
course with her local council 
under the Youth Training 
Scheme. But she waflsed out 
after 12 weeks in which she 
reckoned she had made 3.360 
cups of coffee. 

When Miss Duffy. 18. com¬ 
plained that she was required 
to brew 56 cups of coffee a 

day. her boss told her It’sall 
part of your job/ 

Yesterday Miss Duffy, dis¬ 
appointed that her role as a 
council office receptionist 
turned out to be a continuous 
round of coffee distribution to 
senior staff at Labour-con¬ 
trolled Blaenau Gwent Coun¬ 
ty Borough Council, said: "If 
Tony Blair is serious qbout 
creating good jobs for young 
people, then he should look 
first at how his own Labour 
councils run things." 

A council spokeswoman 
said: “We take training of our 
young people very seriously. 
The staff in the office insist the 
most she ever made the coffee 
was twice in one day." 
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A Revolution. A 30 day contact 1 



West’s cousin 
gets four years 
for sex attacks 


By A Correspondent 


: KS* 
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A COUSIN of the killer Fred¬ 
erick West was jailed for four 
years yesterday after being 
found guilty of sex attacks on 
three teenage girls. 

William John Hill. 45. was 
convicted of one rape and 
three indecent assaults that 
took place when the girls 
separately visited his former 
home in Much Marcle, Here¬ 
fordshire. between 1976 and 
1984. None of the girls told of 
die sex attacks for at least 13 
years. His arrest arose from 
the investigation into Rose¬ 
mary and Frederick West at 
Cromwell Street. Gloucester. 

Hill, now of Putiey. Here¬ 
fordshire, had sex with one 
girl in an upstairs bedroom 
■every morning during - ; a 
week's visit, as his elderly 
stepmother prepared his 
breakfast downstairs. His 
wife Ruth, a mother-of-three, 
fought back tears in the public 
gallery al Birmingham Crown 
Court as her husband was 
taken down. 

Judge Peter Crawford, 
QC,the Recorder of Birming¬ 
ham, told him: “You took 
advantage of your age and 
their youth and inexperience 
and, in the case of one victim, 
you exercised your power over 
her by forcing sexual inter¬ 
course upon her first the first 


time in her life. Following 
these incidents, you appear to 
have lived a blameless life. 

“You are married and you 
have a young family. It is 
perfectly plain that any sen¬ 
tence 1 impose will affect not 
only you, but your family. 

"They are being punished 
for what you did all those 
years ago. In spite of your 
good character and in spite of 
die long period of time that 
has elapsed, you must immed¬ 
iately go to prison for a 
substantial time. 

“If it had not been for the 
long lapse of time, you would 
have gone to prison for six or 
seven years.” 
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Offer includes... absolutely everything you’ll neecLThat’s an eye examination with a qualified optician, a contact lens assessment, 30 days’ worth of our 
recommended daily or monthly soft: disposable lenses as well as all the cleaning solutions you might need. All for just £29. And in the unlikely event 
of you not being happy with your carefully prescribed lenses, we’ll even give you all your money back. So with the Vision Express ‘no worry’ 30 day 
contact lens trial, you can concentrate on seeing how you like contact lenses. Because there isn't a hidden extra in sight Now that's revolutionary. 


See in state for details. Offer and leases subject to availability Some xestnctkms apply 
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‘Yes’ vote offers 
small comfort 
in Poyntzpass 

By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 
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ANN TRAINOR will be back¬ 
ing the peace accord in tomor¬ 
row’s referendum. So will 
Cecil Alien. She is Roman 
Catholic, he Protestant. Both 
have paid a dreadful price for 
Luster's hatred. On March 3 
their sons, best friends, were 
killed by gunmen in the vil¬ 
lage of Poyntzpass, and they 
are praying that the Province’s 
two communities will vote to 
end their ancient quarrel so 
that other families wifi be 
spared their agony. 

They hope that Poyntzpass 
will be the last of the atrocities 
that have punctuated the last 
20 years of the Troubles in 
Northern Ireland. And in their 
still-raw grief, they draw some 
small comfort from believing 
that the terrorists who came 
by night to try to wreck the 
peace process created such 
revulsion that they actually 
spurred on the politicians. 

Eleven weeks after the 
killings, a veneer of normality 
has returned to the fanning 
community, hidden in the 
green hills of Armagh, where 
there had never been sectarian 
trouble before. Tractors rum¬ 
ble down the roads where 
thousands of mourners stood 
in pouring rain to witness the 
funeral processions of Damian 
Trainer and Philip Allen. The 
window boxes on the sunny 
main street are full of flowers. 
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Damian Trainor. left, and Philip Allen. Ann Trainor rarely leaves her home except to tend the grave of her son. “Damian, it’s Mummy.” she whispered after he had been shot but it was too late for a reply 


and the villagers exchange 
greetings as they pass. 

But there was not one 
customer in the tiny wood- 
panelled Railway Bar at 
lunchtime yesterday. This was 
where the two men were 
drinking orange juice and 
discussing Mr Allen'S wed¬ 
ding when the two masked 
gunmen burst in. ordered the 
seven customers to lie down 
and opened fire. 

There are still chipped tiles 
on the floor and Bernadette 
Cana van, the 67-year-old 
landlady, points out die shat¬ 
tered glass and bullet hole in 


the door through which she 
crawled to safety. 

In the neat Catholic and 
Presbyterian churchyards, a 
stone’s throw from each other, 
the two graves await head¬ 
stones. And in Mr Tremor's 
large brown house, across the 
road from Che family garage, 
the curtains are closed and his 
mother hides herself away. 

“Every day is the same to 
me. 1 can’t cry. I really don’t 
know how I’m coping," Mrs 
Trainor says. She visits her 26- 
year-old son’s grave every 
night, but no longer goes to 
Mass, no longer walks through 


the village, no longer sees the 
Allen family and no longer 
goes into the nearby town of 
Banbridge because that is 
where the killers, members of 
the Loyalist Volunteer Force, 
came from. "They were sick 
and evil," she says. 

Beside her chair are two 
boxes overflowing with unan¬ 
swered letters of sympathy. 
On the table lie numerous 
pictures of her dead son. His 
yellow repair van still sits 
beside the garage, and she still 
expects to hear him coming in 
the back door after work 
and tramping up the stairs. 


She recalls how she rushed to 
the bar that night and found 
him lying on the floor. She 
touched his hand and it was 
cold. She said. “Damian, it’s 
Mummy”, but he was already 
beyond replying and died on 
the way to hospital. There she 
touched his forehead and 
dosed his eyes. “Thank God 
they didn't hit him in the face.” 
she says. 

Mrs Trainor agreed to talk 
"to let the world see what pain 
we are going through". She 
knows little of politics, and 
does not believe the accord 
win end killing, but sees no 


alternative. “I hope it will keep 
the evil and violence away and 
let people of different religions 
live in peace. I pray to God it’s 
passed io help us all." 

Mr Allen lives in a low. 
pebbledashed house around 
the corner, almost opposite the 
Railway Bar where two of his 
other sons were also drinking 
that night It used to be his 
local but he says, “it will be a 
long rime before I go through 
that door again". 

He is a min. haggard man 
whose pain is almost palpable. 
"Hell’s not the name for it 
People say it will get better as 


time goes on but it gets worse." 
He cannot sleep. His health 
has deteriorated. Friends and 
acquaintances leave him alone 
because they do not know 
what to say. 

“I got up that Tuesday 
morning and thought it was a 
normal day. I never suspected 
what I was going to have to go 
through- It just ruined my 
life." 

Like Mrs Trainor. Mr Allen 
does not believe the accord 
will mean instant peace, but it 
offers hope at least “What are 
we going back to — the same 
old trouble again? Something 


has to be done. You just can't 
go on and on and on. You've 
got rn live with your neigh¬ 
bours.” he says. 

“If the people that did it 
could see the hurt our two 
familes have been through..." 
he begins, but trails off. 

Four men were arrested for 
the murders, but only three 
will stand trial. The fourth. 
David Keys, was beaten and 
strangled by Loyalist Volun¬ 
teer Force colleagues in the 
Maze prison after he co¬ 
operated with the police. 

Leading article, page 23 



Branson lures voters with cash pledge 


Mo Mowlam and RicftanlBranson promoting the Yes vote in Belfast yesterday 


At only £339 there’s 

no need 


By Audrey Magee 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

RICHARD BRANSON and Mo 
Mowlam hugged and kissed their way 
along the streets of Belfast yesterday, 
hoping that a last-minute love-in 
might persuade doubting voters to say 
Yes in tomorrow’s referendum. 

The Virgin chairman had come to 
help Dr Mowlam, and promised to in¬ 
vest in Northern Ireland if the people 
voted in favour of die Belfast agree¬ 
ment. He win open more Virgin rec¬ 
ord stores and cin emas and may even 
invest in the railways and open an air¬ 
line between Belfast and Britain. He 
said other international companies 
were also waiting to invest if people 
voted Yes. Mr Branson added: “I’m 


not trying to bribe people, it is just that 
these are the facts. You get one chance 
on Friday and for God’s sake vote Yes 
for the safety of your country and the 
future of your children.” 

His appeal came as old ladies 
crowded him and Dr Mowlam look¬ 
ing for hicky autographs on the back 
of lottery tickets. Mr Branson told 
them dial they lived in a “beautiful 
country with beautiful people”. Most 
of the women heaped praise on Dr 
Mowlam for her hard work in 
knocking the men's heads together 
and producing the Belfast agreement 
There were a few comments of scorn 
about prisoner releases and decom¬ 
missioning but the strongest attack 
came from a Catholic classicist carry¬ 
ing a copy of Aeschylus’s Oresteui 


under his arm. The 43-year-old man 
said that despite his Oxford education 
he had spent the past ten years 
washing dishes while his Protestant 
colleagues got senior posts at Queen’s 
University. “Northern Ireland is rot¬ 
ten to the core with discrimination.” be 
shouted at Dr Mowlam over the 
oranges and apples at the street 
market 

The Secretary of State, buoyed up by 
an opinion poll showing that she is 
more popular in Britain than Tony 
Blair, was unfazed. Dressed in a lilac 
dress and coat with matching 
headscarf she was relaxed and in 
control — possibly as a result of hitting 
policemen on her way to meei Mr 
Branson. She told 60 students at the 
Belfast Institute of Further and High¬ 


er Education that she relieved stress 
by hitting her guards in the stomach 
as they stood to attention. “There is no 
doubt that by the end of an 18 -hour 
session you get tired and grumpy. 1 
did not sing and 1 did not drink... I 
used to punch the policemen in the 
stomach to see how good their 
stomach muscles were. That is the best 
fun 1 had in the talks.” she said. 

Dr Mowlam said Mr Branson's 
presence was “a sure sign” that a Yes 
vote meant a better future for North¬ 
ern Ireland’s youth. 

The Virgin chief finished his whirl¬ 
wind tour last night and went back to 
London but not with his rival. British 
Airways. “1 know that if I was ever 
caught on a BA flight at 30.000ft I 
would be shown the door." he said. 
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FOLKESTONE-BOULOGNE 
APEX STANDARD RETURN CAR+9 

Here’s a great offer to get you 
over to France this summer in the happiest of holiday 
moods. Travel Folkestone to Boulogne for only £139 Car + 9 
on Board the stylish SeaCaL Choose from four daily crossings to 
Boulogne starting at 8.00am. Hie crossing is just 55 minutes and with fast 
unloading you’ll be on your way to your destination more quickly. 
You can either pay in foil now or ask about our Apex Easy Payment 
Plan. Then your summer holiday will get off to the best 
possible start. Offer closes May 31st 1998. 

STILL THE FASTEST WAY TO FRANCE 


Contact your travel agent or call 


0990 240 241 


j FAST FERRES 
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Bookshops open new chapter for town 

SOME of the world's „ rr n . 

(imo wHfprc riactvnA m ivilliaTi HamsnintR a nrmpr*t rm +V.a i ... 


AS SOME of the world's 
leading writers descend on 
Hay-on-Wye this week for its 
eleventh annual literary festi¬ 
val, another little town off the 
beaten track is seeking simi¬ 
lar recognition. 

The inauguration of Wig¬ 
town. in Dumfries and Gallo¬ 
way, as Scotland’s first “book 
town" may have provided 
Hay-on-Wye with its first seri¬ 
ous British competitor. 

For 37 years, the small 
market town on the Welsh 
border, which boasts 26 
bookshops, has enjoyed a mo¬ 
nopoly of attracting book¬ 
worms eager to browse 
through an estimated two 
million tomes or to take part in 
the celebrity-studded junket 
on the banks of the River Wye 
that begins on Friday. 

Organisers in Wigtown 
have, for the time being, ruled 
out a major literary festival 
with all the authorial self¬ 
promotion that entails. But 
Stephen Norris, their spokes¬ 
man and the town butcher, 
emphasises Wigtown's liter¬ 
ary heritage. Gavin Maxwell, 
who wrote Ring of Bright 


Gillian Harris plots a project on the Scottish border to create a rival for Hav-on-Wve 



The literary boast does 
not extend to apostrophes 


i- Water, came from the area; 
e Robert Burns lived and 
i- worked near by; Sir Walter 
Scott composed his Minstrel- 
- sy of the Scottish Border at his 
^ home in the undulating coun- 
c tryside. And Wigtown has no 
i fewer than 16 bookshops. 

Hay-on-Wye offers readers 
vast quantities of old library 
I stock. Wigtown hopes to pro- 
i vide a greater collection of 
i specialist literature. Book 
dealers are moving into the 
town. Robin Richmond who 
has come from Watford, is one 
of the world’s largest suppliers 
of crime fiction. The Old Bank 
Bookshop sells texts on natu¬ 
ral history and antique 
furniture. 

Wigtown has secured 
£400.000 in funding for the 
next three years. Formerly 
derelict buildings round the 
town square are freshly paint¬ 
ed to house the bookshops that 
have opened in recent months. 

A year ago. the 1.000-stirong 
town was fighting for survival 
A series of job losses at 
creameries and the closure of 
a distillery caused unemploy¬ 
ment to soar to 17 per cent, 
twice the national average. 
The town became dependent 
on a trickle of tourists. 

According to Rqy Surplice, 
chairman of the book town 
committee. Wigtown’s eco¬ 
nomic decline was one pf the 
main reasons that the Scottish 
Tourist Board and Scottish 
Enterprise chose it over five 
rivals for the project. “They 
were looking for somewhere 
with plenty of empty property 
that could be used for book- 
related businesses. We .fitted 
the bill. But more than that, it 


was somethingwe really need¬ 
ed." 


Wigtown’s victory was 
greeted with delight, even by 
those who professed not to 
care about books, “ft was as if 
the town had been given a self- 
confidence boost" Mr Sur¬ 
plice said 

There used to be just one 
one bookshop in Wigtown. 
AJastair Reid, a New York- 
based poet and essayist who 
was bom in the neighbouring 


village of Whithorn. is 
by the change. “When I was 
growing up. I don’t recall 
seeing a book in Wigtown, let 
alone a bookshop,” he said 
Mr R eid, 71. ■ is one of the 
literary guests who returned 
.to Wigtown last week to 
celebrate the launch of the 
book town project 
With an estimated 50.000 
extra visitors a year expected 
hotel owners in Wigtown look 
certain to have a good time. 


The County Hotel, which has 
been "semi-dosed" for some 
tune, has reopened for the 
book town celebrations. The 
Old Wigtown House Hotel, 
which stopped taking over¬ 
night guests last year, will 
once again offer accommoda¬ 
tion in the summer. 

“T here are real economic 
benefits to the region from 
Wigtown’s designation as 
Scotland's book town." said 
Colin Bell, development execu¬ 


tive at Dumfries and Gallo¬ 
way Enterprise. "Existing 
tourists and new visitors will 
spend more and stay longer in 
the area." Mr Norris agrees. 
“You’ll always get those who 
think books could never have 
any economic impact on die 
town, but most people are 
supportive," he said. 

Yesterday Peter Florence, 
the Hay festival's director, 
welcomed the arrival of Brit¬ 
ain’s second book town. "I 


think h is fantastic." he said. 
“I have only been to Wigtown 
once, but it seems to me that it 
is just as inaccessible and off 
the beaten track as Hay. so it 
should benefit from this en¬ 
deavour. The second-hand 
book economy is very impor¬ 
tant and it will be interesting 
to see whether or not it will 
work in Wigtown." Hay-on- 
Wye used to have two hotels 
and four pubs. Now it has 120 
hotels to cope with the 25,000 
festival visitors. 


Books, pages 40.41 


AN OBSESSED man who 
wrote more than 100 "sinister 
and distressing" letters over 
seven years to a student who 
turned down his request fora 
date was jailed yesterday. 

In one of them. Gary Wat¬ 
son told Emma Rawling. 
whom he met while she was 
working part-time in a bar 
before going to university: “I 
am the chosen one. We have to 
get together and have a golden 
child." 

Miss Rawling. now 28 and a 
British Steel manager, handed ^ 
ten letters to police in 1992 and v -' 
Watson was warned not to 
contact her again. Five years 
later, he hand-delivered a 155- 
page letter that had taken him 
more than three months to 
write, Teesside magistrates 
were told. 

In September, Warson. 28, 
stalked her at a nightclub. 

Nikki Nelson, for the prosecu¬ 
tion. said: “He asked her if 
she had read The Letter’ and 
it made Miss Rawling even 
more terrified that he had 
made physical contact." A 
month later Watson hounded 
her at another nightclub and 
punched two girlfriends trying 
to protect her. 

Watson, of Thomaby-on- 
Tees, was given 12 weeks’ jail 
for harassing Miss Rawling f 
and another ten weeks for the 
assaults. He admitted the 
offences and was banned from 
contacting her. 



Escaper comes 
home to roost 


By Paul Wilkinson 


DIANA the homing pigeon 
has done it again. Only 
months after escaping and 
setting a record for travel¬ 
ling nearly 1.500 miles from 
Spain back to its old loft it 
has twice got free and 
returned home again.' 

This time it did not have 
to travel so far to reach its 
former home in Skhnon. 
North Yorkshire. The first 
occasion was from Filey, 75 
miles away; the second just 
across town. 

Now the bird’s former 
owner. Dino Reardon, a 
champion breeder, has ac¬ 
cepted defeat, renamed it 
“Boomerang", and allowed 
the pigeon to stay home. 
Mr Reardon, 66, who part¬ 
ed with his birds last au¬ 
tumn after retiring from the 
pigeon fancying business, 
said: “She keeps coming 


home because she loves me 
and she loves her loft But I 
don’t have the loft any 
more, so she’s thong in a 
cardboard box." 

Boomerang's father. 
Bluey, was a world champi¬ 
on that three years ago 
was stolen for breeding. Its 
kidnappers dipped its 
wings, but Bluey escaped 
and walked 60 miles home. 

Mr Reardon said: “1 orig¬ 
inally gave her to this 
Spanish pigeon breeder 
who came to collect her 
after hearing about Bluey. 
But she escaped and flew 
all the way back. 

“Then 1 gave her to a 
man in Filey. She wouldn't 
settle so I visited every day 
and she perked up." But 
Mr Reardon stopped visit¬ 
ing after five months and 
she came looking for him. 
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Cuts must not affect 
schooling, lords rule 


AMPftEW HASSON 


By Mark Henderson 

A TEENAGER suffering from 
chronic fatigue syndrome, 
known as ME. won a land¬ 
mark legal victory in the 
House of Lords yesterday 
against a council's decision to 
cut her home tuition. 

Five law lords ruled unani¬ 
mously that East Sussex Coun¬ 
ty Council had been wrong to 
reduce Beth Tandy’s home tui¬ 
tion from five to three hours a 
week after cuts in its education 
budget. The council was not 
entitled to consider expense 
when fulfilling its statutory 
duty to provide a “suitable ed¬ 
ucation" for Miss Tandy. 16. 
because her needs had not 
changed, the law lords 
decided. 

More than 100.000 children 
with special educational needs 
could benefit from the ruling, 
which means thar councils 
will not be able to take the 
resources available into ac¬ 
count when meeting their 
statutoiy duties on education. 
Tuition levels must now be 
assessed purely on grounds of 
educational need. 

Miss Tandy, from Lewes, is 
now sitting GCSEs in English 
literature, English language 
and mathematics. She has 
suffered from myalgic enceph¬ 
alomyelitis since she was sev¬ 
en and stopped attending 
school in February 1992. She 
received five hours a week of 
home tuition until September 
1996, when the council cut its 


Myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME), known officially as 
chronic fatigue syndrome, is one of the most controversial 
of medical conditions. Doctors are divided over whether 
the deb dilating illness is a genuine physical condition or 
all in the mind. Whatever lies behind the condition, there 
is no doubt that it can cause great suffering, including 
long periods of weakness and lethargy which, in extreme 
cases, can leave sufferers bedridden. They also complain 
of headaches, aching muscles, sleep disturbance and 
mood swings. Exercise appears to make the symptoms 
worse — but excessive rest is no help either. 

Many people with the condition become depressed but 
whether depression is a clinical $ymptom of the illness or 
simply a natural reaction to it is not always clear. Acc¬ 
ording to die Royal Colleges, between 1 and 2J> per cent of 
the population suffers from ME. The term was originally 
used in 1955 to describe an outbreak of unexplained 
illness affecting staff at the Royal Free Hospital in North 
London. The nickname “Yuppie Flu" was coined in the 
1980s. 


home tuition budget from 
£100.000 to £25.000. and an¬ 
nounced that Miss Tandy 
would then get just three 
hours teaching a week. 

Miss Tandy and her parents 
successfully challenged the cut 
in the Divisional Court last 
April, but the council had the 
ruling overturned in the Court 
of Appeal on a 2 to 1 majority. 

The House of Lords yester¬ 
day reinstated the Divisional 
Court's judgment, by Mr Jus¬ 
tice Keene,' that the council 
had taken into accounr the 
“irrelevant consideration" of 
expense, that the cut was 
made for the “improper pur¬ 
pose" of saving money, and 


that it was “irrational" to 
expect Miss Tandy to pass 
GCSEs with the reduced 
teaching. 

Lord Browne-Wilkinson 
said: “To permit a local au¬ 
thority to avoid performing a 
statutory duty on the ground 
that it prefers to spend the 
money in other ways, is to 
downgrade a statutory duty to 
a discretionary power." 

Miss Tandy's mother, 
Hilary, said they were 
delighted with the ruling. “It 
has made our fight worth¬ 
while." she said. “Children 
with ME and other illnesses 
can use this judgment to get 
the education they need. They 


arc not ill through any fault of 
their own. They deserve a 
good level of education." 

Miss Tandy said yesterday: 
“ME means that I get very 
fatigued and suffer from men¬ 
tal and physical exhaustion. 
There is no way I would have 
been able to pass my exams if 
fd only had three hours a 
week with my tutors. There is 
so much course work to be 
done and books to read, I need 
as much time as possible 
talking it through with my 
tutor." 

William Garnett, the fam¬ 
ily's solicitor, said that it was a 
landmark judgment that 
would ensure the needy were 
protected from local govern¬ 
ment spending cuts. “Ibis is a 
wry, very bold decision of the 
House of Lords. We are not 
going to go down the road of 
allowing statutory duties to be 
worn away because there isn’t 
the money. It is also a mar¬ 
vellous victory for Beth. For 
any child to take on the organs 
of the srare and win is a great 
result" 

East Sussex's statutory duty 
to provide education for Miss 
Tandy ends next month when 
she completes her GCSE ex¬ 
ams. but at least one other 
younger child in the county 
has been awaiting the out¬ 
come of the case before learn¬ 
ing whether her tuition would 
be cut 

East Sussex County Council 
said in a statement: “We are 
studying the judgment care- 
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Beth Tandy, who will have her five hours of home tuition formally restored after the law lords* decision 


fully and reviewing our policy 
in the light of the announce¬ 
ment Throughout the legal 
process, the county council has 
kept Beth's level of home 
tuition at the original five 
hours per week." 

The ME Association wel¬ 


comed the ruling. 'This is a 
victory for common sense." it 
said. 

Graham Lane, chairman of 
the Local Government Associ¬ 
ation's education committee, 
said: “It is about time the 
situation was clarified. There 
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are lessons for the Govern¬ 
ment as well as for local 
authorities ... If the Govern¬ 
ment keeps capping budgets, 
it is responsible in the end!" 

The judgment is in contrast 
to one last year on soda] 
services provision, yi which 


the law lords ruled that 
Gloucestershire County Coun¬ 
cil was within its rights to 
deny cleaning and laundry 
services to a disabled man 
because of a lack of resources. 

Law report, page 43 


Exhausted father 
left teething baby 
to sleep in car 


By A Correspondent 


A MAN put his nine-month- 
old son to bed in his car at 
night so that he could escape 
the teething baby's crying. 

A court was told that Alex¬ 
ander Hunter left his son 
Martin strapped into his car 
seat with a han-empty bottle of 
milk, a dummy and a toy. A 
spetial constable discovered 
the child in the early hours of 
February 6. covered by only a 
blanket 

Hunter, 28, from Pauls- 
grove. Hampshire, yesterday 
admitted exposing a child to 
cruelty and was sentenced to 
150 hours community service. 

Magistrates at Portsmouth 
were told that Hunter and his 
common-law wife were ex¬ 
hausted because of the sleep¬ 
less nights caused by the 
baby's teething. 

Hunter took his son to the 
car with die intention of taking 
him for a drive to lull him to 
sleep. But the father went back 
inside his home and uninten¬ 


tionally dozed off while sitting 
chi his bed, leaving the child 
strapped into the car on a 
street near by. 

Shirley Jeffers, for the prose¬ 
cution, said that the baity was 
found an hour after being put 
inside. Special Constable 
Kerron Holyome, 19. said: “1 
glanced into the car as I 
walked past and thought I saw 
something unusual. 

"When I realised it was a 
baby 1 couldn’t believe my 
eyes. The car was open and 
when I lifted the little chap out 
he looked me straight in the 
face and just starting beaming 
at me." 

The baby, who was bom 
prematurely, was taken to 
hospital where he was de¬ 
clared fit and well before 
being released into the care of 
social services. 

The magistrates were told 
that he was currently being 
looked after by a relative of die 
parents. 
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10 HOME NEWS _ ' 

Shops freed to 
set own price on 
TVs and fridges 


GRAHAM COX 


THE Government yesterday 
ordered an end to the recom¬ 
mended retail price system, 
and paved the way for reduo 
lions of up to 25 per cent in the 
price of some electrical goods. 

Margaret Beckett. President 
of the Board of Trade, an¬ 
nounced measures that she 
said would increase competi¬ 
tion in the sale of televisions, 
hi-fi systems, washing ma¬ 
chines. dishwashers, refriger¬ 
ators. freezers and other 
electrical goods. The orders 
also apply to video-cassette 
recorders, camcorders and 
tumble driers. 

Mrs Beckett said that man¬ 
ufacturers would no longer be 
permitted to tell retailers at 
what price the goods should be 
sold and said they would be 
banned from refusing sup¬ 
plies to stores that offered 
discounts. The move follows a 
report by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission (MMC) 
last year. 

Mrs Beckett said yesterday: 
“I am determined that practi¬ 
ces that restrict competition 
should be stopped. Retailers 
should be free to set their own 
prices and should not be re¬ 
fused supply because of their 
pricing. Consumers should 
not be denied the benefits of 
strong price competition." 

It will become illegal from 
September, when the orders 
come into force, for suppliers 
to suggest recommended retail 


An end to retail 
pricing controls 
on electrical 
goods will bring 
savings. Robin 
Y oirng reports 

prices to stores, and retailers 
will be guaranteed liberty to 
determine their own pricing 
policies. 

Suppliers will be required to 
set down their criteria for 
selecting which outlets to sup¬ 
ply and will not be allowed to 
base their choice on the retail¬ 
ers’ pricing policies. It will be 
illegal not to supply stores that 
meet the manufacturers’ crite¬ 
ria and any store refused 
goods will be able to demand a 
written explanation. 

Retailers will no longer be 
able to ask suppliers to refuse 
goods to rivals selling at 
discounted prices. Mrs Beck¬ 
ett said: “These remedies 
should ensure that discount 
retailers can obtain supplies 
and ail retailers have the 
freedom to sell goods at prices 
of their choosing. Consumers 
will have a wider choice of 
outlets, and benefit from more 
competitive pricing. These are 


tough remedies, but tough 
action is needed to remedy the 
problems identified by the 
MMC and bring benefits to 
consumers." 

The MMC report said that 
retail prices for electrical 
goods were being inflated by 
“widespread and entrenched 
practices" among suppliers 
and dealers. New retailers 
found it hard to get supplies 
and innovative re tailin g was 
being discouraged. 

Andrew Fisher, senior poli¬ 
cy adviser at the Consumers' 
Association, said prices couid 
now fall by as much as 25 per 
cent, especially for washing 
machines which, he said, were 
often sold at inflated prices. 

He predicted the move 
would also lead to a resur¬ 
gence of warehouse shops 
selling goods at more deeply 
discounted prices. 

“It's an excellent move for 
the consumer," he said. “For 
the first time ever there will 
now be true competition on the 
high street Prices will come 
down, l*m quite sure of that" 
□ Tesco is to sell thousands of 
televisions at knock-down 
prices a week before the World 
Cup. The supermarket giant 
has struck deals with two 
manufacturers to supply sets 
to hundreds of stores. Nearly 
14.000 Fidelity I4in sets will go 
on sale for £99 and 10.000 
Amstrad 2Sin sets will be sold 
for between £200 and £300. 
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The 8ft model, made of foam and wood, in the air 

Model spaceplane 
gives glimpse of 
daytrips to come 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


David Ashford, who believes that the Ascender could be built for £50 million 


AN ENGINEER'S dream of 
transporting tourists into 
space had a small-scale 
breakthrough when an 8ft 
model of his spaceplane suc¬ 
cessfully completed two test 
flights. 

David Ashford, designer of 
the delta-winged Ascender, 
believes tbat it will one day- 
take intrepid trippers on sub¬ 
orbital flights. On May 8 he 
set his sights a little lower 
with the five-minute radio- 
controlled test flights at 
Wroughton. Wiltshire. 

Mr Ashford admitted that 
the model, made of foam and 
wood and powered by two 
model aircraft engines, was 
“a small start". The aeronau¬ 
tical engineer believes that 
Ascender could be built for 
£50 million — the price of one 
jet fighter. 

The craft is designed to 
take off from an ordinary 
airfield with a crew of two 
and two passengers. Once 
five miles up. the pilot will 
start a rocket engine to take it 


beyond the atmosphere for a 
brief sub-orbital flight A 
recent report by Nasa and the 
Space Transportation Associ¬ 
ation said that the dream “of 
some day taking a trip in 
space Is finally approaching 
realisation" Mr Ashford 
says that Ascender could be 
flying into space within three 
years, and carrying passen¬ 
gers within seven. 

WildWings, a travel agen¬ 
cy in Bristol, has started 
taking bookings for space 
flights. John Brodie Good, of 
WildWings, said: “Ascender 
is the leading candidate for 
creating a revolution in the 
way we carry out space 
business. It is a more realistic 
and supportable project than 
its several US competitors." 

The obstacle is investment 
Each member of Mr 
Ashford's ten-man team at 
Bristol Spaceplanes Ltd has 
another job to support 
themself. “1 am looking for 
corporate sponsorship or for 
a wealthy individual," he said. 
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MPs want inquiry into 
supermarket meat sales 
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By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE CORRESPONDENT 

A COMMITTEE of MPs yes¬ 
terday called for an inquiry by 
the Office of Fair Trading into 
allegations that supermarket 
pricing policies were deepen¬ 
ing the financial crisis in the 
livestock industry. 

The Commons Welsh Af¬ 
fairs Select Committee said 
that sheep and cattle farming, 
in Wales would be “destroyed.' 
within a decade" unless emer¬ 
gency aid was forthcoming to 
reverse its decline. Cattle 
prices had fallen by 30 per cent 
over two years, and lamb 
prices by 39 percent in a year, 
file MPs said, but there had 
been no comparable decline in 
shop prices and farmers’ 
share of the retail price had 
“fallen markedly”. 

Martyn Jones, the Labour 
chairman of the cross-party 
committee, said: “The price 
spread — the difference be¬ 
tween the farmers' price and 
the retail price — actually 
increased while prices in cattle 
markets were going down.” 

In their report the MPs said: 
“On the basis of the evidence 
available to us, it does not 
appear that supermarkets 
have been profiteering at 
farmers’ expense, but they 
have dearly not been suffering 
greatly either... It is essential 
that supennarkets do not use 
their position of strength to 
force meat prices down 
further." 

Evidence submitted to the 
committee by the Meat and 
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livestock Commission show¬ 
ed that producer prices for 
beef and Iamb had fallen by 
about 23 per cent over the two 
years from December 1995 to 
December 1997. Over the 
same period, however, shop 
prices of beef had fallen on 
average by no more than 7 per 
cent and those of lamb had 
actually risen by 7 per cenL 
The farmers’ share of the retail 
price had dropped from be¬ 
tween 55 and 62 per cent to 45 
per cent. 

Supermarkets yesterday de¬ 


nied that their mark-ups cm 
beef and lamb were excessive. 
The British Retail Consor¬ 
tium. representing the leading 
chains, said: "We are pleased 
the committee has concluded 
that supermarkets have not 
been profiteering at farmers’ 
expense." 

Alan McLaughlin, a senior 
spokesman for Tesco, said: 
“There has been a big increase 
in costs in the middle of file 
food chain because of the 
measures taken to combat 
BSE." 
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BROADCASTING STANDARDS COMMISSION 
Complaint by Baxratt Developments PLC - Summary of 
Adjudication 

The Broadcasting Standards Commission has upheld in part a complaint from Barren 
Developments pic about a programme in Channel 4’s Dispatches series called Brown Land, 
broadcast on 21 November 1996. The programme concentrated on residential development of 
former-use sites and investigated information given to prospective purchasers about the history 
and condition of the land. The programme featured six former-use developments by national 
housebuilders, four of which had been built by Barren. Banatt complained that the programme 
unfairly singled them out. for treatment; the interviews with various interested parties were 
misleading or inaccurate; and the programme’s lone and presentation of Barren's views and 
policy were unfair. Barred also complained that secret filming of their sales agents was unfair and 
an unwarranted infringement of Barren's privacy. 

The Commission considered that pictures of cracks in a property belonging to an interviewee 
implied that the damage could have been caused by land-fill. Although the programme’s 
commentary said that investigations into the cause of damage were inconclusive, the Co mmiss ion 
considered that the pictures outweighed the commentary and found some unfairness. 

The Commission also considered that the programme did not make it clear that the comments of 
another interviewee were made about Barrau as housebuilder rather than vendor and found that 
was unfair. 

The Commission considered that a surveyor’s comments about information available to Barrett 
concerning landfill gas at the time of tbe development and sale of one of their sires gave the 
misleading impression that he bad been involved in the preparation of a ground investigation 
report for that site. The Commission found that the use of his opinions in those circumstances was 
unfair. 

The Commission did not uphold any of the other aspects of the complaint. 

Accordingly, the complaint was upheld in part 

You may obtain a copy of the foil adjudication by sending a stamped addressed envelope to- 
The Broadcasting Standards Commission, 7 The Sanchiaiy, London. SW1P 3JS 
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CANNES FESTIVAL 11 
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Cinema soundtracks blast 
audiences out of seats 


AMORS CAMARA 


*of 
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From Dalya Alberge, arts correspondent, in Cannes 


-ft 


EAR-SPLITTING films are in 
danger of driving audiences 
from the cinemas, movie mak¬ 
ers were told yesterday. The 
message of a debate at the 
Cannes Film Festival was loud 
and dear; the industry must 
meet the complaints of a 
public that can no longer 
stand a bombardment of ex¬ 
plosions, screams and gunfire. 

The problem has grown so 
acute that audiences are com¬ 
plaining not only at the cash 
desk but also at the town hall, 
said John Wilkinson, chief 
executive of die Cinema Ex¬ 
hibitors' Association, who was 
one of the panellists. Local 
authorities were testing sound 
levels as a result, he said. 

He recalled a premiere 
where the producer turned up 
the volume so high that “it 
shook everyone’s tummy". Mr 
Wilkinson said: “It’s daft We 
want people to have a great 
night out and come bade" 

While the younger genera¬ 
tion seems not to have a 
problem with noise, the over- 
30s are suffering. They like to 
hear the dialogue but it is often 


drowned out or distorted. Bar¬ 
ry N orman. the television film 
critic and another panellist, 
said that he was entirely on 
the side of the generation that 
grew up on a diet of Holly¬ 
wood greats from the 1930s to 
1950s, when “die sound was 
dear and dialogue was 
paramount". 

He accepted that young 
people had already shattered 
their eardrums and lived with 
noise throughout their lives, 
but went on: “Sometimes. 1 


can hardly bear the noise. I go 
to the projectionist and say. 
Turn it down or I’m going 
home’." 

In Steven Spielberg's The 
Lost World . “a lot of die 
dialogue passed me by- There 
is far too much use of natural 
or background noise in a 
mistaken attempt at realism." 

Even the most seasoned 
critics have complained at this 
week’s festival preview of Ar¬ 
mageddon . Jeny Bruck¬ 
heimer's special effects pro¬ 


duction. attacking its “barrage 
of deafening sound". The con¬ 
tinuous level of noise in such 
films, rather than occasional 
loud sounds, was criticised 
yesterday. 

Per Hall berg, die Oscar- 
winning sound designer and 
editor whose movies include 
Braveheart, agreed that most 
films were too loud. But he 
said that setting the right level 
could be a guessing game, 
distorted by a cinema’s often 
inferior sound system, the 


THE DISTURBING ART OF NOISE 


Legal cases have been threatened in America after claims that 
volume levels in cinemas have damaged film-goers* hearing. 
But the issue is complicated because levels are derided by 
directors and sound companies before a film’s release. 
Cinemas try to keep to die director’s wishes but can tarn the 
sound down. 

The loudest recom m ended level for films is 85 decibels, 
equivalent to standing next to a busy main road. But in the 
train crash scene in the 1993 film The Fugitive, levels readied 
103 decibels. At 120 decibels die level is the same as standing 
next to a pneumatic drill. Michael Denner. Dolby’s cinema 
application engineer, said: “F ilms can be so loud that the 
cinema turns them down, the directors find out and so make 
their next film even louder. It is ridiculous." 



Van Peebles deafened 


individual projectionist and 
countries’ different noise-level 
standards. It meant audiences 
were never quite hearing what 
the director intended. 

The actor, director and pro¬ 
ducer Mario Van Peebles 
expressed irritation that com¬ 
mercials, on both the large 
and small screens, had be¬ 
come so much louder than the 
shows themselves. With trie- 
vision, he said, T just dick 
them off. You cant do that in 
the theatre. You’re held hos¬ 
tage.That’s when I go popcorn 
hunting." 

The panellists agreed that 
noise levels are going up 
partly because the ever-devel¬ 
oping technology is there, 
tempting film-makers to use it 
even when not needed. Peter 
Cowie, the international pub¬ 
lishing director of Variety, 
which staged the debate, said 
“sound design" had become so 
sophisticated that the restored 
soundtrack of 77ie Godfather 
included purring from the cat 
on Marlon Brando's lap. 

Film reviews, pages 36,37 



Brooke Shields, in Gannes to promote The Weekend, blows a kiss to camera 


Foreign film s 
‘urgently need 
room for a view’ 


By Dalya Alberge 
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ONE of die world’s leading 
producers yesterday attacked 
the way “money and greed" 
were excluding European art 
films from British screens. 

Ismail Merchant, the An¬ 
glo-Indian producer who es¬ 
tablished Merchant Ivory 
with James Ivory and made 
classics such as A Room With 
A View and The Remains of 
the Day, said: "Fewer and 
fewer good films are bring 
’ distributed in Britain. What is 
being done is an unhealthy 
destruction of foreign films 
coming to Britain.” 

He blamed “money and 
greed ... a big crocodile 
eating the little ones”. Art 
cinemas were bemg forced by 
commercial pressures and a 
lade of support from the 
mdustiy or the Government 
“to show blockbusters rather 
than great films that happen 
to be subtitled. That is a 
tragedy.” 

Speaking at die Cannes 
Film Festival, where A Sol¬ 
dier's Daughter Never Cries, 
about an American famBy in 
Paris in the 1960s is among 
his latest movies being pro¬ 
moted — he said that audi¬ 
ences were losing ^because 

**■ of the closure of prominent 
art cinemas such as die Acad¬ 
emy and the Lumiere in 


London — bought by property 
developers — and others in 
Cambridge. Oxford. Birming¬ 
ham and Manchester. 

The problem, he suggested, 
was the stranglehold of com¬ 
merce on die industry: com¬ 
panies bought up movies and 
needed to make die most of 
die lucrative subsidiary mar¬ 
ket in video and cable: 

He expressed sadness at die 
“push-button approach” — 
the desperation to make 
$40mzHiotn (£24 miUion) in 
the first week. “We are copy¬ 
ing die Americans instead of 
bring or iginal. France is still 
the country for cinema." 

• He called on the Govern¬ 
ment to intervene, perhaps 
with tax incentives for art 
cinemas: “Unless die Govern¬ 
ment does something in Brit¬ 
ain, we will go dtfwn the tube. 
We have to fight tins so those 
distributors get the support 
from government" 

Chris Smith, the Culture 
Secretary, said yesterday; “I 
am not sure dial tax incen¬ 
tives in die cinema-owner end 
of the scale is necessarily die 
way forward." 

He added: There are inde¬ 
pendent cinemas not just in 
London. There is the infra¬ 
structure. It is a matter of 
encouraging them." 
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12 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 


Welfare to Work 
helps just 800 
single parents 

By Alexandra Frean, social affairs correspondent 


JUST 800 single parents have 
found work under the Govern¬ 
ment’s first Welfare to Work 
programme to be put into 
practice, the New Deal for 
single parents. 

Early results from pilot 
projects in eight areas, cover¬ 
ing 72,000 single parents with 
children of school age. show 
that the scheme has had a 
success rate of between 1 and 2 
per cent in its first ten months 
of operation. Among people 
signing on for the first time, it 
has been more successful, 
with 7 per cent of participants 
finding work. 

Despite the low take-up of 
the scheme, social security 
sources said that the results 
were encouraging. They said 
that if the figures were repeat¬ 
ed nationally there would 
be between 5.000 and 10,000 
people having found work out 
of the 500,000 unemployed 


single parents with school-age 
children. 

"For a completely new pro¬ 
gramme starting from 
scratch, these results are 
good." a source said. 

Harriet Hannan, the Social 
Security Secretary, said the 
independent Social and Com¬ 
munity Planning Research fig¬ 
ures showed that the New 
Deal was having a measur¬ 
able impact on the lives of 
single parents and their child¬ 
ren. Those who had found jobs 
through the scheme were on 
average £39 a week better oft 

The State had also benefit¬ 
ed. she said, because the value 
of benefits paid to single 
parents who had found a job 
under the scheme had reduced. 
by £42 a week. 

“With more lone parents 
working, there will be more 
families better off, and fewer 
children being brought up in 


Ministers ill-informed 


MINISTERS were kept in the 
dark by Social Security De¬ 
partment officials about a 
scheme to prevent disability 
benefit fraud (Nicholas Watt 
writes). They waited a month 
after die general election be¬ 
fore informing Baroness Hol¬ 
lis of Heigham, the minister 
supposed to be in charge of 
the scheme, which had been 


introduced by the Tories. The 
officials told her over her 
mobile phone at Preston rail¬ 
way station. The oversight 
was revealed in a report by 
the Social Security Select 
Committee. The report criti¬ 
cised the department’s timing 
of the the Benefit Integrity 
Project, which it said uncov¬ 
ered hardly any fraud. 


workless households," she 
said. 

Unless the programme pro¬ 
duces more striking results, 
however, pressure is likely to 
grow on the Government to 
introduce an element of com¬ 
pulsion into the programme to 
ensure that single parents 
attend jobcentre interviews. 

The New Deal for single 
parents, which was extended 
nationally to all new claimants 
from last month. The scheme 
was launched in July 1997 and 
provides a personal adviser to 
help each single parent with 
training, childcare, benefits 
and job preparation. The pro¬ 
gramme is voluntary and is 
aimed at those on income 
support whose children are of 
school age. 

The cost of launching the 
New Deal for single parents in 
the first ten months of its 
operation in the eight pilot 
areas was about £6-5 million, 
compared with an estimated 
saving in state benefit of about 
£15 million. 

Ministers hope to see an 
accelerted success rate as the 
programme becomes better 
known and as the personal 
advisers become more skilled. 
They also hope that the take- 
up will improve as the Gov¬ 
ernment's national childcare 
strategy is implemented, pro¬ 
viding after-school dubs and 
childcare subsidies. 


BENCUHTTS 



Betty Boothroyd. the 
Speaker, celebrated 25 years 
in the Commons yester¬ 
day. Her colleagues present¬ 
ed her with a fruit cake 
laced with brandy and sher¬ 
ry and bearing an edible 
model of the mace. There 
was a candle for evezy 


Celebration 
is in order 

year that she has been an 
M P since winning West 
Bromwich in a by-elec¬ 
tion. Miss Boothroyd said 


she had not seen many 
changes at Westminster but 
new MPs nowadays had 
more confidence than she 
had in 1973. "At the time 
the Chief Whip told me to 
keep my trap shut—and 
just speak when you have 
something to say." 
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Cook’s hubris 
is the real 
source of all 
his troubles 
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More cash 
promised 
for NHS 

TONY BLAIR promised more 
money yesterday to bring 
down hospital waiting lists, 
but said that it would be 
provided only when higher 
health service spending was 
"prudent" (Polly Newton 
writes). 

He made the commitment 
during Prime Minister's 
Questions in the Commons 
after taunts from the Tory 
leader, William Hague, about 
Labour’s pre-election pledge to 
cut waiting lists by 100.000. 
Figures due ou>. today are 
expected to sh**w that the 
number of peopi - waiting for 
operations has ^one up by 
130,000 since las* May. 

Mr Hague sa^d the Prime 
Minister should be ashamed 
of the Government's "com¬ 
plete and utter failure" to keep 
its promises. 

Mr Blair said: “Weve put 
some £2 billion more than 
Conservative spending plans 
into the health service and we 
well put more money in over 
the next few years." 


ROBfN COOK is not nearly 
as bad a Foreign Secretary as 
he has recently been painted. 
But then no "British Foreign 
Secretary any longer has the 
chance to be either as good us 
he claims or as bad as his 
opponents charge. 

Foreign policy is now large¬ 
ly about incremental steps 
here and there. Big leaps 
forward are seldom on the 
agenda. So Foreign Secretar¬ 
ies are best advised to be 
modest The real reason why- 
Mr Cook is now in trouble is 
that he entered office claiming 
to have made a completely 
fresh start. He is paying for 
his hubris. 

As so often, the best correc¬ 
tive to the hype has come from 
Douglas Hurd, who has be¬ 
come even more headmasterly 
since he left office. In a speech 
to the Tory Reform Group this 
week. Lord Hurd of WestweH 
argued that Mr Cook's prob¬ 
lem was his style and method, 
not his foreign policy, where 
there had been considerable 
continuity with the Major 
Government 

He cited the approach to the 
Gulf crisis in the early spring. 
Bosnia (though the Blair Gov¬ 
ernment has teen more ag¬ 
gressive about pursuing war 
criminals), enlargement of the 
European Union, Cyprus, the 
Arab-lsrael dispute and Hong 
Kong. Lord Hurd underesti¬ 
mates the personal impact of 
Tony Blair in Europe, even 
though claims about leading 
Europe are overblown and 
often counter-productive. 

Lord Hurd maintained, 
with rather a grand flourish, 
that "new Labour has stood on 
Tory shoulders and carried 
forward what we were trying 
to achieve. Like every incom¬ 
ing Foreign Secretary of any 
party, Robin Cook altered the 
compass by a few degrees.” 
According to Lord Hurd. Lab¬ 
our had carried forward exist¬ 
ing discussions about land¬ 
mines and an International 
CriminaJ Court, and altered 
by “a word or two" the criteria 
for overseas arms sales. 

Mr Cook would no doubt 
argue that he has done more. 
But his claims have undoubt¬ 
edly run well ahead of hts 
achievements. His emphasis 
on the ethical dimension of 
foreign policy has always 
looked humbug, pious aspira¬ 
tions with little connection 
with the realities of British 


interests. Similarly, as Lord 
Hurd argued, the Amiual 
Report on Human Rights 
vastly exaggerated the shift in 
policy over the past year. .All 
Foreign Secretaries balance 
human rights with trade and 
security interests in their con¬ 
tacts with authoritarian 
regimes. 

Lord Hurd had sympathy 
with Mr Cook over recent 
episodes which have got him 
into the headlines. “I did not 
criticise him when he found 
himself in a pot of bubbling 
stew first in India during the 
Queen's visit and then in 
Palestine. Indeed I felt a 
twinge of sympathy as I 
remembered how nearly I had 
been boiled alive when ventur¬ 
ing remarks on both the 
Kashmir and the Arab-lsrael 
dispute. These things happen. 
Sometimes a Foreign Secre¬ 
tary finds himself in a predica¬ 
ment from which there can be 
no happy outcome.’’ 

Mr Cook's position now is 


RIDDELL 


ON POLITICS 

worse both because of the 
grand claims he made a year 
ago and because, in Lord 
Hurd's words, “the engine of 
government is clanking and 
grinding unhappily". The For¬ 
eign Office is not working as if 
should. That is partly as a 
result of Mr Cook's prickly 
style. But in a sense this is a 
symptom of a wider problem 
— the tendency of many 
ministers to behave as if they 
were still in opposition and to 
be distant tram the Civil 
Service. 

Mr Cook is confident that he 
will be exonerated by the Legg 
inquiry. But he has been 
damaged. Perhaps he noujA 
regrets that he decided againsr 
going north and becoming 
First Minister in Edinburgh. 
He remains the foremost ad¬ 
vocate of constitutional reform 
in the Cabinet alongside Lord 
Irvine of Lairg. So perhaps 
later in the Parliament 
he might become constitu¬ 
tional supremo, especially if 
Mr Blair opts for electoral 
reform at Westminster. That 
is a cause which Mr Cook 
would lead with gusto and 
passion. 

Peter Riddell 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Today in the Commons: Treasury 
questions; debate on European 
Common Agricultural Policy; 
short debate on Amos Vale 
cemetery. 

in the Lords: Magistrates’ 
Courts (Procedure) Bill, Com¬ 
mons amendments; Tax Credits 


(Initial Expenditure) Bill, all 
stages; European Communities 
(Amendment) Bill, third reading; 
Contracting Out (Functions relat- j 
ing to National Savings) Order “ 
Broadcasting (Percentage of Dig¬ 
ital Capacity for Radio Multiplex 
Licence) Order. 
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Lack of funds stifles hope 
for Parkinson’s sufferers 


New operation brings applause and tears of joy, but 
the chance to have it is restricted, Ian Murray reports 


A BRAIN implant for Parkin¬ 
son'S Disease sufferers was 
licensed for use yesterday after 
trials showed it can dramati¬ 
cally reduce the violent shakes 
that make their lives so diffi¬ 
cult However, most health 
authorities are refusing to 
fund the £15.000 treatments, 
and most patients will be from 
Ireland and Holland, whose 
Governments are prepared to 
pay for their care in Britain. 

The restriction was criti¬ 
cised by Mary Baker, presi¬ 
dent of the European 
Parkinson's Disease Associ¬ 
ation. who said the operation 
was the only long-term hope 
for many sufferers, as medica¬ 
tion usually ceased to control 
the condition after about ten 
years: “it may cost a great 
deal, but so does providing 
full-time care. And you cannot 
put a price on quality of life.” 

“Saleh" Sandercock is one of 
the patients whose life has 
been changed, and he volun¬ 
teered to be put on show 
yesterday when the device was 
granted an EU-wide licence. 
The electrode in his brain, 
connected to a small generator 
beneath the skm of his chest 
enables him to swim, shave, 
dress, feed himself and enjoy a 
pint in the pub. Six months 
ago. he could do none of these 
things. 

He was diagnosed with the 
disease in 1983 when he was 37 
and working as a builder and 
decorator. Medication initially 
controlled the condition but 


within ten years he was forced 
lo give up work and by 1994 
he was using a wheelchair to 
move about his home at 
Crediton, Devon. 

Neurologists at the Royal 
Devon and Exeter Hospital 
referred him to Bristol where 
Steven Gill, a consuliant 
neurosurgeon at the Frenchay 
Hospital, was investigating 
ways to remove brain tissue 
that causes the shaking. He 
burned out a tiny malfunction¬ 
ing piece of tissue, no more 
than 4mm across, that had 
sent wrong signals. 

Mr GiU operated in 1996. 
For a short while. Mr 
Sandercock was able to regain 


control of his right-side limbs. 
But within a year, the illness 
began seriously to affect his 
left side. Mr Gill knew that 
another operation to remove 
tissue would have a 30 per cent 
risk of removing the ability to 
speak. He decided that the 
best hope was a pioneering 
technique developed in 
France, which involves insert¬ 
ing an electrode into the brain, 
powered by a generator that 
sends a mild stimulation to 
block the wrong brain signals. 

The target area is 1mm. To 
find it, the patient’s head is 
immobilised and passed 
through a magnetic scanner. 
Mr Sandercock’s wife. 


Maggie. 53. was in the theatre 
last November watching the 
four-hour operation. When the 
electrode was in place, her 
husband had to be woken so 
the surgeons could watch how 
he responded when it was 
fired. 

Twice Mr Gill tried without 
success, moving the electrode 
point microscopically between 
attempts. The third rime. Mr 
Sandercock's body relaxed 
and he stopped shaking. “Ev¬ 
eryone in the theatre broke 
into applause,” Mrs San¬ 
dercock said yesterday. “I was 
crying. Suddenly 1 had my 
husband bade again.” 

Yesterday Mr Sandercock 
stood in front of a press 
conference looking relaxed, 
then wiped a small magnetic 
switch across his chest In¬ 
stantly his body began to 
shake and twist “I usually do 
this to music,” he joked. The 
movements became more tor¬ 
mented. This was how he was 
before die implant He 
switched on the device again, 
and everyone sighed with 
relief. 

The device works at two 
speeds, the intermediate one 
controlling some movement 
but allowing him to speak 
more loudly and to save 
current on the battery, which 
needs to be replaced every four 


to five years. The £4.000 unit 
under the skin of the chest is 
replaced in a relatively simple 
operation. The electrodes in 
the brain are permanent, but 
can be removed if they cease to 
be effective. 

About 30 patients in Britain 
have been fitted with the 
device, but Mr Sandercock is 
the first to have the electrode 
implanted below the thala¬ 
mus, the walnut-sized knot of 
nerve cells at the centre of the 
brain which acts as the switch¬ 
board for ail sensory percep¬ 
tions. Successfully fitting it 
there means the treatment 
should be effective for more 
titan 90 per cent of Parkinson's 
patients who no longer re¬ 
spond to normal medication. 

The operation is so difficult 
that only three hospitals in 
Britain are prepared to at¬ 
tempt it regularly. Apart from 
Bristol, they are King^s Coll¬ 
ege Hospital in London and 
the Dundee Royal Infirmary. 
Mr Gill, the Bristol neurosur¬ 
geon, said he was treating 
patients from Ireland and 
Holland—the treatment is not 
available in their countries — 
but hardly any were being 
referred in Britain. 

He said of the national 
funding problem: “They don’t 
want to provide the money 
because they say the treatment 
is not proven. They say we 
must carry out randomised 
trials but won’t provide the 
money for this. I don't know of 
any case that has failed." 



The chest generator, left and external activator 
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“Saleh” Sandercock at home. His wife said: “Suddenly I had my h u sba n d back” art 
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Scientists find damaged gene 
linked to cervical cancer risk 


By Nigel Hawkes 


A GENETIC variation that makes 
some women seven times more 
likely to develop cervical cancer has' 
been discovered. 

Women with a particular version 
of the gene for a protein that 
protects against cancer are the ones 
at risk. Alan Storey and colleagues 
from the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund report in Nature. 

The protein, called p53. is one of 
the first lines of defence against 
cancer, and many cancers are 
linked to damage" to" the p53 genet 
In this case, the team says, the gene 


is stopped from working by a pro¬ 
tein produced by a virus, the hu- 
man papillomavirus, believed to be 
a cause of cervical cancer. 

What happens is that the protein 
binds to the p53. and helps to break 
it down. But natural variations in 
p53 determine just how effective 
this process is. Women with a form 
of p53 that is easily broken down 
stand a much greater chance of 
getting cervical cancer. 

The variation occurs at a single 
point along the p53 protein, at 
position 72. The amino acid at this 
point may be either proline, or 
arginine. If it is arginine, the p53 as 


a whole is far more easily broken 
down. Those in whom both copies 
of the gene produce a protein with 
arginine at position 72 are especial¬ 
ly vulnerable. “In future, testing for 
p53 status may prove to be another 
useful tool in assessing a woman’s 
risk of developing cervical cancer.” 
Dr Storey said. 

The findings also have implica¬ 
tions for skin cancers linked to 
HPV infection and exposure to sun¬ 
light- Organ transplant patients, 
who take drugs to suppress their 
immune systems, have a high risk 
of developing this type of cancer, 
called squamous cell carcinoma. 


Nature beats nurture for top athletes 


ns: 


on 


By Nigel Hawkes. science editor 


TOUGH guys are bom, not made, 
scientists have discovered. Those 
with the right genes can climb 
higher and respond better to train- 


are better at taking up nutrients 
and oxygen, according to Hugh 
Montgomery, of University College 
London Centre for Cardiovascular 
Research. 

This is the first gene to be found 
that influences athletic perfor¬ 
mance in endurance sports. The 
best marathon runners and moun¬ 
taineers are likely to possess the 
gene, the team believes. 

The gene involved is responsible 
for making angiotensin-converting 


enzyme (ACE). The role of this 
enzyme in the body is to convert a 
peptide, angiotensin, from an inac¬ 
tive to an active form, which in turn 
causes contraction of the muscles 
and raises blood pressure. People 
with high blood pressure are often 
prescribed ACE inhibitors to sup¬ 
press the enzyme’s activity. 

The hope is that understanding 
the ACE gene will help to reduce 
damage in heart attacks and 
strokes, when blood supply is 
blocked and a means of enabling 
cells to make the most of what is 
available could save lives. 

The ACE gene is found in two 
forms in human beings, one known 
as the D and the other as the 1 foim. 


Because we all cany two copies of 
each gene, this means there are 
three possibilities: we may have 
two copies of D. two of I. or one of 
each. The UCL team took DNA 
samples from 25 mountaineers, all 
of whom had proved able to climb 
above 7.000 metres without supple¬ 
mentary oxygen. When compared 
with most British men. more of the 
mountaineers had the II form. 

Then Dr Montgomery’s team 
examined 123 army recruits. It 
found that a quarter had the H 
form. 60 per cent the ID form, and 
15 per cent the DD form. The team 
measured the length of time each 
recruit could flex his elbow while 
holding a 15kg weight, and mea- 
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sured it again at the end of a ten- un- 
week training programme. Again, 
it reports in Nature, it was the II 
types who did best, showing an 
improvement as a result of fitness , 
training which was 11 times greater 
than that shown by the DD types. 

The ED types fell between the two 
extremes. 

The result does not show that 
DD types are destined to be the 
weaklings caricatured in body- m 
building advertisements, bm that Iffl 
they are certainly at some genetic 
disadvantage if they tty to climb 200 
Everest without oxygen. No an 
women were tested, but there is no ,eir 
reason to doubt that women would na- 
have a similar genetic variation, the 
_Tie 
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Iran opens door to new 
era of European detente 


By Michael Evans 

A NEW era of relations be¬ 
tween Iran and the European 
Union has been opened after 
the first positive talks between 
a senior Foreign Office official 
and his counterpart from 
Tehran. 

If other planned “substan¬ 
tive” talks between officials in 
the next few weeks produce 
equally positive results, Derek 
Patched, the Foreign Office 
Minister responsible for the 
Middle East could head a 
delegation to Tehran, the first 
such visit since the Iranian 
revolution in 1979. 

The breakthrough in diplo¬ 
matic relations, which have 
wavered between crisis and 
stalemate for nearly two de¬ 
cades. has been made possible 
because of the perceived mod¬ 
erate leadership of President 
Khatami since he took power 
last August Although the 
Foreign Office, which took 
part in the talks on Tuesday in 
Brussels because of Britain's 
position as President of the 
EU, was being cautious about 
future relations with Iran, the 
“step-by-step" approach could 
also eventually lead to the 
return of a British ambassa¬ 
dor to Tehran. The embassy 
has been headed by a charge 
d’affaires since 1990. In the 
1960s, Britain's relations with 



Fatchett: might lead a 
visit to Iran for talks 


Tehran were based on a 
British interests section m the 
Swedish Embassy. 

The talks in Brussels be¬ 
tween Derek Plumbly. direc¬ 
tor of Middle East Command 
at the Foreign Office, and the 


senior Iranian official focused 
on the agenda for more de¬ 
tailed meetings on political, 
economic and cultural rela¬ 
tions, which are expected to 
lead to contacts between 
ministers. 

Despite the more positive 
atmosphere between Iran and 
the EU. there remain five key 
issues that could still under¬ 
mine the improving relations 
unless President Khatami can 
demonstrate that he has the 
political power to resolve 
them. 

Thqy are: the fatvva against 
Salman Rushdie, the author; 
Iran's weapons of mass de¬ 
struction programme; its con¬ 
tinuing role in state-sponsored 
terrorism; Tehran’s poor hu¬ 
man rights record; and its 
unhelpful position on the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process. 

A visit by Mr Fatchett to 
Tehran is one option if the 


talks with officials make 
progress in these five areas. 
Britain hands over the EU 
presidency to Austria on June 
30, but will remain part of the 
so-called EU troika of minis¬ 
ters for another six months. 
The troika would probably go 
to Tehran. 

The EU had previously held 
a “critical dialogue" with Iran, 
but those talks did not 
progress beyond a bout of 
shadow boxing with Tehran 
over Mr Rushdie, the evidence 
of state-sponsored terrorism 
and die other issues that 
prevented Iran from being 
accepted as a normal member 
of the international commun¬ 
ity. The critical dialogue was 
suspended after Iran was ac¬ 
cusal of being behind a terror¬ 
ist bombing outrage in a 
restaurant in Berlin. 

The new talks are aimed at 
giving maximum encourage- 


Tehran consents to political party 


Tehran: A group of senior 
officials backing Iran's mod¬ 
erate President Khatami has 
won government permission 
to form a political party, with 
Gholam Hossein Karbaschi. 
the Mayor of Tehran, as its 
secretary-general, it was re¬ 
pented. But on the day of the 
announcement. Ayatollah 


Muhammad Yazdi. the bead 
of the judiciary, confirmed 
after an investigation that Mr 
Karbaschi is to be tried on 
corruption charges. 

The party, the Servants of 
Construction, Is among the 
first authorised in the country 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu¬ 
tion. The group, popularly 


known as G-6, was formed on 
the eve of parliamentary elec¬ 
tions two years ago by six 
centrist officials. It was instru¬ 
mental in mustering the sup¬ 
port of voters behind Mr 
Khatami during last year's 
presidential polls in which 
conservative candidates were 
defeated. (Reuters. AFP) 


ment to President Khatami to 
pursue his moderate policies, 
which are opposed by the 
more radical clerks, and in 
particular by Ayatollah 
Khamenei, the spiritual 
leader. 

The change in atmosphere 
between Iran and the West 
was boosted last week after the 
EU summit with President 
Clinton in London when the 
United States ended the threat 
of American sanctions against 
companies trading with Iran. 
The biggest stumbling block 
for Britain, however, is the 
death sentence imposed on Mr 
Rushdie in 1989 by the late 
Ayatollah Khomeini after pub¬ 
lication of his book. The 
Satanic Verses. Tehran has 
said the fatwa cannot be 
revoked. 

A Foreign Office official said 
that if a ministerial visit to 
Tehran was arranged in the 
future, it would be highly 
symbolic. However, it was 
likely, the official said, that the 
first ministerial discussions 
would be held in Europe. The 
official said: “No decision has 
been made yet. At present we 
are just dipping our toes into 
the water." 

[n a recent interview with 
CNN. President Khatami 
made it dear that he was 
interested in starting a dia¬ 
logue with the United States. 
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President Khatami, whose perceived moderate leadership has made possible the 
potential breakthrough in diplomatic relations between Brussels and Tehran 
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Bhutto adds to pressure 
for Pakistan nuclear test 

From Christopher Thomas in Islamabad 


DAYS after deriding that it 
would explode a nuclear de¬ 
vice, the Pakistan Govern¬ 
ment is divided over whether 
to go ahead — and if so. when, 
indecision has brought a 
clamour of protests by opposi¬ 
tion parties demanding an 
immediate demonstration of 
nuclear equality with India. 

Benazir Bhutto, the Opposi¬ 
tion leader — back in the 
country after another of her 
frequent foreign trips — is 
demanding that a nuclear test 
be conducted swiftly. Some 
right-wing religious parties 
are expressing their desire for 
the immediate development of 
an “Islamic bomb" in re¬ 
sponse to India's race to be the 
lust to put nuclear tips on its 
missiles. 

The odds may still favour a 
Pakistani test, given the huge 
public support for one. but the 
dithering has left the impres¬ 
sion that the Government is 
seeking a face-sating way of 
doing nothing. Nawaz Sharif, 
the Prime Minister, has been 
notably less strident in his 
public statements than other 
ministers, reflecting his ner¬ 
vousness at the economic and 


diplomatic consequences of 
detonating a nuclear device. 

Pakistan's economy is a 
tenth the sire of India's and its 
rupee is hilly convertible, un¬ 
like India's, raising the possi¬ 
bility of huge capital flight if a 
test were carried out 

Japan, a key donor country, 
has warned that it would 
suspend aid. The Government 
has oonsidered delaying a test 
while it rides out the latest 
economic crisis. Mr Sharif 
might deride he can survive 
the short-term political dam¬ 
age of not testing immediately, 
since he has a two-thirds 
parliamentary majority. 

India doubtless wants Paki¬ 
stan to conduct a test, aware 
that this would further enfee¬ 
ble its economy and deflect 
international condemnation 
from Delhi to Islamabad. 
India has sharply increased its 
rhetoric over Kashmir, saying 
that the time has come for a 
tough stand to stop Pakistan’s 
support of separatist militants 
in the Kashmir valley — 
remarks probably designed to 
strengthen demands in Paki¬ 
stan for a nuclear test 

India accused Pakistan of 


sending mercenaries into its 
portion of Kashmir and said it 
was time to stop its “stoking" 
of terrorism — remarks that 
have been widely interpreted 
in Pakistan as a threat to 
invade the Pakistani side of 
the former princely state. Mr 
Sharif said he took the Indian 
“threats" seriously. 

But he went on to hint at his 
reluctance to conduct a 
nuclear test as a warning to 
India. He condemned the 
international community’s 
failure to co-ordinate harsh 
sanctions against Delhi, add¬ 
ing: “Had the world severely 
punished India l could have 
told my people that now there 
is no justification to detonate 
our nudear device. But this is 
not happening." 

Shamshad Ahmed, head of 
Pakistan’s Foreign Office, has 
returned from talks in Beijing 
in which he discussed the 
possibility of a Pakistani test 
Government sources claim 
that China, which has sup¬ 
plied most of Pakistan's 
nuclear technology, did not 
seek to influence Islamabad 
on whether or when to con¬ 
duct an explosion. 


‘Web of 
rage’ traps 
Israeli 
spin-doctor 

From Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

iSRAEL’S top spin-doctor 
was fighting to save his job 
yesterday after an opinion 
poll found more Israelis be¬ 
lieved The New Yorker’s ac¬ 
count of his demeaning re¬ 
marks about the Prime 
Minister's wife than accepted 
bis denials. 

The Gallup poll — 46 per 
cent believed the article. 32 
per cent the denials — pub¬ 
lished by Tel Aviv's Maariv 
increased pressure on Binya- 
min Netanyahu to fire David 
Bar-IIIan. his communica¬ 
tions director and dose friend, 
after his remarks about the 
mental stability of Sara 
Netanyahu and the sexual 
antics of the late Moshe 
Dayan provoked a storm. 

Maariv cited the “growing 
rage" of Mrs Netanyahu, of 
whom Mr Bar-Wan was al¬ 
leged by David Rem nick, the 
Pulitzer prize-winning US 
journalist to have said: “Sara 
is not the most stable woman 
in the world." Em manual Ro¬ 
sen. an Israeli television com¬ 
mentator. said Mr Bar-Man's 
future lay in her hands. 

The paper also noted that 
Israel’s influential rabbis 
were furious with Mr Bar- 
Man, a former Editor of The 
Jerusalem Post, for allegedly 
teDing Mr Remnick that no 
opprobrium would be at¬ 
tached to sleeping with a non- 
Jcwish woman because “even 
rabbis do it". 

Yad Dayan, a Knesset 
member and the daughter of 
General Dayan, condemned 
the insult to him. saying Mr 
Bar-IIIan should go. i 
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Falklands oil strike 

after two-week search 


AFTER only two weeks of 
arming, an international oil 
company has discovered oil in 
the waters off the Falklands 
raising the prospect of an oii 
bonanza in the South Atlantic. 

The US-owned Amerada 
Hess company which began 
operation in one of the 
licensed tranches 200 miles to 
the north of the Falklands has 
brought up traces of oil. The 
speed of its discovery has 
convinced some experts that 
there are vast reserves be¬ 
neath the seabed and that test 
drillings in other tranches 
may also prove lucky. 

Oil experts were cautious. 
The Falklands Islands Gov¬ 
ernment has suggested that a 
medium-to-large field of 
500 million barrels could yield 
more than £1 billion in royal¬ 
ties. That would make evejy 
man. woman and child in the 
islands, whose total popula¬ 
tion is 2,100, among the richest 
in the world. 


By Michael Binyon, 

Amerada Hess, however, 
said that the champagne corks 
were not popping yet. “We du 
not know whether this is just a 
trace, whether the oil has 
leaked away or whether we 
will find any in commercial 
quantities. Only one in eleven 
wells in the North Sea vieids 
viable quantities of oil.' 1 " 

However, news of the oil 
strike will spur a race to 
develop the rich resources of 
the South Atlantic which inev¬ 
itably will transform life in the 
sparse, windswept islands. 
Drilling is to continue for 
another ten to fourteen days 
and the rig will then be passed 
to Lasmo. another consortium 
that has won licences in near¬ 
by tranches. The international 
oil companies have all agreed 
to use the same drilling equip¬ 
ment and share seismic infor¬ 
mation in order to keep down 
the costs of exploration. 

Falklanders are anxious 
that their simple way of life 


DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

will be swept away in a fever 
of development and a huge 
influx of population. The is¬ 
lands' semi-autonomous gov¬ 
erning council has commis¬ 
sioned several development 
plans to look at how any 
offshore industry could be 
serviced and how to limit the 
impact of the industry on the 
fragile environment and the 
endangered wildlife. 

The prospect of an oil boom 
has raised the strategic value 
of the islands which Britain 
fought to free from an Argen¬ 
tine invasion in 1982. ft is also 
likely to trigger a battle with 
the Treasury over how much 
of the royalty money remains 
in the Falklands. a British 
dependent territory, and how 
much will be sent to London. 

The last Conservative Gov¬ 
ernment made clear that al¬ 
though dependent territories 
were normally entitled to their 
own mineral resources, it be¬ 
lieved that Britain should re¬ 


ceive some or ihe oil money. 
The islanders, anticipating 
such pressure, have offered to 
pay the estimated costs of the 
British garrison in the islands. 
£67 million a year. 

There are 12 licensed 
tranches in the sea north of the 
Falklands. To the west where 
the economic zones of the 
Falklands and Argentina 
overlap, a special regime has 
been set up to allow explora¬ 
tion without compromising 
the sovereignty claims of each 
side. Bidding for licences there 
is due to start soon. 

An oil-rich Falklands would 
be an even bigger prize for 
Argentina, which is still hop¬ 
ing to open talks with Britain 
on the furure status of the 
islands. President Menem is 
to pay his first visit to Britain 
in November and is expected 
to bring up the quesnon of the 
islands despite the Govern¬ 
ment's insistence that that is 
not on the agenda. 
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Russia’s novice 
leader faces 
crisis over wages 

From Robin Lodge in Moscow 


SERGEI KIRIYENKO faced 
his first major crisis as Rus¬ 
sian Prime Minister yesterday 
as tens of thousands of work¬ 
ers downed tools and joined 
demonstrations across the 
country over the non-payment 
of wages. 

Mr Kiriyenko, whose ap¬ 
pointment was confirmed 
three weeks ago after a month¬ 
long tussle between President 
Yeltsin and the Communist- 
dominated Duma, met die 
leaders of Siberian miners 
who haw been on strike for 
the past two weeks to demand 
wages overdue by up to six 
months. The miners have 
blocked both rail routes across 
Siberia, prompting Aman 
Tuteyev. Governor of Kemero- 



Kiriyenkjo: made wage 
arrears his priority 


vo region, to declare a state of 
emergency. 

Mr Kiriyenko said after his 
talks that Mr Yeltsin had 
signed a decree ordering 
wages to the miners to be paid 
in full ten days ago. There 
seemed no likelihood, howev¬ 
er. that the miners would give 
up their protest until they 
received the money. 

They have been joined by 
protesters in other sectors. 
About 200 scientists in the Far 
East region of Vladivostok 
blocked major roads out of the 
city on Tuesday and in 
Moscow yesterday, thousands 
of teachers and students 
marched on the Education 
Ministry to protest against a 
lack of funding. 

Miners’ strikes have contin¬ 
ued intermittently over recent 
years amid the breakdown of 
the Soviet system that ensured 
special supplies and bonuses 
to an area of the economy 
notorious for its harsh condi¬ 
tions. But with huge coal 
stockpiles and reduced de¬ 
mand rn the summer, die 
miners have little leverage. 
Their plight highlights the 
predicament that the Russian 
Government faces with the 
economy. When Mr Yeltsin 
sacked the previous Govern¬ 
ment, he pointed to its failure 
to deal with the wage arrears 
issue. Consequently, it is Mr 
Kiriyenko’s first priority. 
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Military threat 
forces retreat 

by opposition 


RRDIA LtSNAWAH / AP 


From David Watts 
IN JAKARTA 

THE Suharto regime yester¬ 
day used the threat of a 
military response to force 
opposition leaders to call off a 
million-strong march on cen¬ 
tral Jakarta. 

The armed forces were 
quoted as saying that they did 
nor care if there was a massa¬ 
cre like that of pro-democracy 
Chinese students in Tianan¬ 
men Square in 1989 if the anti- 
govemment march went 
ahead. 

The warning came only 
hours before Amien Rais, the 
organiser of the march, was 
due to lead his foliowers into 
the city centre. Mr Rais, who 
heads one of the largest Mus¬ 
lim movements in the country, 
appealed on television to his 
supporters not to make the 
journey to Jakarta’s Indepen¬ 
dence Square to mark Nat¬ 
ional Awakening Day. 

“I don’t want more blood¬ 
shed,” he said later. “More 
innocent victims — my heart 
just can't tolerate more blood 
being spilled to try and force 
Mr Suharto to resign." 

The military encircled the 
city centre, bringing an eerie 
silence. Independence Square 
was deserted save for troops, 
tanks and a helicopter. 

First were checkpoints 
manned by military police. 
Half a mile further on were 
troops' under General Pra- 


PROTEST MOVEMENT 


bowo Subianto manning bar¬ 
riers around the main residen¬ 
tial area of foreign 
ambassadors. Then as one 
approached Jalan Thamrin, 
Jakarta’s equivalent of Oxford 
Street, armoured personnel 
carriers barred the way. 

Some soldiers carried white 
ribbons on their shoulder 
flashes to show peaceful in¬ 
tent, but the collision between 
brute power and political aspi¬ 
ration is all too apparent. 

Thousands of students kept 
up their vigil at the National 
People’s Assembly building, 
vowing to stay until Mr 
Suharto resigns. But activists 
admitted that to be effective 
they had to find a way around 
the military barriers. 

According to a student lead¬ 
er. the parliamentary Speaker. 
Harmoko, has given President 
Suharto until tomorrow to 
resign. 

“If by that time no reply is 
given, the leadership of the 
parliament on Monday will 
instruct the heads of the 
political factions to begin 
preparations for a special 
session of the people’s consul¬ 
tative assembly.” said Sardini, 
the student leader, after meet¬ 
ing the Speaker. 

Unable to stage his protest. 
Mr Rais was given a tumultu¬ 
ous welcome when he joined 
the students. He accused the 


military of being ready to 
tolerate a “Tiananmen situa¬ 
tion". “An Army general {told 
me] he doesn't care at all if a 
Tiananmen accident ... will 
take place today in Jakarta," 
Mr Rais said. “I was so 
shocked hearing this.” 

Today is a national holiday 
— Ascension Day — and the 
Government said it would 
name those on the committee 
to help Mr Suharto to plan his 
reforms and to indicate when 
elections might be held. If 
those proposals are at all 
credible, the opposition has 
lost the initiative. 

Peaceful demonstrations in 
Surabaya and other outlying 
cities had little impact yester¬ 
day. Jakarta is where die 
argument wfll be won or lost 
One observer said; “It wfll 
probably take another two or 
three years to bring about real 
change or until there is a split 
in the army." 

Madeleine Albright the US 
Secretary of State, yesterday 
called on Mr Suharto to 
“preserve his legacy” by step¬ 
ping down and permitting a 
transition to democracy. 

□ Destroyer sails: A Royal 
Navy destroyer. HMS York, 
has been ordered to sail from 
the Gulf to Indonesia to evacu¬ 
ate British nationals if Jakarta 
airport is dosed (Michael Ev¬ 
ans writes). 
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Contenders for 
Suharto throne 
wifi lukewarm 
popular support 


Students leaving the Indonesian parliament in Jakarta exchange high-five 
salutes with soldiers yesterday after a day of peaceful protest in the capital 


Tyneside man was stabbed by robber who hid in taxi 



Neil Peacock, with wife. Linda, and son. Marcus 
at a family wedding-in Northumberland 


By Paul Wilkinson 
and David Watts 

THE body of a British businessman 
lulled during last week’s riots in Indone¬ 
sia has been returned to his pregnant 
wife and young child in Singapore. 

Nefl Peacock was last seen alive a week 
ago on his way to a business meeting in 
the capital. Jakarta. His body was found 
in die city earlier this week- 
It emerged yesterday that Mr Peacock, 
35. had been attacked as he was retumHig 
to his hotel early in the morning. In what 
appeared to have been a planned 
robbery, pn attacker hid in the boot of his . 
taxi and then robbed him. stabbing him; 


BRITISH VICTIM 


to death. Mr Peacock, originally from 
Heddon-on-the-Wall, on Tyneside, had 
worked in the Far East for ten years. He 
lived with * his wile Linda and son 
Marcus, four, in Singapore. 

Mr Peacock, who had started a new 
job as Asia director for a building 
products firm, was last seen getting into a 
taxi outside his hotel last Wednesday. A 
colleague identified his body. ■ . a - 
He was educated at Pontdand High 
School before graduating in dvg engf-, 
peering from Bradford University. 

Mr Peacock’s widowed mother, Mar¬ 


garet his sister. Sandra, a teacher at 
Pontefancf Junior School, and her hus¬ 
band. Julian, left their homes in 
Hexham. Northumberland, on Monday 
to fly to his family in Singapore. 

Nicholas Wirz. the dead man's cousin, 
bum Heaton. Newcastle upon Tyne, 
said: “He was on business in Indonesia 
and knew the country very welL” 

More than 500 deaths over the past 
week have been linked to the riots 
against President Suharto. But Hamish 
Daniel of the British Embassy, said 
there was no evidence to suggest ihat Mr 
Peacock's death was connected with the 
unrest U is now believed that reports of a 
second British fatality were incorrect 


By David Watts 

WHOEVER emerges as the 
figure to lead Indonesia out of 
its present crisis it seems 
unlikely that it wfll be any of 
the current contenders. 

Just as President Suharto 
came to prominence from rel¬ 
ative obscurity at a time of 
crisis, many hope that a per¬ 
sonality will emerge as the 
country's saviour from the 
present turmoil. 

Until his humiliation by the 
army over the past 24 hours, 
many believed the American- 
educated Amien Rais was the 
best bet as a civilian leader. 
Even among the Opposition, 
however, he is seen as some¬ 
thing of an opportunist who 
demonstrated such confidence 
after a recent visit to America 
that he was considered to be 
Washington's choice. That 
alone was sufficient to damage 
his chances m a country that 
has a. long history of CIA 
manipulation. 

He is intelligent and has 
good links to Lieutenant- 
General Prabowo Subianto. 
President Suharto’s son-in- 
law and commander of the 
strategic forces. General Pra¬ 
bowo has told Mr Rais pri¬ 
vately to “wait until the old 
man goes”, advice the Muslim 
leader has failed to take. Mr 
Rais is thought to favour 
turning Indonesia into a Mus¬ 
lim state, something other 
Muslim leaders do not want 

Among those is Abdur- 
raham Wahid who leads the 
larger Nahdatul Ulama Mus¬ 
lim grouping. Mr Wahid, a 
multilingual intellectual, has 
spoken of the dangers of a 
fundamentalist Islamic state, 
spoken against the President’s 
attempts to manipulate the 
Muslims and has managed to 
keep President Suharto politi¬ 
cally at arm’s length. 

It is a measure of his stature 
that he was among those 
summoned for .consultations 
with the President on his 
fature on Tuesday. He could 
command army support if 
officers decide that the time 
has come for a change to 
civilian rule, although his 
health is in question since a 
stroke last year. 

The biggest disappointment 
tar the Opposition has been 
Megawati Sukarnoputri, the 


daughter of President Sukar¬ 
no. the country’s first leader 
sifter independence whom 
President Suharto overthrew. 
Thrust into a political role for 
which she has never felt equip¬ 
ped,! she has had to face the 
destruction of her party head¬ 
quarters. in which several 
supporters were reported 
missing. She was forced out of 
the i party in a manoeuvre 
engineered by the President, 
has few ideas of her own and 
relies heavily on advisers. 

The army remains a key 
political force and General 
Wiranto. Commander-in- 
Chief of the armed forces and 
Defence Minister, cannot be 
ruled out entirely. Many have 
watched in the past ten days as 
General Wiranto has made 
unprecedented admissions of 
errors by the army in the 
lolling of students at Trisakti 
University. They hope that, as 
a former aide to Mr Suharto, 
he could act as a catalyst and 
persuade him to retire. 

General Prabowo is mar¬ 
ried to a daughter of the 
President and has had a met¬ 
eoric rise in the army. He had 
his early education in London, 
is an anglophile and hugely 
ambitious. 

He once wrote to a former 
military college classmate that 
he intended to be the Kemal 
Ataturk of Indonesia, but he is 
so closely identified with Presi¬ 
dent Suharto that it is difficult 
to see him in anything other 
than a transitional role unless 
the outgoing President secures 
his future for him. 



Rais: perceived to have 
American support 
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Diamond hunters 
seek jungle fortune 
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THE Soviet-built helicopter 
Known as “Bokkie". clattered 
not so much over the jungle 
canopy as through it. A pair 
of South Africans were at the 
controls. Also on board were 
ajiEthiopian engineer, a giant 
Fijian door gunner, a couple of 
Nigerian peacekeepers, and 
three Afrikaner security 
guards. 

. Bokkie has legendary status 
in Sierra Leone as a bringer of 
comfort to civilians, and terror 
to the rebels who prey upon 
them. Skimming call elephant 
grass and swinging like a 
pendulum below towering 
teak trees, the helicopter, 
leased by Sandline Interna¬ 
tional. headed for Koidu, the 
centre of Sierra Leone'S dia¬ 
mond trade and the greatest 
prize in the former British 
colony’s seven-year civil war. 

Fred the Fijian, 57. a former 
Special Air Service soldier, 
slung a machinegun over his 
shoulder and scanned the 
jungle as it flashed by. seeking 
rebels and their allies in the 
former Freetown junta, who 
have unleashed a reign of 
terror and destruction while 
seeking to plunder the coun¬ 
try’s vast diamond deposits. 

Juba, one of the mercenar¬ 
ies. had given a brief “safety 
announcement’’ before take¬ 
off. “ Don’t bother with the seat 
belts, I don’t know where they 
are." 

Dave Wright and Charlie 
Nolan, part of a small dan of 


GUINEA 


SIERRA 

LEONE 



Adamic 

Ocean 


KQWu^-- 


/ 

LIBERIA 
50 miles 


British businessmen who 
have devoted their lives w 
nying to make money amid 
Sierra Leone’s bloody upheav¬ 
als — there have been three 
coups in six years — settled 
back for an hour’s sleep. 

“We’re only interested in 
whai has happened to our 
plant machinery’." explained 
Mr Nolan, who comes from 
Motherwell. Scotland. "We 
were all set to go when the 
coup happened Jin May last 
year]" 

The Afrikaners had come 


Koidu, the centre of 
Sierra Leone’s 
diamond trade, has 
been in the hands of 
rebels. Sam Kiley 
flew with a team of 
mercenaries to the 
ravaged city 


along to guard the business¬ 
men. As members of Life¬ 
guard, they were hitching a 
ride with Sand line Interna¬ 
tional, the mercenary organis¬ 
ation which shares offices with 
Diamond Works and Branch 
Mining in the Kings Road. 
The mining company owns 
the rights to the Koidu 
kimberlite pipe, one of the 
richest deposits of gem quality 
diamonds in the world. 

Little could have prepared 
even the hardened South Afri¬ 
cans for what has been done to 


Kabbah plea for guns 


New York: President Kabbah 
of Sierra Leone has written to 
Kofi Annan, the United Nar 
tions Secretary-General to 
ask for the UN arms embargo 
to be lifted so that Nigerian- 
led peacekeepers can bring 
more weapons into the coun¬ 
try prunes Bone writes). 


Clinton ‘traded 
US security for 
Beijing funds’ 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

NEWT GINGRICH, the 
House Speaker, is to create a 
Watergate-style panel to inves¬ 
tigate charges that President 
Clinton put America’s security 
in jeopardy in return for 
illegal Chinese contributions 
to his re-election campaign. 

The new select committee, 
expected to be in place before 
Mr Clinton's planned visit to 
Beijing next month, is the 
sharpest Republican response 
to potentially explosive accu¬ 
sations that a Chinese military 
officer sent nearly $100,000 to 
the Democratic campaign at a 
time when the President was 
overruling his own bureaucra- 
cy to relax export controls on 
the transfer of satellite tech¬ 
nology to Beijing. 

Mr Gingrich said that the 
panel, modelled on the Senate 
Watergate committee of the 
Nixon era and chaired by 
Christopher Cox. a former 
counsel to President Reagan, 
would focus on recent reports 
that Uu Chaoying, a lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel in the Chinese 
Army and daughter of a 
general, had donated the 
funds to a senior Democratic 
fundraiser in 19%. 

It would also investigate 
whether Loral Space and 
Communications, a satellite 
manufacturer, already at the 
heart of a Justice Department 
inquiry, passed sensitive tech¬ 
nology to China. Bernard 
Schwartz, the company's chief 
executive, was the largest sin¬ 
gle donor to the Clinton-Gon? 
campaign in 19%. 

“But this has nothing to do 
with campaign finance." Mr 
Gingrich said. This has to do 
with the security of the United 
States. And the effort by the 
Chinese military to penetrate 
our political system and the 
effort by some people to give 
the Chinese secrets in viola¬ 
tion of American law." 

The disclosures of the past 
week have given the Republi¬ 
cans a fillip at a time when the 
Whitewater investigation has 
retreated from the news and 
the President’s alleged sexual 



Gingrich; “Nothing to do 

with campaign finance” 

misconduct has failed to excite 
the public. 

In this case, a branch of Mr 
Clinton’s Administration is 
investigating whether his offi¬ 
cial acts as President altered 
agreed foreign policy and 
affected the nation's security. 
The investigation also has the 
potential to damage Al Gore, 
the Vice-President and Demo¬ 
cratic frontrunner for the pres¬ 
idency in 2000. Mr Gore has 
for many years spoken of the 
dangers of weapon and miss¬ 
ile technology proliferation, 
but it was he who appeared at 
a Buddhist temple in 1996 to 
raise campaign funds. The 
funds raised were alleged to 
have come from foreign do¬ 
nors. which is illegal. 

Although the White House 
has denied that Chinese dona¬ 
tions changed national guide¬ 
lines on satellite exports, Mr 
Clinton in fact reversed his 
policy five months after War¬ 
ren Christopher, then Secre¬ 
tary of State, had sought to 
limit China’s ability to launch 
American-made satellites us¬ 
ing Chinese rockets. 

During last years hearings 
into illicit contributions, the 
Administration said that it 
had not exchanged polity 
benefits for large donations. 
Now the White House main¬ 
tains that the President made 
the change not because of 
campaign contributions but to 
improve American competi¬ 
tiveness and to streamline the 
bureaucracy. 


The US supports reinforcing 
tiie Ecomog peacekeeping 
mission to suppress a contin¬ 
ued rebellion in the east of the 
country. Britain suggested in 
the Security Council (his week 
dial it favoured a new UN 
peacekeeping operation to be 
sent there to maintain order. 


Hackers 
can cripple 
Internet in 
30 minutes 

By Tom Rhodes 

A BAND of America’s top 
computer hackers claims it 
could cripple the Internet in 
half an hour and, given more 
time and money, interrupt 
satellite transmissions and 
spy on the President. 

The Boston group, testifying 
before the Senate, said that tty- 
interfering with links between 
long-distance telephone carri¬ 
ers it could disrupt the 
Internet service for at least two 
days in just 30 minutes. I 

The seven hackers, dressed 
in blade suits, identified them¬ 
selves wily by their lniemet 
aliases, inducting Mudge, Bri¬ 
an Oblivion and Space Rogue. 

• Known as LQpht, the hack¬ 
ers meet in a Boston loft every 
week to discuss weaknesses in 
computer, cellular telephone 
and other communications 
networks. 

They were called to Capitol 
Hill as pan of Senate hearings 
into the security of govern¬ 
ment and commercial comput¬ 
er and telecommunications 
networks. The Government 
has found that the State De¬ 
partment and Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration’s air- 
control system are vulnerable 
to hacking. 

On Friday President Clinton 
will announce the creation of 
two government organisations 
to deal with information war¬ 
fare and the appointment of a 
“terrorism tsar" to coordinate 
counter-terrorism efforts. 

In a test, congressional in¬ 
vestigators were able to access 
the travel itineraries of US 
diplomats, employment 
records and e-mail traffic and 
were able to take control of the 
Stare Department's comput¬ 
ers. Stock exchanges, the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve and taxpayer 
records are also at risk. 

But the hackers said it was 
difficult to change data or 
issue commands. The Global 
Positioning Satellite System, 
used for navigation in military 
and some civilian aircraft, can 
be jammed but a hacker 
would be hard pressed to 
move its position. 


Actress endured life of chastity 



FROM TUNKU VaRADARAJAN IN NEW YORK 


said she 


CAROL CHANNING. the 
Broadway actress who shot to 
stardom in Hello Dolly, has 
filed for divorce from her 86- 
year-old husband, claiming 
that she has not had sex with 
him since Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower was President 

Ms Channing, 77, has 
lodged a 20-page petition with 
the Los Angeles District 
Court citing her husband's 
“impotence " as the reason for 
her dissatisfaction. The ac¬ 
tress married Charles 
businessman, in autumn 1956, 
and it is alleged that he 
disclosed his impuissance to 

her moments after they 
Stepped off the aisle. 

In her deposition. Ms 
Channing states: "Wc had 
rotations only on'*’ 


twice during our 41-year mar¬ 
riage and that was 41 years 
ago. We have never been 
intimate again to the present 
day." As a result she says, her 
life has been one of prolonged 
and enforced chastity: “l have 
always been loyal to him, and 
never.during tire course of our 
41-year marriage had any 
affairs or been intimate with 
anyone else." 

Through her lawyer, the 
celebrated “divorce-raeister" 
Raoul Felder, Ms Channing 
also alleges that Mr Lowe 
assaulted her regularly and 
spent much of her money 
“like a drunken saflor”. Mr 
Felder has asked the court to 
freeze Ms Channing’s assets 
immediately, lest Mr Lowe 
spend any more on himself. 


Koidu. The city of more than 
100.000 people no longer ex¬ 
ists. Before they were driven 
out two weeks ago. the rebels’ 
“Operation Pay Yourself" — a 
looting rampage — and “Op¬ 
eration No Living Thing" — 
deployed it. Every building 
was burned down.. 

Civilians who survived the 
onslaught fled into the sur¬ 
rounding bush, where they 
continue to fall victim to rebel 
atrocities including mass 
rape, murder, amputations 
and a twisted game called 
“rebel roulette" in which vic¬ 
tims pick their fate — whether 
they are to loose an eye, an ear. 
a leg. or their heads — from 
bits of paper on the ground. 

Dominic Moussa. a lawyer 
trained at Greys Inn. has 
returned to Koidu after three 
months hiding in the bush. He 
said the city's civilians had 
been forced into labouring for 
the rebels in diamond digs. “If 
you refuse d, they shot you." 

The DiamondWorks opera¬ 
tion on the edge of the dty was 
wrecked by the rebels who 
destroyed about £7 million 
worth of equipment. As the 
mercenaries wandered 
through the wreckage, a near¬ 
by hillock exploded with gun 
fire. The group ducked behind 
the spades of hurried out 
bulldozers. A Nigerian radio 
crackled. “We got 1m, we got 
1m. He dead,” was the mess¬ 
age. "Good,” was the collective 
response. 
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Two-day 
ordeal of 
woman in 
cliff fall 

From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 


HER neck broken and deep 
purple gashes snaking 
across her face, Janet 
McAlister considers herself 
a very lucky woman. 

Mrs McAlister, 44, was in 
a stable condition yesterday 
after sliding on loose mud 
and rocks and falling as 
much as 50ft down a dm at. 
Tillamook Head on the Ore¬ 
gon coast 

She had landed halfway 
down, her face gushing 
blood and a vertebra in her 
neck fractured. She braced 
herself against a tree and 
spent two nights huddled 
under rocks and leaves, 
trying to flag down fishing 
boats, surfers, a helicopter 
and even hang-gliders. 

Finally she crawled back 
lo her car, swallowed some 
painkillers and slept for 
hours before finding (wo 
boys in the car park who 
called an ambulance. 

An avid explorer who 
worked on storm drain 
maintenance for the dty of 
Hillsboro, Mrs McAlister is 
expected to make a full 
recovery after treatment. 

“All Christopher Reeve 
did was ride a horse." Mrs 
McAlister said, referring to 
the paralysed screen actor, 
said. “I'm so fortunate that 1 
am not paralysed.” 
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Priceless Van Goghs stolen to order 


Police believe a 
crooked collector 
set up the daring 
raid on a Rome 
museum, writes 
Richard Owen 

INTERPOL launched an 
international hunt yesterday 
for two priceless masterpieces 
by Van Gogh and a valuable 
landscape by Cezanne after a 
daring burglary at the Muse¬ 
um of Modem Art in Rome. 

General Roberto Conforti. 
head of the carabinieri anti- 
theft unit, said the paintings 
had almost certainly been 
stolen to order since they were 
so well-known that they would 
have no value on the open 
market They are thought to 
have been taken either by a 
“criminal collector" or with 
the intention of claiming a 
ransom for their safe return. 

Police said the three thieves 
had clearly been profession¬ 
als, who had targeted the three 
works: The Gardener, by Van 
Gogh, a portrait of die garden¬ 
er at the asylum to which Van 
Gogh was committed at St 
R£my near Arles, painted in 
1889: L'Ariesienne, a portrait 
of the wife of a cafe proprietor 
in Aries, painted by Van Gogh 
a few months before he com¬ 
mitted suicide in 1890: and an 
unfinished landscape by Ce¬ 
zanne called Le Cabanon de 
Jourdan, the last oil painting 
he is known to have been 
worked on. 

Police said the thieves had 
taken advantage of new rules 
introduced by Walter Veltroni. 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Culture, 
under which many of Italy's 
moribund state-nm museums 
are being modernised and 
renovated, with opening hours 
increased so that visitors can 
enjoy works of art in the 
evening. Signor Veltronisaid 
the robbery was very unusual. 
He said the burglars had 
waited until die museum 
dosed its doors at 10pm and 
had then hidden. They had 
tied up the three women 
security guards and forced 
them to turn off the alarm 
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The two priceless Van Goghs— L'Ariesienne, left, and The Gardener— and, below, Cezanne’s Le Cabanon de 
Jourdan, Police said the paintings are so well-known that they would have no value on the open market 


system before stealing the 
paintings. Flavia Gandolfi, 
one of the guards, said she and 
her two colleagues had been 
bound at the hands, wrists 
and ankles with electric wire. 
The guards said they had been 
taken by surprise because the 
burglars had taken off their 
shoes and crept up on them in 
stockinged feet 
Signora Gandolfi said one 
of the burglars had held her 
and her colleagues at 
gunpoint while the other two 
took the paintings off the wall. 
The three women were then 
locked in the toilets, but later 
managed to raise the alarm. 


Signor Veltroni, who was 
alerted at 330am and arrived 
at the museum at 4am, said 
that every effort would be 
made to recover the stolen 
works of art 

There has been widespread 
criticism of Italy's neglect of its 
art heritage, with the museum 
sector under-staffed and 
under-resourced. Earlier this 
year, three paintings by Ma¬ 
tisse an exhibition in Rome 
were damaged by vandals. 

There were unconfirmed re¬ 
ports yesterday that security 
systems at the Museum of 
Modem Art had not been 
functioning properly for some 


months, and that internal 
dosed circuit television moni¬ 
tors were out of order. In 
addition, because of renova¬ 
tions under the Veltroni re¬ 
forms, the museum had 
workmen coming and going at 
all times of night, one official 
said. 

Alessandra Pinto, director 
of the museum, noted that the 
thieves had ignored other 
valuable modem art works, 
including paintings by Monet. 
Degas and Klimt The robbers 
did, however, find time to take 
£500 in cash from the ticket 
office, which offi cials said 
amounted to toe day's takings. 


Signora Pinto said the stolen 
C&arme had a value of about 
£20 million, but the Van 
Goghs woe beyond price. 

The Museum of Modem 
Art constructed in 1911, is one 
of the centrepieces of the Villa 
Borghese Park, which the 
Government is promoting as a 
tourist and cultural attraction. 
The museum contains about 
5.000 works of contemporary 
art, most of them Italian. 
Signor Veltroni said the rob¬ 
beries amounted to a “grave 
loss to toe world of art," and 
Italy's museums would be re¬ 
examining their security ar¬ 
rangements. 
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Bosnians 

claim 

Karadzic is 
hiding in 
monastery 

From Tom Walker 

IN BELGRADE 

WAR crimes fugitive Rado¬ 
van Karadzic could be hiding 
in an Orthodox monastery 
across the border from his 
Montenegrin hometown of 
Niksic where his 74-yearold 
mother is in hospital, Bosnian 
intelligence sources said. 

The reports regarding his 
whereabouts come anud a 
new campaign to dear his 
name, led by his wife Liiijana 
and brother Luka. They, with 
help from the Serbian diaspo¬ 
ra in Germany, Prance and 
America, have set up an 
“international committee for 
the truth about Radovan 
Karadzic", designed to 
counter what Luka described 
this week as “foreign lies". 

The monastery hideaway is 
a more credible refuge than 
previous locations. The Her¬ 
zegovina area of Bosnia, west 
of Niksic, is a stronghold of 
Serb hardliners who would 
. shelter Dr Karadzic. It would 
also enable him to dash 
across the border to visit his 
mother Jovanka, suffering 
from a heart complaint Dr 
Karadzic, the eldest of four 
brothers, is the favourite of 
toe matriarch of toe dan. 

Hie Nato-ied Stabilisation 
Force in Bosnia said this week 
that it had no new intelligence 
on Dr Karadzic ‘There are 
rumours flying around but we 
have no sightings." Major 
Peter Clarice said. 

Dr Karadzic's son, Sasa. 
less keen than his unde to put 
his father in toe spotlight 
denied there was a media. 
campaign. “It has all been 
invented." he said. 

The Nato force, meanwhile, 
said it was more concerned 
about the situation in Kosovo, 
and was doseiy monitoring 
the Bosnia-Montenegro bor¬ 
der for possible arms deliver¬ 
ies to the Kosovars. 

Relations between a restive 
Montenegro and Belgrade 
worsened after Tuesday's ap¬ 
pointment of.Momir Bula- 
tovic as premier of Federal 
Yugoslavia.’ 
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Four wheel drive is great, when you need it. But its Then, when you're safely-out of trouble, it automati 
expensive when you don’t colly reverts to two wheel drive, thereby reducing fuel 

That's why the Honda CR-V doesn't always use it. consumption and saving you an the hassle of stroking 
Instead, it reads the road, automatically engaging the with levers. 

rear wheels when a front wheel begins to lose gripi Add to this power assrstad steering, ABS and double 

thereby giving you the extra traction of feur wheel drive, wishbone suspension, along with a picnic table, a fridge So. the only thing you really have to worry about is 

THE CM FEWWtEO IS A CR-V 101 ES AT WHICH MOUXS £473 FOR DELIVERY. £25 HRST HiQSnUJION FEE. £ISa ROAD FUND LICENCE OPTIONAL EXTRAS MUUDE. -HODGE AT £00, -SHOWER AJ 008 MO METALLIC MINT XT £229 MUXS CORRECT AI THE Til* OF GOING TO PRESS QOVT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES HASAN 2? WPG wiRA 


even a showeif and you begin to see why the CR-V is 


the ultimate recreational vehicle. 


And. not only does it take care of you when you're 


out and about it has central locking and an ECU engine 


finding your way back home 


The Honda CR-V range starts from 


£16.450 on and off the rend. To find out 


more, phone 0345 T59159 and ws'H spell 


out everything it has to offer. 


Technology you can enjoy, from Honda. 


WJAH 32J9MPG: COMBINED SSXMPG. 
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Pride of Pacific battle found 


Finder of Titanic 
locates another 
fam ous wreck 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 


h 




* 


THE wreck of the American 
carrier USS Yorkrown, sunk. 
56 years ago during the deci¬ 
sive Battle of Midway, has 
been found in waters three 
mdes deep by an expedition 
led by Robert Ballard, the 
oceanographer who discov¬ 
ered the TTtan/c 13 years ago. 

"We have the bridge in 
sight,” the eagerly awaited 
message flashed from far out 
in the Pacific to headquarters 
of the National Geographic 
Society in Wash¬ 
ington yesterday. 

Bill Surgi, a York¬ 
town survivor, 
was the first ro 
identify the 
wreck, recognis¬ 
ing its gun em¬ 
placements as 
video images 
were transmitted 
by robot cameras 
from the wreck to 
the mother ship 
on the surface. 

“In 1942 Ameri¬ 
ca lost a great 
warrior and to¬ 
day we’ve re¬ 
claimed her,” said 
Dr Ballard, sum¬ 
ming up his latest 
triumph of mar¬ 
ine exploration. 

His life-long ex¬ 
ploits have 
earned him a reputation as the 
Indiana Jones of the deep. 

No one had gone in search 
of the Yorktown and the four 
Japanese carriers lost in the 
battle because they fay at a 
depth of 16.650 feet For that 
reason. Dr Ballard found it 
gratifying to have found one of 
them at last, operating a 
remote-controlled unmanned 
robot vehicle and a smaller 
robot from the US Navy's 
support ship. Laney Chouest. 

For the next couple of days, 
die expedition will continue to 
survey and photograph the 
Yorktown. Then, in the time 
left before the expedition ends 
on May 31. they wflT go in 
search of the Japanese carriers 
which have so far not been. 


detected in the Midway grave¬ 
yard, about 1.250 miles svesi- 
northwest of Honolulu. 

Tokyo's Imperial Navy 
dominated the Pacific after 
Japan’s sneak, anack on Pearl 
Harbour in Hawaii had crip¬ 
pled much or the US Pacific 
fleet at anchor. There Re¬ 
mained the marrer of Midway, 
a dot of two square miles that 
was the last US outpost be¬ 
tween Japan and Hawaii. 
Admiral. Gombei Yamamoto 
commanded the 
largest Japanese 
naval task force 
ever assembled, 
more than 200 
ships, and set off 
for the final and 
decisive victory. 
What he did not 
know was that 
a her months of 
listening to Japa¬ 
nese radio signals 
an American in¬ 
telligence officer. 
Joseph Rochefort, 
had cracked the 
Japanese military 
code and could 
predict the navys 
movements. The 
American com¬ 
mander. Admiral 
Chester Nimitz. 
though outnum¬ 
bered, had the ele¬ 
ment of surprise. In three 
days of fierce fighting, Japa¬ 
nese losses included a heavy 
cruiser and 330 aircraft, most 
of which went down on the 
four carriers. The Americans 
lost 150 aircraft and one carri¬ 
er. the Yorktown. 

The carrier weighed 19.800 
tonnes and carried 75 aircraft 
During the battle, it was 
seriously damaged by Japa¬ 
nese bombers and. already 
listing heavily to starboard, 
sank after being torpedoed by 
a Japanese submarine. There 
were2270 survivors. 

The loss was a heavy blow, 
but the American fleet had 
achieved a victory that turned 
die tide of war. It was the same 
year as two other epic turning 
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Pilots and crew aboard the carrier Yorktown walk cautiously over the sloping deck of the wrecked vessel listing 
heavily to starboard in the Battle of Midway, (t finally sank after being torpedoed by a Japanese submarine 
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points against the Axis pow¬ 
ers. the battles of Stalingrad 
and Ef Alamein. Dr Ballard 
launched his expedition to find 
the rusting behemoths on 
May I. It is his sixth collabor¬ 
ation with National Geo¬ 
graphic and the US Navy in 
search of lost ships. Their first 
find was the Titanic in Sep¬ 
tember 19S5. but the Midway 
ships lie nearly a mile deeper. 

The unmanned robots are 
the most advanced technology 


for deep-sea exploration. 
While clarifying historic facts 
about the Battle of Midway, 
rhey are also testing technol¬ 
ogy that can be put to future 
use in rescuing disabled sub¬ 
marines and exploring Earth's 
last frontier, its oceans. 

No humans have ventured 
ro the ocean floor during the 
expedition. The robots are 
controlled from the mother 
ship where video and still 
photographs are received; 


these will be released early 
next month. 

Although the Yorktown will 
be filmed, the vessel will nor be 
disturbed and nothing will be 
taken from it American law 
forbids interfering with any 
navy wreck. The exact location 
of the ships has not been 
revealed ; 

Tokyo has also requested 
that no footage be taken of any 
human remains on its four 
sunken carriers, die Akagi, 


Kaga, Soryu and Hiryu. A 
crew member from the Kaga, 
Haxno Yoshino, has accompa¬ 
nied the expedition to share 
memories of the battle with 
US survivors for a 
documentary. 

Asa specialist in deep-ocean 
archaeology. Dr Ballard has 
led or taken part in more than 
100 expeditions. Although 
best-known for Titanic, he 
also discovered the German 
battleship Bismarck. 
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Bonn stops Sellafield 
nuclear convoys 


Bonn: Angela Merkel, the German Environment Minister, 
halted Goman nuclear waste shipments to the Sellafield 
reprocessing plant in Cumbria yesterday because Of 
radiation leaks in past convoys, the ministry said. 

An official said there would be no new convoys until the 
reason for the leaks was known. Radiation levels for con¬ 
voys to Sellafield had been found at between 10 and 20 
becquerels per square centimetre: the norm is 4. 

A similar measure was announced recently affecting 
waste bound for La Hague in France. The ministry had 
said earlier that there had been II cases of excess radio¬ 
activity in German waste convoys last year in a total of 55 
convoys. The contamination had readied 13.000 becquerels 
per square centimetre in some convoys for La Hague. (AFP) 

‘Sex assaults’ at US border 

Mexico City: Migrants crossing Mexico’s border with the 
United Stales illegally are often beaten, starved, denied 
medical attention or sexually assaulted by US Border 
Patrol guards. Amnesty International said here. The 
London-based human rights group said that although 
conditions on the 2000-mile frontier had improved since 
1994. violations persisted. Drawn by better wages and 
higher standard of living, tens of thousands of Mexicans 
cross the border unlawfully every year. (Reuters} 

Boney’s $9,000 hair cut 

New York: A lock of hair, 
believed to have been taken from 
Napoleon Bonaparte during his 
exile on the island of Elba, was 
sold for $9200 (£5,700) at Chris¬ 
tie’s. The framed lock of hair 
inside a blue levant case was 
bought by a private collector. It 
was one of 300 items of 
Napoleonica that sold for a total 
of $12 million. (AP) 

‘Dirty war’ unit disbanded 

Bogota: Colombia has disbanded a shadowy military 
intelligence unit accused of organising right-wing death 
squads and waging a “dirty war” against suspected left- 
wing sympathisers. The surprise move, announced by 
General Manuel Jos6 Bonett, the armed forces chief, came 
amid a growing chorus of criticism of the so-called 20th 
Brigade from US officials and international human rights 
groups (Reuters) 

Everest’s growth tracked 

Kathmandu: Wally Berg, a US mountain climber, installed 
a Global Positioning System on the summit of Mt Everest 
to measure the growth of the world's highest mountain. It 
will measure the speed at which India is sliding under 
Tibet, raising the 2&,Q29ft mountain roughly by one inch 
every year. Mr Berg was among 19 climbers who scaled the 
summit, including the fust Iranian team.(AP) 

Voters draw a blank 

Asuncion: Paraguay’s Senate will give a seat to the obscure 
Bianco party after thousands of voters wishing to cast a 
blank vote apparently voted for it by mistake in the May 10 
elections. The ruling Colorado Party and the opposition 
Democratic Alliance said the Partido Blanco (White Party) 
owed most of its 35.000 votes to confusion. In Spanish, a 
blank vote is a vow en bianco — a “white vote". (Reuters) 
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20 BODY AND MIND _ 

Why a doctor 

should tell 
you everything 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MAY 211998 


T he consultation with 
an NHS doctor in 
which a patient is told 
that he or she has 
cancer lasts an average of 15 
minutes. Only five minutes 
longer than the average con¬ 
sultation in a surgery, the 
extra five minutes seems rath¬ 
er a short time to deal with all 
the implications of possible 
surgery, radiotherapy, and in 
a number of cases, a diagnosis 
that may have a fatal outcome. 

(t is Utile wonder then that 
the General Medical Council 
(GMC) has ordained that doc¬ 
tors should talk more to their 
patients, and that there should 
be a return to the time when 
we were as interested in their 
personalities as in the science 
of their diseases. There is a 
well accepted school of 
thought which suggests that 
alternative and complemen¬ 
tary practitioners owe much of 
their popularity to their readi¬ 
ness to talk to patients. 

The occasional patient mis¬ 
understands the diagnostic 
value of the talk and may see it 
as idle chatter, or possibly an 
intrusion into private matters. 
When 1 send my patients to 
consultant colleagues who are 
notoriously monosyllabic. I 
warn them that the doctor 
may well have missed out on 
instructions in how to conduct 
a medical interview. The al¬ 
most invariable reply is that 
the patient is interested in the 
specialist's skill and not his or 
her bedside manner. ■ 

The GMC. however, is right 
to expect that doctors should 
take time to talk to their 
patients and that all explana¬ 
tions should be as full, honest 








Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

reports on the 
need for doctors 
to be frank; 
worm-infested 
royals; hair’s 
secrets; and 
selenium 

and straightforward as pos¬ 
sible. Although patients may 
say that they are indifferent to 
bedside manners, experience 
shows that they are not and 
will, in particular, resent a 
tad turn or even brusque ap¬ 
proach if anything goes 
wrong. Conversely, they like 
the old-style demeanour, one 
patient for instance, deserts 
die ultra high-tech medicine of 


her homeland to have her 
babies in Britain because she 
likes the friendliness and 
frankness of her London 
obstetrician. 

The GMC has not. of 
course, insisted that aO pa¬ 
tients should always be told all 
the unvarnished facts about 
their condition. A spokeswom¬ 
an said yesterday: "Patients 
are not all the same; they are 
individuals, and each case has 
to be considered separately. 

“The GMC has issued 
guidelines, rut rules, which 
doctors will be expected to be 
able to interpret as a result of 
their training and experience. 
It is therefore their judgment 
that is important and which 
will be questioned if there is a 
serious complaint. Doctors 
must be prepared to explain 
later if they have done or said 
anything which might at first 
sight appear untoward.'’ 


M any doctors 
have always 
been as open as 
possible but the 
way in which news, particu¬ 
larly bad news, is imparted 
has to be compatible with the 
patient's psyche and back¬ 
ground. The overwhelming 
majority of patients are grate¬ 
ful for a full and frank 
discussion, however bad the 
news, and are entitled to the 
truth. Patients, however, must 
realise that doctors cannot 
foretell the future; that is the 
role of the fairground palmist 
Doctors rarely, for instance, 
give a definite date for survival 
despite the number of patients' 
stories which start "My doc¬ 
tor gave me only six months to 



The GMC is encouraging doctors to return to the rime when they were as interested in patients’ personalities as in the science of their diseases 


live..When life expectancy 
is discussed, an average sur¬ 
vival time may be mentioned 
but patients are reminded that 
no two cases run the same 
course and the estimate may 
be wildly out. and even the 
diagnosis may be mistaken. 

A year or two ago a patient 
of mine was diagnosed as 
having cancer of the pancreas 


which had spread to the rest of 
the upper abdomen. The spe¬ 
cialist suggested that the scan 
was such that he thought the 
patient would be lucky to 
survive a month. 

The patient, was a remark¬ 
ably brave man with an 
inquiring mind and therefore 
asked penetrating questions. I 
answered his queries as truth¬ 


fully as I was able to but didn't 
mention a prognosis of four 
weeks. He finally said: “im 
just about to go home. 1 would 
like you to telephone my wife 
and son so that they are 
spared the emotion of my 
telling them the news. And 
now I want you to tell me 
whether I should starting 
drinking my good daret, my 


very best daret or the daret 
I've put on one side to cele¬ 
brate my fortieth wedding 
anniversary.” 

I suggested that he better 
start drinking his best daret as 
fast as possible. The next day 
he was admitted to hospital 
where further investigations 
showed that the initial diagno¬ 
sis was wrong. He had a blood 


clot which was extending from 
a leaking spleen and this had 
mimicked the appearance of a 
tumour. The spleen was re¬ 
moved and he is now fit. 
Likewise, in my experience 
there have been three patients 
with apparently terminal, in¬ 
operable tumours (correctly 
diagnosed) who have sponta¬ 
neously recovered. 


(tampK 


An element of hope 
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T he flour in the loaf on your table is now 
more likely to have been milled from 
wheat grown in Britain. In the past we 
imported much of our wheat from Canada 
but now Britain is a net exporter rather than 
an importer of it Bread, too, is not eaten in 
the same quantities; in the past 20 years sales 
have dropped by 25 per cent. Men no longer 
go to work with sandwiches in a box, and 
when they and their wives return home in the 
evening something more exotic titan bread is 
used to sate any hunger. The change in 
consumption of bread has had the 
unexpected effect of reducing the 
amount of selenium in our diet. 

Selenium is an essential trace 
element which is found in varying fan 
quantities in the soil. Regional 
variations are reflected in the W3. 
amount of selenium in the plants, " a 
including cereal crops, which qplp 

grow in it The changes in the acic. 
selenium content of wheat and its ni , 
effect on the diet is not the only Uli 
reason why selenium intake is ,i_ „ 
falling. Modern farming methods 
wash selenium out of the soil so 
that even the animals that graze 
our pastures, and end up on our dinner 
plates, have lower concentrations of the 
element than they did 20 years ago. The 
average intake of selenium in the standard 
British diet has fallen by 50 per cent in the 
past two years and is now less than a third of 
that taken by the average American. 

Selenium is an antioxidant and is a 
component of a number of enzyme systems in 
the body. The antioxidants protect human 
cells from oxidative damage. Selenium is also 
an essential pan of the process by which 


‘Modem 
farming 
washes 
selenium 
out of 
the soil’ 


abnormal cells, including potentially malig¬ 
nant cells, perform apoptosis, thereby de¬ 
stroying themselves. Selenium, too, is 
thought to improve the immune system and 
has a detoxifying role by neutralising various 
cancer-forming chemicals. 

Too little selenium has been blamed for an 
increased incidence of cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease. and for the large number of various 
cancers found in people who live in areas 
where selenium levels in the soil are low. 
Conversely, people who live in parts of 
_____ Norfolk, for instance, where sele- 
niura levels are high and they 
[gjU continue to eat their homegrown 

vegetables, ratber than buying 
jin a them from the local supermarket. 

o have low levels of both malignant 

kpc disease and coronary disorders. 

A study has been set up 
iiim involving 52,000 people from 

LUIIl Britain, the United States, Hol- 

_r land, Belgium, Finland, Sweden 

UI and Denmark to ascertain wheth- 

er taking supplements of seleni- 
OI1 urn protects against cancer. 

The projected study will cost 
” £20 million but a preliminary 

double blind trial whjch involved 1.312 
patients has shown remarkable results. 

The research team led by Dr Larry Gark of 
the University of Arizona, has published its 
findings in The Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

The experiment showed that among those 
who took 200 micrograms of selenium dafly 
there was a near 50 per cent reduction in the 
likelihood of malignant disease, and a 40 per 
cent fall in the chance of developing cancers 
of any type. 


It’s not often that something that tastes reafty good also does you good-.' 
ISaot is, Burgen is a tasty and nutritious wHole^grain loaf containing soya, and 
linseed, both excellent sources of fibre and plant oestrogens. In Australia, Burgen' . 
took, the cottony by storm and was &aid to put the ‘Waltz; hack into Kiatflda 4 . ' 
Chances are, put a skip in your step too. 

For more details, call us on our 
Plant Oestrogen Helpline: 0171 333 2029. ; x 


A Sun King 
and his diet 
of worms 

A PROFESSOR of parasitolo¬ 
gy at Reims University, Fran- 
coise Boucher, has been 
sifting the soil near the rem¬ 
nants of the latrines at Marly- 
le-Rol The chdteau itself, a 
residence of Louis XIV, the 
Sun King, was destroyed by 
the revolutionary mob. The 
British Medical Journal 
(BMJ) reports that lavatories 
used by the royal servants, 
and lesser mortals, have 
shown a difference between 
toe parasites in the guts of the 
king and the nobility, and 
those of their minions. 

The guts of the court were a 
haven for several parasites. 
The regal faecal remains re¬ 
vealed evidence of round 
worms as well as Trichinella, 
one of the worms which has a 
predilection for pigs, in partic¬ 
ular the wfld boar, as well as 
tapeworms. The BMJ sug¬ 
gests that the reason why the 
king suffered, and his sub¬ 
jects did not was that the 
nobility had a love of under- i 
cooked, grilled meat and the ; 
others had their meat boiled. 
Even If Louis's boar steaks 
were better cooked, his life 
probably would not have 
been longer. He died at 77, a 
great age in 1715. 

The court loo, suffered 
from liver fluke. Fasciola he- 
patica, spread by contaminat¬ 
ed watercress and dandelions. 


Every hair tells a story 


THE coats of some of the 
horses that will appear in next 
month's Trooping the Colour 
owe part of their splendour to 
swimming in the Channel off 
the Sussex coast Salt-water 
bathing before a big parade is 
a well-established cavalry¬ 
man's trick to ensure that 
after grooming, the horses will 
gleam as brightly as the 
brasses, boots and cuirasses of 
their riders. 

Geaning hair is not only a 
problem for the Household 
Cavalry. Dirty hair can inter¬ 
fere with scientific analysis, an 
accepted method of detecting 
heavy metals in the human 
body. Through studying hair 
it is possible to identify such 
chemicals as arsenic, so popu¬ 
lar among Victorians bent on 
committing murder. Nowa¬ 
days it can indicate illicit dnig- 
taking. for the way in which a 
hair grows is reflected in its 




Hair holds medical secrets 

shaft and this will betray any 
drug use. 

In the British Medical Jour¬ 
nal Dr R.S. Pereira has re¬ 
viewed a technique by which a 
substance known as trans¬ 
thyretin, from the inside of the 
hair, can be used for identifi¬ 
cation purposes. It can also 
provide a source of other 
medical information about a 
person. 


• The sunfactor 20 Sunscreen for people with J 

dose cropped, fine or thinning hair. jp ij S fe 

► Leaves hair looking natural and non-greasy. *■*$£&* ^BSp 

• One application gives day-long protection. 

► Use on any exposed sltin • Waterproof! 
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Beware the dangers of baby burnout 

Karate, violin, drama: the mere thought of after-school ‘fun’ makes India Knight tired 


tope. 
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A friend's five-year- 
old son was recently 
invited to a class¬ 
mate’s birthday par¬ 
ty- Clowns and sausages? Not 
exactly. Come June, the birth¬ 
day boy will be celebrating in 
a marquee. And while he and 
his friends all live in London, 
the marquee will be sited in 
the country, two hours’ drive 
away. And not just anywhere 
in the country, but in the 
(hired) grounds of a complete 
stranger’s posho estate. A bus 
will ferry the children from 
South London to deepest 
Gloucestershire and tark 
again. The family involved 
are not rich: they “simply’' 
thought such a party would 
be “fun". 

When 1 said to my friend 
"How perfectly grotesque. 
you cant possibly go and. 
besides, do you really want to 
give up your Saturday?" there 
was a silence. "1 know." she 
said, miserably. "But Jack 
knows Horace from pottery, 
and they see each other at 
Suzuki violin, and the mother 
got us into an overbooked 
Totsercize class — and 1 will 
be embarrassed into going." 

Such carefree disregard for 
one’s own social life is on the 
increase, as The London Par¬ 
ents' Guide magazine con¬ 
firms with its helpfdl 
directory of child-focused ac¬ 
tivities. Ive often felt slightly 
incompetent, because 1 refuse 
to allow my children to a) 
come into contact with the 
kind of children whose par¬ 
ents are keen on infantile 
“networking" and b) because 
1 won’t let them take part in 
an ever-increasing range of 
post-school activities de¬ 
signed for today’s groovy 


The karate kid: do children really need more activity after a school-filled, energy-sapping day? 


spTOg. Entertainment-wise. T 
don't see what’s wrong with 
Lego or Tin-Tin for the five- 
year-old, and a bit of frenetic 
trike-riding round die kitchen 
table for the toddler. Or with 
reading books, or colouring, 
or — sacrilege! — watching a 
video. But baby aerobics and 
junior archery, at the end of a 
school-filled, energy-sapping 
day? 1 don’t think so. 

1. however, am in a minor¬ 
ity. Every day, outside my 
eldest son’s school, mothers 
are dragging their exhausted 
five and six-year-olds to bal¬ 
let French, drama, pottery, 
riding, percussion and so on 
TBut Muuuuummm. im 
tired." “Don’t be silly, dar¬ 
ling. I know, let’s speak 
French all the way there. Je 
m'appelle Maman. AUonsy. 
Darling?"). Apart from the 
riding lessons, all these activi¬ 
ties are covered at school 
Why. then, willingly add to 
the general exhaustion at the 
end of the day? 

“Guilt, pure and simple." 
says Martha, a working 
mother of two. “1 don’t actual¬ 
ly see that much of the 
children, they’re just about to 
go to bed by the time 1 get 
home. They tell me what a fan 
time they've had with the 
nanny, then go to sleep. 

“I want to do fun things 
with them, too, so I over com¬ 
pensate. Thars why 1 can't 
stop buying them presents, 
and why the weekends consist 
of one bloody activity after 
another. I worry that the 
alternative — Mummy crash¬ 
ing out on the sofa with her 
copy of Vogue — will make 
the kids think I’m boring. So 
we dash around: swimming, 
karate, drama on Saturdays. 


something educational on 
Sundays, like the Science 
Museum. Do they enjoy it all? 
{Long pause.] They don’t not 
enjoy it" 

But guilt does not explain 
the hordes of activity-friendly, 
stay-at-home mothers 1 come 
across. 1 have a gr udgin g 
admiration for these human 
dynamos, for whom every 
weekday passes in a whirl of 
toddler dance classes, baby 
painting, trips to the city 
farm, trampolining. and 
dunk-your-baby-and-see-if- 

What’s 
wrong 
with Lego, 
Tin-Tin or 
riding a 
trike? 


he-bobsHjp swimming class¬ 
es: these mothers’ very exis¬ 
tence is defined by their 
children to a psychologically 
fascinating degree. My own 
offspring are sadly bereft of 
such excitements: a recent trip 
to the Museum of Childhood 
was heralded for days in 
advance with my telling them 
that this outing was a Very 
Special Treat Indeed. 

My usual methods of enter¬ 
taining my children consist of 
me lying in bed, with the bed 
becoming a pirate ship, the 
interior of a rocket, a cruel 
mountain peak (with duvet 
hills) and so on. l realise this 
supine approach isn’t neces¬ 


sarily anything to shout about 
rather, but I do feel there 
ought to be a happy medium 
between having a slug for a 
mother and having a Nineties 
version of an annoyingly ea¬ 
ger Superwoman, loudly but 
silently proclaiming her supe¬ 
rior deration to her children 
with every new activity. 

My opinion of such women 
is that they might benefit 
from acquiring a hobby: there 
is no need far even the most 
devoted parent to subjugate 
herself in this way. Wien a 
child goes into ecstasies of 
curiosity over a snail in the 
garden ora dragon in a book. 

1 don't see the need for daily 
boring wet treks through the 
muddy park. Also, there is 
something dislikeable about 
children feeling that it is their 
parents' responsibility to keep 
them entertained with an 
ever-increasing range of 
thriliorama activities. 

Still Superwoman and 
Guilty Working Mum pale 
into insignificance compared 
with the Ambitious Mother. 1 
will never forget the first 
“hothoused" child 1 met a 
gormless-looking but seem¬ 
ingly prodigiously brainy in¬ 
fant with a winning way with 
flashcards. At the time, my 
son wouldn't have recognised 
a letter, let alone a word, if it 
had bitten him on the bottom. 
Unlike Infant Genius, how¬ 
ever, he was socially compe¬ 
tent, had many friends and 
liked running about giggling. 

The Nineties obsession 
with forcing small children — 
babies, even — to perform 
intellectual feats is repellent 
and counter-productive since, 
in my not inconsiderable ex¬ 
perience. hothoused children 


inevitably become social crip¬ 
ples. Certainly, they tend to 
find school unduly stressful. 
Of course, by the time they 
are of school age they have 
already been introduced to a 
veritable maelstrom of posi- 
pitp activities. 


T he Ambitious Moth¬ 
er is the chief culprit 
m all this: she man¬ 
ages to make piano 
lessons sound like child 
abuse. She asks to see a list of 
parents’names before signing 
up for playgroup. She frets 
about getting her child Into 
the “right" nursery school, ie 
one containing potentially 
useful future contacts. I once 
had one of my eldest son’s 
friends to tea; they were 
joined by the next-door neigh¬ 
bour’s daughter, aged 7 and 
adorable. When Ambitious 
Mother came for her son. she 
asked this girl where she went 
to school. The local rough 
primary, was the answer. 
This woman looked ar me and 
said "Gosh, aren’t you 
liberal?". Such women don’t 
actually enjoy chauffering 
their children from dance to 
Latin to speech and drama, 
but feel that somehow their 
offspring will benefit socially. 

lid have no objections to my 
bqys learning to play the 
piano, say. or to extra swim¬ 
ming lessons, in the summer. 
Both have plenty of friends 
whose after-school lives are 
frenzied with activity, and my 
altitude has always been to 
wait until they ask if they, too. 
can go to, say, guided tours of 
art galleries. It may be that 
they've inherited their moth¬ 
ers lethargy, but I'm still 
waiting. 


Championing the cause of 
women behaving badly 

p'loMtaSSU* Elizaheth Wurtzers new book supports the 

*1 cr generation, arrived hitoh nnilncAnnx/ w , thurArvian nvinn on fnr *+ imtnivi mmai 


E lizabeth Wurtzel self- 
styled icon of the slack¬ 
er generation, arrived 
in London this week, trailing 
jet streams of controversy 
behind her. This time she is 
not only “young and de¬ 
pressed", the subtitle of her 
first book Prozac Nation, she 
is angry. Her new work. 
Bitch, is a long, polemical 
history of manipulative fe¬ 
male behaviour, a celebration 
of difficult women. 

If she has a thesis; it is that 
women can find freedom only 
through aggressive seif-asser¬ 
tion. by wilfully flouting con¬ 
vention, by being entirely bad. 
even. "I intend to scream, 
shout... and throw tantrums 
and confess intimate details 
about my life,” she writes. “I 
intend to do what I want to do 
and be whom 1 want to be and 
answer only to myself.* Can 


Elizabeth Wurtzel’s new book supports the 
“bitch philosophy” - that women should 
do what they want Jason Cowley reports 


she be serious? Maureen Free¬ 
ly, the writer and feminist, 
believes she is. describing her 
manifesto as courageous, if 
limited. "Until you’re 25. this is 
a very good philosophy. After 
that you start to notice there is 
more to life It's true that we 
enjoy watching other people 
dare to live beyond the bound¬ 
aries of life, as Wurtzel has 
done; and 1 think many 
women have secret desires 
about behaving badly. She 
dares to be a feminist without 
being politically correct Some¬ 
times you have to look at the 
dark side to embrace what the 
problem is." 

Wurtzel 30. has certainly 
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embraced the dark side. 
Prozac Nation told of her 
battles with depression and 
drug abuse, of her suicide 
attempt and chaotic sexuality 
and of the misery of a Man¬ 
hattan childhood marred by 
her parents' messy divorce. 
Now a recovering drug ad¬ 
dict. she wrote Bitch while 
strung out on speed and 
heroin. It shows: there is wild 
repetition and contradiction. 
Her erratic energetic prose 
as one American critic wrote, 
“reads like a long, messy 
e-mail from an insomniac on 
a manic high". 

She has a weakness for 
overstatement and general¬ 
isation. Mea she writes, are 
driven only by the urge to be 
stronger, richer and “to lay as 
many babes as possible" But 
you can only admire her 
magnificent energy, if not her 
self-savouring confessional 
style 

Melissa Berm, feminist and 
essayist, agrees with Wurtzel 
that independence and 
strength are the “new 
storylines for women. But 
historically, the problem for 
women has been forces, both 
coercive and subde. Yes. we 
a H answer to ourselves. The 
secular age has replaced 
retigon with autonomy. But in 
this complicated life we all 
need negotiation and inter¬ 
dependence to survive. 1 have 
no problem with the theory 
but I don't like lessons in 
selfishness." 

Wurtzel is eager to 
reappropriate the word 
“bitch" from pejorative usage. 
She admires outsiders and 
i conod asls. and celebrates the 
“bitch" in history such os tike 
the biblical Delilah. Selfless¬ 
ness. submissiveness, fulfill¬ 
ing traditional feminine roles 
will bring only frustration 
and failure. “Frankly," she 
writes. “I have a tough time 
feeling that feminism has 
done a damn bit of good if I 
can't be the way I want and 
have the world accommodate 
it on some leveL" 


trenchant “This philosphy of 
the Bitch is blindingly selfish, 
saying go for it ignore every¬ 
one else and treat your own 
interest as the most important 
in the world. Society is depen¬ 
dent on people honouring 
contracts between each other 
and having trust in one 
another. This philosophy is a 
recipe for social chaos and if 
she wants to follow it, then 
good lode to her. I expect 
shell have a miserable life." 

Bakewell’s remark is right 
Over lunch, Wuixtel told me 
that she was indeed miser¬ 
able. Her twenties were in 
effect a chain of successes: a 
staff job on The New Yorker 
magazine, a bestselling book 
that defined the spirit of the 
age. fame, wealth. “I have had 
so much good fortune, and 
everything is so glorious, yet 
there’s this shadow hanging 
over me. 1 just cant keep bold 
of this good feeling." 

When she began Bitch, she 
was determined to kill herself. 
“My perfect attorney boy¬ 
friend had turned out not to 
be perfect I was a junkie, 1 



In the wake of Prozac Nation's success, Elizabeth Wurtzel is courting literary controversy with her latest book. Bitch 



Natasha Walter a good start 

was on my own in Florida and 
1 thought 1 was just, like, 
going to do drugs to death." 
Yet writing the book lifted her 
spirits: “I realised the world is 
a work in progress and t 
wanted to be part Of it" 

In conversation. Wurtzel 
concedes that her argument 


lacks a coherent hoop of 
narrative focus, that it is self- 
absorbed and clumsy. Asked 
to define her thesis, she says, 
with slangy New York vowels, 
“You’ve got me. There isn’t 
one". Later, she changes her 
mind. “Look, all that I'm 
trying to say is that if you can't 
take care of yourself, you cant 
be moral. You have to do 
what's right far you, don’t Jet 
other things and other people 
get in your way. If I can 
simplify the Bitch philosophy 
it would be: embrace fanati¬ 
cism; have a job — having 
your own money is important; 
use your sexual power don't 
be afraid to ask — if you don't 
ask nothing will ever happen: , 
and enjoy your single years— 
do whatever you have to, then 
settle down." 

Then she collapses into 
laughter. You are left wonder¬ 
ing if Bitch is little more than 
another book about the diffi¬ 
culty of being Elizabeth 
Wurtzel dressed up in the 
borrowed robes of post-femi¬ 
nist vernacular. 

• Bitch is published bv Quartet 
Books at EI2J0 

% Additional reporting bv Luey 
Hawking 
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N atasha Walter, author 
of The New Femi¬ 
nism, admires the 
swagger of Wurtzel's style, but 
feels there are more important 
struggles to be won: on wom¬ 
en’s'poverty, poweriessness 
and political and social in¬ 
equality. “When young girls 
say. ‘Ill do what I want 1 , it 
makes a good starting point 
for feminism." she says. “It 
shows they have die confi- 

denceof boys of the same age. 
Just to be able to say tins 
shows what a long way 
women have come. But it is 
just a starting point and we 
need to use this attitude to 
create change." 

The broadcaster and jour¬ 
nalist Joan Bakewell is more 
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How do you 
spend your 
child benefit? 

Frank Field wants support for 
children to be universal - but taxed 


T o many people, it seems 
absurd that at a time 
when government 
spending is constrained by 
both the internationalisation 
of capital markets and the 
desire of taxpayers to hang on 
to a good portion of their own 
money, money is being spent 
on benefits for the most afflu¬ 
ent in the land. Especially 
when it is hardly noticed. One 
journalist joked that her week¬ 
ly child benefit went on a 
bottle of Salisbury's cham¬ 
pagne; hardly the priority for 
public spending, surely? 

There is a powerful case that 
changes to society and the 
economy over the past two or 
three decades — not least the 
rise of income inequality — 
have weakened the case" for 
universal provision. Univer- 
salism. designed for a more 
egalitarian world, has been 
stretched out of shape by the 
combined forces of Thatcher¬ 
ism. the skills revolution, lab¬ 
our market change and the 
recasting of gender relations. 
So the argument runs. 

What, then, is the case for 
universality? There can be no 
doubt that this Government 
sees one. 1 want to look at child 
benefit, in part because it is the 
closest thing we have to a 
universal benefit and also 
because the Chan¬ 
cellor. while raising 
it. has also said he 
will be looking at 
the possibility of 
taxing it. 

It seems a bit 
rough that a young 
couple struggling to 
make ends meet 
should pay more tax 
because the lawyer 
and stockbroker up the road 
deride to have children. Ulti¬ 
mately the debate around 
child benefit boils down to the 
way society views children. On 
the one hand, they can be seen 
as a choice taken by some 
couples and not by others. Or 
children can be seen as having 
a value to others too, as future 
taxpayers and workers. 1 may 
not have children: but I need 
someone to have them if my 
pension is to be paid. 

Talking about children in 
this way sounds ugly, as if 
they are being commodified 
into ciphers of future GDP. 
But in feet it is the other view 
which is the real commodifi¬ 
cation — the view which sees 
children as simply a lifestyle 
choice on the part of parents, 
for which no one else has any 
responsibility. My choice to 
buy a Rover rather than a 
Lada would impose no duties 
on the Lada owner, my deci¬ 
sion to have children would 
impose duties on those with¬ 
out children. 

So the case for redistribu¬ 
tion from the childless to those 
with children remains, but the 
rise in income inequality 
might suggest that the precise 
level of support can vary, to 
take account of different finan¬ 
cial circumstances. We might 
want child benefit for all, but 
child benefit which is worth 
more to those on low incomes. 
Dare 1 say it? A Third Way. 
This is the -case for making 
child benefit more generous, 
but then taxing it Today, 
universal does not necessarily 
mean standardised, ration- 
book provision. 

There is also an argument 
about the politics of universal 
benefits. First, people don't 


Universal 
need not 
mean 

radon-book 

provision 


want to pay any more tax than 
the/ have to and want re¬ 
sources to be directed to those 
in real need. Secondly, people 
will only be prepared to pay 
taxes if they know they are 
getting something back. It is 
easy to mock the argument 
that middle-class people some¬ 
how feel more parr of the 
wel fare system as a result of 
their bottles of Sainsbury’s 
champagne. And I am sure the 
argument is stronger when it 
comes to schools and hospi¬ 
tals. But I am convinced 
benefits play a part too. 

We don’t all have to receive 
the same benefits or services. 
To keep everybody in the state 
system, we may need to be 
more flexible, given the rise in 
expectations among the better- 
off. We might have to offer an 
a la carte rather than a fixed- 
price menu to make sure we 
all eat in the same restaurant 
But it is simple human 
nature to want something for 
our money. Altruism is too 
delicate a thread on which to 
hang a welfare system. In the 
United States, it is standard 
practice to attack spending on 
“welfare" — means-tested ben¬ 
efits for the very poorest — 
while social security, which 
provides income and health 
care in retirement for all, is the 
“third rail" of Amer¬ 
ican politics: touch 
it and you get fried. 

But universalism 
is not a state mo¬ 
nopoly. The State 
may have a respon¬ 
sibility to offer sup¬ 
port to all children; 
equally it is the re- 
sponsibility of all 
parents to support 
their own children: that is just 
as universal In most cases this 
happens naturally, especially 
where the parents are living 
together in a loving relation¬ 
ship. Even here, mistakes are 
made. As worthy a man as 
Sabine Baring Gould — who 
wrote Onward Christian Sol¬ 
diers and fathered 16 children 
— made mistakes. At one 
party, a girl approached him. 
“What a charming little girl," 
he exclaimed. “And whose 
daughter are you?" The child 
burst into tears and said: 
“Yours. Papa!" 

We are all flawed, all hit¬ 
man. But the acceleration of 
family breakdown has meant 
that the responsibility to pro¬ 
vide care has often been erod¬ 
ed. The Child Support Agency, 
designed to underpin this uni¬ 
versal duty, has been far, far 
from fulfilling the hopes 
pinned on iL There are no easy 
solutions here. Because this 
area is heavily mined with 
powerful emotions, we have to 
advance carefully. 

It seems odd to me that the 
Government can be so adept 
at collecting income tax and 
national insurance, and so 
awful at collecting child sup¬ 
port. This is because the CSA 
formula is so complex. The 
ideal of finely calibrated treat¬ 
ment is laudable; in practice it 
has proved so unwieldy and 
open to abuse that fairness has 
been lost in the failure to 
collect. The system has pun¬ 
ished the honest and allowed 
the tricksters off the hook: 
hardly the fairest outcome. 

This is an edited extract from 
the Minister for Welfare Re¬ 
form’s Potiteia lecture, given 
on Tuesday evening■ 
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Blair Should Btmgp. .Mim mamua for murderers at the moment ." 


Our dark Continent 


“ "W" n these past few years there 
I has been much talk of Europe 
I and European civilisation, of 
anti-Europe and so on. But if 
we stop to analyse a little more dosely 
what is meant by ‘Europe’, we 
become aware of the extreme confu¬ 
sion which reigns in the minds of 
those who talk about it" Not my 
words but those of the Italian 
historian Frederico Chabod, writing 
in 1943. Yet they seem to fit our times 
even better than his: in this week 
alone Chancellor Kohl is waxing 
lyrical about European unification, 
while William Hague has gone to 
Paris to warn in no uncertain terms 
against the same prospect. 

It must be admitted at the outset 
that whether Europe actually has a 
history in any conventional sense of 
the word is open to doubt Certainly 
most historians do not seem to 
believe it does. Their focus is either 
much narrower or much broader 
than Europe itself. This is not 
surprising when we bear in mind 
that the writing and practice of 
professional history has been inti¬ 
mately bound up with the rise of 
nationalism and the nation-state. 
Historians, in Eric Hobsbawm’S 
vivid phrase, have been drug dealers 
to the addicts of national self- 
affirmation. Even today, historians of 
France and Britain, to take only the 
most egregious offenders, show little 
interest in anything outside their 
national borders. 

Those few historians with a wider 
view, such as Hobsbawm, tend to see 
Europe in terms of overarching 
theories of history such as Marxism. 
They tell the story of die rise of the 
market, and the struggle between 
communism and capitalism. Europe 
becomes an illustration of global 
processes as much as an object of 
study in its own right. Some people 
would even say that today, all history 
is world history. If they are right, 
history is going to become very 
impersonal and dull for there will be 
less room for the vignettes and details 
which bring it to life. 

One place where an effort to 
conceive of European history as a 
whole can be found is among the 
works commissioned by Brussels. 
The European Commission finances 
the publication of worthy tones, 
proving, with the assistance of end¬ 
less footnotes, that European unity is 
not only our future but our past. The 
trouble is that these books are not 
simply unreadable — they are usual¬ 
ly written by committees carefully 


Europe needs a new history, but it cannot 
exclude nightmarish visions we would 
rather forget, says Mark Mazower 


selected to weed out national bias — 
but more importantly, they paint a 
completely distorted picture of Eu¬ 
rope’s past, smoothing over diversity 
and dissension. The spotlight rests on 
France and Germany, while Poland 
and the Balkans rate barely a 
mention. European identity is de¬ 
fined in terms of Christianity, but it is 
a very curious kind of Christianity 
which does not really accept Ortho¬ 
doxy, let alone Judaism and Islam. 
As propaganda they are unimpres¬ 
sive: as efforts to find the truth, they 
are virtually worthless^ 

Some works on European history 
stand the test of time, yet it seems that 
a common reaction to the bloody 
struggles of this century has been 
simply to deny their internecine 
character. One side is made to stand 
for the true Europe — the “European 
Europe" if you will, in precisely the 
sense employed in the term “Euro¬ 
pean Community", while the others 
are written off as usurpers or 
barbarians. But if we face the fact 
that liberal democracy failed in one 
country after another after I91S, and 
if we admit that communism and 
fascism also formed part of the 
Continent's political heritage and 
emerged from its culture, then it is 
hard to deny that what has shaped 
- Europe in this century is not a 
gradual convergence of thought and 
feeling but on the contrary, a series 
of violent dashes between antagonis¬ 
tic new orders. If we search for 
Europe as what Chabod called “an 
historic and moral individuality", we 
will find that for much of this century 
it did not exist 

I n short Europe’s history since 
1918 can be nothing other than 
the history of Europe's various 
dreams and visions of itself. 
What one cannot do. if one is serious. 
Is to exdude regimes from history’s 
mainstream on the grounds of their 
barbarism or the insanity of their 
rulers. History is not a kind of dub 
from which regimes may be 
blackballed for bad behaviour. The 
fact is that millions of Germans 
supported Hitler, and that by 1940, 
millions of other Europeans had 


come to regard the Nazi new order as 
the most likely way to restore stability 
to the Continent after the failure of 
Versailles. 

- We in Britain like to think we stood 
outside these events, and it is true 
that by escaping enemy occupation, 
we avoided what was perhaps the 
single most important, traumatic and 
formative political experience of the 
rest of the Continent- Nevertheless, 
we have less ground for complacency 
than we like to believe. Only the 
outbreak of war in 1939prevented the 
head of Scotland Yard from attend¬ 
ing a seminar in Munich on modem 
policing methods: he had been due to 
visit Dachau and to hear the head of 
the Gestapo lecture cm new tech¬ 
niques of crime prevention. Nazi 
racism, too, was part of a much 
broader European discourse about 
racial superiority and population 
decline in which Britain participated, 
both in the Empire and at home. 

Our understanding of European 
history has been distorted by the 
selective forgetting and reshaping of 
the past which took place during the 
Cold War. For example, the greatest 
single -forced population movement 
of the century — the expulsion of 
more than 10 million Germans from 
central and eastern Europe after 1945 
— is largely unknown today. The 
reason is dean the subject was taboo 
in Germany and uncomfortable al¬ 
most everywhere else. Yet it is 
impossible to gauge the differences 
between Hitler’s Germany and 
Helmut Kohl’s on the basis of such 
ignorance. German expansionism 
between 1870 and 1945 was motivated 
by a dream of bringing together all 
Germans in a single country. This 
has now happened, though scarcely 
in the way Hitler envisaged. As the 
century ends, it is time to move 
beyond the myths that have comfort¬ 
ed us through the postwar decades. 

If we can look our past in the face, 
what has it to tell us about the future? 
First, I think, that the European 
Union is in large measure the fruit of 
attempts to tackle a problem that no 
longer exi’*~ The determination to 
have unity ai all costs stems from a 
deep-seated panic. At the heart of the 


late-20th century European project 
are memories of Franco-German 
rivalry and the wars this led to. 

Yet nation-states have changed 
their spots since 1945 and the danger 
of war. or at least of this kind of war. 
has subsided. Ironically, where war 
is now virtually impossible to con¬ 
ceive — in Western Europe — five EU 
pushes ahead with plans for ever- 
doser union; where it is more likely 
— in the Balkans — it can do little to 
affect the course of events. Having 
laid daim to the title of Europe, the 
EU now feels impelled to embrace 
enlargement, bringing it — as now 
with Cyprus and Poland — to zones of 
international tension. Better to have 
been more honest and to have 
confessed that the EU was really 
misnamed: it represented an ar¬ 
rangement of economic convenience 
among a small group of prospe r o u s 
West European states. But the time 
for such honesty has passed. 

S econdly, the nation-state is 
changing but not withering 
away. Economically, it is 
losing power to global forces 
and needs the EU because modern 
capitalism is too strong for it 
Politically, however, it remains the 
focus of the allegiance and loyalty of 
the overwhelming majority of people 
in Europe. Thus the EU needs the 
nation-state, too. 

If Chancellor Kohl is haunted tty 
historical fears which have lost their 
basis in reality, William Hague's 
fears for the future are equally 
groundless. Economic and monetary 
union (EMU) may be another step 
along the road to a European 
superstate, but it is far more likely 
that Europe's political future will 
take the form of some continued 
intenmeshing of national and supra¬ 
national institutions, while EMU 
itself could well end up looking rather 
like the old 19th-century gold stan¬ 
dard, another fixed exchange rate 
system in which sovereign nation¬ 
states existed quite comfortably for 
decades. Everything depends on 
whether one sees history as a story of 
inevitable victories and forward 
marches, or a series of close shaves 
and unexpected twists. This century's 
forward marches have ail eventually 
ground to a halt; the unexpected 
invariably wins out. 

The author's latest book. The Dark 
Continent: Europe's Twentieth Cen¬ 
tury. is published next month by 
AUen Lane/The Penguin Press. 


Lib ferns 


PADDY ASHDOWN is facing a 
day in the dock, having apparently 
ignored legal advice from Cherie 
Booth. The Liberal Democrat lead¬ 
er sought the views of the Prime 
Minister's wife in her capacity as a 
barrister over whether his party's 
candidate-selection policy contra¬ 
venes the Sex Discrimination Act. 
Ashdown has put his authority 
behind a system called "zipping" 
for next year's Euro elections, to 
ensure that half the Lib Dem 
candidates are women. The policy 
was endorsed by party feminists 
but now Graham Elson, the secre¬ 
tary-general of the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats at the time, claims they were 
misled. Elson had sought advice 
from Booth and from Lord Lester 
of Herne Hill, who both apparent¬ 
ly said the policy would cause legal 
problems. But Ashdown went 
ahead, and now faces a challenge 
from Elson and cronies. Nick 
Harvey. MP, the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats'campaign chief, says Elson is 
bitter. "Graham applied to be a 
candidate but the panel decided he 
did not merit selection—and it was 
nothing to do with gender." Har¬ 
vey admits the party is treading in 
"murky" legal waters, but his 
recollection of Cherie Booth's ad¬ 


vice is rather different: “Cherie is 
the number one in this field." How 
charming that the PM's wife holds 
such influence over Liberal Demo¬ 
crat policy. 

• THE PRINCE OF WALES is a 
chocoholic. The Prince confided 
his sweet tooth during a royal visit 
to a Jewish old people’s home in 
North London, telling Betty Har¬ 
ris. trusty minder of the i home’s 



the loyal toast at a recent dinner. 
As glasses were raised to shouts of 
“the Queen”, he grabbed the mi¬ 
crophone: “And sod the Euro.” 


sweet shop: “/ didn't know Mars 
Bars were kosher. How wonderful ." 





“It would be like being in a 
burning building with no exits” 


Ooh la la 

BLUE Tories in red-light scandal, 
as the small prints might describe 
this French frolick. Tories in Fon¬ 
tainebleau for William Hague's 
speech were told by his office to 
stay at the Hotel Sophia. I do not 
know what kind of establishment it 
was when Hague was a student in 
the town, but Tories found it rather 
racy. Scant ily-dad women greeted 
them, willing to explain die de¬ 
lights of Euro integration—for E20 
each. Most Tories fled, bar Central 
Office’s Priti Patel, who organised 
the trip. She says: “It was fine for a 
quick stopover." 

• Sir Denis Thatcher, master of 
the balanced comment, enjoyed 


Frill seeker 

VALERIE CAMPBELL Naomi'S 
more beautiful mother, has confid¬ 
ed her frustration a1 being unable 
to End a regular armrest since the 
death of the Duke of Northumber¬ 
land. “I decided I wasn't going to 
look any more, but that was six 
months ago and it still hasn’t 
worked." says Ms Campbell, 45. 
“Men don’t seem to go for me, 1 


don’t know why. I must be the un- 
luckiest person. I might have to 
wear garters and suspenders and 
let my breasts hang ouL" I counsel 
that this new tactic might prove a 
little more fruitful. 

• NEIGHBOURS are learning 
not to mess with Janet Street-Por¬ 
ter. The voice from Hell caught one 
dumping a bag of rubbish outside 
her London home this week. Not 
content with asking him to remove 
it, she summoned the full range of 
her vocabulary before concluding 
that the offender was a “fat pig". 



Unattached: Valerie Campbell 


Angry bear 

THAT cuddly colossus, Terry 
Waite, has joined the chorus of out¬ 
rage over the Queen's “decision" to 
honour Emperor Akihito of Japan. 
Waite, the former Beirut hostage, 
has found common cause with 
British FoWs who blanche at the 
plan to invest Akihito with the 
Order of the Garter. He has agreed 
to become president of a Far East 
Prisoners of War Association. “Ex¬ 
prisoners deserve an unqualified 
apology," says Waite, from a quiet 
hideaway in the Suffolk country¬ 
side. “They take exception to 
Akihito being invested with one of 
the highest awards the nation can 
offer.” I suspect that Prince Philip 
is discreetly raising a glass. 



.— AjTgpjzV' 
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Fur quotes: Stella McCartney 


• STELLA McCARTNEY. the de¬ 
signer daughter of Sir Paul, has 
taken up her late mother's crusade 
against the maltreatment of ani¬ 
mals. She has just narrated a vid¬ 
eo attacking women who wear fur. 
which is to be sent to designers and 
editors. It shows nice foxes being 
treated badly by nasty fanners. 
Meanwhile. I gather that the Vege¬ 
tarian Society claims an increase 
in converts since Linda 
McCartney's death. Her legacy 
looks safe. 

Jasper Gerard 


W eather forecasts these days 
are for hypochondriacs as 
well as depressives. The 
pollen count is up, so ins bad news for 
hay fever victims. The sun 1S ®ul so 
were at risk of skin cancer. Hardly 
surprising that the nation seems to be 
developing a collective allergy. For 
me, the most stunning medical 
statistic of the week is that 40 per rent 
of our schoolchildren now suffer 
from allergies of one sort or another. 

By the year 2019. we are told, one in 
four adults will be a martyr to 
asthma, hay fever or eczema. 

How pathetic, was my immediate 
reaction. We wipe out the big killers 
such as typhoid and diptheria, now 
all we have to complain about are a 
few sniffles and skin rashes. What a 
nation of wimps! All right, I with¬ 
draw that remark. As a lifetime 
sufferer myself, I know what misery 
hay fever can be; as an asthmatic I 
cannot move far without my inhaler 
afflicted by eczema as a child (when 
the only treatment was spreading the 
skin with tar), I take real allergies as 
seriously as anyone. 

I am less convinced by the statis¬ 
tics. Just as crime figures are always 
open to misinterpretation, so is an 
allergy epidemic. A rise in reported gf ■ 
crime may reflect a better detection 
rate, or a different way of 
categorising it An increase in aller¬ 
gies may indicate more efficient 
diagnosis; or greater awareness; or 
just that allergies are the current 
medical vogue, like herpes used to be. 

So I take the latest figures with a 
pinch of non-allergy-inducing salt 
Even the most grudging sceptic, 
however, has to accept that the trend 
is upwards, and that the explanation 
is hard to pin down. 

The most convincing evidence 
emerges from a massive survey 
carnal out over a five-year period in 
East Germany, where 2,000 children 
aged between nine and 11 were tested 
for allergies before and after reunifi¬ 
cation with West Germany. The 
number suffering from hay fever rose a, 
from one in 50 in 1991 to one in 20 in 
1996. Eczema increased from 19 per 
cent to 27 per cent Researchers found 
that ttie children reacted to the 
trappings of modem life such as wall- 
to-wall carpets, centrally heated 
houses, pets and processed foods. 

East Germans, it seemed, were 
allergic to capitalism. 

“ But it is a little more complex than 
that As a one-man survey myself, 
everything l have experienced flies 
directly in the face of die East 
German results. 1 grew up in a large, 
draughty house with no central 
heating, where wall-to-wall carpeting 
was an unheard-of luxury and most 
processed foods were unavailable. 1 
spent, nevertheless, a childhood af¬ 
flicted by sneezing, inflamed eyes, 
congested lungs and burning skin. I 
have since graduated to what might 
be classified as a West German 
standard of living, and find that 1 £• 
suffer less, not more. My hay fever ^ 
has subsided, the asthma is under 
control, the eczema has gone alto¬ 
gether. My non-sdentific explanation 
is that my body has gradually built 
up something approaching ah im¬ 
mune system, helped by a crude but 
successful programme of injections 
in my early twenties which strength¬ 
ened my resistance to household 
dust, cats, horses and hay. 

T here would appear to be no 
obvious reason why a new 
generation of allergy sufferers 
should not similarly develop immu¬ 
nity. It seems, however, that the 
body's defence systems have more to. 
contend with these days. Recent 
studies show that there are more > 
pollutants in the air, more chemicals 
in our food, more pesticides on our 
fields, more man-made fibres in our 
clothes. The “mast cells” which patrol 
our bodies, ever on the lookout for 
dangerous intruders, thus have their 
work cut oul As soon as they detect a 
new and threatening substance, they 
react — some might say overreact —. 
by sending out their own barrage of 
chemicals, including histamines, 
which cause tightening of lung 
muscles, inflammation of skin, all the 
characteristic symptoms of the aller¬ 
gy victim. Someone compared them 
to a tiny landmine lurking just below 
the skin, ready to rupture and 
explode as soon as a foreign body 
approaches. 

Why they should feel it necessary to 
do so defeats me—as it defeats many 
scientists. It is almost as if, deprived 
of the real work they once had to da 
such as fighting off polio or smallpox, 
our ceils have had to invent new scare 
stories to keep them busy. A recent 
study in Africa gives some credence 
to this. It suggests that the original 
intention of the mast cells was to 
destroy tropical parasites such as 
tapeworms. Since Western man no 
longer has to worry much about 
tapeworms, the cells have found 
substitute enemies to take their place. 

Peanuts, milk, shellfish, nickel, latex, 
food additives, colouring, all of them 
nave joined a list of potentially 
dangerous substances. There are 
doubtless more to come. 

ftrrhaps our body systems are 
beginning to pick up some of our 
well-known paranoia about modern 
nie. i he more we wony about what 
we eaL dnnk or breathe, the more. 

‘ 5°^ 015151 kU5 get nervous 
lf w . e caImed down a bit 

- §eI the messa 8e and relax 
a little. It’s just a theory. 
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DECISION DAY 


There are no easy choices in Ulster 




Amoruo Gramsci enjoined upon his suppor- 
.^ssmusm of the intellect, optimism of 

? e “ m 11131 s P iriI 1,131 A* people of 

the Insh Republic and of Northern Ireland 
should approach tomorrow's referendum on 
“T * uture .constitution. Attractive as it 
W* to wish difficulties away, they have 
to be faced if disillusion is not to follow. 

It is important first to realise that this is 
not a “peace" deal. The agreement might 
lead to peace, but while the IRA declines to 
say the war is over the risk remains of a 
resumption of violence. The Good Friday 
agreement is. primarily, an attempt to 
secure the widest possible assent for new' 
democratic structures in Northern Ireland. 

At the centre of the new web of 
relationships envisaged in the agreement 
rests a new assembly for Ulster. It is 
designed to ensure that every significant 
strand of opinion in Northern Ireland is 
represented. But this pluralism of represen¬ 
tation has been bought at the cost of 
pluralism in action. Because every major 
parly is entitled to participate in the 
ministerial executive Ulster will be run by 
an involuntary grand coalition. A vigorous 
opposition, robust scrutiny of the executive, 
and the knowledge that a party can be 
ejected from office for incompetence are the 
best guarantees of good Government. Ulster 
will not have those guarantees. 

The principle that power should be 
devolved to Northern Ireland's people is 
admirable. But devolution existed between 
1922 and 1972 and failed, because it 
entrenched sectarianism, rather than 
transcending it The new assembly tries to 
overcome old divisions by insisting that 
major decisions secure a majority among 
* both nationalist and Unionist parties. Yet, in 
order to measure that majority, parties have 
to register their confessional character in 
such a way as to maintain, rather than 
erode, sectarianism. 

Whatever the faults, or virtues, of demo¬ 
cratic systems no democracy can operate 


without respect for the rule of law. The 
agreement allows for the accelerated release 
of terrorist prisoners, provided the organ¬ 
isations to which they adhere maintain their 
ceasefire. The subversion of justice for 
political ends is always dangerous. Releas¬ 
ing terrorist killers early in order to help 
maintain a ceasefire, with no evidence that 
the terrorist organisations have perma¬ 
nently forsworn violence, is more than just a 
risk for peace. It does violence to the moral 
foundations of a civilized society. 

And yet It is, ultimately, better that 
Ulster’s own politicians have a chance to 
govern the Province rather than submit to 
proconsular rule from Westminster aggra¬ 
vated by intervention from Dublin. Ulster’s 
people must display optimism today. 

It is the Prime Minister who must dem¬ 
onstrate the will. He must stand by his 
pledge that there will be no fudge between 
democracy and terror. He must insist on the 
derommissioning of weapons before para¬ 
militaries can hold office. And he must be 
prepared to overrule those who argue that 
criteria can be bent in order to keep Sinn 
Fein "on board". Why keep on board the 
peace train anyone attempting to hijack it? 

Should the Prime Minister retreat from 
these principles then democrats would, as 
Lord Mayhew has pointed out, be entitled to 
walk away from an agreement which Mr 
Blair had dishonoured. It is an agreement 
which, the more it is examined intellectually, 
the more pessimistic is the verdict for the 
democrat. But although there are a thou¬ 
sand devils in the detail, there are also 
political realities, matters outside the agree¬ 
ment which cannot be ignored. West¬ 
minster politics dictates that a “No" vote 
would place strains on the relationship 
between Northern Ireland’s people and their 
Prime Minister which would create dan¬ 
gerous instability. In the spirit of Michael 
Oakeshott. democrats should accept the 
convenient rather than insisting on the 
perfect They should vote “yes". 


OF TRADE AND TURTLES 

Free trade should be nurtured as a good in itself 


Fifty years ago this week, 23 governments 
signed a couple of telephone directories' 
worth of legalistic small print It was an 
event hardly calculated to capture headlines 
or set imaginations soaring. Yet the drive to 
liberalise world trade which that agreement 
launched opened up a highway of opportun¬ 
ity for millions. The humble General Agree¬ 
ment on Tariffs, and Trade, only recently 
given permanent status and sharper teeth as 
the World Trade Organisation, has been one 
of the greatest forces for good in the postwar 
world. Since 1948, tariffs have been cut by 90 
per cent and quotas and other barriers prog¬ 
ressively outlawed — all within the compass 
of agreed rules which have protected weak 
and strong alike. The resulting 20-fold 
increase in world trade has been the motor 
for a six-fold increase in global wealth. 

Bill Clinton and Tony Blair joined a party 
rv for 132 governments at the WTO’s birthday 
** in Geneva this week. Another 30, including 
China, are in the queue to join a dub that 
once-suspidous developing countries now 
value at least as highly as does the West. But 
the politidans’ duty in Geneva was not just 
to twist past success but to ward off 
protectionist reactions to Asia's economic 
turbulence and to stiffen sinews for the next 
free trade battles. That calls for leadership 
by the US and the European Union, which 
should be the natural champions of open 
markets. Arguments are looming between 
them that could give everyone a hangover. 

President Clinton’s grand invitation to 
launch a new trade round next year in the 
US masks deep transatlantic disagreements 
about its scope. Sir Leon Brittan. the EU’s 
trade commissioner, wants the rapid launch 
$ of a new “millennium round” covering all 
aspects of trade, services as well as goods, 
and believes that the method should be the 
battle-tested one whereby nothing is agreed 
until everything is agreed. The Americans, 


who are only half-joking when they mutter 
that in that case. It will take 1,000 years to 
complete, want to disaggregate negotiations, 
arguing that progress in some sectors 
should not be hostage to areas of deadlock. 

Decoded, what this means is that Wash¬ 
ington is determined not to let die EU hold 
up the entire show for the sake of its farm 
subsidies, as it did in the Uruguay round. 
With separate farm trade talks due to start 
next year, the US also suspects that behind 
the EU’s “millennium" proposal lurks a 
plan to buy more time for its nonsensical 
common agricultural policy by folding these 
talks into a new global round. The Ameri¬ 
cans have a point; when trade barriers on 
agriculture average a highly distorting 40 
per cent, the EU should concede the case for 
keeping farm talks on a fast track. By doing 
that, moreover, the EU would be better 
positioned to oppose some innocent-sound¬ 
ing American ideas that as Mr Blair hinied 
in Geneva this week, could damage the poor 
through new forms of protectionism. 

Mr Clinton wants future WTO deals to 
take into account two non-trade factors, 
environmental standards and labour con¬ 
ditions. People legitimately wonry about the 
stripping of rainforests, trapping of turtles 
in shrimp-nets and worker exploitation, but 
to saddle the WTO with this ethical baggage 
would lead to some decidedly unethical con¬ 
sequences. Western trade unions would in¬ 
voke labour clauses to protect their own wor¬ 
kers against low-cost competition, throwing 
workers in poor countries out of jobs. Since 
these workers are also consumers of West¬ 
ern exports, everybody would lose. Greenery 
could similarly camouflage protectionism; 
consumer resistance rather than trade 
barriers is the way to protect rainforests. 
Trade bargains are hard enough to strike; 
trying to put the world to rights at the same 
time could wreck the engine of free trade. 


SAUDIS AND NURSES 


$ 


-j 


King Fahd has acted to protect relations with Britain 


Lbia insists that the release of the 
es Deborah Parry and Lucille 
an was an act of clemency by King 
humanitarian gesture dictated 
j diplomatic pressure, a Bnnsh 
[paien or the need to safeguard 
trade and political relations with 
et the very fact that the ailing King 
personally involved in the case 
1 its extraordinary sensitivity. The 
venerated in Britain over the clash 
s, the horror at the prospect of 
ting lashed or beheaded and the 
- to accept the Saudi verdict of the 
ult were always likely to confirm 
indices and turn public o = 
gainst Britain’s most important 
inner in the Middle East, 
rabia has acted with remarkable 
cnon in this case. Hoover alien 
incepts of Islamic justice may 
ritons^rticularly the secrecyof 
i* deUberations. there is no doubt 
has been taken to ensure that the 
s were checked and sanctionedla 
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consular duties: but this is not a case of 
rescuing innocent citizens thrown arbitrarily 
into jail or bringing home the victims of 
foreign injustice. . 

What Saudi Arabia gains from such 
clemency is not immediately apparent. 
Certainly, the country is rid of an 
embarrassment that could be exploited by 
Islamic radicals, insistent on harsher treat¬ 
ment and by third world workers who 
suffer much harsher punishment including 
public execution, if they fall foul of Saudi 
law. Britons will not necessarily be grateful: 
those inclined to think that the women are 
innocent will now make the most of their 
inevitable tales of horror about life in a 
Saudi prison: and those who think they were 
rightly convicted will be aghast tiiat th?y are 
free after only 17 months with no provision 
_ ^ negotiated with countries such as 
Thailand — for them to serve the remainder 
of their sentence in Britain. 

The Saudis, nevertheless, are determined 
not to allow their myriad relations with Brit¬ 
ain to be at the mercy of exiled dissidents, 
murder cases or negative press reporting 
that in the past have exercised a disprop¬ 
ortionate influence. This betokens welcome 
maturity. 1/ the price is a short burst of bad 
publicity, they appear ready to pay xt. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Dramatic exit of 
Arts Council panel 

From Miss Thelma Holt and others 

Sir, We write as members of die Arts 
Council of England's Drama Advis¬ 
ory Panel, who today resigned in res¬ 
ponse to one particular and crucial 
element in the current reform of the 
Council. We wish to alert practitioners 
and the public to the danger that deci¬ 
sions on the future of the arts in Eng¬ 
land will be made by a smaller, more 
powerful executive drawing far less 
than before on the practical expertise 
of independent, unpaid, professional, 
peer-group advisors. 

Under the present system, the 
advice of panels has been fed straight 
into the Council by their chairmen 
who have been, automatically. Coun¬ 
cil members. Under new proposals for 
a slimmed-down Council, panel chair¬ 
men are no longer de facto Council 
members, panels will be reduced in 
size, and will advise only the artform 
directors — officers employed by, and 
not members of. the Arts Council. One 
of the most direct lines between the 
arts industries and the decision¬ 
makers will be broken, and advisory 
panels will be mere talking-shops. 

Nobody doubts that the funding 
system and the Arts Council itself 
need new energies and a major over¬ 
haul. that finite funds will have to be 
used in new ways, and that hard deci¬ 
sions fudged in the post must be 
made. Our concern is that these will 
be carried out by a cultural bureau¬ 
cracy less accountable, less accessible, 
and increasingly remote from the art¬ 
ists and audiences which the Arts 
Council exists to fund, develop and 
enoourage. 

Yours faithfully, 

THELMA HOLT. 

Chairman, Drama Advisory Panel. 

PAtn AI f RNI 

MICHAEL ATTENBOROUGH. 
ALAN AYCKBOURN. 

ROGER CHAPMAN. 

ROBERT COGO-FAWCETT. 

BUSH HARTSHORN. 

JUDE KELLY. 

BARBARA MATTHEWS, 

SAM MENDES. 

MICHAEL RATCUFFE. 

MANDY STEWART, 

JENNY TOPPER, 

JATOMDER VERMA 
MAGGIE WOOLLEY. 

Arts Council of England, 

14 Great Peter Street, SW1P3NQ. 

May 20. 


No 10 protest 

From the Chief Press Secretary 
to the Prime Minister 

Sir, Your editorial this morning (May 
19) is seriously inaccurate about the 
Government's release of the letter 
from President Kabbah which you 
published last week (May 13). There 
was no “dissembling" either by the 
Downing Street press office or by 
Baroness Symons who subsequently 
made a statement on the issue in the 
Lords. 

When l released the text of the letter 
for use by lobby journalists 1 said that 
we were doing so in order to help put 
things in a broader perspective. How¬ 
ever. contrary to the statement in your 
editorial 1 also said that we could not 
share either President Kabbah'S inter¬ 
pretation of the UN resolution or his 
views about individuals named in the 
lener. 

1 can well understand your irrita¬ 
tion at having to print so large a rebut¬ 
tal by Lord Avebury and others. But 
the fault was yours. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALASTA1R CAMPBELL. 

10 Downing Street, SW1A 2AA 
May 19. 


Police studies 

From the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Portsmouth 

Sir, 1 was encouraged to read that the 
Police Federation is committed to the 
idea of a “police university" (report. 
May 14). There is. however, already 
considerable collaboration between 
universities and the police. 

Four universities, including my 
own, now have formal relationships 
with National Police Training basal 
on integration of professional police 
training courses and academic study 
programmes. Next month my own 
university is starting a Certificate of 
Higher Education in Policing, devel¬ 
oped jointly with the Directorate of 
National Police Training, which is on 
offer to every, police officer in the 
country. In addition, we. like a num¬ 
ber of universities, offer graduate and 
postgraduate degrees tailored specifi¬ 
cally to the police service, including 
study by open and distance learning. 
These are by no means exclusively for 
senior officers. Over the past two 
years we have awarded degrees in 
police studies to over 200 constables 
and sergeants. 

Britain is a world leader in the 
extent and range of collaboration 
between the police service and the uni¬ 
versity sector, and that extends also to 
police science research. The welcome 
initiative from the federation can, 
therefore, build on a very firm 
foundation. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN CRAVEN, 

ViefrChancellor, 

University of Portsmouth, 

University House. 

Winston Churchill Avenue, 
Portsmouth POl 2UP. 

May 16. 


Rigorous code on arms sales ‘vital’ 


From Mr Menzies Campbell, QC, 
MP for Fife North East 
(Liberal Democrat) 


Sir, The Sierra Leone affair and the 
appalling scenes from Indonesia 
underline the need for a rigorous 
code of conduct on arms sales. Euro¬ 
pean foreign ministers meet on 23-26 
May to negotiate the final details of a 
code which has been proposal by 
Britain and France and which would 
govern all members of the European 
union. 


The first priority is tough, un¬ 
equivocal guidelines on human 
rights. It is shameful that the pro- 
democracy demonstrations in Indone¬ 
sia are being suppressed with water 
cannon and armoured vehicles (re¬ 
ports, May 14 and IS) exported by the 
last British Government If we want to 
ensure that we never again furnish 
regimes which abuse human rights 
with the tools of their repression, 
European governments should place 
the highest priority on human rights. 

Secondly, the Sierra Leone affair 
has again shown the need to introduce 
effective controls on the activities of 
arms brokers based in or operating 
from the United Kingdom. Sandline 
was apparently able to organise the 
transfer of weapons from Bulgaria 


without needing an export licence 
from the Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

All proposed transactions involving 
arms brokering agents operating in 
the UK should be subject to the British 
licensing regime regardless of 
whether or not the arms pass through 
this country. The code should make 
similar provision for all its signatories 
to do the same. 

Thirdly, increased transparency 
and parliamentary scrutiny are the 
best guarantee of responsible regula¬ 
tion of the arms trade. All European 
governments should be required to 
publish a detailed annual report of 
their arms exports. A parliamentary 
committee should be established in 
each member state to scrutinise “sen¬ 
sitive" export applications in advance, 
as happens in Sweden. 

The European Code of Conduct is a 
vital initiative. The British Govern¬ 
ment should learn the lessons of the 
past week and lead from the front in 
ensuring a truly effective agreement 

Yours faithfully. 

MENZIES CAMPBELL 
(Liberal Democrat Spokesman on 
Foreign Affairs and Defence), 

House of Commons. 

May IS. 


Judgment on the ‘evils’ of litigation 


From Mr Charles Lewis 

Sir, Despite Mr Geoffrey Hoon* dis¬ 
avowal of the phrase “name and 
shame” (letter, May 13; see also letters. 
May 6), the intention of the Lord 
Chancellor's Department was dear 
enough. But. before members of the 
department once again attribute all 
the evils of litigation to the lawyers, 
they could usefully reflect on the fol¬ 
lowing anecdote. 

About sue months ago a case of mine 
was fixed for trial this week at Bir¬ 
mingham. following an order by the 
judge that the case should not be fixed 
by correspondence but only after 
appearance by counsel before him. 

The case, which concerns severe 
brain damage suffered by an infant, 
allegedly due to medical negligence, 
was due to last about a week Seven 
consultants of various specialities, 
together, of course, with file lawyers 
(four counsel, plus solicitors) ar¬ 
ranged their engagements and their 
diaries accordingly — to say nothing 
of the parents’ own arrangements, 
induding child-minding. 

On the afternoon before the date 
fixed for the trial we were told there 
was no court for us and the matter 
was adjourned until the following day 
(Wednesday). On that afternoon we 
were told that the case could not be 
heard, was being taken out of the list 
and would have to be refixed. 

A date convenient both to the wit¬ 
nesses (principally the doctors) and to 
the lawyers is unlikely to be found 
before the end of the year, but. even if 
it were, the inconvenience to all those 
concerned, particularly to the consul¬ 
tants who had cancelled duties and 
will now have to do so again, is enor¬ 
mous. To say nothing of the costs 
thrown away. 

Meanwhile, the parents’ agony 
continues. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES J. LEWIS. 

Old Square Chambers, 

1 Verulam Buildings, 

London WC1R 5LQ. 

May 15. 


From Mr Charles Holcombe 

Sir, The former Chair of the Bar 
Council, Anthony Scrivenor, QC, is 
unhappy that Jack Straw should dare 
to even suggest that lawyers “drag 
out" cases and thus increase the legal 
aid biO (“Dead sheep and dire warn¬ 
ings from on high". Law, May 12). 

He states that judges tend not to 
accept “ridiculous reasons" for ad¬ 
journments. Yet in Inns and Outs in 
the same edition we learn that a High 
Court judge in the Family Division, 
Sir Edward Cazalet, adjourned his 
court so that he could attend a memo¬ 
rial service for file satirist John Wells, 
leaving those in court to twiddle their 
fingers. Some of them had left home at 
430am to travel to London for the 
hearing. 

I wOTider how much that cost the 
taxpayer in lost legal aid fees? 

Yours faithfully, 

C. HOLCOMBE. 

6 Dorset Gardens, Brighton BN21RJL 
May 13. 

From Mr P. F. Ryder 

Sir, Nobody should,' of course, be sur¬ 
prised when government attacks the 
legal profession. It is. after all. the 
legal profession which almost alone 
amongst the professions in pretty well 
every country is prepared to stand up 
for the citizen against the State. 

Of course, sometimes lawyers get it 
wrong and go over the top. This is par¬ 
ticularly so in the United States, but 
one of the reasons advanced in that 
jurisdiction for the excessive involve¬ 
ment of lawyers is the contingency fee 
which this Government is proposing 
to introduce here. 

In so far as lawyers are an evil, we 
are a necessary one. and however 
much society vilifies us we will still be 
here for those who need our help. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER RYDER, 

Thrall Ryder (solicitors), 

10/11 Edward Street, 

Truro, Cornwall TRJ 3AR. 

May 13. 


Sick children 

From Dr Michael Wilks. 

Chairman of the BMA 
Medical Ethics Committee 

Sir, The new King’s Fund study. 
Tragic Choices in Health Care 
(report. May 14), about Jaymee Bow¬ 
en, the ll-year-old leukaemia victim 
whose father did not allow doctors to 
talk to her about the seriousness of her 
condition, highlights the importance 
of involving young people in decisions 
about their own health care, even in 
the most serious of cases. This is a 
clear requirement of the UN Conven¬ 
tion "on file Rights of the Child and the 
Children Act 

The British Medical Association 


believes that even quite young child¬ 
ren will have sufficient maturity to 
participate in many of the decisions 
which affect them and should be 
encouraged to do so. 

We agree that further guidance is 
required for health professionals and 
have been working with the medical 
Royal Colleges and a number of other 
interested organisations to draw up a 
code of practice about children's con¬ 
sent and refusal. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL WILKS. 

Chairman, 

Medical Ethics Committee. 

British Medical Association. 

BMA House, 

Tavistock Square, WC1H 9JP. 


Maurice letter 

From Major the Earl Haig 

Sir. Mr John Pimlott (letter, May 18) is 
right to point out the importance of the 
Maurice debate in consolidating the 
positions of Lloyd George and my 
father. But by then the German break¬ 
through had failed, as my father had 
prophesied it would faiL Not even 
Lloyd George would have considered 
sacking his commander-in-chief who 
had the support of the country, of the 
Army and of the King at the moment 
of supreme lest when the tide was 
about to turn. 

Major-General Maurice’s protest m 
his letter to The Times in 1918 was jus¬ 
tified and selfless, but ironically my 
father disapproved of soldiers writing 
to the press. 

Yours faithfully, 

HAIG, 

Bemersyde, Melrose TD6 9DP. 

May 18. 


Letters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be seat to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 

e-mail to: Ietters9the4imes.eo.ak 


Presumption of guilt 

From Mr Michael D. Wright 

Sir, On leaving die office this evening 
I was confronted by newspaper plac¬ 
ards declaring: “Sex charge games 
master found dead". This young man 
was known to us and was a respected 
member of our church. 

How cruel it seems that English law 
should allow die names of those 
charged with such offences to be 
released by the police at such an early 
stage — only for the press to spread 
their saiarious stories large across 
their pages. 

The watt for a magistrates' court to 
determine whether or not there is a 
case to be answered must be intoler¬ 
able, when society at large has seem¬ 
ingly condemned them already. 

Surely there must be a case for these 
names to be withheld in order to pro¬ 
tect file presumption of innocence 
until proven guilty—a tenet I thought 
to be enshrined in English law. 

Yours sadly, 

MICHAEL WRIGHT, 

Colley Bridge, 

Coppice Lane, 

Reigate. Surrey RH2 9JF, 

May 14. 


Support for EU 

youth initiative 

Front Madame Edith Cresson 

Sir. Tony Blair, William Hague and 
Paddy Ashdown are right to pay trib¬ 
ute to the work of Voluntary Service 
Overseas (letter. May 16). I am sure 
that they would also like to lend their 
support to another important contri¬ 
bution to the development of local 
communities and the promotion of 
international understanding. 1 refer to 
European Voluntary Service for 
young people (EVS) launched by the 
European Commission in 1996. 

Almost 2500 young people have 
had the opportunity to spend a period 
abroad in the pilot phase of EVS 
during the last two years. They have 
been able to gain new skills, come into 
contact with another language and 
culture and make a valuable contribu¬ 
tion to local social, environmental and 
cultural projects. Young people and 
voluntary organisations from the 
United Kingdom have played a signi¬ 
ficant role in this initiative. 

Unlike VSO, which mainly targets 
those who already have some qualifi¬ 
cations, European Voluntary Service 
offers opportunities to young people 
from a wide range of background, 
induding those who face disad¬ 
vantages which would otherwise pre¬ 
vent them from benefiting from this 
kind of international experience. 

Building on the success of the pilot 
phase, we hope that a new European 
Voluntary Service programme will be 
agreed by the Council of Ministers 
and the European Parliament in June. 
The commitment and enthusiasm of 
the British presidency would play a 
decisive role in ensuring a positive 
outcome to these negotiations. 

Yours sincerely. 

EDITH CRESSON 
(Member in charge of Education, 
Training. Youth, Research and 
Development), 

The European Commission, 

45 Avenue D’Auderghem. 

1049 Brussels. 

May 19. 


Mosquito repellents 

From Baroness Gardner of Parkes 

Sir, Your report, “The great sting — 
repellent fails to deter mosquitos" 
(May 19), refers to an electronic device 
being worthless. 

Being particularly vulnerable to 
insed bites, 1 have been using a well- 
known “spray on" combined repellent 
and insecticide. Last summer I 
decided to spray my hat instead of my 
head. Shortly after, my husband, who 
never seems 10 attract insects, com¬ 
mented that 1 was sitting in a dense 
cloud of small, dark, flying insects. 
Inspection of the hat revealed that it 
was literally coated with the bodies of 
these creatures. As a test. 1 sprayed an 
area of a teak garden seat. Insects 
immediately swarmed there. 

It does seem to me to add weight 10 
the study that shows these repellents 
can also attract. Was this simply a 
faulty batch of this particular product 
or is there need for the manufacturers 
to look again at their formulae? 

Yours etc, 

GARDNER of PARKES, 

House of Lords. 

May 19. 


Student fees 

From Dr David B. Cook 

Sir, The arguments of your leading 
article in support of student fees (“Fail 
in logic". May 14) might have carried 
more weight if there were any guaran¬ 
tee from the Government that the 
income generated might be spent on 
the education of the students who pay 
these fees. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID B. COOK. 

Department of Chemistry, 

University of Sheffield, 

Sheffield S3 7HF. 
d. cookGsheffielcL ac. uk 
May 15. 


Bred for comfort 

From Mrs Clare Madnnes 

Sir. Richard Willson has obviously 
never owned a dachshund (cartoon. 
May 15). If he had, he would know 
that no self-respecting member of that 
breed would choose to sleep at their 
master’s feet when there are so many 
other options available: chairs, laps, 
beds, etc. 

Yours faithfully, 

CLARE MaclNNES, 

Holy Trinity House, 

Turn Again Lane, 

Oxford 0X11QL 
May 15. 


Floral arrangements 

From Mr Robert Mcuctone Graham 

Sir. This year, the Roya) Horticultural 
Society's loos at Chelsea are tripartite: 
one space for women, a second for 
women exhibitors, and a third con¬ 
venience for men of all kinds. 

I am curious at this lack of social 
discrimination at the gents. Do the 
organisers fear that the nonces would 
give rise to male confusion tetween 
exhibitors and exhibitionists? 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT MAXTONE GRAHAM, 

6 Moat Sole, 

Sandwich, Kent CT13 9AU, 
rmg@postmuster.co.Hfc 
May 20. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May 20: The Queen visited 
Northumberland today and was 
received at Newcastle Central Sta¬ 
tion by Her Majesty's Lord- 
Lieutenant of Northumberland 
(the Viscount Rklky KG). 

Her Majesty this morning vis¬ 
ited Prudhoe Community High 
School and was received by the 
Head Teacher (Mr John 
Baumber). 

The Queen afterwards visited 
Prudhoe Adult Learning (Open 
Door) Centre and East Centre and 
was received by the Mayor of 
Prudhoe (Mrs Loma Garrett). 

Her Majesty this afternoon 
toured Vmdolanda Roman Fort at 
Bardon Mill. Hexham, seeing 
excavations in progress and the 
new research facilities and open 
air museum, and was received by 
the Director of Vindoianda Trust 
(Mr Robin Biiiey). 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Cap¬ 
tain General, today visited the 
Commando Logistic Regiment. 
Royal Marines, at Chivemr. 
Devon. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
May 20: Dame Frances CampbeU- 
Preston has succeeded Lady Penn 
as Lady in Waiting to Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother. 

CT JAM ESS PALACE 
May 20: The Prince of Wales, 
Cotonel-in-Chief. The Parachute 
Regiment, this morning received 
Lieutenant Colonel David Parkin¬ 
son upon relinquishing his 
appointment as Commanding Of¬ 
ficer of the 4th (Volunteer) Battal¬ 
ion and Lieutenant Colonel Hugo 
Flodier upon assuming the 
appointment. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon gave a Reception for the 


Association of Preservation Trusts. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May 20: The Duke of York this 
evening attended a Dinner given 
by the Professional Golfers Associ¬ 
ation European Tour at the Went¬ 
worth Chib. Virginia Water. 
Surrey. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May 20: The Prince Edward. 
Honorary Chairman. The Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Young 
Canadians Challenge Charter for 
Business, this evening held a 
Dinner at St James's Palace in 
support of the Young Presidents' 
Organisation. Upper Canada 
Chapter. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May 20: The Princess Royal. 
President. British Knitting and 
Clothing Export Council, this 
morning attended the Annual 
General Meeting and Lunch al the 
Landmark London. Marytebone 
Road, London NW1. 

Her Royal Highness, President. 
Women's Royal Naval Service 
Benevolent Trust, this afternoon 
attended the Annual General 
Meeting al the Victory Services 
dub, Seymour Street. London W2. 

The Princess Royal Patron, the 
Development Trust (for the Men¬ 
tally Handicapped), later visited 
Intercapital Brokers Limited. Fins¬ 
bury Circus. London EC2. 

Her Royal Highness. Patron. 
British School of Osteopathy, this 
evening gave a Reception at 
Buckingham Palace. 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
May 20: The Duke of Gloucester, 
Trustee, this morning attended a 
Tea Ceremony in the Japanese 
Galleries at die British Museum. 
London WCL 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


Hewitt dark, coxswain of the Lerwkk lifeboat, with his gold medal awl left to right, crew members Peter Thomson, 
Richie Simpson, Brian Laurenson. Ian Leask and Michael Grant with their bronze medals 

Gold medal for most decorated lifeboatman 


HEWITT dark, of Lerwick lifeboat in 
the Shetiands. today becomes the most 
decorated serving lifeboat coxswain 
when the Duke of Kent; President of the 
RNU, formally presents him with with a 
gold medal for bravery at the Barirican, 
London, today. Five crew members will 
each receive bronze medals. 

Mr Clark. 52. who already has three 
bronze and one silver medal is the first 
person for 16 years to receive the gold 
medal for outstanding gallantry, the 
lifeboat crews' VC He and his crew 


receive their awards for their skill and 
courage in rescuing five men from the 
3,000 ton cargo vessd Green LUy in a 
terrible storm last November. Tragically 
the winchman of the coastguard helicop¬ 
ter, BiD Deacon, was swept overboard in 
the Force II gale after saving the other ten 
crew members. He will receive a special 
RNU award posthumously. 

Describing the rescue Mr Clark said: 
“The helicopter couldn’t save anyone 
because the ship was rolling around too 
much. It was particularly bad weather 


and rescuing the men was very danger¬ 
ous but we managed to take five men off. 
We couldn’t do any more than that 
because we were only 200 yards from the 
shore. Then the ship was grounded and 
the helicopter was able to rescue the rest” 
“We thought that everything was fine 
and that the helicopter would have saved 
everyone. Then the pilot radioed me and 
said he had lost his winchman. He had 
saved the 10 crewmen and as die line was 
being put back down to him a huge wave 
washed him overboard." 


Today’s royal engagements 


Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother will name the research 
ship Scotia in Aberdeen Harbour 
al I1J0. 

The Duke of York will participate 
in the HMS Dryad King George’s 
Fund for Sailors Golf Classic at 
Southwkk Park Naval recreation 
ground. Fhreham ai 1230. 

Prince Edward will open the sports 
centre at de Stafford College, a 
joint community project between 
the college and Tandndge District 
Council. Bumtwood Lane. Cater- 
ham. Surrey, at -1.15. and will open 
the Orpheus Centre, a residential 
am (ability for disabled people. 
North Pari: Lane. Godstone. at 
5.15. 

The Princess Royal will open an 
extension to the High Court of 
Judiciary al Mart Street 
SaltmarkeL Glasgow, at 11.15c as 
patron, foe Butler Trust, will visit 
HM Prison Low Moss. Bishop- 
briggs, at 1.00: as patron. Scottish 
Institute of Sports Medicine and 
Sports Science, wflj attend the 
fourth meeting of the advisory 
council at Strathdyde University, 


Birthdays today 

Dr J.V. Armitage. former Prin¬ 
cipal. College of St HOd and St 
Bede. Durham, 66; Mr Malcolm 
Fraser, CH. former Australian 
Prime Minister, 6& Lord Hunt of 
Wirral 56: Mr WDi Hutton, Edi¬ 
tor, The Observer, 4& Mr Leonard 
Manasseh. architect, 82; Professor 
Leo Murray, director, Granfield 
School of Management. 55; Mr 
Dipak Nandy. founder-director. 
Runnymede Trust. 62; Mr Andrew 
Neti, former Editor. The Sunday 
Times, 49; Mr HM. Beskin, chair¬ 
man, Great Portland Estates, 54; 
Miss Rosalind Plowright, soprano, 
49: Mrs Mary Robinson, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. 
54; Mr Nkolas Rogerson. group 


Jordanhill Campus, at 2.45; and as 
president, the Princess Royal Trust 
for Carers, wiU attend a dinner at 
the Sheraton Grand Hold. I 
Festival Square. Edinburgh at 7.15. 
The Duke of Gloucester will open 
the Training Centre at Universal 
Construction Services, Rand, near 
Wragby. Lincolnshire, at 1055; 
will open Monks' Qyfce School* 
art and science building. Louth, at 
1.10. will open the extended and 
remodelled buddings at Skegness 
County Infants School Cavendish 
Road, at 230; will visit Wainfleet to 
open the town’s refurbished mar¬ 
ket place ar 125 and will open the 
Magdalen Museum Victorian 
Kitchen. Magdalen College 
School at 3-50. 

The Duke of Kent, president, 
RNU, will present the annual 
awards at the Barbican Arts and 
Conference Centre; London ECZ. 
ax 2.15. 

Princess Alexandra wQl attend a 
performance by Seisai KisaeD 
Nagao in aid of the Holly lodge 
Centre, Richmond Park, at 
Plasterers' Hall at 7.10. 


chief executive. Dewe Rogerson 
Group. 55; Baron Guy de Roth- 
sriiild. 89: Sir David Smith, FRS, 
President, WoJfson College. Ox¬ 
ford. 68; Mr R.R. Welch, silver¬ 
smith, 69: Professor Stanley Wells. 
Shakespearean scholar, 68; Mr 
Desmond Wilcox, broadcaster. 67; 
the Right Rev Mark Wood, former 
Bishop of Ludlow, 79; Mr James 
Woodhouse. former Headmaster, 
Landng College, 65. 


Sir Ronald Millar 


Luncheons 

Lord High Co mmi ssioner 

Lord Hogg of Cumbernauld. Lord 

High Commissioner to foe Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, and Lady Hogg gave a 
luncheon yesterday at foe Rxlace of 
Hotyroodhouse. Among those 


Operational honours 
and awards 



Society erf British Gas Industries 
Mr John Battle. Minister for 
Science. Energy and Industry, was 
the princip al guest and speaks at 
die annual luncheon of the Society 
of British Gas Industries held 
yesterday at the Park Lane Hotel 
after the annual meeting. 


Reception 


Institute for Constitutional 
Research 

The Institute for Constitutional 
Research held a reception last, 
night at the Ritz Hotel London, to 
mark the publication 6f The Mon¬ 
archy, fifteen hundred years of 
British tradition. Mr Robert 
Smith, Chairman, presided and 
Mr Patrick Haiutigan of Dirlefon. 
sponsor of the book also spoke. 



Church in Wales 


Honours and awards to members 
of the Aimed Rnces for service in 
Northern Ireland from April- 
Septemb er 1997, the former Yugo¬ 
slavia from Jnne-December 1997 
and for miscellaneous minor op¬ 
erations and incidents during 1997: 

Northern Ireland 

CBE 

Col Michael Smith. MG hue RGJ 
OBE 

Cdr Iain SewdL RN, Lt Cot Pteter 

Telford. R Signals 

MBE 

Capt Ruil Bergqvist. RA: Maj 
Grevflle Bibby, Gren Gds: Mai 
Stephen Firth. Ini Corps; Maj 
Kenneth Lanergan. Cheshire, SSgt 
PCter Long, REME; Capt Stuart 
Mason. REME: Capt Thomas Mc¬ 
Kinney. Rlrish; W02 Steven Watitin. 
Int Corps. 

MID 

Cpi William Holland R Irish. Lt 
Kevin Mathers; RHR Cant Neil 
McKay, A&SH; Fbs Michael Sharp, 
RRF) LSgt Dorian Thomas, WG. 
QCB 

Set John Bayouft. Para; Sgt Carl 
Gumour. QGM. RLG LSgt Gary 
Labram. Gren Gds: Cpi Andre w 
McLauchlan. Para: Cpi Christopher 
Tierney, QGM. REME. 

QCVS 

WOl Andrew Bailey. RLG Maj 
Richard Barren. R Irish; Capt John 
Boyd. R Irish; Maj Richard Broad, R 
Irish; Sgt Dairen Caesar, R Anglian: 
Capt George Churcher. PWRR; Maj 
Charles Cleverly; RfR; Maj David 
English. R Irish; Sqn Ldr Michael 
RUveyRAF 
QCVS 

Opt James ftrrer. 9H2L. Opt 
Martin Hekting, R Signals; Miy 
James Gasdee, LG; Capt Frederick 
Grounds, R Anglian; Sgt Gary Jones, 
Para; Capt Michael Keating. AAG 
Sgt James Reeky. Gren Gas; Sgt 
Alexander Heir. R Signals; Maj 
Alistair Keith. AAG Sgt Alexander 
Kelly. R Irish; Lt Stephen Lees, PWO; 
CSgt Joseph Lockhart, R Irish; WQ2 
Gerod Lockhart AAG Lt Col Alexan¬ 
der Malcolm. WC; LCpI David 
Mason. Int Corps WOES Ruudand 
McFauti R Irish: Cant Paul Mnnes. 


RLG Opt Robert O'Connor. DWR: 
Rt Lt Michael Oxford, RAF. Opt 
Anthony Parkinson. REME; Maj 
Iain Pickard, RHR WOl Joseph 
Tester, Int Corps: Maj Anthony 
TnouLm, RE; CSgt John Turns, RM: 
Sqn ldr Geoffrey Wilson. RAF. Fit 
Sgt Robert Wood. RAF. 

Former Yugoslavia 
CBE 

Brig Andrew FIggures. late REME 
OBE 

Lt Cd Kevin Bacon. AGQRMP): Lt 
Cbl Adrian Bradshaw. KRR 
MBE 

May Richard Felton. RGBW; Cpi 

Derek Wicks. RLG 

DSO 

Maj Gen Angus Ramsay, late RHF. 
MC 

CSgt Andrew Marshall PWRR. 

MiD 

Lt Mark CatBiing. RRF; Maj Edward 
Coates. RRF; Lt Col Michael 
Litfagow, R Signals. 

QCB 

Pte Iain Wallace. RLC. 

QCVS 

Major Nicholas Apps, RARCh Li Cdr 
Simon Atkinson, RN: Lt Col Robin 
Bacon. RLG Col Richard Bug er. late 
RLG Maj Edward Butler. RGJ; 
Constable David Doofin, North 
Yonks Police; SCpI Simon Harris. 
RDG; Maj Henry Jqynson. KRH; 
Sqn Ldr Charles Onnerod. RAF Maj 
Danyl ftjotey. RAM G Capt Anthony 
Rogers. RA(V); Lt Col David Shaw. 
RA; Brig Andrew Stewart, late LD. 
Maj Christopher Thackray. R 
Signals. 

Miscellaneous 

MBE 

Sgt John Ellis, RAF Maj John 
Ferguson, RA; Sgt Greig Gilchrist 
RM. 

ARC 

Sqn Ldr James Baker. RAF; OCdi 
James Eden-Hamil ton. RAF; Sqn Ldr 
W illiam James. RAF. 

SSgt Neil GAmbon. SASG SAC 

Mtehad Rayner. RAF 

QCVS 

Col Rupert Prichard, late PARA. 


Dinners 

Lord High Conmnsaoner 
Lord Hogg of Cumbernauld. Lord 
High Gxnmissioner to die Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, and Lady Hogg gave a 
dinner last night at the Palace of 
Hdyroodhouse. Among those 


MrJ.P. Bcrrffl 

and Miss AJW. Vodcker 

The engagement is announced 
between James, younger son ot 
Pandm Patrick BerriJFDaly and 
foe late Mrs Patrick Berrill. of 

Deerburst Gloucestershire. and 
Alice, younger daughter of Mr 
David Voefcker. of Lingfield. 
Surrey, and Mrs Peter Shafto. of 
London. SW12. 

Mr J.G Sevan 
and Miss GM.P. Irens 
The engagement is announced 
between John Constantine, son of 
Mr J. Bevan and Mrs M. Bevan. of 
Fbance. and Camille Marie 
Patricia, daughter of Mr MJ. 
Irens and the late Mrs Irens, of 
London. 

Mr DJ.H. Broom 
and Miss A.N.G Lyon 
The engagement is announced 
between Dominic, eider son of Mr 
and Mrs James Broom, of 
Cobham. Surrey, and Abigail, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Peter Lyon, of Leatherhead, 
Surrey. 

Mr DJ. Fraser 
and Miss GE. Symonds 
The engagement is announced 
between Duncan, second son of 
Mr and Mrs Maxwell Fraser, or 
Sawtry. Cambridgeshire, and 
Luxembourg, and Catherine, only 
daughter of Mr Roger Symonds. of 
Abergynotwyn. Gwynedd, and 
Mrs Maureen Symons, of 
Berkeley. Gloucestershire. 

Mr M.E.P. Gumm 
and Miss A.V. Harrison 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael, elder son of the 
late Captain Peter Gumm. RM. 
and of Mrs Vicky Gumm. of 
Tarrant Monkton. Dorset, and 
Annabel, daughter of Mr David 
Harrison and Mrs Madeleine 
Rowe Beddoe, both of London. 

Mr J.I. Lon gin 
and Miss GG Green 
The engagement is announced 
between Julian Ivan, eldest son of 
Mr and Mrs Milo Lon gin. of 
Tunbridge Wells. Kent, and 
Camilla Claire, elder daughter of 
Mr Richard Green, of Slindon, 
Sussex, and of Mrs Maxine Green, 
of Chelsea, London. 


MrJ.L.K.JohK»n 
and Mis* RJ. Hits* 

^ engagement is announced 
£*cai Urib younger son of Mr 
and Mrs Kerr Johnston, of Puriey. , 
g^rev. and Racftd 
daughter of Sir ^a^Lady 
Hirst, of Hampton. Middlesex. 

Mr R.W. Knight Brace 
and Mrs K.M. Cbnstret . 

The engagement is announced 
towecnRoS- youngs |°"° f ■ 

late R-N.C. Knight Bruce, of 
Crediton. Devon, and Kirsty. 
dSJ daughter of foe late Afosmr 
M^SonaWandof Mrs Macdonald. 

Isle of Mull Argyllshire. 

Mr A.B.P.H. Northcotc 
and Miss A.D. Hamson 
The engagement is announced 
betweenBowl, younger 
Hon Edward Ftorfocote. of Putney. 
London, and foe Hon Mrs Edward ■ 
Norfocote. of Middlesex, and 
Darina. elder daughter of Sir 
Michael and Lady Hamson. oT 
Chelsea. London. 

Baron Ottavio Serena di Lapigra 

and Miss GE. Tuck 
The engagemenl is announced 
between Ottavio, elder son of 
Baron Serena di Lapigio and 
Baroness Serena di Lapigio 
Borghese. of Rome. Italy, and 
Charlotte, only daughter of Sir 
Bruce and Lady Tuck, of 
Newmarket. Suffolk. 

Mr AJ. Stone 
and Miss M.F. Edbrooke 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs Michael Stone, of 
Ozleworth. Gloucestershire, and 
Marina, eidest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Edbrooke. of Woking. 

Surrey- 

Marriage 

Mr J.E.P. Filch 
and Mtes FJ.I. Beauchamp 
The marriage took place on 
Saturday. May lb. 1998. at All 
Saints' Church. Nunney. Somer¬ 
set. between Joshua, son of Mr and 
Mrs Colin Fitch, of Royston. and 
Fenella, daughter of Commander - 
Julian Beauchamp, RN, of 
Nunney. and the late Mrs Isobel 
Beauchamp. The Rev Tom Gibson 
officiated. 



School news 


Old Stoic Society 
Sir Michael Craig-Cooper. Presi¬ 
dent of the Old Stoic Society and 
Master of (he Drapers' Company, 
was foe guest of honour and 
principal speaker at a dinner of the 
society held last ni ght at Drapers' 
Hall and marked foe 75lh anniver¬ 
sary of the foundation or Stowe 
School. Mr John Fingleton. chair¬ 
man erf the society, presided. Lord 
Sainsbury of Preston Candover, 
KG. and Mr Jeremy Nichols, 
Headmaster of Stowe School, were 
among those present. 

Fruiterers* Company 
Mr A.E. RedsdL Master of the 
Fruiterers' Company, assisted by 
the Wardens, presided at foe 
annual audft dinner held Iasi night 
at Apothecaries’ Hall. Mr Denis 
Cassidy and Mr L Rolans also 
spofce. 

Royal Society of St George 
His Hooour Michael Chism. Vice- 
Chairmrfn of the City of London 
branch of the Royal Society of St 
George, presided at a dinner held 
yesterday in the Guildhall Chib 
after the annual meeting. Admiral 
Sir Raymond Lygo also spoke. 


BIRTHS: Albrecht Durer. painter 
and engraver. Nuremberg. 1471; 
Alexander Pope, poet. London, 
1688; Henri Rousse a u, painter, 
Laval. France, 1844. 

DEATHS: King Henry VL reigned 
1422-61 and 1470-71. murdered. 
London. 1471; Ronald Firbank. 
novelist. Rome. 1926. 


Bolton School 

A reunion for all Old Bdtomans 
who left the Boys' Division in the 
years I960 to 1970 will be held at 
the school on Saturday. June 27, 
from 1130am onwards. A further 
reunion will be held for those who 
left between the years.1980 to 1990 
on September 5. 1998, from 
IlJOam. Further details from Si¬ 
mon Rees at the school 01204 
434740. Fax 01204 434739 or E- 
mail: dpoppitt@conipuserve.com 

Otrodle School 
Entrance Scholarships 1498 
Sixtn Form Scholarship 
His ham Abdel Rahman Fayed, The 
Continental School Jeddah. 
Academic Scholarships 
Matthew L Austin. Holmwuod 
House: Ruth A. Brewster. New House 
lex st Hugh*, woodhau spak Asha 
Burthen. Glebe House; Christopher J. 
Clarke, Cothill House: Edwfna' F. 
DonneUan. Diyden House (ex si 
Marys Colchester): Nicholas A. 
Flsbwlcfc. st Faith's; Roxane Foulser- 
Piggou. Kingshott Robert Hodgkin- 
son. Old Buckenham HaU: Thomas 
Jefliws. CaWJcotc peter w. Morion, 
St JdhnT Cambridge; Gregory M. 
Pearson, Taverham Haiti Alice M. 
Ramsay. Felsted prep: Toby R. Welch. 
Skegnes Grammar; Lucy wordley. S 
Anselm’s. 

Co nt ta ma Mon Sdw b nMp 
CwnBraied 

James Marsh. Thorpe House. 
SchManhip Laxtoa 
J onion Amab Dana. Our Ladyr 
Convern Kettering. 

E« hl W H 0BS5 Karim all DhanJI.Laxton 
Junior School; Francesca McLeod. 
CopthJQJ SchooL 

Sixth Form ScbotaraUp: Daniel 
Guise, Prince william SchooL 
Oandle. 

General Scholarships 
Paul Armstrong, Mowden Hall; 
Oliver Coles. Spration HaJI: James 
Hay. Old Buckenham Haiti Emma 
Kemp. Beeston HaJI; James Lon, Si 
John's Cambridge: Christopher M. 
Morris. King's Peterborough; Alex¬ 
ander Morrell, Beech wood Park; 
Christopher Parker. Old Buckenham 
Hail: Nicholas S- Ryder. St John'S 
Cambridge: zack A. Simons. Stan- 
cUffeHalL 

rnn HmuHmi Scholarships 
Laura Brown. S Anselms; George S. 
Maude. Orwell Park: Simon PA. 


Price, S Anselm's: Helen E. Prior, St 
John* Cambridge; Alice F. Wordley. S 
Anselm's. 

Art Scholarships 

Marina [noire. Highfleid School: 
Emma Kemp. Beeston Haiti Melissa 
Rudd. Godstowe. 

Musk Scholarships 
Juliette M. Banks. Sheffield High; 
Paul Colley. Kingshott: Roxane 
FoulserPlmHE Kingshott; Alex¬ 
ander D. Grant. Heath mount: Alex¬ 
ander C. MorrelL Beech wood Park: 
Peter w. Monon. St Johns Cambridge 
Jennie Robertson. West Island 
SchooL Hong Kong; JamesT. Russefl. 
King's school. Ely. Toby R. Welch. 
Skegness Grammar. Benjamin T. 
WeS. St Hugh's. WoodhaU Spa. 


. Matthew K. Cham 
Jmrior Scho la rs hip s 
Jennifer m. DonneUan. Orwell Paris 
victoria l EiiioL Elm Green School. 
Little Baddow: Ralph M.C Stevens. 
The Swan school at La RetraJte.. 
Salisbury. 

Shrewsbury School 
Scholarships 1998 
The following Scholarships and 
Exhibitions have been awarded: 
nutter SdMbtrsfctps: J.W. Barter. 
Plnewood School; CJJJ. Le Grice, 
Dragon School; MJ. Monypenny, 
The Cathedral School Uandaff; 
o.stJ. Wallis. Pacfcwood Haugh. 
Kennedy Scholarships: A.M. 
McKeever. KJngsland Grange: D.L 
Wetford. Malsls. 

Moss Scbotarships:T^. Coidety. The 
Elms; F.T. Eaioa Klngsmead School; 
LDJ. Edwards. Kingsland Grange 
N J. Meilots. Pacfcwood Haugh: LT. 
Smckley. Kingsland Grange. 

Afingtoa Exhibitions: R.W. Arm¬ 
strong. The Old Haiti B.W.B. Carson, 
Abberley Hall; A.D. Craig. Prestfelde 
LB.M.C Fielding. Moor Paric JJ. 
Griffiths, The ofo Hall; s.l. Rylcy. 
Bramcoie School Scarborough. 

An Sdtoiarstaip: TJ3. Bradley. Yaria 
SchooL 

Music Schoterahtes H.E. Bennea, 
Christ Church Cathedral SchooL 
Oxford; AJJL Hljson. The Cathedral 
Choir SchooL (upon: J.C.W. Neal. 
Prestfewe A.R. wiles, Lichfield 
Cathedral SchooL 

Music Awards: C.PJ. Carver. Prest¬ 
felde; I.F. HsJeh. Prestfelde: J. 
JeeradlL Elstree school: RJ.R. Wood. 
Mowden HaJI SchooL Northum¬ 
berland. 

SMh Fonn MomUp:T.W.& Close. 
King Edward’s School Bath. 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE 



PWNC ^S DI ANA AUTOGRAPHS WANTS) 
(Chnstmas CardsJLettecs. Signed Photos). 

Titanic memorabilia warded, 

(lenen and MemorabOiaL 
Abo, Royalty and Churchill autograoh? . 
Paying at least £750 eadsT 
Nate Sanders 
2fi29 Maohaou Ave^ 

Rai 292. Hermes* Beach, CA 90254 Tic a 

Ph0oc °°'-3HI-W3^240 Fax 001-310937-2340. 
^ ^" SandeutjncteoaLcom 



















































































































































































































































































































































































1 / 


■Jy'- 


■ i 


# - 
f 1 



j 


THETiMES THURSDAY MAY 211998 

Obituaries 


25 


BORIS FORD 


.vT B®* 18 Fonl. Werary critic 

and educationist, died on 
vi May 19 aged 80. He was 
■’born on July 1 .1917. 



1 
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leading member of 

whar might be called 
the second genera- 
— tion of the Lea vis 
school of critics and a personal 

'■ profegSofF. R. Leavis himself, 
Boris Ford nevertheless 
^ spread -his net wide as an 
educator, entering fields of 
I which the master would cer¬ 
tainly not have approved. 
..--111115 he was not only an 
- .degant writer and discrimi- 

S editor but was pre- 
bo take on such a job as 
>f. schools broadcasting 
- ‘ ir Associated-Rediffusion 
.^Television in the mid-1950s. 

-(Such a move would certainly 
.. have been stigmatised as 
-.-popularising by Leavis but by 
that time, in any event. Ford 
had already been banished 
' from the inner circle.) 
-■Nevertheless, Ford pos¬ 
sessed all his mentor’s intellec¬ 
tual rigour without ever 
- consenting to narrow his out¬ 
look, .as Leavis did. He was 
also happily free of that randd 
l fanaticism- which latterly 
characterised the debates of 
' Leavis and his acolytes, and 
made the reading of English at 
Cambridge something of a 
battlefield in the 1960s. 

Ford’S monument is the 
Pelican Guide to English 
literature, which appeared in 
l&ven volumes between 1954 
and 1961 and was reissued — 
extensively rewritten and ex¬ 
panded — in the 1980s. Al¬ 
though an invaluable survey 
for successive generations of 
students, it was in no sense a 
“crib". It set itself high stan¬ 
dards; indeed, many of its 
contributors were among the 
best who had written for 
Scrutiny from 1931 If he had 
not previously had an excuse 
to fall out with his gifted pupa, 
Leavis found a pretext in this. 

. accusing Ford of poaching his 
writers and Forcing the closure, 
of Scrutiny in 1953. As in all 
either such cases, the excom¬ 
munication of Ford, once ut- 
., was never rescinded, 
ides his work as a writer 



Font Leavisite intellectual rigour, without the constricting fanaticism 


and editor. Ford held 
successive chairs of education: 
at Sheffield, Sussex and Bris¬ 
tol But until he went to the 
first af these posts in i960, his 
career had been outside acade¬ 
mia. and this may have con¬ 
tributed to the breadth of his 
outlook. 

Boris Ford was born into an 
Army family, the son of an 
Indian Army officer. Brigadier 
G .N. ford and his Russian 
wife Ekaterina. But he was 
brought back to England for 
his education, first to Cam¬ 
bridge where he became hard 
chorister at King's College 
School and then to Gresham’s 


School. Holt. There he was 
taught English by Denys 
Thompson who. with 
L. C. Knights was coeditor of 
Scrutiny. Knights’s provoca¬ 
tive essay How Many Child - 
ren Had Lady Macbeth? 
(1933) — one of the early 
salvoes in the battle against 
critical habits of mind which 
reigned in schools of English 
in the 1930s — was one of 
Ford’s first school prizes. 
Knights often visited Thomp¬ 
son at Gresham's School and 
Ford was invited to join this 
august pair in their learned 
ramblings over the sands of 
Wells-next-the^Sea. 


ft was a natural progression 
for Ford to go. in 1935, to 
Downing Gollege. Cambridge, 
where his studies were super¬ 
vised by Leavis. Under Leavis, 
Ford made rapid progress; one 
of his undergraduate essays. 
on Wuthering Heights, so 
pleased his tutor that Leavis 
had it published in Scrutiny of 
which, though he had no 
formal position on the editori¬ 
al board, he was of course the 
guiding spirit. 

Ford graduated with first 
class honours in English in 
1939. on the eve of the outbreak 
of war. Joining the Army, he 
immediately gravitated to¬ 


wards the education side, and 
from 1940 to 1946 was.OfGcer 
Commanding the Middle East 
School of Artistic Studies, an 
imaginative attempt to pro¬ 
vide education for other ranks 
in Middle East Command, 
through the staging of plays, 
poetry readings, creative writ¬ 
ing exercises and other stimu¬ 
li. Between 1946 and 1949 he 
was, successively, chief editor, 
deputy director and finally 
director of the Bureau of 
Current Affairs. 

In 1951 he was appointed 
information officer of the tech¬ 
nical assistance board of the 
United Nations, working in 
Geneva and New York; in 1953 
he became secretary of die 
National Enquiry into 
Liberalising Technical Educa¬ 
tion (1953-55). He had already 
published Discussion Method 
(1949) and a Teachers’ Hand¬ 
book to Human Rights (1950). 

It was in the seven-year 
period when he was, in succes¬ 
sion, Editor of the Journal of 
Education and Head of 
Schools Bread casting, Inde¬ 
pendent Television, and then 
Education Secretary of Cam¬ 
bridge University Press that 
the seven volumes of the 
Pelican Guide emerged from 
Penguin. Not all the volumes 
were greeted with the same 
enthusiasm. With so many of 
the distinguished band of 
Leavisites among its contribu¬ 
tors it could hardly escape 
falling occasionally into the 
didacticism germane to that 
school. Extremes of opinion 
were not always dearly 
enough telegraphed to the 
non-specialist reader. Minor 
poetic talents, such as those of 
Rupert Brooke and Dylan 
Thomas, were occasionally 
dismissed as being of no 
account There were oddities 
of balance, as in the medieval 
volume where Chaucer's Troi- 
lus and Criseyde was inade¬ 
quately dealt with. But by the 
time the seventh volume. The 
Modem Age. appeared in 1961 
it was apparent that it provid¬ 
ed an ar least highly stimulat¬ 
ing discussion of English 
literature from earliest tones 
to the 20th century. 

In the midst of this, the 


appointment of Ford as Inde¬ 
pendent Television's head of 
schools broadcasting bad been 
an imaginative one I7V was 
ahead of BBC Television in 
this respect But Fords time in 
television was not to be the 
fruitful one he had hoped. 
Within a year he had resigned 
over the principle of the intru¬ 
sion of advertising which, 
given the commercial nature 
of the beast was scheduled to 
invade his programmes, too. 

From CUP Ford embarked 
on his academic career proper. 
Frbrn the Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity Press he went to Sheffield 
University where he was Pro¬ 
fessor of Education from I960 
to 1963. From Sheffield he 
went to the new University of 
Sussex where he was Profes¬ 
sor of Education for the next 
ten years. Finally, in 1973 he 
mo\*d to Bristol, where he 
was Professor of Education 
until his retirement in 1982. 
This period gave rise to a 
number of educational 
publications. 

By that time it had become 
apparent that the Pelican 
Guide needed revision and the 
11 volumes of the New Pelican 
Guide to English Literature 
were issued between 1982 and 
1988. Yet another large editing 
task awaited Ford, and the 
Cambridge Guide to the Arts 
in Britain appeared in nine 
volumes, between 1988 and 
1991. Benjamin Britten’s Poets 
(1994). which he edited, was an 
examination of the poets the 
composer chose to set to music 
and the personal philosophy of 
life implied by his choice. 

Along with art (he was a 
contributor to Modem Paint¬ 
ers). music was to be one of 
Ford’s ruling passions 
throughout his life. He was a 
more than competent pianist 
and loved to sing into old age. 
Within the last ten years he 
had developed a counter-tenor 
voice — “my real voice these 
days, it seems", he remarked. 

Ford’s marriage in 1950 to 
his first wife, Noreen, was 
dissolved, as was his marriage 
in 1977 to his second wife, Inge. 
He is survived by die son and 
three daughters of his first 
marriage. 


JOHN TITCHELL 



ThcbeO the pointillist "the Seurat of Kent” 


John Titcbefl. RA. 
painter, died on May |] 
aged 71. He was bom on 
August 6.1926. ■ 


KENNETH CLARK once 
called John Titchell “the 
Seurat of Kent". The descrip¬ 
tion may not have been quite 
fair — to either artist — but it 
nicely conveys both the radi¬ 
ance of Thchell’s pointillist 
technique, and the intensity of 
his concern with the nature of 
light 

John Titchell was bom in 
Crayford. West Kent, and 
educated at the local elemen¬ 
tary school He served in the 
Army from 1945 to 1947, 
almost entirely in India, a 
country which impressed him 
deeply. He then attended Sid- 
cup School of Art, and from 
there won a place at the Royal 
College of Art 

At the Royal College he 
extended his natural talent for 
tone and atmospheric colour, 
always with a strong feeling 
for the character of a place. 
During his postgraduate 
course he also experimented 
with the assemblage of objets 
trouvis culled from fair¬ 
ground briea-brac and the 
like. Had he persisted in this 
vein he might have estab¬ 
lished himself as one of the 
first British Pop artists, dis¬ 
playing more wit than many 
later exponents. But he soon 
returned to his natural gifts of 
tonality, light and colour. 


In due course he moved to 
East Kent, to an old cottage 
near Pluckley (a house which 
he and his wife. Audrey, 
eventually bought). Here he 
developed his painting into a 
form of very personal and 
highly chromatic pointillism. 

Latterly he came more and 
more to use intense water¬ 
colour, which allowed him to 
produce a heightened and 
shimmering intensity of atmo¬ 
spheric light. “Here is my 
subject matter." he used to 
explain, “my garden, local 
trees, the beach at Deal. But it 
all has to be dealt with 
through this stuff that comes 
between me and the subject" 
— by which he meant the air. 

He would nearly always 
pick a few limited subjects and 
paint a series of them seen 
through all hours of the vary¬ 
ing daylight He extended tills 
to Venice, where instead of 
wandering among the usual 
tourist views, he would pick a 
single equestrian statue on the 
Riva degli Schiavoni and as¬ 
siduously follow the changing 
play of light upon it. 

He always had original 
things to say about painting 
and people. A fine teacher, too, 
he was a splendid (and well- 
read) raconteur. He was elect¬ 
ed an Associate of the Royal 
Academy in 2986 and an 
Academician in 1991. 

He is survived by his wife 
Audrey, and by a son and a 
daughter. 
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SIR JOHN NABARRO 


Sir John Nabarro, 
physician, died on April 
28 aged 82. He was born 
on December 21.1915. 


TO THOSE who knew only' 
his stern presence at commit¬ 
tee meetings in his later years. 
Sir John Nabarro seemed an 
unlikely reformer. But he was 
in many ways a fine example 
of the old tradition of London 
teaching hospital physicians, 
and had a remarkable impact 
on various aspects of medicine 
nationwide. 

As chairman of the joint 
consultants committee of the 
Irtish Medical Association 
and the Conference of Royal 
Medical Colleges, he created 
order out of chaos and intro¬ 
duced the then novel concept 
of manpower planning for 
junior doctors. He devised a 
system for matching junior 
posts to likely consultant va¬ 


cancies. which was much criti¬ 
cised but was effective and 
looks remarkably good when 
compared with current efforts. 
He was chairman of the 
committee at the start of the 
Thatcher Governments re¬ 
forms. and did much to limit 
the damage of some of the 
more vigorous proposals, 
where enthusiasm had outrun 
common sense. 

Sir John was also a leading 
light in the diabetes world. He 
was a masterly chairman of 
the medical and scientific sec¬ 
tion of tile British Diabetic 
Association and then of the 
association itself, steering 
through a series of crucial 
changes. His ability to run 
meetings was legendary. The 
most ornate agenda melted 
away as with ruthless logic he 
produced a short meeting with 
a dear, unequivocal outcome. 
This appeared a little autocrat¬ 



ic to some, but was greatly 
appreciated by those with 
trains to catch. He was devot¬ 
ed to his patients and through 
the British Diabetic Associ¬ 
ation he persuaded the Gov¬ 
ernment to give free prescrip¬ 


tions for disposable syringes 
and blood glucose test strips. 

John David Nunes Nabarro 
was bom in London. His 
father was a Sephardic Jewish 
pathologist who worked at 
Great Ormond Street, his 
mother a nursing sister. He 
was educated at University 
College School. Hampstead, 
and Oundle. He moved on to 
University College Medical 
School, where he won a Tange 
of prizes and joined enthusias¬ 
tically. though not expertly, in 
rugby and tennis. 

He passed the primary 
FRCS exam before qualifying 
in 1938, and had a flying start 
by working for the eminent 
physician Sir Thomas Lewis 
before being called up in 1939. 
He then oscillated around the 
Home Counties in various 
roles before being shipped out 
to Egypt In the event he went 
to Iraq via Palestine, thence 
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back to Egypt and the Italian 
fronL Thereafter he applied 
for transfer to general medi¬ 
cine and spent a happy period 
in Cairo and Haifa, finally 
being demobbed in December 
1945. 

He rapidly passed the 
MRCP exam and the MD 
shortly afterwards and be¬ 
came successively assistant 
medical registrar and senior 
registrar. During this period 
he was noted for msuTying 
one of the house physicians in 
tiie hospital and for propel¬ 
ling a grand piano down a 
stairwelL It is rumoured that 
the latter resulted in his mov¬ 
ing in 1954 as consultant to the 
Middlesex, where he 
remained until his retirement 
in 1981. He then became 
director of the new Institute of 
Clinical Sciences. He received 
many honours in medicine 
and diabetes, and was 
knighted in 19S3. 

Though specialising in dia¬ 
betes and endocrinology, he 
was par excellence a general 
physician — an endangered 
species today. He published 
nearly 200 papers, combining 
careful clinical observation 
with meticulous laboratory 
work. In particular he in¬ 
spired and trained many 
younger people, several of 
whom have become distin¬ 
guished medical scientists. 
The essence of the man was 
thoroughness and attention to 
detail, combined with ruthless 
logic and a dagger-sharp 
mind. 

In his final retirement he 
committed himself to philately 
with particular reference to 
Netherlands covers, and 
showed the same obsession as 
he had with medicine. He is 
survived by his wife, Joan, and 
by two sons and two 
daughters. 


J. L. GILI 


John Louis GUi (Joan Gfii 
i Serra), antiquarian 
bookseller, translator and 
publisher, died on May 6 
aged 91. He was born on 
February 10,1907. 


JOHN LOUIS GIU was the 
last of a distinguished genera¬ 
tion of British booksellers that 
included David Low, Harold 
Edwards and Peter Murray 
Hill. But he stood slightly 
apart Bom a Catalan, he 
thought of himself as belong¬ 
ing to two countries. He 
adopted the anglicised name 
of John on his naturalisation 
in 1948, but was known to his 
family and friends by his 
Catalan name, Joan. When 
written rather than spoken, 
this could cause confusion. 

He was brought up in Bar¬ 
celona, where his father ran a 
religious publishing house. 
One of his sisters became a 
Carmelite nun, but he himself 
was not a believer. Feeling 
stifled by middle-class Barce¬ 
lona society, he developed a 
passion for English literature, 
particularly the short story, 
about which he wrote regular¬ 
ly in La Publidla. One day he 
read an article in The Book¬ 
man that led to a corres¬ 
pondence with its author. C. 
Henry Warren, a well-known 
writer about the countryside. 
When Warren invited him to 
visit England in 1933, he 
jumped at the opportunity. He 
fell in love with the country 
and in October 1934 settled 
here for good. The Spanish 
Civil War and the Second 
World War intervened, and he 
was not to see his family again 
for 15 years. 

Together with Warren, he 
opened a bookshop in Cecil 
Court off Charing Cross 
Road, called the Dolphin. At 
first they sold English as well 



as Spanish books, but it was 
the Spanish books, that made 
money. Gili bought out War¬ 
ren, and sold the English stock 
to Harold Edwards, his neigh¬ 
bour in Cecil Court The Dol¬ 
phin bookshop became the 
first in Britain to specialise in 
Spanish and Latin American 
books and manuscripts. He 
built up important collections 
of material relating to the 18th- 
century War of the Spanish 
Succession and of Catalan 
manuscripts from 911 to ISO, 
which are now in the Hough¬ 
ton Library at Harvard. 

In 1938 Gill started his 
series of Hispanic publica¬ 
tions. As wdl as textbooks and 
literary studies, there were 
English translations of au¬ 
thors such as Miguel de 
Unamuno. Luis Cemuda, the 
Nobel prizewinners Juan Ra¬ 
mon Jimenez and Pablo Neru¬ 
da. and of Federico Garda 
Lorca. (Poems, translated in 
collaboration with Stephen 
Spender, was one of the first 
books to introduce Lorca’s 
writing to an English-speak¬ 
ing audience.) 

In the 1950s GUi was asked 
by Penguin Books to make a 


new prose translation of Lor¬ 
ca’s poems; this bilingual edi¬ 
tion was a significant influ¬ 
ence on several generations. 
Equally influential was his 
Introductory Catalan Gram¬ 
mar. originally published in 
1943, when Catalan was 
banned tty the Franco regime, 
and still in print today. 

As a registered alien during 
the Second World War Gili 
was not allowed to help the 
war effort, not even to help 
fight fires. By then he was 
married, and he moved the 
Dolphin bookshop to Oxford, 
where his baby son coexisted 
happily with the books. The 
end of the war found the 
household relocated to a Vic¬ 
torian mansion in North Ox¬ 
ford, where two more children 
were bom and the books 
expanded to 511 two floors. 

In 1954 the Catalan nation¬ 
alist Joseph M. Batista i Roca 
conceived the idea of an An- 
glo-Catalan Society, of which 
GUi was a founding member 
and later president. He be¬ 
came known as the “unofficial 
consul of the Catalans in 
Britain", and was honoured 
by the Catalan Govemmnem 
for his role in promoting 
Catalan literature. 

After Lorca, he turned to the 
great Catalan poets, translat¬ 
ing work by Carles Riba, Sal¬ 
vador Espriu and Josep ear¬ 
ner. He used his scholarship 
to edit the texts he published, 
and his stylish typographical 
sense to design the‘Dolphin 
books and catalogues. 

An honorary MA from Ox¬ 
ford awarded in 1987. together 
with his attachment to Exeter 
College, gave him particular 
pleasure as he had not had a 
university education. 

He is survived by his wife 
Elizabeth and their two sons 
and a daughter. 


ALLEGED ATTEMPT TO 


ON THIS DAY 


ASSASSINATE THE QUEEN. 

On Saturday, as the rejoicings in honour of 
Her Majesty’s birthday were proceeding, and 
while the streets of the metropolis were 
crowded with holiday folk, an odious anempt 
was made by which it was at first thought that 
the lives of Her Majesty and her Royal 
children had been placed in serious peril. 

The disgraceful outrage was committed 
between haU-pasi 5 and 6 o’clock in the 
evening, as Her Majesty, accompanied by the 
Prince of Wales, foe Princess Royal and the 
Princess Helena, was returning from a drive 
in Hyde Park. They had readied the lower 
end of Constirution-hiTl, on their way io the 
pa l a c e , when suddenly a pistol shot was Bred 
al them by a man dressed in the garb of a 
labourer, who stood with his back to a tree, 
within the railings of die part. 

The fellow was instantaneously arrested by 
the ity-flandes, and conducted at once to the 
station-house in Gardner’s Lane. King-street, 
Westminster, The Royal carriage proceeded to 
the palace as if nothing had occurred. Her 
Majesty retaining throughout the most per¬ 
fect composure of manner, and addressing 
herself to die Royal children as if to calm their 

fears. On their arrival they were received by 


May 21,1849 


Other attempts on the lije of Queen 
Victoria had been made—one in 1840 
and fwo in 1842. 


his Royal Highness Prince Albert who had 
been out on horseback and was slightly in 
advance when the occurrence took place. 

On the arrival of the prisoner at the station- 
house in Gardners Lane ... the fallowing 
additional particulars were gleaned:- The 
name of the prisoner is John Hamilton. He is 
a native of Ireland, and follows the occupation 
of a brick-layers labourer. He has been 
resident in this country for live years, but 
states that be was bom at Adare. in the county 
of Limerick, and his accent and general 
appearance dearly prove him to be of 
Hibernian origin. For sane rime past he has 
resided principally at No3» Ecdeston-place. 
Pimlico ... On Saturday morning his 


landlady, in arranging some things in the 
room where Hamilton was sitring, turned out 
a small pocket-pistol, with an old flint lock, 
which her husband had had in his possession 
for more than seven years, and which was 
used tty her children as a plaything. He asked 
her to lend h to him. as it wantoi cleaning. 
Seeing no objection io this the woman 
consented, and thereupon the prisoner sent 
out a little child of hers to buy a half¬ 
pennyworth of powder. Having got this, he 
went into the yard behind the house, and 
satisfied himself that the pistol would go off. 
He then put it into his pocket and, disappear- 
ing. is new seen within the railings of the parit 
at the lower end of Constitution-hill shortly 
before 6 otfock. There he went up 10 a 
woman, and asked what she was waiting for? 
Just as she was about to explain, he said. “Oh, 
for the Queen. Has she passed yet?" She 
replied “Ncv she has not cane yet but if you 
wait a little you will see her." or words to that 
effect She had hardly finished the sentence 
when the outriders of the Royal cortege 
appeared in sight and she exclaimed, “Here 
she comes."' The prisoner answered. “All 
right," and immediately pulled from his 
breast a small pistol, which he levelled a^d 
fired at the carriage in which Her Majesty 
and the Royal children were seated... j 
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Freed nurse faces trial in Britain 

■ Lucille McLauchian, one of the two British nurses who will 
arrive in London today after being freed from jail in Saudi 
Arabia, has been summoned to appear in a Scottish court next 
month charged with stealing £1,740 from a dying Aids patient 

The Procurator Fiscal in Dundee obtained a warrant citing 
her to appear at Dundee Sheriff Court on June 18 after learning 
that she was coming home-Pages 1,3 

Barbara Mills leaves before CPS report 

■ Dame Barbara Mills, QC, Director of Public Prosecutions, 

announced she win leave her post early ending weeks of 
speculation about her future as head of the Crown Prosecution 
Service. The abrupt announcement comes just two weeks 
before publication of a major report into the service which is 
expected to contain a damning indictment-Pages h 2 


Sinatra buried 

Frank Sinatra was buried next to 
his parents after a private funeral 
and a vigil at which he was re¬ 
membered as a great man — if 
not always a good one—Page 1 

Dramatic exit 

The Arts Council’s Drama Adv¬ 
isory Panel, including some of the 
most distinguished figures in the 
theatre, resigned because they 
, said they faced being turned into 
“token luwies"-—Page 1 

Victim’s love 

The last words of a charity work¬ 
er stabbed through the heart by 
muggers were, “tell my girlfriend 
1 love her and would have mar¬ 
ried her", the Old Bailey was 
told_Page 6 

Bookshop town 

As some of the world's leading 
writers descend on Hay-on-Wye 
for its eleventh annual literary 
festival, Wigtown in Dumfries 
and Galloway, is seeking similar 
recognition___Page 8 

ME girl’s victory 

A teenager suffering from chronic 
fatigue syndrome, known as ME, 
won a victory in the House of 
Lords against a council's decision 
to cut her home tuition _ Page 9 

Price reductions 

The Government ordered an end 
to the recommended retail price 
system, and paved the way for 
reductions of up to 25 per cent for 
some electrical goods_Page 10 


Sound and fury 

Ear-splitting films are in danger 
of driving audiences from the cin¬ 
emas, movie makers were told in 
Cannes-Page II 

Brain implant 

A brain implant for Parkinson's 
disease sufferers was licensed for 
use after trials showed that ft 
could dramatically reduce the vi¬ 
olent shakes-Page 13 

Iran talks 

A new era of relations between 
Iran and the European Union has 
been opened after the first posi¬ 
tive talks between a senior For¬ 
eign Office official and his 
counterpart from Tehran Page 14 

Falklands oil 

After only two weeks of drilling, 
an international oil company has 
discovered oil in firewaters off the 
Falklands. raising the prospect of 
an oil bonanza in the South 
Atlantic_Page 15 

Suharto threat 

Hie Suharto regime used the 
threat of a military response to 
force opposition leaders to call off 
a million-strong march cm central 
Jakarta--Page 16 

Masterpiece hunt 

Interpol launched an interna¬ 
tional hunt for two priceless mas¬ 
terpieces by Van Gogh and a 
valuable landscape by Cfeanne 
after a daring burglary at the 
Museum of Modem Art in 
Rome___Page 18 



There was confrontation for Mo Mowlam in Belfast City centre daring a walkabout before tomorrow's referendum. Pages ], 7 

| | r^ jwis C PA., 

Misleading: British Biotech misled Cricket Graham Thorpe, the rock Him l:The Cannes Film Festival is Dr Thomas Stuttatord: Why doc- 

a Stock Exchange investigation of many England innings, has suf- in fuO swing, and a British film is tors must be truthful; worm-infest- 

about the extent of its knowledge fered a recurrence of back trouble talk of the town—John Maybury's ed royals; and the secrets of 

about the side effect problems and is likely to miss the first one- Love is the Devil, about die life of hair-Page 20 

caused by one of its cancer day international-Page 52 Francis Bacon-Page 36 Baby burnout Ballet, violin, dra- 

drugs-Page 27 Football: In the hope of ensuring FBm 2: The best of the week’s new ma. parties... the mere thought of 

Suspensions: Four former direc- England are not swept away in movies reviewed, front the Holly- after-school “fun" makes India 

tors of Morgan Grenfell were sus- Fife's clean-up campaign Glenn wood satire of The Real Blonde to Knight tired -Page 2! 

pended by a Q'ty watchdog for Hoddle has brought in Paul Dur- the old-fashioned song-and-dance Calfing slackens: Elizabeth Wurt- 

their roles in the Peter Young unit kin to referee England’s training of Blues Brothers2000 —Page 37 zd, self-styled icon of the slacker 

trust scandal-Page 27 sessions— -Page 49 ^ ^ued : in Dublin The generation, has arrived trailing jet 

Sunday banking: Banks moved a Rugby union: Wales, who are ah Verve celebrated their ten-times s ^“ tTT “ of controvwsy behind her 

step closer to full Sunday trading ready without several leading play- platinum album Urban Hymns about her new work. Bitch. Jason 

as Halifax announced it was pro- for thar tour of southern Africa, with a live eie that oreached intec- Cowley reports-Page 21 

viding a seven-day-a-week service 
in 100 branches-Page 27 

Markets: The FTSE100 rose 29.6 to 
5907A The pound fell to 102 from 
103.1 after rising .72 cents to $1.6315 
and falling 1.07 pfennig to 
DM2iS8_Page 30 


Cricket Graham Thorpe, the rock 
of many England innings, has suf¬ 
fered a recurrence of back trouble 
and is likely to miss the first one- 
I day international-Page 52 

Football: In the hope of ensuring 
England are not swept away in 
Fife’s clean-up campaign Glenn 
Hoddle has brought in Paul Dur¬ 
kin to referee England’s training 

sessions- _Page 49 

Rugby union: Wales, who are al¬ 
ready without several leading play¬ 
ers for their tour of southern Africa, 
may also lose Allan Bateman, who , 
needs a nose operation—Page 47 j 

Equestrianism: Britain's hopes of 1 
success at the 2000 Olympic 
Games received a boost with the 
award of a £762,000 grant from the 
Lottery Sports Fund-Page 44 


Cheese race is a dangerous sport 

■ They have been perfecting the art of spinning cheeses at 
great speed down the side of Cooper's HOI for a few years now. 
According to some in the Cotswokls, it was the Romans who 
first set the Double Gloucester rolling at Witcombe, near 
Gloucester. But this year the Whitsun race will not happen. 
The authorities say it is too dangerous - Page 5 



Film 1: The Cannes Film Festival is 
in fuQ swing, and a British film is 
talk of die town—John Maybury’s 
Love is the Devil, about the life of 
Francis Bacon.— Page 36 

FBm 2: The best of the week's new 
movies reviewed, from the Holly¬ 
wood satire of The Real Blonde to 
the old-fashioned song-and-dance 
of Blues Brothers2000 —Page 37 

Live and wired: In Dublin The 
Verve celebrated their ten-times 
platinum album Urban Hymns 
with a live gig that preached integ¬ 
rity to 8.000 disciples Page 38 

Meaty acting: At the Chichester 
Festival Theatre a huge meal is 
being cooked and eaten nightly (Hi 
stage. Daniel Rosenthal savours 
other great moments of dramatic 
cuisine-Page 39 


TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 

■ MEDIA 

The Human Body. 
how they made die 
groundbreaking 
BBC-TV series 

■ EDUCATION 
Fred Redwood wonders 
whether this week’s 
teacher training reforms 
will go far enough 


Reviews: Russell Celyn Jones en¬ 
joys David Mamets short new no¬ 
vel; Roy Foster looks at the enmities 
of rural Ireland; Peter Stothard 
discusses the suicidal spirit of 
Greece_Pages 40.41 


Best buys: Ride for a pound in the 
great railway bargain: good deals 
for the Mediterranean; two Austra¬ 
lian weeks for about £400 Page 42 


The European Union is heading 
straight for paralysis and the de¬ 
spair of its dozens. There is always 
talk about a “political Europe” but 
now is the time to acL It is impera¬ 
tive to give the Commission a stran¬ 
ger, more legitimate, visible and 
political president 

— LeSdr, Brussels 


Preview: Who won the North 
race? Icemen (BBC2, 930pq 
view: Travelling into Pm 
Winston's ear-Pages 

Decision day 

Politics dictates that a “Nor 
would place strains on the re] 
ship between Northern Ini 
people and their Prime Min 
Democrats should accept the 
venient rather than insisting q 
perfect and vote “yes”— Pa 

Of trade and turtles 

Trade bargains are hard enou 
strike; trying to put the wo 

rights at the same time co»ldw 
the engine of free trade Pa$ 

Saudis and nurses 

The Saudis are determined a 
allow their myriad relations \ 
Britain to be at the mercy of© 
dissidents, murder cases or n 
live press reporting _ft® 


FRANK FIELD 

We might want child benefit for, 
fed child benefit which is «q 
more to those on low incoc 
Dare I say ft? A Third Way. He 
the case for making benefit m 

generous but taxing it-Pagt 

MARK MAZOWER 
What has shaped Europe in i 
century is not a gradual com 
gence of thought and feeling bt 
on the contrary, a series of viofe 
dashes between antagonistic ne 

orders . -Pagel 

MAGNUS UNKLATER 

The pollen count is up. so irs h 

news for hay fever victims. The si 
is reft, so were at risk of sk 
cancer. Hardly surprising that tJ 
nation seems to be developing 
collective allergy_Page: 

PETER RIDDELL 

The real reason why Mr Cook 
now in trouble is that he enter) 
office claiming to have made 
completely fresh start He is 
for his hubris -Page 


Boris Font literary critic Sir. 
Na banro. physician: John Tft 
RA; JJ- GB. bookseller, train 
and publisher - Pa 


Arts Council resignations,; 
sales; litigation; repellents: 
letter, police studies: presUfifta! 
of guilt--ftgtS 
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□ General: cooler across England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, with 
more ctaud, but stiB warm in the 
South. Scotland will have a cool day 
with sunny spells. 

□ London, SE&E England, E 
Anglia, E&W Mkflands: misty with 
patchy drizzle, brightening later. Wind 
N. DghL Max 20C (68F). 

□ Central S & SW England: fresher. 
Sunny spells. Wind N, light Max 20C 

Isles: mist patches 
clearing to leave sunny spells. Wind 
N. light Max 20C (68F). 

□ N & S Wales, NW England, Lake 
District, Isle of Man: cloud with 
sunny spells, occasional showers. 
Wind light NW. Max 20C (68F). 


□ Central N, NE England: dull and 
misty, some drizzle, brighter later. 
Wind light NW. Max 18C (64F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, SW &NE Scotland, 
Glasgow, Central Highlands, Mo¬ 
ray Ftrtii, Argyll, Orkney, Shetland: 
mostly dry, bright spells. Wind light 
NE Max 17C (63F). 

□ NW Scotland: dry, sunny spells. 
Wind NW. light. Max 14C (57F). 

□ N Ireland: cloudy, some sunny 
intervals. Wind NW, light Max 18C 
(64F). 

O Republic of Ireland: mainly dry 
with sunny spells. Wind N, fi^rt Max 
22C (72F). 

□ Outlook: mostly dry. Sunny spefls. 
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Changes to the chart below from noon: High B remains west at Ireland, 
pressure unchanged. High C will move stowty SE towards Malta aid d 


SE towards Malta and 



Cartfiff 26C (78F); lowest day max: SeSa Ness, 
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Bronwen Maddox 
on Microsoft’s 
anti-trust fight 
PAGE 31 



ARTS 

Real blondes have 
more fun in 
a bright new film 
PAGES 36-39 
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Biotech ‘misled Stock Exchange’ 


By Paul Durman 

BRITISH BIOTECH misled 
a Stock Exchange investiga¬ 
tion about the extent of its 
knowledge about the side- 
effect problems caused by 
one of its cancer drugs. 

The directors’ knowledge of 
the side-effect problems of 
batimastat are at the heart of 
the Stock. Exchange’s investi¬ 
gation into allegations of in¬ 
sider dealing by Keith McCul- 
Jagh, who this week agreed! to 
stand down as chief executive 
of the troubled drug develop¬ 
ment company. 

British Biotech's misleading 


comments are disclosed in a 
report prepared by Cameron 
McKenna, the law firm called 
in to investigate concerns 
raised by Andy Millar, sacked 
last month as director of clinic¬ 
al research. 

The company has for the 
past month relied on an applic¬ 
ation for an injunction to prev¬ 
ent The Times publishing the 
contents of the Cameron Mc¬ 
Kenna report Yesterday the 
paper forced British Biotech ro 
abandon its attempt to prevent 
the full story from coming out 

In a letter to the Stock Ex¬ 
change in May 1995, Biotech's 
company secretary said direc¬ 


tors had been told that the 
batimastat trial was "proceed¬ 
ing normally 1 * in January 1995 
— the month in which Dr Mc- 
Cullagh and two former direc¬ 
tors sold £135 million shares. 

Cameron McKenna comm¬ 
ents that this account contrad¬ 
icts its own findings — that by 
January 10,1995, the batimast- 
at trial was “delicately pois¬ 
ed", company scientists and 
medical investigators having 
agreed to monitor further 
problems very carefully. Dr 
McCullagh. Sir Brian Rich¬ 
ards and John Gordon sold 
their shares on January 17. 

Peter Lewis, the former re¬ 


search and development direc¬ 
tor who told the board that the 
trial was proceeding normal¬ 
ly, admitted to Cameron Mc¬ 
Kenna that there was a “quest¬ 
ion mark” over the trial from 
January 10 onwards. 

In an affidavit prepared for 
The Times. Dr Millar makes 
the same point more forceful¬ 
ly: " By now there was a signifi¬ 
cant doubt about the future of 
the study and the drug: and I 
know from my recollection of 
discussions with both Dr Lew¬ 
is and Mr McCullagh at the 
time that they were fully 
aware of this." 

The Cameron McKenna ac¬ 


count of the batimastat affair 
is more damaging than Bio¬ 
tech's own version, published 
in a circular to shareholders 
on Tuesday. But those close to 
the events say the report is 
itself seriously inadequate. 

James Noble. British Bio¬ 
tech's former finance director, 
told Cameron McKenna that 
it was “inconceivable” that Dr 
McCullagh did not learn of 
the side-effect problems until 
January 23, as the report 
suggests. Cameron McKenna 
did not include this comment 
in its report, which found no 
evidence that it was reason¬ 
ably probable that the compa¬ 


ny would have to announce a 
suspension of the trial at the 
time of the share dealings. 

This is despite Cameron Mc¬ 
Kenna's view that “it may be 
argued that at or shortly after 
the... meeting on January 10, 
1995, there existed a ‘matter 
which constitutes unpublished 
price-sensitive information'." 

British Biotech's own circu¬ 
lar concluded: “The board is 
satisfied there is no substance 
to the allegations that certain of 
the then directors ... dealt in 
shares when they should not 
have done." _ 

Commentary, page 29 



Suspensions 
for quartet 
of ex-M GAM 
executives 


By Richard Miles 


FOUR former executives of 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man¬ 
agement have been suspended 
for up to three years by a City 
watchdog for their part in the 
Peter Young unit trust scandaL 

Each of the four admitted to 
a string of Imro charges that 
MGAM senior managers 
(ailed to take adequate steps to 
control Mr Young in die 12 
months before the forced sus¬ 
pension of the three foods 
under his control in September 
1996. Imro is also believed to be 
investigating two other former 
MGAM officials, including the 
erstwhile global head of busi¬ 
ness, Keith Percy. 

Mr Percy and his five former 
colleagues left MGAM in the 
autumn of 1996 after the firm’s 
parent, Deutsche Bank, was 
forced to bail out 180,000 small 
investors by pumping £180 
million into the three funds run 
by Mr Young. The total com¬ 
pensation bill for Deutsche 
exceeded £400 million, and 
MGAM was fined a record £2 
million by imro. 

Michael Wheatley, the direc¬ 
tor of compliance, received the 
stiffest of yesterday's penalties. 
He has been suspended for 
three years and permanently 


restricted from holding a com¬ 
pliance position. Imro said 
Mr Wheatley had Med to 
investigate the unlisted com¬ 
panies created and utilised by 
Mr Young to acquire problem 
holdings in the European 
Growth Trust, the largest of 
the three funds. 

Mr Wheatley was also 
charged with foiling to inform 
Imro between April and Au¬ 
gust 1996 of Mr Young’s mas¬ 
sive holding in unlisted stocks. 
There is no suggestion of 
dishonesty on Mr Wheatley's 
part, nor of personal gain. 

Glyn Owen, chief executive 
of Morgan Grenfell Interna¬ 
tional Hinds and Mr Young’s 
immediate superior, received 
a three-year ban. Graham 
Kane, the director reponsible 
for unit trust marketing, was 
suspended for 16 months, 
while Ifoul Ebling. a compli¬ 
ance officer, received a two- 
year suspension. 

All four are believed to face 
bills of about £200.000 each 
after agreeing to pay Imre’s 
investigation costs and a con¬ 
tribution towards its disci plin- 
ary costs. __ 

Commentary, page 29 



Three cheers: Andy Bassadone. left, Mogens Tholstrup and Tim Power, right, operations director of Bel go Group 


By Paul Durman 

THE chairman and all five 
executive directors of British 
Biotech have been told of the 
poor results emerging from 
trials of its pancreatitis drug 
according to a sworn state¬ 
ment from Andy Millar, 
sacked last month as director 
of clinical research. 

Dr Millar says: “At differ¬ 
ent times I expressly informed 
Peter Lewis, Keith McCull¬ 
agh, Pam Kirby, John Rais- 
man. Alan Drummond. Malc¬ 
olm Fallen and eventually 
Peder Jensen, of the situation 
with regard to the emerging 
early dnricaJ trial data.” Dr 
Millar Haims that the com¬ 
pany should already know 
Zacutex will not be effective in 
pancreatitis, and should 
abandon the trial. 

With the exception of Dr 
McCullagh, chief executive, 
the other directors have denied 
any knowledge of so-called 
unblinded date. Dr McCull¬ 
agh made a similar statement 
to The Times last month, only 
to be contradicted by British 
Biotech’s circular to share¬ 
holders on Tuesday. 

The most recent data from 
927 patients was reviewed in 
blinded form by Dr Jensen, 
Dr Kirby, Dr Drummond 
and about ten senior col¬ 
leagues at a meeting in 
March. In three unidentified 
groups, there had been 23, 32 
and 21 patient deaths. Dr 
Millar suggests the first fig¬ 
ure is for patients receiving a 
placebo, and that this means 
Zacutex is foiling to prevent 
dea th s from pancreatitis. The 
Times understands that this 
data is known to other British 
Biotech employees, though 
Dr Jensen yesterday said he 
had no knowledge of this. 
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BT ambitions 

British Telecom still hopes 
to fulfill its ambition to forge 
an alliance with a major 
American company despite 
the high cost of entering 
the world’s biggest telecoms 
market. Pa ge 2S 

Power plan 

Natrona! Power plans to 
double investment overseas, 
hoping to achieve 
international earnings 
growth of up to 20 per cent 
a year, to offset restrictions in 
its domestic market 
Page 29. Tempus 30 


Tholstrup sells Daphne’s to Belgo 


THREE of London's trendiest restaurants — 
The Collection, Daphne's and Pasha — have 
been sold to Belgo Group, headed by Luke 
Johson. the co-founder of PizzaExpress, in a 
E93 million deal that nets £53 million for 
Mogens Tholstrup. the Danish-born restaura¬ 
teur (Jon Ashworth writes). 

Mr Tholstrup. 37, who bought Daphne's 


from the receivers in 1993 and has made The 
Collection one of South Kensington's most 
fashionable haunts, is taking EZ5 million in 
cash, with the rest in shares in Belgo. 

The three eateries will foil under a separate 
division of Belgo, whose chief executive is Andy 
Bassadone, called Signature Restaurants, with 
Mr Tholstrup as managing director. 


Halifax steps up 
Sunday service 


By Gavin Lumsden 


BANKS moved a step closer to 
full Sunday trading yesterday 
as Halifax announced it was 
switching to a permanent 
seven-day-a-week service in 
100 branches. 

The branches will be open 
from llara to 3pm and will 
offer a foil range of products 
and services to customers. The 
bank is also opening 200 
branches all day on Satur¬ 
days. it already has 650 
branches that open on Satur¬ 
day mornings. 

The move follows a success¬ 
ful pilot scheme launched two 
months ago. Halifax claimed 
that both customers and stall 

had welcomed the extension in 

opening hours. 

The Sunday service had 
been particularly popular 


with borrowers as the house 
buying season got under way. 
However, the bank expects 
savers' interest to pick up as 
Christinas approaches. 

Rivals said they would keep 
a “watching brief" on the 
demand for Sunday opening 
but considered extending 
hours on Saturdays a greater 
priority. 

NatWest, which experi¬ 
mented with Sunday trading 
over Christmas periods from 
1994-96 and now opens just 
two branches (lakeside, Thur¬ 
rock. and Ben tall, Kingston 
upon Thames), was the most 
sceptical. “We found there 
wasn’t a lot of demand for it” 
Barclays has no plans ro ext¬ 
end its Sunday service beyond 
three shopping centres. 


Greenbury 
dual role 
reviewed 

MARKS & SPENCER has 
raised the prospect of split¬ 
ting Sir Richard Green- 
bury's roles as chairman 
and chief executive (Sarah 
Cunningham writes). 

The company said yester¬ 
day its board wants Sir 
Richard, who is 62. to retire 
at 65. This was “the unani¬ 
mous wish of the board". 

It said: “The board dis¬ 
cusses the issues relating to 
organisation and succession 
on an ongoing basis includ¬ 
ing the roles of chairman 
and chief executive." 

Splitting the roles would 
please the City. Internal 
candidates for chief execu¬ 
tive are Keith Oates, the 
deputy chairman, and Guy 
McCracken, Lord Stone of 
Blackheath and Peter Salis¬ 
bury . managing directors. 


FA dose to £20m 
One-2-One deal 


By Jason Nissfe 


THE Football Association is 
dose to securing one of the 
largest team sponsorship 
deals ever con eluded in sport 
with a £20 million contract to 
back the England football 
team after the World Cup. 

One-2-One, the mobile- 
phone group, is understood to 
be in talks to take over from 
Green Flag, the roadside recov¬ 
ery company, as the main team 
sponsor. The cost of the 
sponsoship has soared from 
the £1 million a year dial Green 
Flag was paying to nearly £20 
million for a four-year deal. 

For this the sponsor does not 
even get the company’s name 
on England shirts. Under the 
rules of Fife, the international 
governing body, sponsorship is 
not allowed on international 


team kits. This sponsorship 
comes on top of the £50 million, 
five-year deal the FA agreed 
with Umbro Europe to make 
the England team strip. The FA 
is also seeking up to ten 
“Football Associates" who will 
be the core sponsors of Eng¬ 
land matches and FA Cup 
games. 

Among the deals to be struck 
is a new sponsor for the FA 
Cup. Littlewoods has signalled 
that it does not want to renew 
its agreement 

The new England team 
sponsor will take over in Au¬ 
gust and hope to have a better 
start than Green Flap. Its first 
match was the game m Dublin 
against the Republicof Ireland, 
which was abandoned because 
of crowd trouble. 


Record $550m bonus for Wang at CA 


j 

u 


From Oliver august 
in new YORK 

CHARLES WANG, the chairman of 
Computer Associates (CA), stands to 
receiw a windfall of $550 minion (£330 

million) worth of shares today- 

The one-off bonus ranks among the 
highest made to a private “ 

America. Mr Wang has prestdedovera 
tenfold increase in CA s share pn<*J 
1994 and Wall Street analysts believe the 
shares would have risen even more but 
for a failed hostile $10 billion bid for 


Computer Science Corporation earlier 
this year. , 

He received a share option package in 
1995 when CA shares were worth around 
$20. The options can be exercised when 
the price has stayed above $55 for 60 days 
in one year. That point is expected to 
come at the dose of the Nasdaq market 

1 °Mr Wang will automatically be award¬ 
ed the block of shares on the 60th toy, 
and could sell them immediately. The 
company is taking a $! billion charge to 
pay for its share option programme that 


also gives large windfalls for other senior 
executives. San jay Kumar, the CA presi¬ 
dent, wfil receive $278 million and 
Russell Artzt an executive vice president 
$92 million. 

Wall Street yesterday applauded Mr 
Wang’s windfall. Melissa Eisenstet at 
CIBC Oppenheimer, said: “Computer 
Associates has made a ton of money for 
investors and it is justified. White the 
award is certainly rich for three execu¬ 
tives, the tenfold appreciation in the stock 
over the last five years has created a lot of 
wealth for shareholders also." 



Wang: tenfold rise in price 


James Capel welcomes 
Private Clients 


We are one of the leading investment 
managers for private clients. 

Oar investment strategy is formulated at 
the highest level but your portfolio is 
personalised to your own unique needs, 
not pooled with others. 

We care about our clients. As well as 
tailor-made portfolios we offer something 
more - access to your own portfolio manager 
at any time of day. 

You also have die assurance of the 
professionalism you would expect from a 
member of the HSBC Group, one of the 
leading banking and financial services 
organisations in the world. 

The Private Client Specialist. 


James Capel Investment Management 

Membo-HSBC Group 

For more information on how we manage portfolios of £200,000 or more, please call 
Simon Corbett or Nandita Khaima on 0171336 9195, fax them on 0171283 3187 
or write to them at the address below. 

6 Bevis Marks, London EC3A 7JQ 

email; nandrta .khanna @j am escapelhsbcxom 

James Capd Iiwenmaa Mattag emag is a trading name of HSBC Invescnau Bank pic 
Registered office: 10 Queen Sneer Place. London EC4R JBL 

Regubncd by SFA and a member of riae Loadrm Stock ExrfMmgc 
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— New Look’s 
new attempt 
to float 
looks likely 
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By Sakah Cunningham 
RETAIL CORRESPONDENT 

THE second attempt by the 
New Look fashion chain to 
float on the London Stock 
Exchange is expected to suc¬ 
ceed after it revealed that it 
wants to net only £82 million 
and indicated that its shares 
will be modestly priced. 

New Look, which was 
founded by Tom Singh, the 
Asian entrepeneur, in 1969. 
foiled to float in 1994. This time 
the company is being fronted 
by Howard Dyer as chairman 
and Jim Hodkinson, the for¬ 
mer head of B&Q, as chief 
executive. The board will be 
selling a small number of 
shares while Mr Singh, who 
will own 53 per cent of the 
company after flotation, does 
not intend to sell any. 

The pathfinder prospectus, 
published yesterday, shows 
that Mr Hodkinson will be 
paid £450.000 and. like the 
other directors, could be in line 
for a 100 per cent annual bon¬ 
us. Mr Dyer will receive a sal¬ 
ary of £180.000: Steve Sunn- 
ocks and Tom Singh, both 
managing directors, £2351000 
each; and Tony Collyer. fi¬ 
nance director, £195,000. 

Nick Bubb. analyst at SG 
Securities, said the implied 
share price of 150p-175p values 
the company at £300 million to 
£350 million, putting it on a 
similar rating to the out-of¬ 
favour Storehouse group. 

Commentary, page 29 



The flotation prospectus includes details of the remuneration of Tom Singh, left New Look's founder, and Howard Dyer and Jim Hodkinson 
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BT will take fresh approach 
to US market, says Vallance 


By Raymond Snoddy 
MEDIA EDITOR 

SIR lain Vallance. chairman of 
BT, yesterday promised a "fresh 
approach" to the US market 
after the loss of MCI to 
WorldCom, He said that find¬ 
ing a new way into the all- 
important American market 
was “a key preoccupation of the 
company" in addition to protect¬ 
ing its Concert business aimed 
at multinational companies. 


Asked whether the prices of 
telecommunications com¬ 
panies in the US were simply 
too high for BT. Sir Iain 
promised that factor would be 
taken into account 
He said: "We are in discus¬ 
sions with a number of poten¬ 
tial partners (in the US) at the 
moment" BT is considering 
all options,' including joint' 
ventures and partnerships, in 
America but a large takeover 
now looks unlikely. 


Legally BT cannot enter an¬ 
other binding deal in the US 
until the MCI/WorldCom mer¬ 
ger, which still faces regulatory 
hurdles, is complete, probably 
in late summer or early au¬ 
tumn. Meanwhile, BT does not 
want to be too closely identified 
with any possible target in case 
someone else intervenes. 

Yesterday the group report¬ 
ed flat pre-tax profits of £32 
billion for the year to March 31 
on turnover up from £14.9 


billion to £15.6 billion. 

The results were affected by 
two exceptional items — a 
$465 million (about £285 mil¬ 
lion) credit from WorldCom as 
a result of break-up of die 
proposed merger with MCI 
and a £510 million windfall tax 
charge in the UK. 

Operating profits rose from 
£32 billion to £3.6 trillion, 
while call charges were re¬ 
duced by more than £650 
million in the foce of growing 


Rover R40 car to create 1, 



By Robert Cole 

ROVER, the British motor 
marque now owned by Ger¬ 
many’s BMW. is creating 
1.000 Jobs at its Cowley plant 
near Oxford- The workforce 
expansion is part of its £400 
million project to launch a 
new car. 

Codenamed the R40. the car 
is the first to be developed 


entirely under BMW owner¬ 
ship. The R40 is set to replace 
the Rover 600 and 800 models 
at the executive end of the 
range. The new car will be 
unveiled at the Birmingham 
Motor Show in October, and 
is scheduled to go on sale next 
spring. Hopes are that the R40 
could double car production at 
Cowley from die present 
55.000 units a year. 


The headcount at Cowley 
will swell to 3.500 after the 
expansion. Rover estimates 
that, as well as die 1.000 jobs 
al its own factory, 5,000 people 
will find work in satellite firms 
supplying components. 

' More good news on the 
' employment front came from 
Paris-based Cap Gemini, the 
computer sendees company 
that was formerly tailed 


Hoskyns in this country. It 
wants to reaiiit £500 people 
in Britain, including 500 grad¬ 
uates, to help it to accommo¬ 
date rising demand from 
companies concerned to avoid 
millennium bug problems in 
the run up to die year 2000. 
However, the company said 
that there were permanent 
prospects for holders of the 
new posts. 


competition. In the fourth 
quarter operating profit rose 
from £695 million to £804 
million. The total dividend for 
the year of 19p, with an II.45p 
final, represents an increase of 
6.4 per cent BT shares fell 
2*2pto638p. 

BTs international call vol¬ 
ume grew by 9 per cent but 
because of a 20 per cent 
reduction in call prices, call 
turnover fell by 142 per cent to 
£1.55 bfilion. in local and 
national calls price reductions 
largely offset a 7 per cent 
growth in call volume. 

BT confirmed that it was 
prepared to accept two condi¬ 
tions set by Brussels to meet 
concerns about its participa¬ 
tion as a shareholder in Brit¬ 
ish Interactive Broadcasting, 
the satellite delivered-interac¬ 
tive services group. The condi¬ 
tions are that BT sell off its 
cable networks — mainly 
Westminster Cable and its 
network in Milton Keynes — 
and that third parties would 
be able to get access to the BIB- 
subsidised set-top boxes. 
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Fifield to be 
chief at 
North Face 

From Oliver August 
IN NEW YORK 

JIM FIFIELD, the former 
EMI executive, has taken up 
the chief executive post at 
North Face, a US maker of 
backpacks and other outdoor 
wear. Last month Mr Fifield 
packed his bags at EMI after 
the board foiled to make him 
chief executive. 

The North Face job marks a 
significant scaling down of the 
ambitions of the man once 
dubbed “Lucky Jim". He fell 
out with Sir Colin Southgate, 
the EMI chairman, after de¬ 
manding a £7 million salary. 
North Face, which did not 
disclose his new salary, is a 
twentieth of the size of EMI 
with a market value of $250 
million. 

Mr Fifield said: "As an avid 
skier and outdoor enthusiast, 1 
firmly believe in the company’s 
culture and entrepreneurial 
spirit" He used $14 million of 
the $20 million he received 
from an EMI golden parachute 
to buy North Fare shares. 

Mr Fifield. an American 
citizen, was head of EMl^s US 
operations and has been on 
the North Face board for the 
past two years. 

William Simon, the resign¬ 
ing chief executive, said: "The 
appointment of Jim Fifield is a 
coup for our company." 


Executives 
back £3.60 
minimum 

By Jan ft Bush 
ECONOMICS EDITOR 

EXECUTIVES overwhelm¬ 
ingly back a national mini¬ 
mum wage of £3.60 an hour 
and a substantial number 
would be happy with a higher 
rate, a survey by Reed Accoun¬ 
tancy Personnel and Accoun¬ 
tancy Age says. 

The poll of 250 UK finance 
directors found that 73 per 
cent favour £3.60 or higher, 19 
per cent a lower figure. A 
significant minority of 36 per 
cent said it should be higher. 
The average figure suggested 
was £4. 

The findings come shortly 
before the Low Pay Commis¬ 
sion, charged by the Govern¬ 
ment to recommend a level is 
due to publish its recommen¬ 
dation. its report is expected 
before the end of this month 
and the figure has been widely 
reported to be £3.60. 

Despite the large majority 
in favour of £3.60, finance 
directors in the survey were 
concerned about the mini¬ 
mum wage being applied 
equally to all age groups, 
particularly young people on 
training schemes. 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry has been arguing 
for a level no higher than £3.50 
while trade unions have been 
seeking a figure above £4. 


BUSINESS ROUNDUP 
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Gold demand down 
55% in three months 

THE World Gold Council yesterday reported the first big fall 
in gold demand in six years as a result of Asia's economic 
crisis, but it predicted a strong market recovery. The council’s 
quarterly Gold Demand Trends showed a 55 per cent drop in 
world demand to a total of 342.1 tonnes in the three months to 
the end cif March, ihe first significant fall in consumption 
since the surveys began in 1992 The gold price saw its biggest 
slump in more than a decade, falling from about $417 (about 
£255) an ounce in February last year to about US$298 
vesierday. It reached an IS-vear low of $276.50 on January 13. 

Sales of gold by some central banks have knocked 
confidence in the metal 3S a safe haven, and worries about 
further sales, especially-in Europe as it moves to monetary 
union next year, continue to overhang the markeL The world 
council played down the concerns, saying underlying 
demand was sound, the worst of the selling in Asia was over 
and that Europe’s big central banks were “gold friendly". 

Accountancy go-ahead 

THE merger of Coopers & Lybrand and Price Waterhouse 
was formally cleared by regulators in Brussels yesterday, 
as Coopers in Brazil announced it was seeking a separate 
link with Arthur Andersen. The enlarged Brazil practice 
would have earnings of more than $160 million. Clearance 
from Brussels means Coopers and Price Waterhouse can 
now finalise plans for their merger, which is due to take 
effect from July 1. Accountancy, page 33 

Baggeridge builds up 

BAGGERIDGE BRICK, the West Midlands building 
materials group, raised pre-tax profits from £700.000 to £1.8 
million on sales up 13 per cent to £17.9 million. Earnings rose 
from I.09p to 296p. out of which the half-year dividend rises 
from 0.75p to 0.85p. The shares rose 3*2 p to I17p. Baggeridge 
said: “The market sectors into which the company sells its 
products all appear more soundly based than for some 
considerable time.” 

BSkyB appoints Stewart 

BRITISH SKY BROADCASTING Group yesterday appoint¬ 
ed Martin Stewart as chief financial officer of the satellite 
television company. Mr Stewart succeeds the late Nick 
Carrington who died suddenly this year. Mr Stewart has 
been at BSkyB since 1996, first as head of commercial finance 
and then as deputy to Mr Carrington. Prior to joining BSkyB. 
Mr Stewart was finance director at PolyGram Filmed 
Entertainment (UK). 

Sutcliffe disposal 

SHARES in Sutcliffe. Speakman rose 24p to 25p after the 
speciality chemicals group announced it was planning to sell 
its carbons business for £27.7 million and proposed a return 
to shareholders of £18.8 million via a 25p a share tender offer. 
The group, which will concentrate on its Banner speciality 
chemicals business, said pre-tax profits rose 16 per cent to 
£5J million and earnings rose 15 per cent to 260p. The 
divided for the year rises 9 per cent to 12p after a 0.7p final. 

Frost frozen out of CCA 

CONSOLIDATION of the cable industry — now down to 
virtually three big players — has cost Bob Frost chief 
executive of the Cable Communications Association, his job. 
The association members have decided that "the office of the 
chief executive will be no longer required in its current 
format". Mr Frost who made what Steve Wagner, chairman 
of the CCA and group managing director of NTL called an 
“invaluable” contribution, left the association on Tuesday. 

Versailles advances 

VERSAILLES GROUP, the provider of trade finance 
services, lifted pre-tax profits to £7.7 million from E5.12 
million in the year to the end of February, an increase of 50 J 
per cent. Earnings rose to 2.05p a share (1 J7p). The total 
dividend is 0.45p a share, after a final of 0.235p. The 
company moved from the Alternative Investment Market to a 
foil listing in October. Carl Cushnie. the chairman, said the 
company had made a strong start to the current year. 

Orbis buys I li-Security 

ORBIS. the security services group, is acquiring Hi-Security, 
which provides protection for vacant property mainly in the 
North. Midlands and South Wales, for £15.74 million. The 
group is to raise £13.4 million by a placing and open offer of 
new shares at 48p each. The shares rose 14p to 55p. Orbis 
yesterday reported pre-tax profits of £5.1 million (£3.54 million) 
for the year to March 31. Earnings per share were 439p (356p). 
A final dividend of 1.25p a share, makes a total of 1.6p (J27p). 

KLM boosted by sale 

KLM. the Dutch airline, lifted net profits to 22 billion 
guilders (£675 million) from 236 million guilders in the year 
to March 31. Results benefited from a net 1.6 billion guilder 
extraordinary- profit caused by the sale of KLM’s stake in the 
US carrier Northwest Airlines. KLM said it also benefited 
from favourable exchange rates and a decline in fuel prices. 
The company expects operating income to improve this year 
as a result of restructuring and alliances with other airlines. 

Prestwick’s warning 

PRESTWICK HOLDINGS said it was unlikely to record a 
profit for the full year because of the rapid deterioration in the 
global electronics market. The electronic equipment 
company, which has a July year-end, can see no recovery in 
the next three months. Pat Moore, the chief executive, said: 
“As Prestwick has recently acquired significant new 
customers, we expect to benefit quickly from any upturn or 
ftirther strengthening of currencies against sterling.” 


Bank of New York scraps hostile takeover attempt 

Mellon Bank sees off $24bn bid 


From Oliver August in new york 


BANK of New York has with¬ 
drawn its $24 billion (£14 bil¬ 
lion) hostile takeover offer for 
Mellon Bank, exposing the 
near rnmossibSity of mount¬ 
ing unfriendly bids in the 
banking sector. 

The New York retail bank 
last month made the sector's 
biggest hostile bid to date, 
hoping that merger mania had 
changed the climate to make 
unfriendly bids possible. 

But Mellon Bank put up a 
spirited defencq that was suc¬ 
cessful even though many of 
its shareholders were keen to 


accept the generous BoNY 
offer. Unsolicited bids for 
banks are rare because bid¬ 
ders fear that a successful ap¬ 
proach will trigger a staff exo¬ 
dus. BoNVs task was made 
even harder by stringent take¬ 
over laws in Mellon's home 
state of Pennsylvania. 

Mellon had declined even 
to discuss the $24 billion offer, 
claiming that a combination 
of operations was not in its 
interest Frank Cahouet Mel¬ 
lon's chief executive, said on 
Tuesday that "it was con¬ 
cluded that a merger would 


not enhance the shareholder 
value but would actually re¬ 
sult in lower value for our 
shareholders". 

Shareholders were offered 
1.4 shares of Bank of New 
York stock for each Mellon 
share, implying a 28 per cent 
premium to the market price. 
Many shareholders had ag¬ 
reed with BoNY’s suggestion 
that a combined company 
would be better able to com¬ 
pete in the rapidly consolidat¬ 
ing financial services indust¬ 
ry. But the threat of an execut¬ 
ive walk-out swayed them ag¬ 


ainst accepting the offer. The 
New York bank said it would 
still be available for talks if 
Mellon changed its mind. 
Thomas Renyi. the BoNY 
chairman, said: "I am really 
hurt by Mellon's dismissive 
and superficial treatment of 
this transaction.” 

BoNY is now likely to look 
for other partners. Mellon has 
been widely seen as a take¬ 
over target since foiling to tie 
up an $18 billion bid last Octo¬ 
ber for CoreStates Financial. 
It spurned Mellon in favour 
of a deal with First Union. 
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A s allegations of malprac- 
hcegathered over British 
Biotech, the company took 
a preoicatblecourse. It called for 
tne lawyers and commissioned a 
report into the matters. When the 

allegations, principally of mis- 
Jfflding the markets and insider 
by directors, re- 

® iae< * die. British Biotech 
waved the report by Cameron 
McKenna and insisted that the 
company had been given the all 
dear. 

When The Times saw the 
lawyers’ report, we came to a 
rather different conclusion. That 
is why we felt that shareholders 
should be made aware of the 
contents. That is also why British 
Biotech fought to stop us publish¬ 
ing and rushed to the courts for 
an injunction. 

This week, the company pro¬ 
duced its own report mto what 
has been going on and, not 
entirely surprisingly, came to the 
conclusion that everyone had 
acted honourably. The fact that 
chief executive Keith McCullagh 
was standing down, with no 
replacement inline, was not to be 
read as any condemnation of his 
role in the running of the 
business, quite the contrary. 

If the company had hoped this 
would be the end of the affair, it 
was being naive. For the Cam- 
on McKenna report reveals 
imaging insights into the share 
dealing affair and the way that 


Raisman must explain himself 


information was supressed. That 


i supres; 

is why British Biotech was 
anxious 10 prevent its publication 
and why we have fought, ul¬ 
timately successfully, to oring it 
mto the open. After weeks of 
being silenced, yesterday we won 
the courtroom’s decision that the 
injunction which had stopped us 
priming should be lifted. The 
reasons we fought so hard 
should be apparent today. 

British Biotech has tried to 
mislead shareholders too often. 
It did so oyer the prospects for its 
drugs. It did so by indicating that 
independent lawyers had found 
nothing disquieting. Even this 
week, it tried to do so by saying 
that nothing untoward had taken 



COMMENTARY 


will to probe more deeply info 
what he was doing, nor to alert 


by our City Editor 


ample experience of public com¬ 
panies ana the capacity to keep a 
difficult and domineering chief 
executive in check, should he so 
wish. John Raisman, a former 
chairman of Shed UK. must be 
held to account 


deemed to be the essence of what 
a proper compliance director 
be. is now defrocked. 



City watchdog 
bares its teeth 



- statements WI1C - 

pany has made, when the SEC in 
the United States is investigat¬ 
ing. and when the Stock Ex¬ 
change in London is re¬ 
examining the directors’ fort¬ 
uitous share sales. 

The chief executive is now 
leaving, albeit still being hailed as 
the most honourable of men. but 
that is not enough. The chairman 
of British Biotech is a man with 


T he penalties inflicted on a 
quartet of former Morgan 
Grenfell directors should 
serve to put the frighteners on 
many in the fund management 
business. No doubt that was 
partly Intro’s intention in dealing 
so dmxmianly with the culprits. 
Even those who have enjoyed 
many fat years will find being 
effectively barred from working 
for several years takes its toll on 
the family finances. 

Michael Wheatley, once 


the indications are that when 
Imro says life, it means life. 

These men cannot claim total 
innocence. They were all with 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Manage¬ 
ment when Peter Young was 
having a fine time making 
record, but sadly fictitious, re¬ 
turns on what was thought to be 
the group's flagship fund. 

Peter Young has yet to appear 
before Imro or any other regu¬ 
latory authorities, although the 
Serious Fraud Office is not 
uninterested in a wheeze which 
eventually left MG having to find 
around £200 million to com¬ 
pensate investors who had been 
effectively defrauded by Mr 
Young’s imaginative exploits. 


It was the task of Imro to 
decide who should cany the can 
for the episode. The tour who 
were sentenced yesterday, and 
Keith Percy, whose case has yet 
to be decided, have all been 
ditched by their former em¬ 
ployer, which indicates that Mor¬ 
gan Grenfell did not see them as 
nameless in the affair. But their 
sins were sins of omission rather 
than commission. They were 
duped by the ingenious fond 
manager and faded to realise 
that toe wondrous returns he 
was notching up, and the bo¬ 
nuses that were built on them, 
had no substance. 

Yet there were warning si 

When it became apparent_ 

Young’s fund was almost one 
third invested in unlisted securi¬ 
ties, they should have panicked 
rather more than they did. He 
was told to reduce the level, but 
there seems to have been little 


Even compliance officers may 
sometimes fed that things can be 
righted without any need to 
bother the authorities. Imro does 
not like to be ignored. 


Singh a song 
of millions 


I f the City was given to 
reflecting on its mistakes, it 
might consider the money 
that could have been made tf 
New Look had been allowed to 
float four years ago. 

Since 1994, sales have leapt 
from ESS. 6 million to £318 million 
while operating profits have 
risen in fine, from £10 mfliran to 
£39.2 million. Away from the 
public company spotlight, it has 
turned itself mta the fastest- 
growing big women's wear re¬ 
tailer in the UK. Barclays Private 
Equity and PPM Ventures struck 
a good deal when, in 1995. they 
bought 75 per cent of foe business 
from the family of founder Tom 
Singh for £170 million. 

New 


itself badly toe first time round. 
This tone there is no danger of 
that, with foe smooth talking 
Howard Dyer as chairman and 
Jim Hodkinson, late of B&Q, in 
the chief executive's seat with 
the shares set for an undemand¬ 
ing p/e, there seems little not to 
recommend this time. The only 
caveat in foe long tenn would be 
foe company’s growth am¬ 
bitions. It already has 440 stores 
and plans up to 150 more. This 
would outshop even Dorothy 
Perkins which has 490 stores. 
With foe expansion into France 
and Germany now on hold, 
growth will be increasingly hard 
to find. Competition at home 
could get tougher if Philip Green 
decides to tut his Mark One 
business straight at New Look. 
Those venture capitalists got in 
at the right time. 


A Tence time 


few Look admits it presented 


TEN CEL, once seen as the 
Courtaulds wonder fabric, now 
has the whiff of Crimplene about 
it If Akzo*s bid succeeds, die 
Tencd plants could be early 
victims. It is a sad case of "never 
mind the feel, what about foe 
marketing?". A clever company 
might have done for Tence] what 
Du Ptmt did for Lycra, and made 
it into a "must have". But now not 
even Dame Edna Everagewifl feel 
the same gratitude to Courtaulds 
as she does to Dr Crimp. 


8, 

* I 

Mewait! 


National Power 




thwarted in bid 


for US expansion 


Courtaulds feels squeeze from Tencel 


By Carl Mortis hed 


LOSSES from Tencel, foe wonder 
fabric, have put a squeeze on profits at 
Courtaulds. foe chemicals group that 
recently agreed a £I-S billion offer 
from Akzo Nobel (see Commentary, 
this page). 

The pain in the fibres business 
caused a 22 per cent decline in the pre¬ 
tax profits of the Courtaulds group last 


year and could hamper efforts by 
PPG. the American coatings group, to 
mount a rival bid at a higher price for 
the chemicals company. 

The rival consortium, made up of 
PPG and Donaldson Lufkin Jenrette. 
the American investment bank, is 
likely to come under pressure from the 
Takeover Panel if it rails to make up its 
mind by next week. 

The Courtaulds share price is cur¬ 


rently at a 20p premium to the Akzo 
offer of450p per share. Both Akzo and 
PPG wifi have received early notice of 
foe poor results and Cotxrtenlds is 
likely to lobby soon fora decision from 
foe Americans, arguing that further 
delay could lead to market confusion. 

Profits in Courtaulds’s coatings and 
sealants division were flat at £84 
million but gamed 12 per cent in 
constant currencies, while polymer 


products gained 16 per cent to £22 
million. Fibres fell from £65 million to 
£51 million because of foe losses in 
Tencd and a breakeven result from 
viscose which still suffers from severe 
overcapacity. 

Courtaulds is not declaring a final 
dividend but should foe Akzo bid fail 
to be completed, the company intends 
to maintain foe end-of-year payout at 
I1.95p a share. 


By Carl Mortisred, international business editor 


Tt 


STRONG competition in the 
US electricity market is frus¬ 
trating National Powers at¬ 
tempt to build up a significant 
position across the Atlantic. 

The UK’s second largest 
eJectririty generator wants to 
establish a 4,000 megawatt 
portfolio in America but is 
being outbid in a scramble for 
assets as the US deregulates 
its eleeiricty industry. 

Keith Henry, chid execu¬ 
tive, said that the company 
had been repeatedly outbid in 
its attempt to buy plant ‘We 
have been 40 per cent light on 
price. Packages of assets are 
going for a premium. We 
cannot make foe numbers 
work." he explained. • 

Mr Henry said that Nat¬ 
ional Power was trading at a 
lower price-earnings ratio 
than US rivals who were 
bidding high prices. 

The British generator^ diffi¬ 
culties in buying electricity 
assets in the United Slates 
contrasts with huge American 


investments in Britain's elec¬ 
tricity industry. National Pow¬ 
er has resorted to greenfield 
investments and hopes to 
build two500 megawatt plants 
in New England to add to its 
1.500 megawatt portfolio. 

Yesterday, foe company an¬ 
nounced a $250 million invest¬ 
ment in new coal and gas-fired 
power stations in China as it 
revealed a slide in pre-tax 
profits from £740 million to 
£720 million. The decline re¬ 
flected lower volumes as a 
result of plant sales and 
increased competition. 

National Power expects to 
suffer a £130 million reduction 
in margin as a result of the 
endmg of coal-backed sales 
contracts. Mr Henry said that 
British suppliers had been 
awarded some 80 per cent of 
foe company's annual coal 
requirement and urged the 
Government to make a deri¬ 
sion on whether foe moratori¬ 
um on gas power stations is to 
continue. He said: "They need 


to move quickly or they will 
make a derision by default. 
There is a lot of logic in using a 
resource that we can control 
rather than letting it disap¬ 
pear." National Power has a 
major commitment to coal- 
fired power generation with 
foe 4,000 megawatt Drax and 
1300 A berthaw stations. 

Mr Henry said that Nat¬ 
ional Power planned to spend 
£600 million a year on over¬ 
seas expansion. The utility has 
invested £13 billion in bund¬ 
ing up a foreign generating 
portfolio which last year pro¬ 
duced profits of £130 million. 
The company is paying a foil- 
year dividend of 27p. up 8 per 
cent. Roger Whitcomb, fi¬ 
nance director, said it would 
maintain a progressive divi¬ 
dend despite die fall in earn¬ 
ings. He said that dividend 
cover could fall to \3 times 
from the current level of IB 
times. 


Tempos, page 30 





Carlton TV 
shrugs off 
sales drop 


By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 


CARLTON COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS. the media and tele¬ 
vision services group, shrug¬ 
ged off a sharp drop in sales 
in its products division and 
foe costs of digital television 
to lift pre-tax profits 8 per cent 
to £172 million in foe six 
months to March 31. 

Carlton shares rose 23p to 
517*p as Michael Green, the 
chairman , spoke of "good 
progress" on plans to build its 
television business and to 
expand Technicolor's film 
and video operations. 

Mr Green said Carlton 
would submit business plans 
to the Independent Television 
Commission (ITQ soon, seek¬ 
ing early renewal of its li¬ 
cences next January to try to 
reduce foe amount of special 
broadcasting tax it pays. Last 
year the tax was £114.7 mil¬ 
lion. 

Total revenues rose to £9 20 
million from £8% million. 
Operating profit was margin¬ 
ally down at E157.1 million 
and basic earnings before 
digital costs increased 10.2 per 
cent to lS_3p a share. The 
dividend rises 10 per cent to 
5.4p a share. 


Michael Green hopes for an early licence renewal 


Tempus, page 30 


Tesco director’s golden hello 


By Sarah Cunningham, retail correspondent 


TESCO, foe supermarkets 
group, matte a one-off pay¬ 
ment of £170.000 to Andrew 
Higginson. its finance direc- 
tor, when he joined from 
Burton Group last November. 

In toial, Mr Higginson. who 
left Burton ahead of its 
demerger, was paid £2tt,uuo 
for just over two months 
Si work, according to the Tesctfs 
annual report He was also 
granted 137,994 options. 

The report also shows that 
Terry Leahy, in his first year 


as chief executive, saw his 
salary rise from £485,000 to 
£539,000. His total pay pack¬ 
age rose to £798,000 compared 
with £765.000 a year earlier. 

This still looks relatively 
modest compared with foe 
final foil year’s pay package of 
Lord MacLaurin of 
Knebworfo, who retired as 
chairman last June and who 
Mr Leahy effectively replaced. 
For 199697 Lord MacLaunn 
received £US million. For tire 
force months he still worked 


at the company in 1997-98, he 
he was paid £259,000. 

David Reid, deputy chair¬ 
man and Mr Higginson 1 * pre¬ 
decessor, was foe second- 
highest-pakl executive, with a 
salary of £488,000 and total 
pay of £743,000. He is also in 
line to realise options worth 
E903JXX) this year. He already 
owns 404,031 shares, worth 
about £2 million. Mr Leahy 
owns about £1.76 million worth 
of shares and stands to realise 
£125,000 in options this year. 
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(Expanding Possibilities 


Available from your 
local Staples, Tempo 
and John Lewis 
Department Store. 


Now with 
new software: 

Corel PrintHouse Magic 
Adobe Photo Deluxe 
Photoscan Organiser 
Adaptec Easy CD Audio 
Adaptec Easy CD Creator 
Adaptec Direct CD 
JetFax 

Norton AntiVirua 


Move Into another dimension - 
create your own CDs. 


Lots of business tools will enhance your 
performance. The HP SureStore CD-Writer 
Plus doesn’t just do that - it lifts you into 
another dimension. 

Because now you can collect together 
the elements of multi-media including sound, 
graphics, video and data, and create a 
vivid, sophisticated CD that will impress 
clients and colleagues alike. File transfer is 
simplicity itself, using drag and drop, whilst 
advanced software makes archiving, image 


editing and copying audio just as quick and easy. 
The HP SureStore CD-Writer Plus is a new 
generation of re-writable drive. It means you 
can delete or replace files on CD just 
like a floppy - in fact it’s the equivalent of 
up to 450 floppies! HP offers the complete 
solution with drive, software as well as a blank 
HP re-writable CD in the box. 

Go for HP SureStore CD-Writer Plus and 
take a leap ahead. Into another dimension. 

For your nearest stockist call 0990 474747. 



HK SttitfStnre CD-Writer Plus 
1200c (orfertud) and72001 (mUnali 
6 &[iecd read, 2 speed urrrir 
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Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


Misys rewarded by its 
pro motion to top 100 

E champagne oorks were closing at 225p. with ' 


THE champagne corks were 
popping at Misys last night 
alter it became the first infor¬ 
mation and technology spe¬ 
cialist to become a constituent 
of the FTSE 100 index. 

The move had been antici¬ 
pated after the company nar¬ 
rowly missed out to Compass, 
the independent catering ser¬ 
vices group, in the last quar¬ 
terly reshuffle of constituents. 
This time there was no mis¬ 
take and the heavyweight 
shares responded with a leap 
. of 220p to £35.70 where the 
computer software specialist 
boasts a price tag of £4 billion. 

Misys is to replace Energy 
Grasp, down iO'zp at 830p, 
which has just been acquired 
by the US energy group Texas 
Utilities. Misys's place in the 
FTSE 250 index will be taken 
by Cox Insurance Holdings, 
55p better at 493*2 p. 

Five years ago Misys was 
trading about the 500p level 
and achieved pre-tax profits of 
£15 million. Last year it report¬ 
ed a surplus of £615 million. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket saw earlier gains halved 
with the FTSE 100 finishing 
back above the5,900 level with 
a rise of 29.6 at 5.907.4. 
Another positive start to trad¬ 
ing on Wall Street appeared to 
be ignored m spite of the 
decision by the Fted not to raise 
US interest rates. Instead in¬ 
vestors chose to focus on 
today's retail sales, which are 
not expected to make good 
reading. Turnover reached 
963 million shares. 

Schraders has joined the 
growing band of brokers 
claiming that shares of Lloyds 
TSB, up another V'tp at 
891 h p. have been oversold. 
Earlier this week, Morgan 
Stanley, the US securities 
house, pointed out that the 
price has fallen from the 
EI0.75 level since mid-April, 
leaving them undervalued. 

HSBC dropped I4p to 
£16.49 after the bank's own 
securities arm downgraded its 
recommendation from “buy" 
to “hold”. Goldman Sachs, the 
US securities house, is also 
reckoned to have downgraded 
its profits forecast for the 
current year and next 
Elsewhere in the tanking 
sector, selective support lifted 
Abbey National a farther 38p 
to £11.03, Bank of Scotland 
2Shp to 728*2?. Royal Bank 
of Scotland 22p to £10.13*2 
and Standard Chartered 12p 
to799p. 

J Sainsbnry dropped I3^p 
to 501 3 *p despite die positive 
response given to the sale of its 



Bang on; Jim Bloom, chairman of Cranswick, the sausage 
maker, who saw a 34p rise in the company’s share price 


stake in Giant Foods, the US 
food retailer for £375 million. 
BT Alex. Brawn, the broker, 
has given the shares an 
“underperform" rating. 

Iceland Group, the fozen 
food retailer, firmed 2p to 240p 
ahead of today's annual meet¬ 
ing. It also coinrides with a 
two-day tour of the group's 
operations by brokers. 

It was the first day of 


trading on AIM for Ambient 
Media Corporation after a 
placing of shares at 90p by 
Charles Stanley, the broker. 
After briefly touching a peak 
for the day of 102*2 p, the price 
eventually settled at 92b p. 

Over on the big board, 
Eskmuir Properties got off to 
a steady start after being 
placed at 220p. The price 
touched a peak of 227p before 


ON THE BUSES 


FTSEaftsfnre 
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THE bus and rail operators 
moved into top gear while 
waiting for the Govern¬ 
ment's White Paper on 
transport Leading the way 
higher was bus operator 
FfrstGroup. 18bp better at 
427p, with Stagecoach add¬ 
ing 31p to £12.66, Metrotme 
27p to 259b p. Amvafibp to 
445p, Go Ahead Group 6p 
to 698bp, National Express 
22bp to £10.79b and 
Railtrack 18bp to £11.82. 

John Prescott. Secretary 
of State for Transport En¬ 
vironment and the Re¬ 
gions. is expected to put 
pressure on motorists to 
give up their cars. Richard 


Hannah, analyst at BT 
Alex Brown, die broker, 
reckons measures might 
include above inflation in¬ 
creases in both car and fuel 
tax. Road tolls are another 
possible option. 

“The bus companies are 
dependent on what hap¬ 
pens in the White Paper. 
The worse-case scenario is 
If he takes no action at all" 
said Mr Hannah. 

Motorists will need a lot 
of persuading and the in¬ 
frastructure could not cope. 

“It is a five-year game 
plan. Let’s hope Mr Pres¬ 
cott doesn’t let us down,’' 
said Mr Hannah. 


dosing at 225p. with 704J85 
shares changing hands. 

The useful growth in profits 
last year at Cranswkk was 
rewarded with a rise 34p at 
307bp. Jim Bloom, chairman, 
has also forecast a shading 
start to the current year for the 
sausage maker. 

Robert Walters continued 
to make headway with a rise 
of 25p to 554p. KflUk & Co. the 
private client broker, has 
thrown its weight behind the 
shares after receiving an up¬ 
beat presentation from the 
company earlier this week. 

One of the biggest gains on 
the day was seen in Desire 
Petroleum, up 96*2 p at 
305*z p. it seems near neigh¬ 
bour Amerada Hess may be 
about to strike it rich at one of 
its offshore sights in the Falk¬ 
land Islands. 

News of “static" growth in 
sales at its First Sport shops 
left Blacks Leisure 12p down 
at 388hp. It also had an 
adverse affect on the sector 
leader JJB Sports, down 16*2 p 
at 528*2 p. The JJB share price 
has now fallen from a peak of 
822p this year amid worries 
that sales nave peaked. 

A warning of increased 
losses left GBE International 
nursing a loss of 3 l «p. or 28 
per cent, at 9^p. The new 
management team has re¬ 
viewed the business and says 
it will show a greater loss for 
last year than the market is 
braced for. The finance direc¬ 
tor has also resigned. 

News of a bid approach 
lifted UPF Group 26p to I05p, 
valuing the automotive parts 
group at almost £40 million. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Prices at 
the longer end of the market 
surged by almost £1 after a 
positive response to the latest 
auction. The £3 billion of 
Treasury 6 per ceit 2028 was 
Z2f> times covered with inves¬ 
tors stumping up a total of 
£6.78 billion. 

In the futures pit, the June 
series of the long gilt rose 
£■**32 to £108*32 as 140000 
contracts were completed. The 
short future finished £0.08 up 
at E10250 on turnover of 423 
oontracts. In longs. Treasury 8 
per cent 2021 rose £ 13 is to 
ECZT’is, while gains among 
shorter dated issues were lim¬ 
ited. Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
finished £*i6 firmer at £102^. 

□ NEW YORK: US shares 
were mixed in early trading 
with blue chips firmer, but 
technology stocks drifting low¬ 
er. At midday the Dow Jones 
industrial average was up 
17.44 at 9.07Z09. 
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T EMPUS __ 

The future is Green 


MICHAEL GREEN'S Carlton Communica¬ 
tions is not the only company to make an art 
form of holding a little back from the analysts 
so that profits can b$ announced that are just 
a little shinier than expected. Carlton has lots 
of subtleties to play with. The precise flow of 
programme commissions from the ITV 
network is always a problematical matter. 

The results from the products division, 
featuring companies such as Quantel. the 
digital editing and special effects group, were 
predictably bad because of the strength of 
sterling and turmoil in Far East markets. This 
was evened up with the help of big video 
releases of Hercules, LA Confidential. Peace¬ 
maker and The Full Monty. Television was 

stable with marginal increases in revenue. 

As an investment — and many thmk 
Carlton shares are far too high — there are 


two significant questions- The first is. win 
Carlton °et a significant reduction to the 
£114 7 million in special broadcasting taxes 
tiirou°h the review>ndirehcenstog process 
jj^ about to begin? The answer is yes 
although Carlton will try to hol f c D . n J® ,ts 
£2.000 a vear Central licence as long as 

possible be'fore a review. . 

A much bigger question is digital terrestrial 
television Green is certain ir will be a huge 
txSess and Carlton has a 50 percent state in 
the main commercial operator. If he is nght it 
could be a real bonanza over time. 

But if digital rerresnal should be very slow 
to take off or falter in the face of compemion 
from satellite. Green would be in a tricky 
position. With the launch due m the first week 
of November, now is the time to start placing 
bets on whether Carlton is really overvalued. 
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Blacks Leisure 

OFFICIAL wisdom from the 
City tells us that sports stocks 
have had their day. Profits 
warnings from Nike, and 
Cobra's fall into receiver¬ 
ship. have led many observ¬ 
ers to fear that sportswear, as 
fash ion wear, is a fad which 
Is fast fast wearing off. 

Sure enough. Blacks Lei¬ 
sure results do nothing to 
contradict this directly. First 
Sport its fashion chain, has 
seen its underlying sales 
growth grind to a halt in 
recent weeks amid stiff mar¬ 
ket conditions. 

But the company’s current 
market rating — 11.9 times 
forecast earnings — suggests 
that Blacks will live or die 
depending on the success of 
its First Sport branches. 

Yesterday’s trading update 
demonstrates why this is not 
so. Blades has three formats, 
and its Outdoor and Active 


Land Secs 

WHEN looking at Land Se¬ 
curities, Britain’s biggest 
property company, it is as 
important to consider the 
fairly distant past as it is to 
think about the future. Those 
who say the property sector is 
at the top end of the cycle 
should remember that all the 
way through the late 1980s 
and early 1990s property 
slump Land Securities steadi¬ 
ly increased its dividend. 

The trend was extended 
yesterday, but more impor¬ 
tantly the outlook suggests 
that if property hits the 
buffers again Land Secs will 
be able to continue pleasing 
investors with dividend 
reliability. 

A plan to spend £1 billion 
on developing properties 
may not sound terribly cau¬ 
tious but investors can be 
confident that Land Secs has 
identified good projects and 
that it will avoid making 
itself vulnerable to down¬ 
turns by overstretching the 
balance sheer. Why should it 


Venture brand have pros¬ 
pered in the very same foul 
weather in March and Apil 
which were the bane Df First 
Sport. 

As the formats are counter¬ 
cyclical, Blacks has returned 
healthy Easier sales growth 
overall while the likes of J J B 
Sports will be finding life 
much more difficult 

The advent of the World 


OUT OF SHAPE 


Cup is certain to lift shares of 
anyone exposed to replica 
kit", and could well extend the 
fashionability of sports wear 
for far longer than the City 
fears. 

For a stock that provides a 
good degree of protection 
from the fickle sports sector. 
Blacks has now sunk too far. 
This anomoly will soon cor¬ 
rect itself. 


y FTSE aD-shsre \ 


f' A /•■vy r FTSEan-share 

i . 1 • T V 1 -/' ••• ,Index (rebased) 




• ••-• f- 450 


Blacks Leisure 
share price 


” ■ l, i ,,*r - S-- - 1 fttiiMP 1 •' 

a " {■ \ f ' r r V -- 1 

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Now Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 


change its tried, tested and 
successful formula? 

Land Securities, despite 
the fact that the property 
sector attracts more than its 
fair share of duckers and 
divers, is one for the defen¬ 
sive side of a portfolio. The 
share price, down 5p at £10.17 
yesterday, is comfortably 
within the orbit of the net 
asset value. Long-term share 
price growth is likely, under¬ 
pinned by the company's 
cautious approach to debt 
sound management style and 
a 33 per cent gross yield. 

Nat Power 

NATIONAL POWER cannot 
spend money fast enough in 
its dash to buy power stations 
overseas. This is hardly sur¬ 
prising; the utility has a prob¬ 
lem. Its earnings from the UK 
are falling, squeezed by the 
regulator-imposed sale of as¬ 
sets. the introduction of new 
coal contracts and the gradual 
decline of electricity prices in 
an oversupplied market. 
Earnings will fall this year 


but the rot does not stop 
there; lease income worth 
£190 million from the dispos¬ 
al of assets to Eastern will 
end in 2003. Over the next 
four years. National Power 
has a lot of catching up to do. 

National Power is signing 
up deals fast in developing 
countries, where it needs to 
get high returns for higher 
risk. It would like to buy pow¬ 
er stations in the much safer 
United States, but tile market 
is too hot and the regulatory 
hurdles are too high. 

National Power cannot 
avoid bidding for hot proper¬ 
ties in a crowded market but 
its rival British Energy finds 
itself in a contrary position. It 
too, is on the prowl Stateside, 
but instead is bidding for 
heavily depredated nuclear 
assets that almost no one 
wants to own. Being a major 
player in an industry with few 
friends has its advantages. 
Not only is British Energy in¬ 
creasing its share of the UK 
electricty market but it has the 
opportunity to buy cheaply 
abroad. Accumulate. 
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ICO. 90 

0 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

Jim 98.. II&E 

118.97 

118-49 

118.90 

59882 

Previous open inures 132573 

Sep 98 . 119-33 

I19J8 

119-20 

119-35 

2542 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 

Jon 98 132-98 

13101 

IJL94 

132.94 

2487 

Sep 98 - 1X2,99 

IJ2.99 

I3Z.9Z 

132921634 

Three Mtfi Sterling 

Jun 98 . 92.400 

95.4W 

92410 

92470 

11165 

Sep 98 .. 92S70 

9257(1 

92540 

42360 

J6J6P 

Previous open Inrores 912701 

Dec 98 . 92.710 

92.710 

91680 

92690 

I919S 


Three Mth Euromark 
Pnrrtow open imeresl 2402416 

Three Mth EuroUra 

Jwy«B open imota va 3K 

Three Mth Euroswiss 
Prevtons open Intenst 158460 

Three Mth ECU 

Previous open imerea 46760 

FTSE 100 

Previous open inures 170081 


MOMEY RjCTES(%) 


Base Rates: Clearing Banks 74 Finance Hse 8 

Dfeomntt Market Loans: O/nlght high: 9*. Low 74 Week fixed: 

Tlreasaiy Bins (Di^Biiy: z mih 7 :3 min 7. sell: 2 mih ft; 3 mitr. tf.. 

1 mlfa 2 mth 3nth 6nBh 12 mth 

Prime Bank BiOs (Dtak 74-74* 7 | r-7 1 » 7V7 1 * 7V7*i, 

Sterfing Money Rnaat 7'»-74 T'u-V'u 7 M r7 a i 7 , 4r7"u 

interbank: 7 , u-74 7 l 4r-7' , « 7'**-7’ 1 c 7 n u-?“a 7V7 , H 

Overnight open 74. dose 84 . 

Local Authority DcpS 7V n/a 7°ir T’V 7»» 

SterBng CO* 7“e-74 7 , «r7V r»-7V TarPt TvV. 

Dollar CD* 5J6 n/a 5 J9 5*6 

Bnading SoaeQ CDs 74,74 7-V-7 u « 7^74 7^a-7« B 7”u-rv, 


Cnmncy 

7 day 

1 mb 

3 mth 

6 mth 

Call 

DoBan 

S’^5’. 



5V5'i 

S>^4'. 

Dmuscfaemartt: 


jtoJV 

Wr 

3V3V 

4-3 

French Franc 

3V3’. 

34-.T. 

3V3V 

J'V-JV* 

Tr2’. 

Swiss Frame 

1V1', 

IVI\ 

IVI'. 

I'VPk 

IV. 

Ye* 

V. 

VS, 


V‘. 

War 


Bnllkm: Opto S297^Q-298J0 Close: (299.50-30040 High: S?OOJO-mS) 
lAtvr. E97.50-298J30 AM: *298.10 PM: SZ&JbO 
Kntgemnd: ssoaso-iaiso (Ei84.O0-iB6riC9 

PUdmiia: 5389.00 (L23&J0I Silver *5 JJ5 E3J55) Palladium: 138550 tLl)6.15) 


% 20 Tent: 2796 Me >608 Me 17® 


mrfly priet 


Mfct Rases for May 20 Range 

Amsterdam..- 3L2537-3L26M 

Brussels- 59JS4M9.710 

Copenhagen- 

Dublin_ 

Frankfurt-- 

Lisbon... 

Madrid-—- 

Milan .. ...... . 

Montreal- 

New York,-.. 

Oslo- 

Farts-- 

Stockholm_ 

Tokyo__ 

Vienna 

Zurich___... 

Source Exlel 



Close 

X2537-32S(A 

5954M9XS3 22-17‘pr ttVSJpr 

11X04-1U013 '-Vpr V.pr 

I.I469-I.I4W 12-Spr -4O-30pr 

&8KA-2BM5 'rJ.pr 2V2Mir 

»5L7S-»I6.(N W.pr 2V:'.pr 

245.44-245.64 69-SBpr 20O-lB2|>r 

SS46A-2849^ 053-0.37pr 178-I56pr 

Z5641-2J660 0fl2-0.47pr UX>0.92tn 

1A3I4-1A322 (U5MX37pr a7454J.715pr 

12.174-12.188 V.pr V.pr 

9X81545928 3<r-3'4fr 9V 9 '.nr 

12467-12586 V.pr V.pr 

Z21.9S-22L25 lvivpr 4-3Vpr 

20414-20433 V*4>r 2-1 '.pr 

2.4068-24096 IVivpr JVJVnr 

Premium • pr. Disown! ■ as. 


I mooch 3 numb 
ivipr JV.-Jpr 


Australia- 

Austria ...- 

Belgium (com)— 

_ 

Denmark- 

France- 

Germany- 

Hone Kong- 

Ireland- 

Italy- 

Japan- 

Malaysia- 

Netherlands_ 

Nonray- 

Ponujia) —--— 

Singapore- 

Spain- 

Sweden- 

Switzerland- 


-1.5954-14966 

_ J 2.46-12.47 

-36.54-3646 

_- 1.4497-1.4502 

-6.75BZ-67W2 

-5.9425-5.9445 

- 1.7724-1.7729 

- 7.7492-7.7497 

_1.4190-1.4210 

-174841-174925 

_ 133JT7-135.97 

-3-BU7S-3-FI175 

- 1.9975-1.9980 

- 7.4711-7.4762 

-181217-181.67 

- 1.6440-1^450 

- 15028-15063 

- 7.71507.720.1 

- 1.4768-1.4778 


a 20 May 19 
ay dose 


May 20 Mar J9 
miadq)' nse 


Argentina peso- — 

Australia dollar_ 

Bahrain dinar_ 

Brazil real*_ 

China yuan- 

Cyprus pound ___ 

Finland markka_ 

Greece drachma ..._ 
Hong Kong dollar - 

India rupee ..- 

Indonesia nrplalt _ 
KuwulL dinar KD 

Malaysia ringgit. 

New Zealand dollar 

Pakistan rupee_ 

Saudi Arabia rlyaj .. 
Singapore dollar — 
s Africa rand (com). 

U A E dirham_ 

Barc/aps Treasury • 


- 16310-1.6337 

-260Z3-Z.60S5 

- 1X6055416195 

- 1.8701-1.8729 

- (3.312-12.621 

-O83904X8S90 

- 8.7000-8.8490 

- 492.7S-504.85 

.— 126389-126475 

-65.14-66.64 

_ n/a 

- 0.491CHX5Q40 

-6.210062302 

- 3.0558-30619 

- 7005 Buy 

_ 52H50-5.9820 

. 26812-2U846 

_ 8JOJO-8-39CO 

-5.900060380 

■ Lloyds Bank 


FTSE VOLUMES 


31 1JM6 

ASDA Gp 24.063 
Abbey Nd 3387 
Allied Oom tX37t 
Alincea Leic iJJ9i 
Amvescap 2341 
AB FOods 7JJ 
Bk Of Scot 4.404 
BAA. 1.897 

Barclays X2b0 
Baas 1.770 

BAT (nds 6.41 ( 
BG 3.034 

BIlHlOn 4-359 
Blue Circle 6074 
BOC U84 

Boots 1.201 

BA e IOOIO 

BA 4J05 

Brit Energy 2498 
Br Land 733 
BP 7J77 

Brit Steel 5.122 
BSkyB JJ78 
BT 15010 

btb tassa 
Cable wire 3026 
Cadbury 1,722 
Cariion ems 4 JS3 
Cemrica 4.973 
Cm Union 3079 
Compajs Gp 2557 
DlOReo 9.753 
EMI 4.985 

Energy Gp 918 
Eniwproil 12W 
Gen acc 660 
Gen Elec 8^74 
CKN J.IS7 

Claao Well X144 
Gninoda 2049 
GUS (.394 

GRE 6.792 

Hoys 483 

tCI 1.151 

Kingfisher 2280 
HSBC 1877 
Halifax 4.798 
Lad broke ujlm, 

utnd Secs U39 


LASMO 22% 
Legal A on JJ79 
Uoyda TSB 12936 
UicasVarity 920 
Marta Spr 10455 
Nat Grid 1.551 
Nar rower 0224 
NatWsi Bk 9.507 
Next 6.745 

Norwich On 2884 
Nycorned Am r 209 
Orange L9io 
J>BO 2157 
Pearson 4.753 
ttnwrcm uw 
PruJenrinl XB20 
Railtrack 2596 
Rank Croup rxtts 
Rcctdu coi sol 
Reed 1ml 4.451 
RemoWi 5.708 
Reuters 3318' 
Rio Time 2281 
Rolls koyce 7^74 
RylASun 13X178 
Royal Bk 5ct I.S76 
Safeway sjtA 
salnsbury 9X132 
schtoders (76 
Scot & New 953 
sow Power 4*15 
S»m Trent 1-095 
Shell Trans 12024 
SleDC (.018 

Smiths Hid 309 

SmKlBCh 1IXM4 
StdChtUtd 2046 
Sun ure 442 
TOSCO 10,405 
Thames W 349 
Tomkins 3g681 
Unilever 9,197 
Utd News 2i9i 
Utd Utilities 617 
Vodafone 8.472 
Whitbread 1-332 
Williams 209 
Wtilsclcy 1.92} 
Woolwich 3.735 
Zeneca 1J96 


AMT foe JSv J6V 

AMR CWp 147'. 145’. 
AT * T 58 W« 

Abbott Labs vss. 
Advanced Micro Sf. ZZV 
Aetna Uk 7j". 7ft 
AlUTBUMn IRF) 79". 77V 

Air Prod a Cbem 87V sr- 
AirTouCfl Comm 49>.. 47, 
Albemoni 45V <5'. 

AJOU1 AlumjTJD XT, jow 
Anted Signal c. 

Alum Or of Am 7r"» 7t'» 
Amerada Hess S5 1 , S6*» 
AEF 44 f . 45 1 . 

ABMf Express IOJ 1 . nc.. 
Amev Ceni carp t,7\ (a 
*jtkt Home IT *?, w« 
Amer UU U6V I28'> 

Ainer Online 87*» v. 
Amer sums jsk 26, 
Amer Smndanl 46 45 1 . 

Amertnsdi 43V 

Ameen oi" fc 02 *. 

AIDOCO 4T* 42', 

Andre* cojp 21". 2i"v 
Aniteum-Buscb W- **>"• 
Apple compmer 2»"« -V. 
Archer Daniels 19". I9'» 
Arnica 6V 0 ". 

Anremic Wild so 1 , w. 

AS3IC0 24 23 "-. 

Ad nkMitu 7 r. tit. 

Aunel cwp I6“ 0 u 1 - 

Ama ota rm w-- «<■« 

Avesy Denubon 49’ 1 - vr, 

Avon Products wv 84"* 

Baker Hughes 37'. J7'- 

Batitm Gas 6 El 2V- 

BMC one S7'» S7V 

BankAmosca w_ <cr. 

Bane of Nv of*. 5 * 1 *. 

Bankers IT Crp ITC* 127 ". 


Edison Ini 
Qecl Dua sys 
Emerson Elec 
En^jtnajd Gotp 
Enron Carp 
e merer 
Ethyl Carp 
Baron 

FTO Holding 
FMC cqtp 
FPL Crt-up 


2t"~ a*. 

37 a-. 

bp'., w, 

av 2iv 

Sff. 51'. 
a 1 *. A 1 , 
r. 7 1 . 
71V 77 . 
63'. 61** 
75 IS". 

to. 


Filth Third Banc 50". 
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Fluor cwp 46V 46’. 

Fore Motor «. 47*. 

run lama ■Wi -wv 

Frmune Brands TT. m. 


mnilln 3a si*, sc* 

CTTE Corp MV W. 

GatilKU 67*. W. 

Gap I nr Del 52V S2'> 

GOKway 7000 46V W. 

Gen Dynamics *r/. 46V 

Gen Fleartc 83V aZ". 
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Gen Mdm 7T. 72*. 

Gen Reintunuice sto". 32O’. 
Oen Signal 42'. 47, 

Genuine Pins 34*. j4". 

Georgia Pat 73". 74’. 

Gllterjf JiD 1 . JJ9 1 * 

Glaxo Welk ADR 54-- 54V 

Goadridr fBF) sr. et. 

Goodpear Tlie w. tfr-. 

Greal Ukes 46*. 46V 

Halliburton SCr. so"* 

Hareoun General 54 1- . 55'. 

HdlB IHJ I 54 V 54'. 

Hercules 4p. 45'. 

Mender Fowls or. W. 

Hewttn PacVjnl o?v btf, 

HUIon Hotels Jl"- ji>* 

Home DrpM 7y, 72". 


Bausdi & tomb err*- 4*r, I Hemesuhc Mnj> 12 


31»- JM* 
7 T. 72". 


saner rm) n 
Bean DUaim nv w, 
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B«sr Ihods 50. 55V 
Blae*. & DvckcT 57V FT. 
Block (H&B 4X. 43". 
Boring «7V ■«'. 

Boise Cascade 31V JT, 
Boson Sctol 67". tfl', 
Bristol Myts 5q lltr'-lll'. 
Bnmnlne FtnH 34 V 35V 
Brunswick 31“. jjv 
B urlington Minn Kk--. tefiv 
CMS Enemy corp 41'- «r. 
rac 5T. 53'. 

CBS Core 32 12>. 

Campbell Soup MV S3 1 . 
Carolina pwr 4Cf„ *p. 
Case Corj) W. 60 , 
Caterpillar 58-v wv. 

Cenoa] S SW 2d 2b 
Champion Iml u*. S3. -. 
Oiasr Aunhor ira>, 144-, 
Chevron corp gi*. g2v 


Household lml 135'. 134V 


tO . 60, 

WV. wv. 
2 d 2D 
UV 52". 
114’. IM". 
41*. 82V 
SJV S2 
*5V 76V 
TV. 

isav rss* 

aiv so-. 


Cmvsler sv. 52 

Chubb Dire 75V 76V 

Cinna cwp w. -ap. 

orkore I56C rSS' 

CTnrm HIV «»•- 

cwurai corp rzv rr-. 

Coca o>b TS-. j„v 

On Cbia Em 3b Mv 

CWjaie-Palm ye. <ny. 

Columbia Ennis' 82V nr. 

coVumbuHCA jt, iv. 

Compaq comp yr. sj 

Comp ass ini pr, so-, 

conaera io \r. 

Cora Edison 43*^ 

Con* Nai Gas sci', Sdv 

Griper rnds mf.. w. 

Cortnna inc yr. «•, 

CNrtdu Credit 47V 47 

creaar nro w.. w. 

CTO»n Con. SOv s.v, 

ten Cure 5.1'V *}■. 

Dayvm Huowin v,'. 4S". 

Drrre ST. 54 -,. 

□rira Air Lines ur. lie. 
Deluxe cup .r.r. 3 j-. 

Mahal Equip so'. 57". 

Diliam Depi Si 42". at- 

Dtsney rwani iiiv ||,rv 

tXdirlnujn Rm u, ja 

Oonru et IBB 3 4 S-. «iv 

Doset Corp JSV pi 

Dow Chemical Ob-, of, 

Dow Jones w. 4b". 

Dresser ifr. w. 

Duke Enerw 55v s?v 

Dun & Bnfaireei JF. 32 "- 

Du Pom 41’. D3 V 

Eastman Chem or. or, 

Eastman Kodak W. to. 

Efron Cnrp g*-. 
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InU Flav a Fr 
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48V 49 
52". sy_ 
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Nj<l Setvtac mo sv, 
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«-jum a ?!v Sj 

S™" 1 Mn " 5 .. S': 
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S5S kta,|Ml Pe* W*. 
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Pharm 4 upjhn 42". <2 
Phelps Dthlge 61V 61V 
Ftmip MMrh jbv JP* 
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pub sere e a G 3tp- 
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Seats Raebpck 6l“» 0t. 

shell Trans 43V cv 
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srarwood H a R 48". *i. 
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Sumnut 7V. W. 
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Tandy Corp 46V' 4tf. 
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7*utD St .av 

Te»s urn ft. S’* 

7etas LUIUUB 39. JfV 
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Thermo a«t 35". 36 V 

Time Warner 81V 8IV 

Times-Mlnor a 63 6*V 
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F ree trade is good for us for 
the simple reasons that econ¬ 
omists tell us. Countries 
aivide their labours, each produc¬ 
ing the things dial they are better 
a(, whether absolutely or relative¬ 
ly. and gains grow cumulatively. 

The history of the past 50 vears. 
unique in ever more open "trade 
among the majority of nations, 
offers die best proof that trade 
makes people better off. as this 
week's riots against the World 
Trade Organisation in Geneva 
suggest, however, things are rare¬ 
ly as simple as the textbook says. 

There is no reason why trade 
should balance, let alone the 
benefits from 1 l Balance can be 
achieved by putting wage rates up 
and down, but more conveniently 
by moving exchange rates. Today, 
however, trade has little direct 
impact on exchange rates. 

Countries looking to better 
themselves are bullied info the 
global financial system under pain 
of having their goods banned. 
Once in. they find that their 
currency can fall by 75 per cent in a 
few weeks, as Indonesia’s did 


Free trade must not be a G7 racket 


before any hint of instability. 
Others suddenly shed between 20 
and 50 per cent, largely unrelated 
io trade. The natural response is to 
slash imports and boost exports at 
prices other countries could not 
match. Loss of exports is boosting 
America’s trade deficit, but don't 
expect to see the streets of Paris 
clogged with Korean cars. 

There are all sons or mecha¬ 
nisms. some within WTO rules, to 
keep cheap imports out They will 
be used after 2005 for the textile 
trade, which is finally due to be 
deregulated then. But these weap¬ 
ons can only be fired by big. 
powerful traders, chiefly Nafia 
and the EU. America, an original 
signatory of the General Agree¬ 
ment on Tariffs and Trade, has 
maintained a trade embargo on 
Cuba, one of only 22 others, for 
most of the past 50 years. The weak 
should not try this. 

Those who sign up for the global 


trading system find they are liable 
to savage currency and investment 
dumping that is outlawed in goods 
but regarded as essential to eff¬ 
icient financial markets. The only 
redress is to turn to institutions 
such as the IMF that embody the 
agendas of the mosi powerful 
members of the WTO. 

Gains from trade are also be¬ 
coming ever more unequal. 
Thanks to those legendary French 
powers of diplomacy, the Euro¬ 
pean Union gained most from the 
last, marathon round of trade¬ 
opening. We gained markets for 
our goods, without making serious 
concessions on food imports. The 
Cairns group of agricultural ex¬ 
porters. led by Australia, should 
have vetoed the round but was 
foolishly browbeaten into doing 
the decent thing. 

Rich countries generally seize 
the lion's share of trade gains by 
pushing open trade in growth 



areas where they have an initial 
advantage and keeping the door 
shut on mature markets where' 
poor countries can easily catch up. 

Two items left over from the 
Uruguay round h3ve followed 
strikingly different courses. A 
liberal regime was agreed last year 
for telecommunications, vanguard 
of the global market. A few months 
earlier, a long jaw-jaw on shipping 


was shelved; All bar one of the 
main trading countries backed 
freer trade. America, whose enor¬ 
mous shipping market is heavily 
protected, stood firm and offered 
nothing. The door stayed shut- 
No surprise then that the lead 
proposal at Geneva this week was 
a US plan to make software 
trading on the Internet tariff-free 
for all time. This is a sensible idea. 
For once, however, the unwashed 
demurred, promising only ro forgo 
for a year whar they would not 
have done anyway. 

The bureaucratic battle was over 
what the WTO should do next. The 
EU wants another all-embracing 
negotiating round, which depends 
on everyone having to agree to 
everything in a great last-minute 
haggle. America wants a selective 
approach, to focus on investment 
and copyrights rather than ship¬ 
ping. Nothing was decided week, 
but the US will probably get its 


way, having teamed up with the 
Cairns group to give food priority. 

This will make the distribution 
of trade gains even more desperate 
for poorer nations. The new US 
strategy is to by-pass the WTO, 
target specific objectives, thrash 
them out with the EU and Japan, 
then present them to the rest of the 
world as a fait accompli , the 
civilised rules all must keep or else. 

Fortunately, the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment, proto¬ 
type of this approach, fell over US 
investment sanctions against 
Cuba and Iran. It should not be 
revived. If developing countries 
allow the global systems to be 
skewed any further against them, 
they will have themselves to 
blame. They should press first for 
the WTO. in which they at least 
have a vote, to be the only arbiter 
of trade rules, as it was inmded to 
be. They should refuse any 
liberalisation in any sector before 


export subsidies have been cut out 
of farm markets and before free 
and normal trade in textiles is 
actually operating. 

Then they should put forward 
their own agenda, which will ally 
the IMF and the World Bank 
system more closely to the WTO. It 
should include codes of discipline 
‘m financial markets to make sense 
of global free trade and to 
minimise the cost of disruption 
that we all have to secure its 
benefits. And they will need to 
establish that international help 
for investment and for improving 
production standards must be the 
quid pro quo for abjuring protec¬ 
tion for new industries and to meet 
the higher environmental stan¬ 
dards nch countries will demand. 

Their best allies should be 
Western multinationals who have 
a strong interest in local stability 
and open trade and whose once 
naughty activities in foreign parts 
are now subject to stern scrutiny at 
home. It would be a bad day for 
the West if poor countries had to 
turn to China and Russia for 
leadership on trade. 


Gates gets wired to Washington as 
Microsoft anti-trust battle begins 


Cars tipped as 
driving force 
in digital radio 
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I n American politics, 
money talks. Or so Bill 
Gates hopes. The soft¬ 
ware titan and self-con¬ 
fessed Washington innocent 
now has a political fight an his 
hands to rival any commerrial 
challenge he has faced. In 
trying to rewire the intricate 
political circuitry in his favour, 
he has at least mastered the 
first lesson — Microsoft’s do¬ 
nations to Republican coffers 
are rising even more steeply 
than his learning curve. 

About time. too. is the retort 
from Capitol Hill. The Justice 
Department, which this week 
announced a long-expected 
anti-trust suit against Micro¬ 
soft, clearly poses a threat to 
the imminent launch of Win¬ 
dows 98 and to the group’s 
long-term prosperity. But it is 
Congress that should give Mr 
Gates real nightmares of har¬ 
assment without end. More 
than die Justice Department. 
Congress is inspired by the 
spirit of the times — and 
America is now gripped by a 
millennial frenzy of trust- 
busting. 

In the past few weeks, there 
have been signs that Mr Gates 
is winning small victories in 
this unfamiliar territory. He 
has shattered the previously 
seamless waff of hostility fee¬ 
ing him. The strategy boards 
on which he and his team 
famously sketch out their 
dreams might now reflect that 
he has a tiny chance of an 
astounding victory — winning 
Congress so firmly to his cause 
that it becomes his best weap¬ 
on against the Justice 
Department. 

For ail the sound and fury, 
the suit launched this week by 
the Justice Department is not 
— as it currently stands — 
about to bring down Ameri¬ 
ca's most successful company. 
In the most part, its scope is 
limited and well-justified. 
There is one strand that threat- 



Orrin Hatch, left has seen that Microsoft-bashing could fuel his career, while John McCain is more sympathetic 


ens, if mishandled by both die 
Justice Department and 
Microsoft, to lead to years of 
inconclusive inquiries and 
courtroom . scraps: whether 
Microsoft has written its 
Internet Explorer into the new 
Windows 98 operating system 
in a way that makes it ex¬ 
tremely hard for users to 
install rival versions. No one. 
not even Microsoft's rivals, 
wants grey-suited Capitol Hill 
lawyers to try to design world- 
beating products, let alone in 
such a fost-ehanging field. 

But in its focus on Micro¬ 
soft’s marketing practices, the 
Justice Department is well 
justified. It has already un¬ 
earthed an apparently damn¬ 
ing e-mail from Bill Gates 
proposing to offer Intuit, the 
software company, $1 million 


(ibOO.Om of business “fa¬ 
vours" in return for using 
Microsoft's Internet Explorer 
rather than rival Netscape. 
That inquiry, though, prom¬ 
ises to be comparatively clear- 
cut; the terms on which it 
might be settled or the kind of 
penalties imposed spring 
straightforwardly out of the 
history of ami-mist actions. 

For all the drama of this 
week’s suit Mr Gates has 
more reason to worry about 
the tiers of congressional com¬ 
mittees headed by politicians 
jostling for power and tele¬ 
vision coverage. Above all, it is 
Senator Onin Hatch, the 
Utah Republican who heads 
the powerful Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee. who has seen that 
Microsoft-bashing could fuel a 
decade of a career. But in the 


past two weeks, Microsoft’s 
allies have fought back. 

In one of the most exuaordi- 
nary — and toe-curling — 
exchanges ever witnessed on 
the floor of the Senate, Slade 
Gorton, the Republican from 
Microsoft’s home state of 
Washington, engaged Mr 
Hatch in a jousting match 
fought with Rolling Stones 
song titles. Mr Hatch said that 
Microsoft should stop using 
the song Start me up in its 
advertisements, and that its 
new theme song should be 
Under my thumb. Mr Gorton 
retorted that “1 figure he 
JHatch) has been listening to 
Sympathy for the Devil a little 
too much lately”, and that 
Microsoft's foes should re¬ 
member that You can't always 
get what you want. He added: 


There is another Rolling 
Stones song that describes 
what Microsoft does for its 
customers, a little hit called 
Satisfaction." 

As well as illustrating sena¬ 
tors' lack of fed for the cutting 
edge, the exchange marked 
something of a turning point; 
senior Republicans have since 
been quiedy joining the Micro¬ 
soft camp. Mr Gorton ads as 
counsel to Trent Lott, Republi¬ 
can leader of the Senate. They 
are also good friends, while 
Mr Lott conspicuously failed 
to support Mr Hatch in sever¬ 
al bitter, unrelated tussles last 
year. The influential Roll Call 
weekly newspaper quoted a 
senior Republican aide argu¬ 
ing that while Mr Lott and 
other top Republicans have 
not committed themselves to 


either side of the Microsoft 
brawl. "I think you may find 
the leadership coming out in 
favour of Microsoft. Clearly 
their sympathies are with 
Gorton. What's to be gained 
by having the Justice Depart¬ 
ment screw with the most suc¬ 
cessful Company of our time?" 

In his latest manoeuvre, Mr 
Gorton is tiying to move the 
Senate's investigation of Mic¬ 
rosoft from Hatch's committee 
to one likely to take a kindlier 
view. He is asking John Mc¬ 
Cain. a Republican from Ariz¬ 
ona who is sympathetic to 
Gates, to launch his own hear¬ 
ings within the Commerce 
Committee. Mr McCain, who 
seems receptive, said provoca¬ 
tively last week that he and Mr 
Hatch have "different respon¬ 
sibilities. He is more anti¬ 
trust. We're more the health of 
the entire software industry” 

From a slow start. Mr Gates 
has cottoned on to the need to 
influence this dance. In the 
past six weeks. Microsoft has 
given $99,000 of computer 
software to the National Re¬ 
publican Senatorial Commit¬ 
tee and $100,000 to the Repub¬ 
lican National Committee- It 
has also given $21,500 to 
members of Congress — two 
thirds to Republicans. 

To help to lobby senior 
Republicans. Microsoft has 
also hired Haley Barbour, 
Republican National Commit¬ 
tee chairman during the 1996 
elections, and Vin Weber, a 
former congressmen and close 
friend of Newt Gingrich, the 
House Spjaker. and a top 
policy adviser from the office 
of Dick Armey. Mr Gingrich’s 
deputy. That should help to 
combat the heavy-hitters mus¬ 
tering against them, including 
Bob Dole, the former presi¬ 
dential candidate, and Robert 
Bork. the former Supreme 
Cburt nominee. Both now 
work for Netscape. 

Republicans regard Mr 
Gates’s new sophistication 
with delight The passage of 
the mammoth 1996 Telecom¬ 
munications Bill was a trage¬ 
dy for party treasurers; they 
may have found a new cash 
cow to help to pay for the next 
elections. But it matters for the 
US that Mr Gates’fights this 
battle welL The millennium 
mood of bashing big business 
is perhaps the inevitable result 
of the economic boom, and of a 
rush of huge mergers. But it 
would be unfortunate if die US 
carried this ambivalence 
about corporate success into 
the next century. 


Camelot joust 


SINCE British Airways 
1 its advertising account 
om Saatchi & Saatchi in the 
' the firing of Maurice (now 
laatchi. has there been the 
I of a bitter head-to-head 
i the new Saatchi agency, 
and the old. But Camelot’s 

- of the £20 miilion-a-year 
j Lottery account promises to 
azch a scrap. 

hear that M&C Saatchi is one 
lortlisted companies pitching 

business, and leading the 


team will be Bill Muirhead — taking 
time off from trying to flog the 
Millennium Dome — and Jim Duffy. 
Camelot might find these guys 
familiar they were on the original 
Saatchi & Saatchi team that won the 
account before defecting to form 
M&C. . J 

Muirhead. a lugubrious antipode¬ 
an. will no doubt be up to the task of 
persuading Camelot that, though the 
It Could Be Voa advertising cam¬ 
paign was perfect for its era. it is now 
time for a change of tack. 


(W H LI M* 



Hard to swallow 

IN ANOTHER comer of adland. the 
Cooperative Wholesale Society is to 
launch its fim TV advertising cam¬ 
paign. Never one to part with too 
much cash, the CWS has decided to 
use relatives of celebrities, who clear¬ 
ly would be much cheaper than the 
celebrities themselves. 

So from Sunday expea to see your 
TV screen filled with Scort 
Stringfellow Ison of Peter). Amanda 
Rayner (daughter of Claire) and Sue 
Beadle (wife of Jeremy). According to 
the CWS: “In these commercials the 
hero is the Coop's unique, honest 
and open labelling, which doesn't 
hide the sometimes unpalatable truth 
about what we eat-” I'll fek fi a large 
ninch of salt before I swallow that. 


THE 
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Plain sailing 

TOUGH-TALKING Bob Crandell. 
who has just stepped down as chair¬ 
man and chief exeairive of American 
Airways, arrives in Ipswich tomor¬ 
row at the start of a giant quest. To 
celebrate his retirement he. his wife 
and two able Suffolk seamen are to 
sail his yacht across the Atlantic. The 
boat has been designed by Crandell 
as an experiment in technology- An 
avid “downsizer". he believes the ves¬ 
sel only really needs one crew mem¬ 
ber to sail it. The crossing promises to 
be a rough ride, but no rougher than 
having to negotiate with Bob Ayting. 


Dumbstruck 

RUMOURS reach me that Melody 
FM, the London easy listening sta¬ 
tion beloved of cabbies, faces a man¬ 
agement exodus when Emap takes 
control next month. Sheila Porritt. 
Melody's managing director who 
was hired by Lord Hanson in 1990 to 
set up the station, yesterday con- 
finned that she would leave the com¬ 
pany and is considering other offers. 
Sources dose to the company say oth¬ 
er kev management staff will follow. 

Friends of Porritt, formerly of 
Channel 4 and the Radio Authority, 
say she is unhappy with the plans 
Emap has to “dumb down" the sta¬ 
tion. Surely an impossible task- 


□ COHN B WOLFE , the sponsor¬ 
ship consultancy, is in danger of 
being hoist by its own petard. To 
prove what is good enough for the 
client is good enough for the firm . 
Cohn agreed to sponsor Central St 
Martin's School of Art. Among the 
works produced are a painting of an 
open door so convincing that people 
have banged their heads trying to go 
through it, and a new logo featuring 
a wolf holding a cone. But the design 
was a bit too arty, bringing sugges¬ 
tions that the firm's name is Fax B 
Telescope or Dog B Trumpet. 


Pie in the sky 

THERE is hardly a dry eye in the 
house when David Whelan waxes 


lyrical about his beloved Wigan. The 
chairman of JJB Sports, known as 
Mr Wigan, is hailed as something of 
a sporting philanthropist after pour¬ 
ing hundreds of thousands of pounds 
of his own money — and JJB’s — into 
Wigan'S football and rugby league 
clubs. Put sports clubs back at the 
heart of the community , he preaches. 

A noble ideal, of course. Sad, then, 
to bring you news of the departure 
from Wigan PC of the man who. for 
many years, sold the dub’s famous 
pies to hungry fans ar half-time. He 
has been replaced Iw a local supplier 
tailed Pooles Pies of Wigan. The pro¬ 
prietor? One David Whelan. 

Jason Nissfe 



David Whelan waxes lyrical 
about his beloved Wigan 


T he difficulty, cost and 
potential for embar¬ 
rassment of unleashing 
exciting new technology on 
the world are limitless. One 
need only look at the C5 
electric car. the Betamax video 
recorder, or the eight-track 
music cartridge of the 
Seventies. 

There are those who believe 
that digital radio will be 
doomed to failure coo because 
the expensive receivers pro¬ 
vide only marginally better 
sound than normal radios. 

There is. however, a grow¬ 
ing opinion that digital radio 
wifi be saved by an unlikely 
white knight: the motoring 
industry. At least that is the 
theory at Melody Radio, the 
London easy-listening station, 
which is though! to be the first 
station to be entirely digital. 

At present, digital car radi¬ 
os cost about £3,500 and even 
their ability to deliver near- 
perfect sound m the most 
hostile conditions is unlikely 
to persuade all but the most 
extravagant to buy them. 

The most compelling bene¬ 
fits tie in coupling digital 
radios with other technol¬ 
ogies. such as GSM phones 
and in-car navigation sys¬ 
tems. because the radios can 
transmit relatively large 
amounts of data as well as 
many different channels of 
music. This means that when 
radio stations play songs, they 
can also transmit the name of 
the artist, track, album and 
catalogue number, or even 
pictures, text and graphics. 

Electronics companies are 
designing receivers that incor¬ 
porate small screens, smart 
card slots, and miniature mo¬ 
bile phones to allow listeners 
to order and pay for the music 
they are listening to. 

Radio stations can also 


proride advanced electronic 
programme guides (EPGs) to 
allow listeners to find stations 
according to what kind of 
music they play. 

Digital broadcasting can 
also be used to update the 
maps that are stored on CD- 
Roms for in-car navigation 
systems. In other words,the 
motoring industry is in a 
unique position to kick-start 
the digital radio industry. 

Only one problem remains: 
keeping a driver's attention on 
the road. 

□ FITNESS clubs in the US 
are trying to lure couch polar 
toes by providing an array of 
advanced in-gym entertain¬ 



ment At a cost of about S1.200 
(£800) each, the clubs can 
mount PC units on their 
exercise bikes and step ma¬ 
chines. giving access to the 
Internet and e-maii. Hie 
online connection fees are 
paid for by advertisers. 

□ BUSINESS journalists 
around the world attended the 
world’s first virtual company 
press briefing yesterday, held 
by Visteon, the spare parts 
division of Font Questions 
were by e-mail and the com¬ 
pany said the biggest problem 
was the time differences 
around the world. 

Chris Ayres 


:\ : HARFST ?cTA;Ui\ UK -Kci:rriUj\L 

0800018 18 16 


)NDAY TO FRIDAY 



FOR THE MAN WHO 
APPRECIATES A MADE 
TO MEASURE SUIT, 
DESIGNED WITH REAL 
FRENCH FLAIR, LASER 
CUT FOR A PERFECT FIT, 
ALL IN LESS THAN 21 DAYS 
AND AT A VERY 
COMFORTABLE PRICE.. 
IT HAS TO BE 
PANAME PARIS 


Aylesbury 

Henrys 

01286415483 

Banbury 


07285251044 
Bedfordshire 
Soustera 
01582 721668 
Bicester 
Henrys 
01869 252213 
Bristol 
Michael Mg 
01179: 
Canterbury 
County Clothes 
01227 765284 

EPPt"S 
Bov Cam 
01892 561830 
G a n sui t Crosa 


01753882433 

Hornchurch 

Cnuoirtf Ptur Homme 

01708437477 

HHeMn 

Mr Leonard 

01462451696 


01553 772382 
Lampeter 
Daniel Daws 
01570422288 
f a iceale r 
Suit YouiseU 
01162553772 
London 

Janes & James Wi 
0171 7341748 
Moss Bras VVC2 
01712404587 


01590677818 

Norwich 

Goddards 

01603661220 


Jamesl 
01158501486 
Redd tun 

H«pftyb 

01537 62097 


ChaaH. I 
01722 324234 
SdtfMJ CTIeM 
Heaphy's 
01213732670 
Tenfefdan 
County CiMhes 
01580 765158 
Wan** 
Heaphy's 
0192B 400647 
Watford 
Gerald CSve 
01923225029 
Weybridge 
l&Quest 
01932 B48121 
Wofdng 

m 

01483755078 
Worcester 
Armstrongs 
01905 2Z8N 


r 












32 BUSINESS NEWS 


Watchdog criticises Isa benchmarking plan 


By Gavin Lumsden 

AN INVESTORS’ watchdog has attacked gov¬ 
ernment plans to benchmark individual savings 
accounts when they are launched next April. 

Peter Dean, Investment Ombudsman, said 
Treasury proposals to “CAT-mark" Isas that it 
considered good value could lure the unwary 
into high-risk equity investments that they do not 
understand. GAT stands for Cost, easy Access 
and decent Terms. On the equity portion of Isas 
die Treasury is only planning to apply die CAT- 
mark to low-cost unit trusts that track UK stock 


market indices — such as the HSE ail share 
and FTSE 100 — and which use a single price 
instead of the confusing dual bid and offer 
prices used by most funamanagers- 
At present only Virgin Direct, the fund mana¬ 
ger launched by Richard Branson, would win 
the CAT-mark. Its "Up. up and away" Pep adv¬ 
ertising campaign — which played an Mr Bran¬ 
son's high-profile ballooning exploits — has 
proved successful in attracting new investors. 
However, there are concerns mat many people 
have bought into a soaring stock market and do 
not fully appreciate the downward turn that 


tfieir funds would have to take in a stock znaricet 
crash. A government endorsement—which the 
CAT-mark would effectively become — would 
only make matters worse, experts*fear. 

Delivering his annual report yesterday Mr 
Dean said; “The CAT-mark will presumably be 
conditional an a warning being given about fu¬ 
ture performance. But one must nave some mis¬ 
givings about the headlong rush into invest¬ 
ments that people don’t understand. A lot of 
people don’t understand equities." _ 

Mr Dean repeated concerns that plans for a 
single Ombudsman scheme under the new Fin¬ 


ancial'Services Authority, which has statutory 
powers, could backfire. He said: “We provide a 
swift alternative to courts — the last thing we 
want to adopt is a formal court procedure — 
this would lead to delays and expense." 

Mr Dean received 299complaims about invest¬ 
ment companies in the year to March 31. a 20 per 
cent rise on last year. Most of the cases involved 
poor administration by Pep managers swamped 
by increased investor demand. Compensation 
totalled E166.465 last year, down £.95,414 on the 
previous year. Only half of the complaints 
against fond managers were upheld. 


Spending 
spree ahead 
for Land 
Securities 

By Robert Cole, city correspondent 


LAND SECURITIES, the 
property owner and develop¬ 
er, yesterday embarked on a 
spending programme that 
could see it pay out up to £1 
billion over the next five years. 

It is already committed to 
spending £650 million, mostly 
on rebuilding inner city shop¬ 
ping centres, but the company 
said other projects — includ¬ 
ing tackling Bcwaler House in 
Knightsbridge — could see its 
outlay rise to £1 billion. 

The company is coming to 

Lego adds 
media 
subsidiary 
to brand 

By Chris Ayres 

LEGO, the Danish toy 
company, yesterday 
launched a European sub¬ 
sidiary to push its brand 
into software, film, tele¬ 
vision. book and music 
markets. 

Lego Media Interna¬ 
tional has been set up with 
$20 million (£125 million) 
of development capital 
and it hopes to account for 
about £100 milljon of retail 
sales by die end of 1999. 
Lego itselt which was 
founded in 1932, bad turn¬ 
over last year of $1 2 
billion. 

The subsidiary’s first 
product is expected to be a 
computer game that al¬ 
lows children to build vir¬ 
tual Lego creations. Story 
books are also expected, 
and Lego Media is also 
working on a 26-part ani¬ 
mated television series to 
be screened in the autumn 
of 1999. 

Its central characters 
will be humans, to get 
around the Independent 
Television Commission’s 
guidelines on product 
placement 

The company is also 
considering a Hollywood 
film to rival Toy Story, the 
computer-animated block¬ 
buster that turned Buzz 
Lighiyear into a celebrity. 

Mark Livingstone, man¬ 
aging director of Lego 
Media, said: “What we’re 
aware of is that children 
are doing a lot more things 
than they did ten to 15 
years ago. We want to 
keep Lego related to chil¬ 
dren's social play.” 


the end of a £420 million 
building and refurbishment 
programme focused on office 
properties. The new £650 nut 
tion will be used to bring on 
45 million sq ft of retafl spare. 
The spending plan targets 
shopping and leisure develop¬ 
ments in Sunderland, Bir¬ 
mingham, York, Exeter and 
Canterbury. 

Ian Henderson, managing 
director, said current pur¬ 
chase prices for commerical 
property were unattractively 
"strong” and that the group 
had decided to use its financial 
resources to develop those 
sites it acquired in the early 
1990s when prices were lower. 

"Our present emphasis is on 
development and refurbish¬ 
ment as this should provide 
better return than is likely to be 
achieved from acquiring exist¬ 
ing investments at c ur re n t 
yields,” the company said. 

Land Securities also said 
that Peter Birch, former chief 
executive of Abbey National, is 
to become the company's new 
chairman. Sir Peter Hunt, 
who combined the roles of 
chairman with managing di¬ 
rector, died suddenly last De¬ 
cember. Sir Peter was to split 
the top jobs this year. Mr 
Birth has been a non-execu¬ 
tive director at Land Securities 
for a year. 

News of the spending plans 
and tiie new chairman coin¬ 
cided with the release of net 
asset values figures which 
showed that Land Securities' 
property portfolio is worth 
more, per share, now than it 
was at the peak of the last 
boom in 1990. 

The company’s net asset 
value per share increased by 
18 per cent to 924p from 783p. 
The previous peak of eight 
years ago was 879p. Yesterday 
the shares traded at £10.17, 
down5p. 

Land Securities also pub¬ 
lished pretax profits that were 
slightly ahead of analysts’ 
expectations. Taxable profit 
for the year to March 31 was 
£266 million, up from £243.8 
million. 

A large part of the pleasant 
surprise came because of a 
tower interest bill. A tranche of 
bonds converted into equity 
and debt was lowered by £14 
million of asset sales. Borrow¬ 
ings were £1.65 billion at 
Mardi 31, equivalent to gear¬ 
ing of 33 per cent down from 
gearing of 45.8 per cent the 
previous year. 

The company continued its 
long record of increasing divi¬ 
dends. The full-year payment 
is 28p (27p). 
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Simon Bentley, chief executive of Blacks Lesiure, saw pre-tax profits increase to £13.6 million for the full year 

Outdoor pursuits lift Blacks 


OUTDOOR pursuits helped 
Blacks Leisure, the spoils 
chain, to overcome a sharp 
slowdown in its core fashion 
stores and lift underlying sales 
by 5 per cent in the past II 
weeks (Fraser Nelson writes). 

The erratic weather over 
Easter bad wiped out sales 
growth in itsSO-strong chain of 


Fust Sport shops after an 
exceptionally strong 1997. 
This was offset by strong 
growth in its 40 Blacks Out¬ 
door stores, where underlying 
sales rose 21 per cent over the 
same period. The 18 Active 
Venture stores generated 
sales growth of 8 per cent 
Simon Bentley, the chief 


executive, said the First Sport 
slowdown was already begin¬ 
ning to reverse. Blacks shares 
slid 12p to 388*2p. 

Richard Rainer, an analyst 
at Butterfield Securities, said: 
“Blades has shown that when 
the weather gets rough, it can 
rely on its outdoor stores:" 

The company made an 


Derbyshire to be 
‘ambassador’ for 
Glenmorangie 


Trafford Park 
rejects £146m 
bid by Green 


By Fraser Nelson 


By George Sivell 


PETER DERBYSHIRE, man¬ 
aging director of Glenmor¬ 
angie, is to relinquish his role 
at the helm of the Scotch 
whisky producer after just 
three years. 

The company said Mr Der¬ 
byshire, 43, has asked to 
become a "roving ambassa¬ 
dor” for Glenmorangie — 
advising the company as a 
non-executive director. 

His new role will involve 
travelling to countries in Asia 
and the Far East to sound out 
new markets for the whisky. 
He is succeeded by Paul Neep, 
marketing director. Geoffrey 
MaddreQ remains non-execu¬ 
tive chairman. 

The company revealed that 
it had overcome a £330,000 hit 
from stronger sterling to turn 
in another year of record 
profits. 

Pretax profits rose 8 per 
cent to £8.4 million in the year 
to March 31. Sales rose 5 per 
cent to £485 million, after a 


shift away from bulk case 
whisky and an increase in 
branded cases. 

The company now gener¬ 
ates over 40 per oent of its 
business from overseas. 

Earnings were 44p (413p) 
for A shares. The A share 
dividend rises to 14^p from 
I32p with a final I0.95p. 



Maddreil- remains in post 


TRAFFORD Park Estates, the 
North West property group, 
has rqected the £146 million 
bid that it received this week 
from Green, the Dublin prop¬ 
erty company. 

Trafford said that the bid 
undervalued the company and 
failed to reflect the prospects 
for its portfolio. As part of its 
defence Trafford Park has 
called in Lambert Smith 
Hampton to carry out a cur¬ 
rent portfolio valuation. 

Trafford also said that it 
would allow its bid for Bar- 
law, a fellow North West 
porperty group, to lapse. 
Green made its bid condition¬ 
al on Trafford dropping its 
£26.7 million bid for Barlow. 

Trafford Park shares rose 
4 I ap to 195hp. Green, Ire¬ 
land’s largest property group, 
remained unchanged at 461 p 
and Barlow rose kp to 61p. 

Trafford said: "In order to 
give shareholders a better 
understanding of the value of 


the Trafford Park portfolio the 
directors have requested the 
company's valuers, Lambert 
Smith Hampton, to provide a 
current valuation, which will 
comply with the requirements 
of the City Code on Takeovers 
and Mergers.” 

Trafford Park took the un¬ 
usual step yesterday of dissoci¬ 
ating itself from recent comm¬ 
ent about the value of its peat- 
folk). The group, however, is 
likely to draw attention to a 
number of strategic holdings of 
land in the North West of Eng¬ 
land as part of its bid defence. 

Analysts believe that Traf¬ 
ford Park is starting its defence 
with a couple of handicaps. The 
company has never made 
much of its asset potential 
publicly until the past 48 hours. 
Green is likely to play on the 
argument that ft has been try¬ 
ing to make an offer to Trafford 
since January but has not had 
its arguments taken seriously 
by the Trafford board. 


expected pretax profit of £135 
million (£10 2 million] in the 
year to February 28. on like- 
for-tike sales which increased 
by 7 per cent — and by 9 per 
cent in its Fust Sport stores. 

Earnings were 2S.2p (Z26p) 
per share, and the dividend 
rises to 5L5p (4p) with a final 
3.75p due on October Z 
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Ocean pays £30m for 
Mercury Holdings 

OCEAN. 

Holdings, a includes a deferred payment 

£29.8 million cash. The deal also^nei n rf ^ ^ 

s sr" ssrjESS tSt* 

regulatory approval in America. 

completion in early June. . Aylesford, Kent, 

and divisions- The mailing division, 

and nas two operd e orov ides worldwide wrapping. 

“3 [ SL2u^-JftBS3Sn of.seiennfc 
23 nSSiminals. books and magazines m Bntam, Eur- 
SSe SSSnSS. The newspaper division. Higgs Imerna- 
ti^Tsperi^ in the worldwide airfreight of 
magazines and related export administration services. 

Astec issues warning 

ASTEC (BSR1, the electronics company at the centre tf a row 
that pitched minority shareholders against its US parwt 
earlier this year, yesterday warned investors that fading 
conditions suffered in the second quarter 
demand in Asia for semiconductor equipment and elmrwuc 
components, and destocking by manufaourere of pereon^ 
computers. Markets were expected to strengthen m the 
second half of the yea r. the company said. 

Drings in rescue talks 

DRINGS of Bath has started talks which may lead to a joint 
venture or reconstruction of the company. Shares m the 
building materials company were suspended at 2p on 
Tuesday. Drings said that after the severe downturn in the 

market for construction-industry-related work, it had taken 
immediate measures, but h wished to evaluate how this 
would impact on the business in the medium-term. Directors, 
in the meantime, thought it best to suspend the shares. 

Balfour Beatty on track 

BALFOUR BEATTY, the engineering and contracting arm of 
BICC. has been appointed by Rail trad; as preferred bidder for 
the £100 million contract for remodelling Euston station and 
approaches. The remodelling of the Euston approaches is the 
first stage in die modernisation of the West Coast main line. 
The 30-month contract involves the renewal of track and sig¬ 
nalling. Rail track is investing more than £2 billion to trans¬ 
form the line, creating Britain's first high-speed railway. 

South Beach Cafe plan 

SOUTH BEACH CAFE, the pizza and bagel chain that runs 
27 outlets in London and the US. intends to more than double 
in size over the next two years with its remaining £300.000 
cash pile. The company, which last year raised £1.8 million by 
joining AIM, is building seven Pizza World and South Beach 
Cafe outlets and has agreements to open a further 31 under 
franchise. Pretax losses deepened to £1-23 million (£367,000 
loss) for 1997 on sales of £654.000 (£229,000). 

Blue Cirde expands 

BLUE CIRCLE INDUSTRIES, the building materials, heat¬ 
ing and bathrooms group, is expanding its South American 
■interests. Empresas Mddru BCfV Chilean subsidiary, is 
paying $32 million (about £19.7 million) fm purchase from 
Soaedad Quimka y Minera de (Me (SQM) a cement project 
that comprises a soon-to-be4juilt duiker plant and limestone 
reserves. In return, SQM will acquire a 14 per cent interest in 
Meldn for $57 million through a subscription for new shares. 

Photobition sales soar 

PHOTOBITION, the media services supplier, raised pre-tax 
profits 83 per cent to £75 million in the yrar to March 31, on 
sales up 76 per cent to £41.2 million. Earnings jumped 75 per 
cent to 9.16p- The company explained that it is changing its 
year-end from March to June and that a final dividend will be 
declared for the 15 months to June 30. Eddie Marchbanks, 
chairman and chief executive, said the company was looking 
to make acquisitions; “Our appetite is quite large," he said. 

Prestbuiy raises £16m 

PRESTBURY GROUP said it has sold a portfolio of 13 
properties for £16.7 million to City & General Group. 
Prestbury said the properties are mostly smaller lots out of 
the recently acquired MEFC portfolio and yield net rent of 
approximately £15 million a year. Nick Leslau, the chairman 
of Prestbury, said the disposal was in line with the company's 
plans to focus on the larger more management-intensive 
assets within the MEPC portfolio. 

Countryside builds up 

COLThTTRYSIDE PROPERTIES, the housebuilder and 
commercial property company based in the South East, said 
activity in the regional housing market had settled "at a 
sustainable level" and showed no signs of overheating. The 
company reported a rise in pre-tax profits to £6.3 million 
from £3.67 million in the six months to March 31, with an 
increase in earnings to 65p a share from 4.1p. The interim 
dividend is lifted 25 per cent to I-25p a share. 
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Hambro Insurance advances UK to oppose eurobond tax plan 


By Gavin Lumsden 


From Charles Bremner in Brussels 


HAMBRO Insurance Services 
went out with a bang yester¬ 
day recording a 19 par oent 
rise in pre-tax profits in its last 
set of financial results before it 
passes to Lindsey Morden 
Group of Canada. 

Underlying pre-tax profits 
in the 12 months to March 31 
rose from £8 million to E9.6 
million. 

Including the £6 million 


profit from selling a majority 
stake in Beale Dobie. the 
traded endowment market- 
maker. last year, and other 
exceptional items, the pre-tax 
figures advanced by 38 per 
cent, from £10.9 million to 
£15.) million. 

As a result, earnings per 
share rocketed 87 per cent to 
17.66p. However, in view of 
the impending sale, the com¬ 


pany said that it would not be 
paying a final dividend. 

Hambros PLC ended long¬ 
term uncertainty over BIS's 
future earlier this month when 
it unconditionally agreed to 
sell its 52 per cent stake in the 
company for £44.9 million, 
representing a value of 132p 
per share. Lindsey Morden 
wiD be making an equivalent 
offer to HIS shareholders. 


Both of HIS* main busi¬ 
nesses have prospered. Pre-tax 
profits from the legal and 
assistance services that it pro¬ 
vides to insurers rose nearly £1 
million to £5.4 million on a 
£1.6 million increase in turn¬ 
over to £252 million. Turn¬ 
over in loss adjusting was up 
£3.7 million to £51.1 million, 
boosting pre-tax profits 
£600,000 to £4.1 million. 


BRITAIN is heading for a 
dash with Brussels over the 
European Commission’s 
plan, announced yesterday, to 
include income from euro¬ 
bonds in a directive that is 
aimed at forcing EU residents 
to pay tax on savings outside 
their home states. 

Mario Monti, the Internal 
Market Commissioner, insist¬ 
ed that there could be no 


exemption for eurobonds in 
the planned directive that will 
enforce either a 20 per cent 
withholding tax on savings 
income or require banks to 
report the income to the tax 
authorities in the depositor's 
home country. 

The Government backs the 
measure in principle but is 
worried about the impact on 
the bond market fearing in¬ 


vestors might flee European 
bonds, damaging the compet¬ 
itiveness of capital markets. 
Gordon Brown told the EU 
Finance Council that Britain 
could not support such a 
scheme, which was rejected 
under British pressure when 
it was first proposed in 1989. 

Signor Monti said it was 
hard to define eurobonds 
legally and he played down 


the likely impact for the bond 
market, pointing out that 
“very few eurobonds are held 
by individuals, so it is a very 
limited problem". 

The Government is consult¬ 
ing financial institutions be¬ 
fore deriding the approach to 
adopt when the tax directive 
comes up for approval by the 
Council of Ministers in the 
autumn. 
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George Sivell looks at the fallout from the South-East Asian economic crisis 


Leading 
Japanese 
traders 
warn on 
outlook 

JAPAN’S top general trading 
companies warned the market 
that their business climate 
would remain cloudy this year 
because of a long-running 
economic stagnation at home 
and because of the financial 
and political woes across Asia. 

The nation's six biggest 
trading houses, known as 
sogoshosha. handle a wide 
variety of goods and services 
ranging from noodles lo mis¬ 
siles. They said recent political 
unrest in Indonesia had made 
them particularly cautious. 

The six trading houses. 
Sumitomo Corp, Itochu Corp, 
Marubeni Corp. Mitsubishi 
Corp. Mitsui, and Nissho lwai 
Corp, had a total of 690.7 
billion yen (£3.1 billion) of 
loans, investments and guar¬ 
antees in Indonesia as of 
March 31. They mostly fore¬ 
cast their profits rising only 
marginally or even falling 
during the present business 
year. 

The six companies, mean¬ 
while, had a total of (.16 tril¬ 
lion yen worth of such 
commitments in five South- 
East Asian countries: Indone¬ 
sia, Thailand, Malaysia, the 
Philippines and South Korea. 

Jri the past business year, 
which ended on March 31, the 
trading houses posted a 
gloomy set of results beset with 
losses on valuations of 
shareholdings and one-off fi¬ 
nancial restructuring charges. 

Muneo Shigematsu, manag¬ 
ing director of Sumitomo Corp. 
said: “In 1997-% the effect of 
the Asian crisis was felt in the 
latter half of the year, but it will 
take its toll throughout this 
business year." 

Mr Shigematsu said that the 
Asian crisis — which was 
reignited by recent political 
unrest in Indonesia — would 
eat into the company’s operat¬ 
ing profit by some four to five 
billion yen. 

Of the six firms. Nissho lwai 
alone remained a little confi¬ 
dent. saying its business in 
Indonesia mainly focused on 
exporting goods to Japan. 
Nissho said: “We believe Indo¬ 
nesia will increase exports to 
obtain foreign currencies, so 
that the impact will be limited." 


Toyota and Honda accelerate as 
Nissan seeks to avoid stalling 


TOYOTA and Honda earned 
record profits in the past 
financial year, but Nissan has 
set our a sweeping package of 
cuts and rationalisations in 
an effort to maintain financial 
health. 

Toyota Motor Corp said its 
latest business year was 
helped by a weak yen and 
strength in the American 
marker, but added that prof¬ 
its were expected to slip in the 
current year. 

The company is Japan’s 
biggest carmaker and said 
consolidated net profits in the 
year to March 31 grew 17.7 
per cent to a record 454.35 
billion yen (£2 billion). 

By contrast, Nissan Motor 
Co. Japan’s second-biggest 
carmaker, announced that it 
had revised down its earlier 
earnings estimate, and now 
predicts that it will post a 
consolidated net loss, against 
its earlier estimaie of a profii 
of 16 billion yen. In the 
previous year Nissan report¬ 
ed profits for the first rime in 
five years. 

Toyota said that last year 
its profits before tax rose 
slightly to 625.64 billion yen. 
In the current year profits 
before tax were expected to 
fall 13.7 per cent to 540 billion 
yen. 

Analysts said that Toyota’s 
profits this year would be hit 
by sluggish sales at home and 
economic difficulties in 
South-East Asia, including 
Indonesia, where Toyota has 
a large car-producing joint 
venture and is the top-selling 
brand. 

Yoshikazu Hanawa. presi¬ 
dent of Nissan Motor, mean¬ 
while. confirmed that the 


company would freeze new 
overseas projects and focus on 
America. He also said that the 
company would reduce the 
number of its basic car models 
from 25 to 14 by the year 2000 
01 and to ten in 2002-03. 

In America Nissan is to 
restructure its operations and 
cut car production costs. The 
company also flagged up the 
disposal of some of its securi¬ 
ties and property holdings. 
Nissan aims to be profitable 
on total global sales of 2.7 
million vehicles, it said. 

In Asia there will be a freeze 
on new projects at Nissan for 
the time being, and business 
in the region will be developed 
with a medium to long-term 
focus on Thailand and Tai¬ 
wan. The company aims to cut 
overall production costs by 
400 billion yen by the year ro 
in March 2001. 

Honda, meanwhile, report¬ 
ed record results for the past 
year and expects another 
record-breaking performance 
in the current year on the back 
of brisk American sales. 
Honda. Japan’s number three 
carmaker, raised net profits by 
18 per cent to 260.6 billion yen 
(£1.2 billion) in the year to 
March. 

The company expects profits 
to rise 3.6 per cent in the 
current 1998-99 fiscal year to 
270 billion yen as it'continues 
to enjoy strong sales of its 
Accord model in America. 

Honda said that it expected 
its domestic vehicle sales in 
the current business year to 
climb 3 per cent from the 
previous year to 780,000 units, 
and its overseas vehicle sales 
to increase by 3.4 per cent to 
1.64 million units. 



Yoshikazu Hanawa yesterday unveiled a sweeping package of cuts at Nissan 


Hyundai to make 8,000 redundant 


HYUNDAI MOTOR, South Korea’s 
largest carmaker, plans to lay off more 
than 8.000 workers, triggering an 
immediate union threat of strikes to 
block the manoeuvre. 

The company aims to shed 8.189 
workers, IS per cent of its workforce, to 
maintain competitiveness. Hyundai 
said the process would begin in June 
and he completed by the end of the 
year and that it would notify the 
Labour Ministry of the plan soon. 

But leaders of the company's mili¬ 


tant labour union balked at die plan 
and said workers may take strike 
action unless it was repealed. 

The union said: “We are consider¬ 
ing strikes as countermeasures. We 
believe it is a tactic [by the company] to 
induce more volunteer retirees by 
creating an atmosphere of extreme 
insecurity." 

Last month Hyundai Motor said it 
had lowered its vehicle production 
target for this year to 900.000 units 
from an earlier 1 5 million units, but 


would almost certainly have to lower 
the target further. 

Earlier in April the company said it 
needed to cut its payroll by about 30 
per cent to remain competitive. The 
Government has told companies to 
speed up voluntary restructuring 
projects to improve their competitive¬ 
ness as part of nationwide efforts to 
overtome its economic crisis. 

A plunge in the value of the won. the 
South Korean currency, against the 
dollar forced the country to accept a 


record-breaking $5835 billion (£35.8 
billion) bailout package led by the 
International Monetary Fund in De¬ 
cember. It was a precondition of IMF 
help for the world's eleventh-largest 
economy that die country end its jobs- 
for-life attitude to employment 
Union members across the country 
have vowed to fight against possible 
massive layoffs, saying that com¬ 
panies were resorting to redundancies 
while neglecting calls for improve¬ 
ment in their management practices. 


Developers face 
squeeze as HK 
property price 
war intensifies 


HONG KONG’S big property 
developers are squeezing their 
margins dose to the limit in a 
price war that is forcing 
analysts to downgrade their 
earnings forecasts. 

Cheung Kong (Holdings) 
and Sun Hung Kai Properties 
shocked the market this week 
by drastically reducing apart¬ 
ment prices in Tsing Yi. in the 
New Territories, in an effort to 
shore up sales. 

“It’s a bloodbath." said Hen¬ 
ry Kwong. analyst ar Merrill 
Lynch. “1 don’t think it makes 
a lot of commercial sense for 
these two big boys to be 
undercutting each other." 

Cheung Kong said on Mon¬ 
day it would launch a first 
batch of flats at its Tierra 
Verde residential develop^ 
menL built above the Tsing Yi 
railway station, at an average 
price of about H K$4.147 (£319) 
per sq ft The market had 
expected the flats to be priced 
at about HK$4.500 per sq ft. 

Sun Hung Kai Properties 
retaliated by slashing prices at 
its Mount Haven development 
in Tsing Yi to H K$3.750 a sq ft, 
down from the HK$4,280 
asked for a first batch of 168 
flats in April. 

Yesterday. Henderson Land 
Development said it would 
offer flats at its Dawning 
Views development in Fan- 
ling. in the New Territories, 
for per sq ft. 

“Prices are close to develop¬ 
ment costs. There is not too 
much room for developers to 
go down," said Herbert Lau, 
an analyst at Vickers Balias. 

Prices have fallen by 40 per 
cent from last year’s peaks and 
Mr Lau said he was slashing 
his earnings forecasts for 
property developers by about 5 
per cent for 1998 and 8 to 10 per 
cent for 1999. Lau believes the 
sector will report a drop of 
about 10 to IS per cent in 1998 
earnings and a further drop of 
up to 15 per cent in 1999. 

Other developers may be 
forced to join in. unable to 
delay sales of properties as 
they meet debt repayment 
deadlines, some analysts said. 

“Even if they make a loss, 
they may sell the units because 


interest burdens are heavy," 
said Patrick Yiu at Dharmala 
Securities. "I think prices will 
be further reduced.” 

Bui Andrew Taylor, proper¬ 
ty analyst at Paribas Asia 
Equity, said other developers 
would be foolish to step in. 
“These are the three biggest 
players and anyone else who 
tries to play this game is going 
to get very badly burnt." 

Mr Taylor said he expected 
Henderson Land to report a 2b 
per cent drop in net profits for 
1998 to about HK$7.2 billion. 
“Henderson is fairly indica¬ 
tive of the lot," he said. 

Malaysia 
heads into 
recession 

MALAYSIA’S economy, strug¬ 
gling in Asia’s regional finan¬ 
cial crisis, is heading towards 
recession because an austerity 
drive to slow growth is begin¬ 
ning to overshoot targets. 

Economists said that finan¬ 
cially troubled companies, fall¬ 
ing industrial production, a 
smaller than expected recovery 
in exports and dedining dom¬ 
estic demand were all squeez¬ 
ing the Malaysian economy. 

Last week the Government 
reported that industrial pro¬ 
duction fell 1.1 per cent in the 
first quarter of the year com¬ 
pared with the year-ago per¬ 
iod. The manufacturing sector 
accounts for 35 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and services 45 per cent 
After the latest industrial 
production numbers were re¬ 
leased, some research houses 
forecast a 1-3 per cent contrac¬ 
tion in GDP this year, down 
from a consensus forecast of 
0.8 per cent growth last month. 

The Government has fore¬ 
cast GDP growth of 2-3 per 
cent after two downward revi¬ 
sions from the original projec¬ 
tion of 7 per cent GDP 
expanded by 7.6 per cent last 
year. “It is just the beginning 
of a steep downturn in the 
economy," said one analyst 
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Together we can change the world 


Frank Harding on IFAC’s role 
in helping developing nations 


I n a speech to the World 
Congress of Accountants 
in October, the World 
Bank President James Wolfen- 
sohn challenged the inter¬ 
national accounting profess¬ 
ion to do more to bolster its 
capabilities and capacity in 
developing nations and those 
whose economies are in transi¬ 
tion. It is a challenge that the 
Internationa) Federation of 
Accountants (l FAQ. which 
represents professional gro¬ 
ups in more than 100 coun¬ 
tries. accepts. 

While I acknowledge that 
the accounting profession has 
a role to play in enhancing the 
availability of competent pro¬ 
viders of accounting services, 
the task is large and multifac¬ 
eted. We must harness the 
resources that I FAC. its mem¬ 
ber bodies and their members 
— accountants around the 
world — can provide with 
those of the international dev¬ 
elopment agencies in a co¬ 
ordinated. complementary 
manner that best serves the 
public interest- 
The development agencies 
have contacts with govern¬ 
ments and government agen¬ 
cies. They have funds, some 
expertise and experience. While 
the profession has limited gov¬ 
ernment contacts, it has con¬ 
tacts with those already 
working in the field and, above 
ail. a bread range of available 
expertise and experience. 

The international agencies, 
eg. the IMF and the EU, 


already fund projects to 
develop and enhance the avaii- 
ability of accountancy 
services. 

The projects are undertaken 
by, among others, consultants 
from I FAC’s member bodies 
and the major accounting and 
consulting firms. Frequently 
they are unaware of similar 
projects under way. some¬ 
times in the same country. 
Often the wheel is reinvented 
when a standard approach 
and project could be used. 

We have to stop this waste. 
We must ensure that those 
resources are co-ordinated 
and used wisely. That said, we 
must recognise that a “one size 
fits all" approach will not yield 
the desired results. We must 
work together in order to 
develop strategies that best 
serve the needs of individual 
nations and clusters of nations 
faring similar issues. 

The challenge is daunting. 
More than 100 countries need 
some form of assistance and it 
cannot all be administered at 
once. At the same time, the 
urgency is critical. For devel¬ 
oping nations, the lack of 
accountants, accounting sys¬ 
tems and government support 
represent obstacles to growth. 
These are a must if these 
countries are to continue to 
receive aid from development 
agencies and attract the invest¬ 
ment they so desperately need. 
Flirther, enhancing the quality 
of reporting will lead to lower 
costs for funds provided by the 



Frank Harding seeks to develop accounting services 


public and private sectors. 
While development agencies 
need to provide funding for 
accounting initiatives, they 
can only act if the nations 
request this assistance. 

However, the agencies can 
pressure governments to up¬ 
grade their accounting sys¬ 
tems by demanding greater 
accountability as a proviso for 
obtaining funds. 

IFAC has taken the lead in 
addressing these issues. It 
called a meeting in January in 
Washington of representatives 


of the accountancy profession 
and the international develop¬ 
ment agencies, including the 
World Bank and IMF, to 
discuss our joint interest in 
developing the capabilities 
and capacity of accounting 
and accountants. 

The meeting resulted in 
acknowledgement that there is 
need for greater coordination 
among funding organisations, 
and between agencies and the 
profession. Specifically, we 
agreed to set up an interna¬ 
tional Advisory Forum on 


Accountancy Development 
(IAFAD) to avoid duplication 
of effort and a waste of 
resources. 

IAFAD will commission the 
development of core documen¬ 
tation to be used when similar 
projects are required in differ¬ 
ent countries. The forum will 
also address issues of co¬ 
ordination between the dev¬ 
elopment agencies and the 
accounting profession. IFAC 
has already done work on an 
array of issues including the 
development of international 
standards on auditing, a code 
of professional ethics, a core 
curriculum for qualification as 
a professional and sample 
statutes for accounting bodies. 
More needs to be done, partic¬ 
ularly at a detailed level. What 
IFAC lacks is the means to 
ensure that these solutions are 
adopted in the developing 
countries. 

The forum will, I hope, 
develop its activities to foe 
extent that it becomes the 
recipient and co-ordinator of 
requests for aid and assistance 
from the countries in need. I 
am confident that IFAC wilt be 
recognised for its role as a 
catalyst and a key participant 
in the harnessing of these 
resources and the provision of 
co-ordinated and much-need¬ 
ed aid. The accounting profes¬ 
sion has a moral duty to meet 
the social demands that 
accounting services are avail¬ 
able when and where required 
throughout the world. Togeth¬ 
er with our partners in the 
international agencies, we 
shall fulfil our role. * 

The author is President of 
IFAC 


Words to 
the wise 


paid many 
i received the 
ties' Award, 
rersion of the 
week. But it 
[about Leon- 


J ivw tu * — 

[ showed the 
ice on never 

e so furious 

~nt at the 


hands of what he saw as the 
establishment figures in the 
profession in New York that 
after the meeting he an¬ 
nounced: “If I had had a taste 
for wood, I would have eaten 
my way across that table.” But 
even more to Davison s taste 
was Spacek’s method of public 
speaking. "He spoke in tor¬ 
rents/ Davison told his audi¬ 
ence, “with every member of 
the audience urging him on to 


find the verb and end the 
sentence." 

That figures 

THE animal report and ac¬ 
counts of the Joint Disciplin¬ 
ary Scheme, which meres out 
punishment in cases of ac¬ 
countancy scandal, is suitably 
forbidding. For a start, its cov¬ 
er is a mass of small groups of 
numbers. Ir looks like some¬ 


thing that code-breakers 
might salivate over. Sadly, the 
explanation is more prosaic. It 
seems the designers, knowing 
JDS was involved with ac¬ 
countants, thought it might 
like some figures on the front 

Paper chase 

DELOITTE & Touche pro¬ 
vides an excellent weekly up¬ 
date in the field of Customs 


and Excise. In particular it up¬ 
dates clients with VAT deci¬ 
sions and breaking news. But 
last week clients received more 
than they bargained for. As 
this week's cover note says: 
“We would add our apologies 
for the problems caused by a 
technical fault in our fax sys¬ 
tem which resulted in some of 
you receiving a large amount 
of blank sheets of paper.” VAT 
inspectors are braced for huge 
claims based on the escalating 
demand for rolls of fax paper. 

Robert Bruce 



Barriers in bringing 
members to account 


I t is a lonely business regulating the 
accountancy profession. First you have 
MPs like Austin Mitchell telling you 
repeatedly that the system is corrupt and 
simply “chaps regulating chaps". Serondfy, 
you have accountancy bodies, like the 
Chartered Association of Certified Accoun¬ 
tants. repeatedly insisting that it would rather 
not pay for a system that it is convinced their 
chaps do not need. Thirdly, you are waiting 
for the Government to fulfil its election pledge 
and announce reforms. And fourthly, being 
an efficient outfit, there are only two of you 
who make up the organisation. 

It is not surprising that it is a lonely 
business. 

But the Joint Disciplinary Scheme PDS), 
which published its annual report this week, 
is optimistic And Chris Dickson, the scheme’s 
executive counsel, is not someone who is going 
to allow life to get him down. There are 
currently investigations in progress into 
BCCI, Maxwell, Astra Holdings. Folly Peck. 
Wickes and Resort Hotels. 

That is enough to keep any¬ 
one busy. 

The majority of those cases 
date from the last recession, 
and possibly we are already 
on the downslope of the next 
business cycle heading for 
more corporate scandals. It is 
not surprising that the pub¬ 
lic. or more precisely Austin 
Mitchell, makes a hiss about 
the time it takes accountants 
to discipline their own. 

In the case of BCCI. it was 
the Court of Appeal that 
stopped the investigation in 
its tracks until everyone else 
had had their say. In the case 
of Maxwell, there were so 
many accounting firms in¬ 
volved that finding one with¬ 
out a conflict of interest was 
difficult. And, in any case, the lawyers had 
delayed everything for several years by hying 
to put that investigation on ice. 

As for Polly Peek, there is a legal battle 
going on to decide whether members of the 
English 1CA who operate m northern Cyprus 
should ctKjperate with the investigators or 
whether local legislation bars them from 
passing on the relevent documents. 

So it is not surprising that it all takes a long 
time. But there are several things which 
would help to hasten the process. The first 
would be greater cooperation from the 
accountancy firms themselves. When Mr 
Dickson joined the JDS from the Serious 
Fraud Office in January he was surprised by 
the absence of statutory powers. They cannot 
haul people, or documents, in. “Everything 
has to come by persuasion,” he said- 


And. human nature being what it is. that 
can take time. This is why foe Government* 
slow pace on the proposals for a new 
profession-wide independent review board is 
so disheartening. “The new scheme would 
enable us to exhange information and 
documents with other regulators, like the 
Securities and Exchange Commission in 
America, and that would be of enormous 
benefit," Mr Dickson said. 

The second measure that would speed 
things up would be better co-operation from 
overseas accounting firms. The Ferranti case 
was not necessarily typical, Mr Dickson said, 
but if did become farcical because of the 
complications of joint auditors. KPMG in 
New York refused to allow the JDS team to 
photocopy the relevant documents or take 
them to Britain, instead, they insisted that the 
team could only make notes. It is such 
incidents that undermine any idea that global 
firms are truly global. 

Then there is the need for greater investiga¬ 
tory expertise. The Maxwell 
case was effectively off-limits 
for any of the Big Six firms, 
all of whom had conflicts of 
interest. As the report says: 
“It proved difficult to identity 
a firm of sufficient capacity 
and with relevant expertise 
which Had no conflict of 
interest arising from other 
work related to the collapse of 
Maxwell-related companies. 
The work of the firm current¬ 
ly providing assistance has 
taken substantially longer 
than had been anticipated." 

As the Big Six is on the 
verge of becoming the Big 
Five, this situation will be¬ 
come worse. “Investigating 
an audit disaster is some¬ 
thing which may be very 
difficult to do without using 
the Big Five,” said Mr Dickson. In civil 
litigation both sides involved will have Big 
Five firms working for them. The conflicts just 
grow. The answer, as Clark Whitehil! beaver 
away at the Maxwell case, will be for more 
medium-sized firms to build the expertise. 

The final issue that would help rhe JDS is 
that of openness. Mr Dickson and Bill 
Morrison. The chairman of JDS. insist that 
they want encourage the opening up of their 
tribunal proceedings to the public But their 
hands are tied because neither the English, 
nor the Scots ICAs, which fund the JDS. have 
their own disciplinary proceedings open to 
public gaze. 

That loo should come with proposals for the 
new review board. But for the moment the 
JDS will have to plough its lonely, though 
ultimately productive, furrow. 



Robert 

Bruce 
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Equities halve early gains 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ©(-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Bacon brought home in some style 


CANNES: Geoff Brown sees a 
British film about the great painter 
take the film festival by storm 


L ast year Cannes cele¬ 
brated its fiftieth 
birthday with a collec¬ 
tion of films that by 
and large did not deserve any 
party hats and champagne. 
This year things are different 
Few of the films in competition 
have driven the critics to tip up 
their seats with a bang and 
make their dash for freedom. 

TYue, some directors have 
disappointed: Nanni Moretti, 
who won many hearts five 
years ago with Dear Diary, 
came a minor cropper with 
April another him diary full 
of musings on politics and 
anguish and pride over the 
birth of his son. but without its 
predecessor's universal ap¬ 
peal. But other di-_ 

rectors have 
bounced back smil¬ 
ing. John Boorman 
was last represent¬ 
ed by Beyond Ran¬ 
goon — a better title 
would have been 
Beyond Salvation. 

Happily, his new 
contender. The 
General, is his best 
film in years: dy¬ 
namic and funny, 

with much for an _ 

audience to think 
about. What, above all, do we 
make of the title character. 
Martin Cahill, a buccaneering 
Irish criminal whose buffoon- 
ish capers went hand in hand 
with ruthless violence, and 
who died in a storm of IRA 
bullets in 1994? 

One moment we laugh as he 
and his gang outwit authority; 
the next we cringe as he nails a 
suspected traitor's hand to the 
snooker table. Brendan 
Gleeson’s central performance 
is unforgettable, humanising 
the monster without taking 
away any of his fangs. More 
on tihis most stimulating film 
when it opens in London soon. 

last year at Cannes the 
Spice Girls were on hand to 
beat the drum for Cool Britan¬ 
nia. Somehow. Culture Secre¬ 
tary Chris Smith and Film 
Minister Tom Clarke have not 
set the flashbulbs going to the 
same extent. 

But British cinema is still 
out and about Deep down in 
the marker you can find, if you 
dare, the latest romp from 
Michael Winner, Parting 
Shots. Up in the official festi¬ 
val, you can feast eyes and 
mind on Love is the Devfl, a 
film destined to lift John 


6 John 
Boorman’s 
new film 
is his 
best in 
years 5 


Maybury, its director, up and 
away from fringe obscurity. 
“Study for a Portrait of Francis 
Baron" is its subtitle. Indeed, 
this is not the whole stoiy; 
Barony paintings are largely 
absent, while the narrative 
concentrates on the 1960s and 
Bacon’s stormy relationship 
with George Dyer, who came 
to burgle and stayed to be his 
model and lover. 

Derek Jacobi's musical 
voice helps to make Bacon 
appear nicer than he probably 
was, but visually he is the 
perfect stand-in. The film as a 
whole finds an admirable 
balance between Maybury "s 
experimental itch, nourishkl 
by years with Derek Jarman, 
and the need to 
convey convention¬ 
al matters tike rela¬ 
tionships, a story 
and a specific time 
and place. 

The same festival 
section, “Un Cer¬ 
tain Regard", 
houses All the Lit¬ 
tle Animals, the di¬ 
rectorial debut of 
Jeremy Thomas, 
whose portfolio as a 
_____ producer includes 
~~ work with Bernar¬ 
do Bertolucci. David Cronen¬ 
berg and Nicolas Roeg. His 
own way with the movie 
camera proves unexceptional, 
although there is something 
daring, f suppose, about mak¬ 
ing a film that appears to have 
no identifiable audience. 

In this adaptation of Walker 
Hamilton’s novel. Christian 
Bale plays a simple young 
adult who escapes from an 
ogreish stepfather by wander¬ 
ing the west country with John 
Hurt, burying wildlife killed 
by cars. Is Little Animals a 
family film for the green at 
heart? Not simple enough. 
Something thoughtful for the 
art houses? Too wet and 
whimsical. Better luck next 
time. Jeremy, if there is one. 

Luckily other new directors 
have made a stronger impres¬ 
sion. And none more so than 
Erick Zonca, a 41-year-old 
Frenchman whose competi¬ 
tion entry The Dream Life of 
Angels found more universal 
favour than the work of 
France’s established directors 
(less old-fashioned craftsman¬ 
ship and more substance 
would certainly have strength¬ 
ened Claude Miller's Class 
Trip). Zonca, however, found 



Derek Jacobi as Frauds Bacon in Love is the Devil, the film “destined to lift John Maybury, its director, up and away from fringe obscurity 9 " 


the perfect balance, keeping 
his directorial presence quiet 
and allowing his characters to 
bloom. They are young, ruth¬ 
less, barely scraping a living 
in Lille. Isa is sparky, Marie 
sullen; and we watch riveted 
as their friendship rises and 
falls. Both share the fiat of a 
woman and her daughter 
confined to hospital after a car 
crash. The woman dies; the 
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daughter lingers in a coma. 
Isa begins to feel a kinship, 
and sits by her bedside; but 
Marie just gets eaten up by 
negativity and a fruitless af¬ 
fair. * 

Elodie Bouchez and 
Natacha R6gnier make the 
girls’ relationship very credi¬ 
ble,- and whatever miseries are 
opened up. the film throbs 
wonderfully with compassion 
and understanding. 

P laced alongside this, 
Ingmar Bergman’s In 
the Presence of a 
Gown, showing out of 
competition, looks somewhat 
bloodless — although after 
such a long career the Swedish 
master, 80 in July, may easily 
be forgiven a few hardened 
arteries. The visual texture is 
unusually threadbare; this is a 
television play, filmed with 


extremely modest technical re¬ 
sources. 

But there are plenty of ideas 
bouncing around: ideas about 
creativity, spirituality and 
death, the borderlines between 
art and reality, and other 
Bergman favourites. The main 
character, too, is familiar he is 
Bergman’s Uncle Carl, an 
inventor introduced as a hos¬ 
pital psychiatric patient ob¬ 
sessed with Schubert in the 
mid-I92Gs. In the best part of 
the film he ventures into the 
provinces with his new cre¬ 
ation: a presentation of silent 
films with actors standing 
behind the screen, mouthing 
appropriate dialogue. Fuses 
blow and start a fire; there is 
also a ghostly female clown to 
contend with. Borje Ahlstedt 
heads a notable cast of 
Bergman regulars and the 
director’s fans, if not wider 


audiences, should find quiet 
rewards if and when ihe film 
surfaces in Britain. 

Happiness, the new film by 
Ibdd Solondz. should certain¬ 
ly reach our screens, although 
a little trimming would help 
this 140-minute trawl through 
the anguish and sexual long¬ 
ings of three New Jersey 
sisters, friends and neigh¬ 
bours. In Welcome to the 


Dollhouse. Solondz displayed 
keen insights into a teenager’s 
ugly adolescence. Here he digs 
deeper and risks upsetting 
audiences with the blunt com¬ 
ic coverage of private fanta¬ 
sies. masturbation and paedo¬ 
philia. A happy film? Far from 
it. Bui you keep watching, half 
embarrassed, half enthralled. 
So far. this is the film that has 
kept the critics talking. 



AjRM and 
compassionate” 

- Daily Telegraph 

DELICIOUS, 

UNEXPECTED 
TREAT” 

-The Mirror 

ossf 

GENUINELY MOVING COMEDY* 

- Guardian Guide 
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One of the most popular foreign language 
films of all time. 
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A star is 
reborn 


■ ALIEN 
RESURRECTION 
FoxPathe , IS, 1997 
THE last Alien sequel 
with Sigourney Weaver peM 
ishing at her own hands., Bui^ 
seeing is not believing so.;200 - 
years later, she is doned froni V 
a blood sample to fight offa/i 
new generation of alien beasts.. 
Weaver is a force to reckon 
with as the lithe, no-nonsense •' 
Ripley. Winona Ryder is less 
effective as the mysterious ; 
mechanic in a gang of metre- J 
naries who dock in space with ^ 
a cargo of frozen huraahs. ? 
French director Jean-Pierre^ 
Jeunet provides a novel J 
amount of bizarre humour.j 
although ghoulish spectadeT 
ultimately supplants the early * 
jokes, which is rather a pity. A * 
rental release. 

■ REGENERATION 
FoxPathe. IS, 1997 
WELCOME to Craiglockart 
Military Hospital in Edin¬ 
burgh in 1917, where sheik 


NEW ON 
VIDEO 


shocked victims of the First-* 
World War come under the •' 
care of Jonathan Pryce’s Dr i 
Rivers, a man increasingly - 
disturbed himself. Among his 
charges are Siegfried Sassoon, - 
(James Wilby), Wilfred Owen f 
(Simon Bunce) and a lad •; 
rendered mute by the trenches ■ ■ 
(Jonny Lee Miller). Gillies- 
MacKinnon’s powerful and 
poignant film haunts the mind / 
with its re-creation of wartime ’ 
horrors and the legacy they 
leave. Available to renL 

■ THE TANGO LESSON 
Artificial Eye. PG, 1997 

A BRAVE and enticing film 
from Sally Ftotter, chronicling 
her obsession with the tango. 
She plays herself, as does 
tango luminary Pablo Veron, 
who becomes her teacher. For 
Pbder. the tango becomes a 
way to explore the dynamics of 
power, and of aB love relation¬ 
ships and creative endeav¬ 
ours. The metaphor, though, 
is never belaboured as the 
impassioned pair dance away. 

■ THIEVES LIKE US 
Warner, 15,1973 
DOOMED lovers and social 
misfits: we have been here 
before. But Robert Altman 
directs with simple intensity 
and an amused eye. while 
Keith Carradine and Shelley 
Duvall seem as natural as the 
Mississippi locations. New to 
video. 

Geoff Brown 
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PICTURE OF THE YEAR’ 


- NEW YORK POST 


“Leagues beyond ‘Wings of the Dove’ and 
‘Portrait of a Lady’... charged and subtle”. 
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NEW MOVIES: James Christopher warms to the Hollywood satire The Real Blonde 


Bridgette Wilson is not The Real Blonde — which causes her no end of heartbreak 


Thumbs down for 
Blues Brothers 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 

■ BLUES BROTHERS 
2000 

Dorn Young, 19: Enough to 
give you the blues. An atro¬ 
cious movie. 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas, 2th 
_le in the audience 
l out — an indication of 
this film’s quality. 

Emma Roiph, 19: I haven't 
seen the original and if iris 
anything like this, 1 don’t want 
to. A definite worst film of the 
year nominee. 


Lun Brook. 19: Dan 
Aykroyd and John Goodman 
do their best but nothing can 
save this dire movie. 

■ STAR KID 

Done A cheap and cheerful 
kiddies movie. I’ve seen worse. 
Leslie: Obviously aimed at a 
family audience. Kids might 
like it, but it irritated me 
enormously. 

Emma: Joseph Mazzello gives 
a nice little performance in 
this funny sri-n drama. 
Laura: 1 didn’t like it, but 
children might go for it big 
time. 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


UGUY 

Dom: A flawed but original 
piece of film-making. Movie of 
the week, although it wasnt 
much of a contest 
Leslie: The story of a woman 
who constantly films a man 
she doesn’t know. Odd. yes, 
but very wa rehab! e. 

Emma: Dark and intriguing. 
Vincent DOnofrio is excellent. 
Laura: When the film's credi¬ 
bility is stretched, D’Onofrio’s 
strong performance saves the 
day. 


A t the heart of Tom 
DiCillo’s playful 
comedy, The Beal 
Blonde, there is a 
cynical truth that cuts to the 
bone of the movie industry. 
You can almost feel ii as the 
opening credits pore over a 
glossy portrait of a nubile, 
mostly naked, model. Her 
image suddenly shatters like a 
pane of glass to reveal a street 
scene in Manhattan where an 
elderly black woman has her 
dog stolen by a tramp, ft is this 
ludicrous gap between image 
and reality that obsesses Joe. 
an actor played by Matthew 
Modine. 

Joe cultivates the kind of 
idealism about “real'* acting 
that makes real people cringe. 
At 35, a jobbing upmarket 
waiter without a single mean¬ 
ingful acting credit to his 
name, Joe is the scourge of aO 
the fakes in the entertainment 
business. He scorns Bob. his 
English friend who lands a 
leading role in a soap opera. 
He loudly trashes sentimental 
films in public and pontifi¬ 
cates across the breakfast table 
to his girlfriend Mary (the 
wonderful Catherine Keener) 
about how women are exploit¬ 
ed. Not only does he seem 
sublimely oblivious to the fact 
that it is her job as a high- 
fashion makeup artist that 
pays most of the rent, but in 
his heart of hearts he probably 
wants a piece of this artificial 
pie as well. 

T he comedy resides on 
many levels. • but 
mostly in the fact that 
DiCiflo clearly cher¬ 
ishes Module’s hapless, mor¬ 
ally charged hero. On the 
streets Joe is something of a 
white knight, nearly getting 
himself shot when he comes to 
the aid of a woman. But in file 
audition room his integrity is 
snapped into a pile of twigs by 
a ferocious casting agent 
Forced to swallow his morals 
fur the sake of the rent Joe 
finds himself bouncing 
around in a bathing suit on a 
fake beach with 50 other 
beefcake extras in a Madonna 
(note: not a natural blonde) 
video. Being Joe, however, he 
thinks he has been hand- 
picked The well-worn (ruth is 
that in a world obsessed with 
the artificial, ideals means 
notiung at all. 

The technical ingenuity of 
DiCillo’s film is the way he 
stylishly cross-stitches Joe'S 
life with those of his peers who 
are making h, or faking it, as 
artists, actors and models. The 
cameo performances are razor 
sharp: Christopher Lloyd as a 
camp maJtre dT Kathleen 
Turner as a vampish fashion 
photographer. But if Modified 
Joe provides the spine to the 
satire of The Real Blonde. 
Maxwell Caulfield’S oily Bob 
is its soul. 

This an inspired piece of 
casting. Blessed with a sleazy 
arrogance. Caulfield's insin¬ 
cere Bob lands a leading part 
on top soap opera Passion 
Crest as the dastardly Dirk. 
While those around him find 
spiritual fulfilment in Disney 
films and horoscopes. Bob 
aches for a woman with real 
blonde hair. However his 
(blonde) cottar (Daryl Han¬ 


Tti 





DOORS now ope 


Shiny on top 

and dark 
at the roots 


nah) routinely humiliates him, 
while his peroxide girlfriend 
(Bridgette Wilson) threatens to 
commit suicide because he 
won't come home. 

One feds that Woody Allen, 
New York’s most astute voy¬ 
eur. would be tempted to over¬ 
egg the ironies that DtCtilo 
teases from these bedrooms, 
restaurants and occasionally 
the street DiCiflo never 
pushes, even when the pace of 
his film becomes somewhat 
mired in failing relationships. 
It is a real joy to find a director 
other than Allen who believes 
the word is mightier than the 
budget, even if his film could 
well prove too subtle for major 
box office takings. 

The same cannot be said of 
Bines Brothers 2000, which 
employs a cast list of Old 
Testament proportions and 
whose stunt centrepiece is a 
car chase that ends in a 
spectacular haystack of police 
cars. Ring any sirens? Dan 
Aykroyd jacks up more or less 
'where he left off with the 
original Blues Brothers cult 
hit of 18 years ago: “on a 
mission from God" to convert 
the world. Most of the cast and 
presumably most of the in¬ 
tended audience for this up¬ 
dated song and dance 
spectacular were already con¬ 
verted back in 1980. 

The big question is who is 
going to plug the sizeable gap 
left by the late John Behishi, 
aka Elwood’s stumpy, beer- 
guzzling sidekick Jake: Step 
forward John Goodman. 
Roseanne’s slightly heavier 
half, who squeezes into the 
familiar black drainpipe suit, 
pork pie hat and bitumen 
shades to take on toe role of 
Mighty Mack. 

It is a shrewd gamble. 
Goodman pulls much more 
than his weight as a singer. 
But. to cover afl the bases. 
Aykroyd's robotic charmer, 
Elwood, recruits two more 
scats: J. Evan BonifanFs ten- 
year-old orphan, Buster, who 
sings like Jimmy Osmond and 


Styl 

defi 


The Real Blonde 

Virgin Haymarket 

15.110 mins 
ylish satire that’s 
efinitefy not fake 

Blues Brothers 
2000 

Odeon Marble Arch 
PG, 124 mins 
Updated cult musical 
with same old tunes 

Salut Cousin! 

CuiTon Phoenix 

15.110 mins 
Grainy portrait of 
Algerians in Paris 

Guy 

ABC Piccadilly 
15,94 rains 

Insane candid camera 

Star Kid 

Warner West End 
PG, 100 mins 
Dire sd-fi fantasy 
with rubber aliens 


dances like Michael Jackson; 
and Joe Morton who, for toe 
purposes of racial harmony, is 
Elwood’s long-lost blade step¬ 
brother. CabeL 

Cabel doesn’t come easy. He 
is the Commander of the 
Illinois State Police, and has 
the kind of interest in Elwood 
that Chief Inspector Dreyfus 
entertained for Inspector 
CJouseau. 

Predictably, much of John 
Landis* film is lifted from his 
original template. Fresh from 
jail. Elwood* mission is to put 
the old band together again. It 
takes roughly four minutes 
before the first warrant goes 
out for his re-arrest, but by this 
time toe Blues Brothers have 
also had to deal with the 
Russian Mafia and a rabid 
right-wing militia group con¬ 
vinced that the Bhies Brothers 
Band is a Jewish communist 
conspiracy. 

The rally palpable difference 


is toe expense incurred by the 
lush cinematography, the even 
more expensive mayhem 
Elwood leaves in his wake 
and, it has to be said, a new 
soundtrack of songs that many 
would consider essential lis¬ 
tening. Songs like Steve Crop¬ 
per and Eddie Floyd’s 634- 
5799. performed by Floyd. 
Wilson “Wicked" Pickett and 
Jonny Lang, and Sonny Boy 
Williamson’s Checkin’pp On 
My Baby, performed by Lon¬ 
nie Brows, Junior WeUs and 
the Bhies Brothers Band could 
and should become collectors' 
hems. 

As Elwood cajoles the old 
band out of their Lucrative jobs 
and back cm the road. Landis 
has fun turning their new 
workplaces into Busby Berke¬ 
ley set pieces. Aretoa Franklin 
reprises her classic Resped in 
a Mercedes Benz retail outlet 
James Brown has a second 
coming as the Reveraid 
Cleopnus James in a tent; and 
drummer Willie Hall 'is 
plucked from his strip club 
which seems to be staffed by a 
synchronised regiment of half- 
nude future Miss World con¬ 
testants. 

Needless to say, Elwood’s 
mission is a triumph of nostal¬ 
gia over the commercialism 
and the various new evils of 
the 1990s. For all the high-tech 
effects, this is probably the 
most wholesome old-fash¬ 
ioned musical since 
Oklahoma!. 

There is nothing particular¬ 
ly wholesome about Merzak 
AHouache ’s Sain t Cousin!, a 
deceptively slight tale about a 
young Algerian who arrives in 
Paris to pick up a suitcase of 
new clothes and take it bade to 
Algiers. Amo’s long-lost cousin 
Mok puts him up in his 
squalid lodgings. Eager to 
show off his Parisian creden¬ 
tials, Mok, an aspiring rock 
poet, takes his unsophisticated 
cousin to gigs where his 
dreadful raps ~ somewhat 
insanely based on the chil¬ 
dren's stories of La Fontaine— 


are rightly booed off stage. 
AlQo, who doesn’t know much 
better, is suitably impressed. 

It rapidly becomes dear that 
Mok is on a monorail to deep 
trouble. Up to his eyeballs in 
gambling debts and sleeping 
with toe local gangster's girl¬ 
friend. he is forced into a 
paper wedding to stave off his 
debtors. By the time Alilo 
rumbles that all is not right 
with Mok’s world, Allouache’S 
shaky, hand-held camera has 
moved seamlessly from a com¬ 
ic dash of subcultures to a 
clear-eyed portrait of local 
racism and tarnished dreams. 

Shot mainly from Auto's 
upbeat perspective, this por¬ 
trait of those who still dream 
of Algiers and those who have 
long buried their memories 
and moved on is a modest, 
subtitled success. 

I n my capacity as a dra¬ 
ma critic, I have spent far 
too long ’ polishing my 
resentment of "cutting 
edge" shows in far-flung 
fringe theatres to warm to 
Michael lindsay^Hogg’s ex¬ 
perimental film. Guy. 

A young female film-maker 
finds an unsuspecting strang¬ 
er called Guy on a street 
corner and follows him relent¬ 
lessly, camera on shoulder, for 
no perceptible reason. “Why 
are you following me around? 
Do 1 know you? What does 
your boyfriend think?" Guy 
(Vincent D’Onofrio) responds 
— all reasonable questions, 
which is more than can be said 
for most of toe script But for 
reasons better known to him¬ 
self. Guy submits to this 
insane intrusion and lets her 
follow him around and ruin 
his life. 

The idea of a fly-in-the-face 
documentary might be (feel¬ 
ingly interesting, but by the 
tone we have followed Guy 
into the lavatory and watched 
him urinate what little sympa¬ 
thy one has with this psycho¬ 
pathic piece of voyeurism goes 
down toe plughole. 

Which brings us neatly to 
Manny Cote'S execrable sci¬ 
ence fiction film. Star Kid. 
Here the 12-year-old Spencer 
(Joseph MazzeDo) gets to beat 
up the school bully and save 
his would-be girlfriend wherta 
“cyborsuit- falls from outer 
space. Climbing into the suit 
gives Spencer supernatural 
powers. 

However, be also has to 
save the Earth from various 
animated pieces of alien rub¬ 
ber before his overworked 
father and feisty older sister 
welcome him bade to the 
bosom of his AB-American 
family. What I want to know is 
— isn’t it about time that the 
Martians won? 
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see it and make up your own mind.” 


The Mirror SIMON ROSE 


u 


...prepare to be stunned...” 


The-Daily Star ALAN PRANK 


it 


...best film so 
far this year...” 

HarpcnA Queen HUGO WUXMACS 


...Irons and Swain 
are superb...” 


Total Film ANDY LOWE 
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■ LISTINGS 

Glyndeboume opens 
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OPERA 

Philip Glass flops 


LONDON 

COPENHAGEN- MchxJ Blatemcre 
directs Mctuel Frayn's new play, 
magtrtng tha reasons behind iha 
cunous vtsA paid by the German 
phyadffl HeiMrfcerg to Nets Bohr n 
1941 Witfi Matttiem Marsh. David Bute 
and Sara Kmutman 
Nation*] (CoaestoeJ. Scum Be/*. SHi 
<0171-452 3000] Prevtews from tonghl. 
730pm Opens May 28,7pm. In 
repertoire G 

THE SHOEMAKER'S WONDROUS 
WIFE/DON PEHUUPUN: Absolute 
Tbeaire celebrate Lorca's cantBnary 
itftfia double bin (the fir* a British 
premiere)' passionate tragHarces to do 
«*ft fettraeasnsss. real or suspected 
BAC. Lavender HB.SWll (0171-323 
2323) Opens lortgit Bpm. Then Tue- 
SaL 8pm. Sun 6pm Until June 7 fi 

TAKE AWAY: Stephen Cferfc's new 
piay far Mu-Laxi Rvatre Company, set in 
a London Take Anay where it» Chow 
(amity sons may haw become 
"benanas" — yeOow s*un but white on 
tbe inside 

Lyric Studio. King Street. 

HannwnsmWi, WB <0181-741 
8701/2311) Opens tonghl. 8pm Than 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Sal. 4 30pm g) 

THE TURNING WORLD: Ttw 
proKJCathne avant-garde Belgian 
choreographra Anns Theresa Da 
Keersnaaker and ha company Rosas 
open trie rtamational darue wasan 
here wte two performances 
MfaAosmos, set to muse by Bartdk 
and UgaL. A UK premiere 
Queen EBzabeth Hall. South Bank, 

SE110171-0604242) Tomtit and 
Irmornw. 745pm © 

ELSEWHERE 

BRIGHTON: Today's festival 
program* offer 3 iwo prenaerBs Fast 
cfl tha man. » Beech Hut, tha latest 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Martt Hargle 


nort* front Lea Anderson The 
imovstite choreographer's ai Hamate 
dance-group the Chotnondateys and 
its male counterpart it« 
FrjatharstonahauBha w* Join torero lor 
a free performance on the How Lawns 
ai B 30pm, uUh (ulnar performances 
on Fn. Sat and Sun in the Dome al 
715pm ma Symphony Orchestra erf 
Randars joins tho Brighton Festwsl 
Chams and New Sussex OpwaChorua 
under the baton of OeMd Angus (ora 
concert parfotmence oi ShosuriuCMch's 



Nigel Kennedy plays 
Hendrix in Warwick 


orcfwstrawn d Muasorgskys opera 
Boris Godunov-A cast ot ane 
wemattonef stood uvulas John 
Tominaon and Orvyma HowaB. 
Festival Bo* Office: (01273 709709) 

GLYNDEBQURNE: Tha Glyndobourw 
Festival Opara season gats off to a 
Bdrdng start with Gtaham Vick's new 
production of Mozart's iragtaarnedy 
Cotd tan tube Andrew Davis conducts 
tha Ptntharmonte Orchestra and me 
Gtyndaboums Choros, with Barbara 
Fnuofl and Kaiawia Kanxius in tha rotes 
rtf the entrapped sister* and ALan Opfe 
as the cynical Don AKonso 
GtyiKtetaowne, Near Lewes, East 
Sussex <01873-813813] Today. 6pm - 

WARWICK.- Laairvj vWtrr virtuoso 
Niger Kennedy teams up with pianist 
John Lenenan id play new . 
arrangements of worfca from tha 
classical and conjetwpotray repertoire 
ranging from Brahms to Hendrix. The 
ewnvg's programme is drawn bom 
worts to be inducted m a recordng due 
out laser in the year. 

Warwick Arte Centra, Lfonwsrfyo) 
Warwick. Coventry (01203 624524] 
Tonight, Bpm. Q 

LONDON GALLERIES 

British Museum: Watercokxrs by 
JMW Turner from the R W. Lloyd 
Bequest (0171-323 8525) . Brunei: 
Rupa Malaysia 1 A decade at Art, 1987- 
1997 (0171-323 6233] Dulwteft: 
ftaty n the Age Ql Turner <0101-^3 
5264] I ta yw i nd: Anoh Kapoor 
(0171-9283144) . National Henry 
Moore and the Nabonal Gallery (0171- 
747 28851 . Notional Portrait High 

Society Edwarcaan Photographs 
<0171-308 0055) . Royal Academy 

Hoty Rusta. Icons and tha rise cA 
Mcsoon- (0171-300 30001 ■ Tate: Per 
Kirkaby(0171-887 0000} . VBA 
The Prnrar o< #» PcraertOl 7i-938 
8349)8441) 


■ CHICAGO Rbvb« 1 version oi the 
cetebraled Kander & Etta rnucical 
dVevSedlyIVaffer Bubbrs Amutn-Tony 
wra on Broadway last year Starring 
Ruitte Henshal. Ute Lemper, Henry 
Goodman and Nigel Planer. 

Adetphi. Strand. WC2 (0171-344 
00551 MorhSat. Spm. man Wed and 
SaL 230pm 0 

□ EDNA — THE SPECTACLE! The 
Dame is back. aUngtiUsfi in tha rruscal 
fira hall but in eptendd withering torn 
for the aafience interaction 
Theatre Royal Havmartwi SW1 
[0171-930 8800) Mon-SaL 730pm: mai 
SaL 3pm B 

□ FRANZ SKA First wer English 
performance ol Wedeklref a 1911 drama, 
his last nTcortanr piay. presented by 
irago a female Faust seifs her sou lor 
cabaret tame 

Gate Theatre, Pmaz AJOert Pub, tl 
Pentoridga Road. Wli 10171-2230706) 
McrvSnJ 730pm Until June 6 

□ HYMN TO LOVE Elizabeth 
MansffeU performs Edith PtaTs songs on 
a show devoted to her life and work, 
wnner? Oy Sieve TraRord. tfi reded by 
AnnLeCasttedme 

Dril Halt Chanfes Street Wi (0171- 
6378270) Tue-Sal7 30pm UnU Junes 

■ THE ICEMAN COMETH. Eugene 
O Ned's long bur magnificent drama on 
Ok comforts of sefl-rtecepton HovvanJ 
Davasdracts a graai cast led by Rupert 
Graves. Clarke Paters. Kern Spacey 
AbneMaTheatre. 108 Almeida StreeL 
HI (0171-359 4404) Mon-Sal. 7pm mat 
SaL 1 30pm UnNMay23 Q 


THEATRE GUIDE 


i'9 aaseasmorit 
ng in London 

■ House full, returns only 
B Some seals avaSable 
-□ Seats at all prices 


□ AN IDEAL HUSBAND Now In <1E 
fifth London theatre. Peter Hal's 
entelent production, brnnfei ol 
deceptuRG With Chrwopher Cazenow. 
Kate O' Mara and Sutton Ward 
Aflwy. St Martin's Lane, WC2 (D17I- 
369 1730) Mon-Sau 7.45pm. metslhu. 
3pm and Sat. 4pm 

□ MAJOR BARBARA Jerrvna 
Ffedgrava plays tha Saivahcn Army 
heroine in Peter Hall's production of 
Shaw's Arrays finely drama adorn the 
Crimea! poverty 

PkxadHIy Theatre. Denman Street. 

WI <0171-36917341 Torvqtd Sat 
7 45pm. mai SaL 7 45pm ti repoinire 

□ MARCEL MAHCEAU- The creator 
ol Bip returns with a troupe o<12 other 
rrw»» jtGfs and a new show The 
Bcwfer Hal. set m London between Die 
world wars 

OW Vie, Watettoo Rd, SEU0171-328 
76161 Tie-Sal 746pm. matt Thur and 
Sat 3pm Sun mat 3pm Bip 
S3 THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND/BLACK COIffiDY Inspired 
coupling ol Stoppard's parody 
whodunit and Shaffer's ugtu -tar-dark 


farce Greg Doran's axo^ert cast 
mchjties Desmond Bamt. Da<4d 
Termart. Sara Crowe and Mchola - 
McAuHfe 

Comedy Theatre, Panton Street. SWi 
(0171-3681731) Mon-Sat, 7 30pm: 
mats Wed Bnd Sat. 3pm. 

■ SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER The 
film mrecal on stags: snaka-hlpped 
Adam Garna plays tire dvap with his 
aiminiha an Ejiastingrr*aa 
London Paflatflum. Argyl Street Wi 
(0171 -494 50201 Mon-Sal. 7.30pm. 
mao Wed and Sat 2 30pm ® 

B SWEET CHARITY The By 
Spender musical from 19G7. revived with 
Bornte Lanj^ard and Mark Wynw. 

Carof Meto^fediraaB 
Victoria Palace, Vttorfe Sl SW 1 
(0)71-834 (3)7). in prevlwv7.30pm. 
Opens May 19.7pm Then Mon-SaL 
7 30pm, mats Wed, Sal 3pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothers Phoenix (0171 -389 
1733) . . DCats New London (0171- 
406 0072) B Grease Carrtondge 
(0171-494 50801 B An Inspector 

Cana Gantt* (0171 -494 5085) . 

B Lbs Mlstfrabies-Palace (0171-434 

0909) . B Mss Sakjon Drury Lana 

(Q171-494 5400) □The 

Mousetrap'Sr Martin's (0)71-836 
1443) □ Smokay Joe's Cafe 

Prince oTWate (0171-839 5987) 

B Starlight Expre ss ' Apofio Victoria 
(0171-4166054) □ The Woman 
In Black. Fortune 10171-8382238) 

Ticket information supplied by Society 
oi London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 


DSP IMPACT (13- Hurtling comer 
threatens the earth Carctward 
characters Wkot ihetr own damage 
Robert Dln^I. Tea Leon and EBph 
Wood star Mm Leder directs 
ABCs: Baker Street (0171-836 6148) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171-638 
8148) Empne (0993-888 990) 
Greenwich (0181-235 3005) Odaon 
Marble Arch fl?ia 1-315 42)6/ uci 
WhlteleysQ (0990 888990) Virgins: 
Fulham Road (0670-907 071)) 
Trocadara G (0870-907 07161 

LIAR 08)' Suspected murderer plays 
psychotojfcal gamas wlh his 
■Kerrogatora More style than 
substance r ihrs US hdapendent film 
*Wf» TtTi Both, Mehad Rooker. Cfrns 
Pam Directors. Jonas and Joshua Pam. 
Odeon*: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-3154214) 
Swiss Cauaga 10181-315 4220) 
Virgins: Fulham Road (0870-907 071D 
Hoyroarkrt (0870-907 0712) . 

LIVE FLESH (181 PadroAimodovai's 
latest a succulent and absorbing iale of 
love, desire, gum and revenge, adapted 
from Ruth Rendel 
Barbican 6 (0171-638 8891) 

Ciapham Picture House (0171 -498 
3323) Curaons: Mnema (0171-389 
1723) West End 10171-36S 1722) Gal* 
® (0171-727 4043) Odaon Camden 
Town (OIB1-315 42551 RBzy (0171-737 
2121) Screan/Green (0171-226 3520) 
Virgin Chelsea (0870-907 0710) 

THE MAN WHO KNEW TOO LfTTLE 
(12)' Name Amertcxar w London (B4I 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
fitms In London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol*) 
on release across the country 


Murray) gets hlmseM mistakan for a 
hred assassin Strained comedy, with 
f^tw Gaffepher ana Joanna wriaftey 
Director, JdhAmel 

Wrgbi TrocaderoG (0870-9070716) 
Warner B [0171-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ BREAKDOWN f 15) KirtRussefi 
and wife, crossing the Stares by car, <al 
prey In exterttonlsts n the desert Tense 
thri ter. with J T Walsh Director. 

Jonathan Moslow. 

Odeons: Haymaricet iQl Bl-3154212) 
Kensington (0181-3154214) Marttie 
Arch (0181-315 4216) Swiss Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) West End (0181-315 
4221) UCf WhfMeys fi (0990 BSfflSO) 

♦ MARTHA— MEET PRANK, 

DANIEL AND LAURENCE (T5). Three 
London Inends gel entangled writ a 
vetting American PallicI i9SOswnxxiof 
a swinging 1 Mbs comedy With Monica 
Potter, Bufos Sewed Tom HoUender and 
Joseph Fiennes Director. Nick Hamm 
Greemrich (0181-235 3005) Odeons: 
CamdanTown (OlBl-315 4255)' 
Kanstogtm (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0181-315 4216) Swfaa Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) West End (0181-315 


4221) Ud WhfMeys Q (0900 888990] 
Virgin CtntoM (0870^070710) 

• MIDNIGHT M THE GARDEN OF 
GOOD AND EVH. (15)'New York 
pirrefe: gets (nvotved in a sensational 
Savannah muder Dial. Absortwig 
character study, based or real fife, with 
Kami Spacey and John Cusack 
WamerG (Ot 71-4374343) 

• SCREAM 2 (18)-Nne Campbel 
aid tha hooded krter return in tha sequel 
to Wes Craven's atuberant post¬ 
modern slasher movie Not as good as 
before, but fans my Hock regardless. 
Odeons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Marble Arch (0181-315 4216/ Swiss 
Cottage (0181-315 4220) Ptaaa Q 
(0990 888990) UO WMMeysG [0990 
888990) Wgins: Fulham Road (0870- 
907 071 l)TVocadoro 0(0670-907 
0716) Wamerfi (0171-437 4343) 

SHALL WE DANCE? (PG): Mddfe- 
a^d bustoessman gels a new lease of 
Ug Yrhen ha learns Ixfroom dancing. 
Fnendy Japanese hit Nm 
Chetoaa (0171-351 3742) Ctaptam 
Picture House (0171-498 3323) 

Curwi Mayfair (0171-380 172(8 
Richmond (0181-3320030) RBzy 
(0171 -737 2121) Screen/Baicar Street 
(0171-935 2772) Screen/HBIG (0171- 
4353366) 

• U TURN (16) Lust vfotence and 
^eed In a small Arizona town 
Outlandish, punty and (angling delight 
from dredor Ohrer Stone. With Sean 
Ram, NkJi Hoke and Jenmter Lopez. 
WamerG (0171-437 4343) 


Wigan’s 

chosen 

phew 


T here is a pub in a 
remote village in Co 
Clare where the 
house band, led by 
Ted, a one-legged man with a 
white beard, regularly slips a 
cover of the Verve’s seminal 
No 1 single. The Drugs Don’t 
Work, into its repertoire of 
traditional Irish ballads. 

But what is most intriguing 
is that it never seems out of 
place, because in essence it is a 
folk song. Only a year after its 
release, it already sounds as 
timeless as any of the celebrat¬ 
ed standards in its company. 

When the Verve themselves 
play the song midway through 
their concert in Dublin's Point 
Depot the circumstances are 
somewhat different; there are 
8,000 fanatical disciples sing¬ 
ing along in the spacious 
docklands arena, none of 
whom is permitted to drink or 
smoke in the auditorium. And 
even though it has been played 
to death on the radio, it soil 
sends a shiver scuttling up the 
spine. Such is the measure of 
the Verve's phenomenal trans¬ 
formation from under-achiev¬ 
ing indie also-rans to unit- 
shjfring rock monsters. 

Main man Richard Ashcroft 
is in particularly fine form 
because this very day, he tells 
die crowd, he has 1 learnt that 
Urban Hymns , the band’s 
third bite at the cherry, has 
gone ten times platinum in 


TfesoVorvo 

Dublin: 

Ireland. Similarly, it has spent 
so long in the UK Top Ten that 
it couId claim squatters ’ righ ts. 
“Real music doesn’t usually 
sell.” barks Ashcroft- “And we 
mean it. man." 

Indeed integrity, honesty' 
and sincerity are the core 
qualities in the Verve’s design 
for life. If anything, they- take 
themselves a little too serious¬ 
ly ; the ballast and bluster of 
This is Music, for instance, is a 
trifle narcissistic. But at their 
best, as on Space and Time, 
with.its dreamy wide-screen 
guitars and elemental lyrics, 
they explore the landscape of 
the heart with missionary zeal, 
displaying a depth of soul 
more commonly associated 
with the legends of Motown or 
Blue Note. 

Ashcroft on stage is a high- 
tension wire of passionate 
intensity, his quick, jerky- 
movements the physical ex¬ 
pression of an emotional rest¬ 
lessness. Whether he is 
jumping into the security pit or 
mounting the drum dais or 
just swiping at the air with his 
right hand, it's hard to take 
your eyes off someone as 
driven as he seems to be. 
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Richard Ashcroft and The Verve have gone from indie hopefuls to mainstream idols 


The rest of the band keep 
their heads down and get on 
with it; if Ashcroft is the epic 
soul-searcher, guitarist Nick 
McCabe and his colleagues 
are static shoe-gazers, laying 
down extended (occasionally 
over-extended) classic rock 


grooves with a minimum of 
fuss. Bittersweet Symphony 
got the foot stamp of approval 
from the balcony and during 
the encore History sounded as 
mercurial as ever. 

Although this was the first 
night of their European tour. 


the Verve played like a band 
fast approaching their peak. 
On this form their homecom¬ 
ing gig in Wigan's Haigh Hall 
on Sunday could be one of the 
highlights of the year. 

Nick Kelly 


OPERA: A multi-media Philip Glass in 3D; plus classic one-acters by Purcell and Charpentier 


Monstrous 

anticlimax 



“THEATRE up until this point has 
basically been rooted in 19lb-century 
technology with a few bells and 
■whistles," according to Jedediah 
Wheeler, co-producer qf the latest 
Philip Glass/Robert Wilson collabor¬ 
ation, Monsters of Grace, which, by 
contrast, he considers to be “21st- 
century theatre". The claims made for 
this “digital opera in three dimen¬ 
sions" have been great indeed, but the 
muted applause at the premiere on 
Tuesday night said it all. 

Monsters of Grace (the opening 
show of BITE&8, the Barbican’s first 
international theatre season) is a 70- 
minute multi-media work interweav¬ 
ing live action with digitally animated 
stereoscope. For the latter we were 
provided with special 3D glasses to 
appreciate the computer-generated im¬ 
ages projected onto a large screen. The 
effects were cleverly executed and at 
their best mesmerising. In the live 
scenes, too. one could admire the 


poised choreography enacted by the 
four “Performers", directed in classic 
slow-morion Wilson style. Occasional¬ 
ly a stage picture caught the attention 
— a woman whose train unfolded 
across the stage, a thin man on stilts 
with a black hat 

To search for meaning is doubtless 
to miss the point, but is it clinging to 
old-fashioned narrative values to ask 
ivhy a woman was flicking water in a 
fish tank while men fell over? Glass's 
dues about the title refer to the state of 
grace that elevates us monsters from 
the human to the divine. But I picked 
up no such resonance from Wilson’s 
images, nor from Coleman Barks's 
crassly hip translation of the poetry by 
the 13th-century ft?rsian mystic 
Jalahiddin Rumi. 

Something might have been 
salvaged from all this if only the score 
were not so irredeemably trite. The 
music chugs tediously on, arpeggios 
unevenly executed by the Philip Glass 
Ensemble, lyrics indifferently sung try 
four vocalists. 

Monsters of Grace strikes me as the 
epitome of a culture so unsure of itself 
that it actually celebrates the banal, the 
vacuous and the amateurish. If this is 
21 st-century theatre, then there is even 
more to be pessimistic about in the new 
millennium than I had feared. 

Barry 

Millington 


Rollicking 

couple 


Acteon/IHdoaiid 

AaHASD * - 

—■•. . IwnCotl •. „ 


Vtf: 


St John's Smitti Square „ 


THE 


of Charpentiers and 


pairing 

Purcell's one-acters in a double bill is 
neat, and not just because hunting 
plays a part in both. Much ink has 
been spilt on the subject of the 
influence of the French school on the 
first tragically shortlived British opera 
composer, and hearing two pieces on 
the same scale is as instructive as it is 
rewarding. 

Charpentier had the advantage of 
the better (and anonymous) libretto 
and made the most of it, tailoring the 
music to dramatic needs rather than to 
the demands of form; the chorus 
interrupting Juno, Queen of Heaven, 
before she has quite finished her first 
tirade and then protesting volubly at 
the injustice of Addon’s fate must nave 
seemed shockingly bad manners in the 
1680s. And there's a vein of saucy 
Gallic wit in the story: neither those 
bathing nymphs nor the peeping-tom 


huntsman are quite as innocent as they 
pretend to be. 

Action's transformation into a stag, 
his lines gradually becoming frag¬ 
mented, is a passage of pure genius, as 
is the orchestral interlude that follows; 
Purcell too has his moment of genius in 
Dido’s Lament, but the level of 
inspiration in all that surrounds it 
v can? quite match Charpentier’s easily 
£ Sowing melodies and-faultless com¬ 
mand of dramatic pace, or so it seemed 
in these excellent concert performances 
by the Early Opera Company, Chris¬ 
tian Cumyn did more than just draw 
beautifully airy textures and lightly 
sprung rhythms from his fine players: 
he gave both pieces their lull dramatic 
weight in readings of due gravity. 

Opera-goers weaned on Wagner and 
Verdi traditionally detea a hint of the 
vegetarian in early music perfor¬ 
mances. but there was precious little 
bloodless about James Oxley’s warmly 
phrased Action, certainly not about 
Sally Bruce-Payne’s rollicking Juno 
and Sorceress. As Belinda, Jeni Bari'S " 
soprano had substance as weil as 
brightness, and she joined Mhairi 
Lawson for a sprightly duo of Witches. 
Louise Motts firm, satin-sheeny tone 
was perfect for Dido: her poised 
singing of the Lament held the full, 
appreciative house breathless. A huge¬ 
ly rivilised evening. 

RODNEY MlLNES 
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Acting is food and drink to them 


As a Chichester cast tucks into pasta 
onstage, Daniel Rosenthal savours other 
great moments of dramatic haute cuisine 


FI 


|or 20 years the director 
Jude Kelly has successfully 
tackled stage tragedy and 
—- comedy; from next week, 
audiences will judge her expertise 
with stage crockery. This new 
speciality has been honed during 
rehearsals for her Chichester pro¬ 
duction of Eduardo de Filippo’s 
Saturday, Sunday... and Mon¬ 
day, a Neapolitan domestic comedy 
whose first and second acts unfold 
as an immense meal is prepared 
and served with ritualistic care. 

tike Arnold Wesker in The 
Kitchen or David Hare in The 
Judas Kiss and Skylight , de Filippo 
knows how effectively a fired-up 
stove can show us a character’s true 
colours, in Act I of 
Saturday, Sunder/, set 
in 1959. Rosa Priore 
(Dearbhla Molloy) and 
her maid. Virginia 
(Moya Brady), diop, 
slice and season the 
ingredients while rela¬ 
tives and friends pass 
through their kitchen. 

Kelly, the artistic direc¬ 
tor of the West York¬ 
shire Playhouse, says 
that the nod for Molloy 
and Brady to follow two 
sets of cues — the 
script’s and the recipe's — makes 
this an immensely demanding play 
for the actors. 

"In life, people preparing a big 
meal talk to you very distractedly 
because they're thinJang about the 
cooking.*’ she says. “But Dearbhla 
and Moya have to concentrate on 
their lines and their cooking.” 

Act n's Sunday lunch causes the. 
er, simmering tensions between 
Rosa and her suspicious shopkeep¬ 
er husband, Peppino (David 
Suchet), to boil over — but not 
before the company enacts a stage 
direction which requires plates to 
be passed along a table “from hand 
to hand, like juggling clowns in an 
equestrian arcus”. De Filippo also 
stipulates that the sizes of portion 
dished out by Rosa must reflect 
precisely each diner’s personality. 
“We have spent hours and hours on 
that moment." says Kelly, “and the 


actors have eaten cold pasta again 
and again." 

The Saturday, Sunday set con¬ 
tains a working oven, bur is 
nothing like as elaborate as Mark 
Thompson's design for the 1994 
revival of 77ie Kitchen. Thompson 
transformed the Royal Court stalls 
into a gleaming grid of ovens and 
work surfaces, in which 28 chefc. 
porters and waitresses mimed the 
preparation and dispatch of hun¬ 
dreds of meals. 

That production's -director. Ste¬ 
phen Daldry, recalls how. in re¬ 
hearsal. the actors “got very 
possessive, saying These are my 
utensils, no one else can use theni' 
—just like real chefs.” 

_ For Wesker, who 

based The Kitchen on 
his Fifties experiences 
as a pastry chef at Le 
Rafiye, a large restau¬ 
rant in Paris, cooking is 
inherently theatrical: 
“I've used it a lot in my 
plays, but only to reveal 
character, never as an 
end in itself." 

The most virtuoso bit 
of stage cookery in 
Wesker’S workoccurs in 

_ The Four Seasons, 

when Adam (played in 
the original. 1964 production by 
Alan Bates) makes an apple strudel 
in an unsuccessful attempt to cheer 
up his lover, Beatrice. “Bates had to 
roll pastry into a small oval, then 
pull it across a table with the back 
of his hand until it was paper thin 
without making any holes.” 
Wesker says. “That got a round of 
applause every nighL" 

Bates’s duties were more de¬ 
manding but less dangerous than 
those of Richard Clarke, currently 
on Broadway playing Sandy 
Moffatt, the Cadogan Hotel maitre 
d’ who cooks for Liam Neeson’s 
Oscar Wilde in The Judas Kiss. 
Though only minutes remain be¬ 
fore he is due to flee for France. 
Hare's hungry Oscar must still 
dine in style, so Moffatt ignites a 
spirit lamp and prepares a creamy 
sauce for lobster d TAmtricaine. 

“I get a little steam going, to let 


6 The 

actors have 
eaten cold 
pasta 
again and 
again 5 


Leaving the audience hungry for more: David Suchet (no ham actor he) prepares for his umpteenth mouthful in Saturday, Sunday ... and Monday at Chichester 


the audience see it's for real, but the 
key is to do everything quietly," 
says Clarke. “Because of the strict 
fire laws in New York, my costume 
has had to be fireproofed. There 
were no objections from the fire 
brigade when we opened at the 
Playhouse in March, so I suppose 
self-immolation is OK in the West 
End." 

Hare and Judas Kiss director 
Richard Eyre began their culinary 
collaboration in 1995 with Skylight. 


From the moment Tom Sergeant, 
the wealthy restaurateur, arrives in 
the spartan flat of teacher Kyra 
Hollis, his ex-lover, every step in 
their extraordinary reunion dance 
is made in time with the prepara¬ 
tion of her spaghetti supper. His 
every niggling comment about her 
methods C Are you putting the chilli 
in first?”) was indicative of the gulf 
between them. 

The original Kyra, Lia Williams, 
cooked opposite Midtael Gam¬ 


bon’s Tom more than 200 times. 
and believes “cooking is fantastic 
because the audience can smdl it— 
and if you can smell it you really 
are within the room, not sitting 
outside, it's a brilliant device 
because Kyra spends the whole of 
the first act displacing herself from 
a confrontation with Tom. and 
cooking is perfect for that because 
your attention is elsewhere.” 

You can observe a similar ten¬ 
sion in the opening moments of 


Sean O'Casey* Juno and the 
Paycock. The “who* going to cook 
the breakfast fry-up?" game be¬ 
tween long-suffering Juno and 
“Captain" Jade, her workshy hus¬ 
band, serves as neat shorthand for 
their whole marriage — and the 
sizzling sausages grip the attention 
of every carnivore in the house. 

Kitchen sink realism like that has 
no place in Shakespeare, although 
the Bard does set down theatre's 
least appetising redpe. At the end 


of her gruesome RSC Titus 
Andronicus , Deborah Warner 
dressed Brian Cox's Titus in chef’s 
hat and apron and left us to 
imagine him following through his 
promise to Tamara's about-to-be- 
executed sons: “1 will grind your 
bones to dust.../And make two 
pasties of your shameful heads." 

• Sanmtey. Sunday ... and Monday is 
now in preview and opens on Wednes¬ 
day at the Chichester Festival Theatre 
<01243 7S1312J 
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Game girl in 
the snake-pit 


C arol Metcalfe's revival 
of Sweet Chanty cer¬ 
tainly has its strengths. 
My spine tingled a bit when 
hard-faced, cold-eyed night- 
dub hostesses in their span¬ 
gled dress lets and exorbitant 
hairdos hissed and spat out 
their offers of fun and laughter 
while doing slinky, convoluted 
things with their hips and legs. 

Welcome to what the title 
character calls "a snake pit” in 
which lady boa constrictors 
and their cousins are only too 
happy to indulge in a little 
guest-swallowing. Welcome to 
Cy Coleman and Dorothy 
fields* marvellously brash 
number. Hey. Big Spender, ft 
is terrific, and the one moment 
that fully lives up to the show’s 
legend. 

Maybe I should not have 
spent‘the hour before Tues¬ 
day's opening doing Sweet 
Charity scholarship. Thanks 
to those who reviewed it on 
Broadway in 1966,1 went into 
tire Victoria Palace dreaming 
of Bob Fosse's choreography, 
with its “dazzling patterns of 
movement and ugliness", and 
of Gwen Verdon's Charity, 
who combined vitality and 
poignancy, was “fight shining 
in darkness”, “appeared hag¬ 
gard yet was beautiful" and 
might be summed up as 



“human energy and enthusi¬ 
asm triumphant amid the bad 
and tawdry". 

Chet Walker’s attempts at 
Fosseography don’t always 
have the same snap, nor does 
Terry Parsons’s red-draped, 
red-walled and (1 suspect) 
slightly cheapo set evoke the 
necessary sleaze, nor is Bonnie 
Langford a total success as 
Charily, the nightspot waif 
with the fantasies of escape, 
love and marriage, the irre¬ 
pressible optimism and. given 
her taxKfimcer existence, 
the improbably untarnished 
heart 

Think of a blend of Barbara 
Windsor and Doris Day and, 
on the whole, you have her 
brave, game performance and 
bright not-unpleasing voice. 
She half-scuttles, half-teeters 
across the stage, every* inch the 
over-age gamine with her pert, 
kookie manner and big, daffy 
grins. She is charming and 
winsome, but not sufficiently 
hurt or inwardly damaged, 
and therefore less touching 
than she might be when we 
reach an ending 1 suppose 1 
must not reveal here. 



Enough ro say that she does 
not make the hoped-for ad¬ 
vance on a romantic career 
that has hitherto consisted of 
being pushed into a lake by a 
silent dude in shades, and 
hiding in a cupboard while a 
wayward movie director com¬ 
pletes the evening in bed with 
his serious mistress. After all. 
a claustrophobic nerd who is 
called Oscar, wears his jacket 
buttoned and has a thing 
about purity always seemed 
an improbable solution. 


But with Comeli John in¬ 
vesting the role with plenty of 
bashful humour, if also too 
much charisma and force, 
their oddball encounters are 
undeniably amusing. That* 
largely thanks to Neil Simon, 
whose trademark quips tend 
to prove irritating in straight 
plays but add dass to a 
musical: “My religion is love, 
and I go to church a lot": 
“Many me and I’ll destroy 
you" — “That’s OK, I'm not 
doing anything much now"; 


“We don't dance, we defend 
ourselves to music." 

The book is mostly a 
strength and, with numbers 
Uke The Rhythm of Life and If 
My Friends Could See Me 
Now, so is that hummable 
score. But does the revival 
have the bite and unstoppable 
energy it might? Not really. 

Benedict 

Nightingaue 

• This review appeared in late 
editions of The Times yesterday 
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soloist in the violin concerto 
L'Arbne des Songes (The Tree 
of Dreantdl and the Bam¬ 
berger Symphoniker under 
Marc Soustrot enjoys mo¬ 
ments of humour such as the 
imitation of an orchestra tun¬ 
ing up in the third interlude. 

Timbres. Espace. Mouve- 
ment was inspired by Van 
Gogh’s painting The Starry 
Night , and Dutflleux draws 
on a colourful palette with 
characteristic discrimination, 
while Mystere de [’instant 
(j Mystery of the Moment) dis¬ 
tils" spiritual significance in 
exquisitely refined textures. 
An ideal introduction to a 
major 20th-century figure. 



John Higgins 


■ GREAT SINGERS 
IN DONIZETTI 

Nimbus Pritna Voce Nf 
J8Q2/3 (two CDs) *** £10.49 
NiMBUS has produced a 
connoisseur’s jewel box with 
these recordings made be¬ 


tween 1906 and 1947. The first 
CD covers the preelectric 
days when Lucia was not the 
only one of Donizetti’s tragic 
operas to be in favour. There is 
Dame Clara Butt, majestic in 
Lucrezia Borgia, and the great 
French bass, Marcel Journet, 
cavernous in La favorite, 
which also gives the chance to 
hear the 30-year-old Lauri- 
Voipi sing Spirto gen til. 

TWo foreigners who made 
their reputations in Tsarist 
Russia. Giuseppe Anselmi 
and Olimpia Boronat, shine in 
Don Pasquale. and Rosina 
Storchio shows just how O 
luce di quest'anim from Lin¬ 
da di Chamounix should be 
sung. The sound may occa¬ 
sionally be dim, but these 
singers knew ail about pure 
tone and the handling of 
words. 

Some of the items from the 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Tunes Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 


electric days are familiar and 
classic dal Monte and Schipa 
in Don Pasquale. .But the 
same opera provides a memo¬ 
ry of the famous Jay Pomeroy 
production at London's Cam¬ 
bridge Theatre with Stabile 
and Martin Lawrence rollick¬ 
ing and incomparable in the 
patter duet from Act II. The 
real rarity is Rirtfle and the 
unknown (and excellent) Anna 
Rosza in the swaying love duet 
from Lucia. Unmissable. 



Hilary Finch 


■ ELLIOTT CARTER 
Chamber music for winds 
Ensemble Contrasts 
CPO 999 453 2 **+£14.99 
THIS is the 90th birthday year 
of Elliott Carter, that grand 
old European of American 
music and this disc of wind 
music turns out to be arr 
irresistible microcosm of his 
musical mind. 

The Wind Quintet of 1948 
foreshadowed “future preoc¬ 


cupations". in Carter’s own 
words: dilemmas of tempo 
and metre are teased out 
impishly and querulously by 
the excellent German group. 
Ensemble Contrasts. The real 
testing came a year later in the 
Eight Etudes and Fantasy. 
Sometimes these tiny pieces 
seem merely exercises for Car¬ 
ter himself. But at their best 
they show a virtuosity of 
imagination equal to that of 
their execution. 

The best fun, though, is to 
be had in the high mischief of 
Esprit mde/Esprit doux for 
flute and .clarinet written for 
the sixtieth birthday of Pierre 
Boulez. ‘ its highly nuanced 
shifts of rhythm and metre 
pay homage to the French 
master; and. then Carter's 
compatriot, the poet Wallace 
Stevens, is saluted in the 
Enchanted Preludes of 1988 in 
which flute and cello try as 
hard as they can to pretend to 
be each other. 


★ Worth /tearing 
irk Worth considering 
irirk Worth buying 


Clocks and firebirds 


A U good things come to 
an end. and this week 
Clocks and Clouds, the 
Pfulbannonia Orchestra's 
long-term celebration of 
Gydrgy Ligeti’s music, reaches 
its conclusion a few days 
before the composer’s 75th 
birthday. Monday’s concert, 
again under Esa-Pekka 
Salonen and with both solo¬ 
ists making it a Nordic affair, 
showed again just how much 
this series has enriched 
London's musical life. 

Salonen, possessed of su¬ 
perb technique, is an ideal 
inteipreter of this music. No 
detail in these complex pieces 
goes missing; as a composer 
himself. Salonen brings a 
special understanding to these 
scores. In the “micro- 
polyphonic" Melodien. he 
moulded the bright interweav¬ 
ing textures as vf producing a 
sculpture in sound, underlin¬ 
ing the visual aspect of all 
Ligeti’s work. Music is about 
time, and Ligeti’s music is 
always shifting, but somehow 
time was suspended. 

The centrepiece of this con¬ 
cert was the fiercely difficult 
Piano Concerto, completed ten 
years ago. One or Ligeti's 
masterpieces, indeed one of 
the greatest modern piano 
concertos, it calls for the kind 
of virtuosity that was more 
than met by Roland P&ntinen. 
Pianist and conductor per¬ 
formed a skilled double-act in 
what has been described as 
acoustic conjuring, with the 
■ chamber orchestra adding to 
the cascading force of the 
opening, the desolation of the 
second movement and the 

DANIEL BARENBOIM, an¬ 
ticipating his Beethoven se¬ 
ries, made a curious 
statement: “I don’t think there 
is a conductor’s Beethoven 
because in the end it's the 
orchestra that plays." The 
approach of his own two 
orchestras proves his point 
beyond doubt. There could not 
be two more different ensem¬ 
bles than the blazing Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra with its 
New-World precision and the 
Berlin Staaislcapefle's Old- 
World, overweight charm, 
in this final Festival Hall 
concert Beethoven's Second 
and Nimh Symphonies 
readied us as If through a soft- 
focused lens. And when the 
London Symphony Chorus 
entered—another group from 
yet another tradition — the 
hard brightness of their voices 
came as a shock. 

The advantages of the Ber¬ 
liners’ style are a special 
warmth of sound, mostly ex¬ 
cellent balance and at times a 
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quicksilver effects that give the 
entire work its special quality. 

The imaginative combina¬ 
tion of Ligeti with Debussy 
and Ravel brought together 
three figures preoccupied with 
translating colour into sound. 
But with Ligeti's complex 
rhythms deriving from non- 
Westem music, all three also 
share a certain exotidsm. 
Salonen played up that aspect 
in a performance of Debussy’s 
Iberia that was crude in the 
best sense, full of hot, dusty 
colour bur also intoxicating 
beauty. With the mezzo Moni¬ 
ca Groop he also captured the 
voluptuous atmosphere of 
Ravel's Shiherazade. 

Visits to London fry Valery 
Gergiev and his Kirov Or¬ 
chestra are becoming more 
frequent, but they remain 
spedal. A full Festival Hall 
greeted them on Tuesday, and 
was rewarded with a memora¬ 
ble evening of music dose to 
Gergiev’s heart even by his 
standards the performance of 
Stravinsky’s Firebird was out¬ 
standing. and given a’ neat 
twist in being followed with an 
encore of Baba-Yaga by 
Liadov, the composer most 
famous for having not written 
The Firebird. 

Gergiev has recently been 
proving his Wagnerian ere- 

Cycle 
of mixed 
quality 

fluency that is never self- 
conscious. This gave charm to 
the Second Symphony. But 
even there, staccato markings 
were barely articulated. The 
elegant Largbeno was gently 
given and the strangely primi¬ 
tive Scherzo had some punch, 
though winds and horn were 
weak. But often, in both 
symphonies, the famous sus¬ 
tained sound was merely 
people not playing together. 

Nowhere was this more 
apparent than in the opening 
of the Ninth, where the whis¬ 
pered fifths seemed to slide in 
from several directions. 
Barenboim is perhaps right to 
say that this was the orches- 


dentials. Here he turned his 
attention to Die Meistersing- 
er, or at least a little of it: his 
slow and solemn account of 
the Act III Prelude gave' the 
orchestra a good chance to 
show off its distinctive sound, 
especially the soft buzz of the 
lower strings and the dark, 
sonorous brass. 

Wagner has been blamed 
for many things, and must 
also take partial responsibility 
for the overindulgent excesses 
of Scriabin. The latter’s tone 
poem Prometheus , which 
opens with a "Prometheus 
chord" in place of 'a “Tristan 
chord", was written in prepa¬ 
ration for a huge post-Wagne- 
rian music-drama that never 
materialised. Its highly per¬ 
fumed score can be hard to 
take, but Gergiev nevertheless 
painted an impressive sound- 
picture, blending the muscu¬ 
lar solo piano playing of 
Alexander Toradze together 
with a massive orchestra that 
at its climax includes organ, 
bells and a wordless chorus. 
The Kirov Chorus itself was on 
hand here in a performance in 
which nothing was spared. 

While in this 1911 work 
Scriabin was losing himself up 
a dead-end. in the 1910 Fire¬ 
bird Stravinsky was looking 
into the future. Though it was 
premiered in Paris, and later 
neglected by the Soviets, Stra¬ 
vinsky’s early masterpiece 
really belongs to the world of 
the Maryinsky Theatre, and 
the Kirov played it as well as 
one would expect inheritors of 
that tradition to do. 

John Allison 

mi’s Beethoven: for his strong 
beats were mysteriously not 
reflected in much of the 
performance. 

In accordance with prewar 
tradition, all winds were dou¬ 
bled and even horns were 
playing wind parts in the 
scherzo. Such forces do not 
necessarily lead to murky 
textures, but ragged ensemble 
meant that they did. Only in 
the Finale, when the truly 
operatic elements come into 
play, did we begin to hear 
Barenboim in full control, as 
he pulled the orchestra in all 
the contradictory directions 
required by this mercurial 
score. In their recitative the 
cellos achieved the only true 
pianissimo of the performance 
while the baritone Robert Holl 
delivered his “O Freunde" 
with tremendous power, and 
Lynne Dawson rose effortless¬ 
ly across the assembled forces 
in this furious reading. 

Helen Wallace 
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Peter Ackroyd finds that Dickens’s letters reveal a cold, fearful man beneath a veneer of success and acclai m 

It was the worst of times 
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W hen William Powell 
Frith painted Charles 
Dickens, ar the begin¬ 
ning of these five 
years of correspondence, he noted 
that the expression of the novelist 
was of one “who had reached the 
topmost rung of a very high 
ladder, and was perfectly aware of 
his position". Yet that was only one 
aspect of a most elusive tempera¬ 
ment He was 47 years of age. but 
he looked much older; extant 
photographs show a nervous sus¬ 
ceptibility wrought into the very 
cast of his features. 

He might be pardoned the 
exhaustion. He had just separated 
from his wife in the most bitter and 
public fashion, and as a result had 
become estranged from most of his 
oldest friends. He was about to 
establish as well as edit a new 
weekly periodical and he was 
beginning work upon his twelfth 
novel, A Tale of Two Cities. Over 
the years covered by these two 
volumes, he would also complete 
Great Expectations and much of 
Our Mutual Friend. In the same 
period he embarked upon great 
tours of public readings which left 
him. in a phrase taken from one of 
his letters, “dazed and worn by gas 
and hear. Yet still he could not 
stop. 

The fashion for photography in 
the 1850s and 1860$ had ensured 
that he was the single most 
recognised and recognisable au¬ 
thor in the country, “people of all 
degrees and classes taking off their 
hats and greeting him as he 
passed". He also remained the 



Charles Dickens's public readings left him “dazed and worn” 


most influential novelist of his 
period, despite the fact that some 
critics accused him of caricature or 
grotesquerie. 

So some of the correspondence 
here is addressed to dignitaries 
such as Palmerston and Carlyle, 
Lord Russell and Edwin Chad¬ 
wick. Other letters, of a more 
private nature, are sent to Wilkie 
Collins and Bulwer Litton. There 
are also tetters to his solicitor and 
to his doctor, to his publisher and 
to his children. There is even one to 
his chimney¬ 
sweep, whom he - 

addresses in the THE LET 
most literary CHARLES 

Volume 9 

Since you last .. . .. 

swept my study Volume 1C 

chimney it has Edited by G 

developed some OUP, £t 

peculiar eccen- •ISBN 0 

tricities un- ISBNO 

dergoing internal SSSS SS 
agonies of a most 
distressing nature ... pours forth 
disastrous volumes ... a comfort¬ 
ing relief probably to the chimney 
..And so it goes on, as Dickens 
envelops both the chimney and the 
sweep in the warmth of his 


THE LETTERS OF 
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allusions have been subsequently 
concealed or erased. There has, of 
course, been endless speculation 
about the nature of their friend¬ 
ship, naturally fuelled by the 
novelist’s frequent and mysterious 
disappearances to France where it 
is supposed that Teman lived in 
seclusion with her mother. It has 
been suggested that they were 
engaged in a sexual affair, but 
there is no evidence for this in 
correspondence. 

There is no doubt, however. 

about Dickens’s 

- own dominant 

’ERS OF mood during 

SICKENS these years; h is 

<jca_,QAn one of sorrow. He 

writes to his dose 
1862-1864) friend, John For- 

ham Storey ster. of the “nev- 

2 nd £70 er-to-be-forgotten 

1 122934 misery of this lat- 

? 122942 er time'’ which he 

—-—as compared to the 
horrors of his 
London childhood; it seems that 
fame and success had been 
st r ip ped away, leaving him as 
vulnerable as he was in the days 
when he worked in the blacking 
factory. He was almost constantly 


imagination. There are letters here in ill-health. He said that he was 


on the latest tires and murders — 
two topics for which he had a 
particular fondness — as well as 
disquisitions on the political and 
social affairs of the country. 

There is one topic, however, 
which is conspicuously absent No 
reference is made to his relation¬ 
ship with the young actress. Ellen 
Teman, and even the most veiled 


“always weeping" with rheum and 
catarrh, but there may have been 
another cause for the tears. 

Yet he never gave up. Whatever 
misgivings or miseries he suffered 
“I shall fight out of them" Meta¬ 
phors of battle and conflict circu¬ 
late through his correspondence as 
weU as his fiction since, as he wrote 
to Wilkie Collins. “We must close 


up the ranks and march on". “Who 
is hit." he asked one corres¬ 
pondent. and replied: “1 am hit. 
But he continued the fight. It is 
perhaps not surprising that his 
appearance and behaviour were 
sometimes compared to that ot a 
military man. in their stridency 
and precision; in his domestic life 
too. he could be ruthless and 
dogmatic. Upon the subject of his 
ex-wife he was adamant. “That 
figure is out of my life” he wrote to 
Miss Burden Courts. “•. - and my 
desire is. Never to see it again." 

But the paradox is that this 
cruelty is an intrinsic part of his 
genius. When he describes his 
dying mother as “got up in sables 
like “a female Hamlet", he is 
entering the world of characters 
such as Flora Finching and Mrs 
Gamp. These two volumes of 
correspondence emphasise one of 
the salient aspects of Dickens's life 
and art: when he was at his most 
miserable and sorrowful point, he 
was also capable of the wildest and 
most outlandish humour. There is 
a description here of a dose 
friend's funeral as funny as any¬ 
thing in Great Expectations. 

In the autumn of I860 he burnt 
all the correspondence which had 
been sent to him for the last several 
years; it was fortunate, perhaps, 
that few people ever considered 
consigning Dickens’s own corres¬ 
pondence to the fire. He remains 
alive in his letters, as in his art; this 
wonderful edition, now drawing 
slowly to a dose, is the best 
possible introduction and tribute 
to the self-styled "Inimitable". 


Things change; 
but not violence 


T his is an enthralling and 
disturbing book. Peter Han 
is a young Canadian scholar 
who for nearly a decade has been 
investigating the experience of the 
war of independence and the 
subsequent din! war as it affected 
the communities of Co Cork from 
1916 to 1923: he has brought to the 
task not only historical gifts of a 
high order but remarkable subtle 
ty. insight, intelligence and 
compassion. 

The excitement, fellowship and 
derring-do of revolutionary times 
in Rebel Cork have often been 
recollected and replayed: and Hart 
handles this dimension with great 
empathy and gives those legendary 
guerrillas (and balladeers) their 
due. But Cork — in many ways the 
crudble of violent revolutionary 
experience in this era — was also 
notable for a high proportion of 
Protestants, living in small farms 
and urban cottages as much as in 
Big Houses. Hart's reconstruction 
explores and recalls the experience 
of the losers, the victims, the 
apathetic and the wrongly accused. 
His work stands as the most 
probing analysis I have read of how 
“tit for tat" killings operate in 
enclosed rural communities, and 
the processes whereby neighbours 
become strangers and eventually 
enemies. 

The book's prologue explores a 
case-study: "The Wiling of Ser¬ 
geant DDonoghue". A popular 
“decent” local policeman, he was 
shot dead on the street in Novem¬ 
ber 1920: later that night the homes 
of his suspected assailants were 
raided by his enraged comrades, 
and three further deaths ensued. 
Hart constructs the networks of 
family background, social geogra¬ 
phy ■ and political assumptions 
which underlay the communities of 
Cork — using a rich range of 
sources, including the investiga¬ 
tions compiled by the sergeant's 
relatives just after the event and his 
own interviews with survivors. 

The mirror-imaging of intimate 
enmities is also explored by the last 
chapter of the book, on “Spies and 


Roy Foster on the 
intimate enmities 
of rural Ireland 

Informers". These descriptions. 
Hart shows, could mean anything 
or nothing (playing in the wrong 
band, talking to a policeman on the 
street). Yet the identifications are 
still used, surreptitiously, tagged 
on to children and even grandchil¬ 
dren; in the mind of the locality, 
many of these events could have 
happened yesterday. 

Yet the versions of how they 
happened are imprisoned in mutu¬ 
ally conflicting world-views. Hart 
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is too scrupulous — and too subtle 
— to make easy extrapolations to 
conflicts further north, a half- 
century later, but the assonances 
are unmistakable. 

The sergeant, and his like, were 
Irish. Catholic, and came from 
families deeply integrated into the 
community. So. ostensibly, did the 
small Protestant farmers, drapers, 
schoolteachers; but they also be¬ 
came “targets" for reasons which 
had less to do with political 
affiliation than atavistic ethnic 
conflict ("Taking ii out on the 
Protestants"). This happened par¬ 
ticularly after the Treaty of 1921, 
when the civil war loosened the 
bonds of discipline imposed by 
republican authorities during the 
heroic fellowship of the war of inde¬ 
pendence. 

But even during the earlier 
struggle, conflicts of definition were 
being fought out Time and again, 
in oral evidence or newspaper 


reports or - reported altercations 
between neighbours on different 
sides, the phrase recurs: “I am as 
good an Irishman as you." By 1921. 
the idea of a “good Irishman" had 
been redefined; certainly those 
moderates who had supported 
Redmondite Home Rule were dis¬ 
qualified, let alone those represent¬ 
ing the acquiescent Unionism of 
small Protestant communities. The 
extent to which they fled the area in 
the early 1920s has never been 
documented so closely before: in 
doing so. Hart extends and rede¬ 
fines what was meant by “the 
revolution in the village". 

He also analyses the back¬ 
grounds, world-views, achieve¬ 
ments and disappointments of die 
revolutionary generation; the Col¬ 
lins guerrillas who brought off 
famous coups like the annihilation 
of 17 Auxiliary cadets at Kiimichael 
— “a brave, daring and even 
brilliant ambush that turned into a 
massacre". It was the archetypal 
rebel victory: Hart points out that it 
also redefined the struggle in terms 
of “war" rather than episodic 
terrorist acts. By painstakingly 
deconstructing the many conflict¬ 
ing versions given. Hart also shows 
how and why rationalisations after 
the event emerged. The IRA daim 
that the Auxiliaries offered a false 
surrender, and the British state¬ 
ment that survivors were hacked to 
death, are equally exposed. 

From such incidents, using bal¬ 
lads. memories, and the tools of 
anthropological research as well as 
an astonishing range of local and 
archival records. Hart recreates the 
contemporary mentality. In an¬ 
other tour de force he traces “the 
rise and fall of a revolutionary 
family", the resourceful Haleses of 
Ballinadee: the climax, where the 
crippled patriarch is carried out of 
the flames as the Black and Tans 
bum his beloved farmhouse to the 
ground, and the dvfl war turns 
brother against brother, strikes 
echoes of stories as old as time. It is 
a rare achievement to write a first 
book that is also a classic, but Peter 
Hart may have done it. 



Hope for peace? Allegiances are passed down the generations as the present resonates with the past 


America, broken promised land 


I n his 1991 film. Homicide . 
David Mamet explores a 
Jewish cop's disintegra¬ 
tion after being exposed for 
denying his Jewish identity. 
About the film. Terrence 
Rafferty noted in The New 
Yorker. “The melancholy, re¬ 
flective tone seem s intended to 
mask the story's essential reck¬ 
lessness and irresponsibility 
and perhaps also to conceal 
the trite cop-movie mechanics 
of its construction." It is as if 
plot, which fails apart during 
the course of the film, seems 
too dishonest too Christian a 
construct to sustain. 

In his second novel. The Old 
Religion , Mamet again dis¬ 
penses with the mechanics of 
plot construction to give the 
reader a dearer view of the 
universal values in the real-life 
case of Leo Frank, a Jewish 
factory owner in Georgia,- 
wrongly accused of raping 
and murdering a white em¬ 
ployee in 1914. He was tried, 
convicted, and eventually 
lynched by a mob. 

As a Jew. Frank is granted 
“the almost-more-than-provi- 


Russell Ceiyn 
Jones 

THE OLD RELIGION 
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sional status of a White Man", 
for which privilege he loves 
America. He holds secular 
conversations with himself 
and his friend. Morris, 
philosophising about rules of 
chance — but in the safety of 
his own home. But Frank’s 
tragedy is to attempt assimila¬ 
tion into ‘Christian society 
outside that sanctuary, until 
one day he turns down the 
wrong street and into the first 
of a series of ill-fated events. 

What seemed innocent quo¬ 
tidian encounters with neigh¬ 
bours and workers on that day 
become the basis for the 
prosecutor’s case. Girls who 
worked happily for Frank For 
years now accuse him of being 
a lecher, getting at him 
through the lowest common 


MARK HENRY 





Mamet out of the ordinary 

denominator, like the student 
Carol in Mamet’S stage play, 
Oleanna. 

When Frank is finally con¬ 
demned his personal philoso¬ 
phy becomes profound: “You 
swine. You Christians," who 
“long for some magical past 
where there was no strife; and 
point and say, ’if he were gone, 
this past would reappear.’" He 
takes lessons from a rabbi who 
explains how amer meant 

"bitter" in the Latin of the 


original map-makers of Amer¬ 
icas; how Christians award 
themselves “Godhood" by be¬ 
lieving in their power to 
overcome chance — God’s 
prerogative; how they never 
give to the poor, as enjoined to 
by the New Testament. 

The Old Religion has a 
preordained structure, but 
Mamet’s treatment of that 
story is out of the ordinary. In 
deconstructing Frank, Mamet 
treads a fine line between self- 
questioning and self-indul¬ 
gence. The dialogues seem to 
begin in the middle of an 
ongoing conversation, as 
though his characters’ rela¬ 
tionships exist outside the 
novel, which in a sense they 
do: “if I would ... Yes. yes. 
yes." Frank said. “Yes. 'Act in' 
... well. Morris. Morris. Each 
of us has ... don’t we? Each 
... wait a moment ..." And 
there are only sparse descrip¬ 
tions of settings, leaving open 
most of the canvas for Frank's 
soliloquies. But for such a 
short novd (194 pages, double- 
spaced) it is stimulating and 
inimitable. 


ONE can’t help but flinch at 
this book’s very title, so unset¬ 
tling is the notion of women’s 
experience in the Holocaust as 
a separate object of study. 
This, surely, is one feminism 
too far. Yet to its credit, this 
important book doesn’t dis¬ 
count dissenting voices, but 
includes and addresses them, 
ultimately making a persua¬ 
sive case for the legitimacy of 
its subject 

The dissenters’ argument 
isn’t without power. Won’t a 
focus on women’s experience 
inevitably create hierarchies 
of suffering and banalise the 
subject, as if the Holocaust 
were just another of life’s 
inequalities? The dissenters 
balk at the imposition of 
today’s concerns on the past 
bettering that making distinc¬ 
tions between victims deflects 
attention from Nazi policy. 

Though a few examples 
here support them, the 
counter-arguments are mostly 
more convincing. The editors 
suggest that by attending to 
gender, we get a more finely 
nuanced understanding of the 
Holocaust. As Mary Felstiner 
has written: “Along the station 
towards extinction ... each 
gender lived its own journey." 


poems 

I LIKE the idea of Amy Clampitt. 
Her story must give hope to all 
poor aspiring scribblers. Here is 
this woman who does not publish 
her first poems until she ts 53. But 
then they appear ^ The New 
Yorker and The Atlantic Monthly 
and people start io take notice. 

The editor who plucked those 
unsolicited typescripts out of the 
slush-pile at the Atlantic wasMaiy 
Jo Salter. She provides a preface to 
C-lampiris posthumous Collected 
Poems, telling the rest of trie 
inspiring tale. 

Having waited so long for her 
breakthrough, the poet wisely did 
not rush into print with a book. But 
when that volume. The Kingfisher, 
did appear some ten years later in 
1983, a number of normally sober 
critics turned cartwheels in the 
press in praise of it Anne Steven¬ 
son spoke of her “elegantly crafted 
meditations" as being “more cul¬ 
tured and less eccentric" than 
Marianne Moore*. Helen VendJer 
pronounced that to read Clampitt 
was to enter the mind of a woman 
“too capable of exaltation to refrain 
from announcing joy". When Faber 
picked up the book for British 
publication, male voices joined the 
chorus. Blake Morrison, for in¬ 
stance, welcomed “the most gifted 
and acclaimed American poet to 
emerge for years” 

There were four more volumes, 
all collected in the present book, 
and Clampitt won prizes and got 
married at the age of 73 before 
dying four years ago. Salter 
presents the poet as an altogether 
agreeable, bird-like woman with a 
gap-toothed smile and a Quaker 
background that left her devoted to 
silence. When she heard the glad 
news of her first book’s acceptance 
she went out skipping. “You know. 

Robert Nye 
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she’s only three years old," said the 
man she was to many. 

In view of all this. I wish 1 could 
like her actual poems more, but in 
truth they seem to me a disappoint¬ 
ment. Shafts of light appear amid a 
: fog of*words, but there is little in 
them in the way of mind or heart, 
and 1 note that even her fervent 
admirers grow reticent when they 
have to address what her work is 
about. The mpre successful things 
are sequences concerned with other 
writers — Voyages, best of all, a 
homage to John Keats which owes 
a lot to Walter Jackson Bate's great 
biography but which at least has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. 
Too many of the others are shape¬ 
less poetical stuff, rich in feeling 
but lacking emotional focus, poetry 
rather than poems. I might be 
wrong, but „ 1 think that Amy 
Clampitt has been overpraised. 

D. J. Enright, bom the same year 
as Clampitt, seems to have lived in 
a different world. When young he 
had an old head on his shoulders 
and his early work was very much 
part of tiie Movement popular in 
the Fifties: terse verse, at best 
memorable and sensible, at worst 
like an examination of what some¬ 
one once described as two bald men 
fighting for possession of a comb. 

Enright is as English as they 
come, never more than when he 
writes about his sojourns in foreign 
parts. The titles of his books give 
his flavour: Some Men are Broth¬ 
ers. Bread Rather Than Blossoms. 
Season Ticket. All get put together 
here. Enright is unfailingly read¬ 
able. The trouble is his lack of 
lyricism: so much understatement 
can sound like a professional 
mutter. But there’s nothing 
strained or phoney about Itim. no 
bardic crap, and his concern for 
other people is commendable. 


Anne Frank no 
more a lone voice 


Anne Karpf 
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Nor is this merely a modem 
perspective: in 1941 Emman¬ 
uel Ringelblum, the great 
archivist of foe Warsaw Ghet¬ 
to. asked an historian to 
research women in Warsaw 
since the beginning of the war 
and made his own terse obser¬ 
vations. 

And yet. Anne Frank aside, 
foe most often cited Holocaust 
testimony (Levi. Wiesel. 
Appel feld) is by men rather 
than women, and as in other 
spheres foe male experience is 
considered universal and foe 
women’s particular. 

This collection reinstates 


women in the universal, with 
riveting accounts of their role 
in the Resistance. But it also 
challenges the emphasis in 
Holocaust literature on armed 
resistance (in which more men 
were engaged) by drawing 
attention to those rescue activi¬ 
ties more prevalent among 
women, which have been rela¬ 
tively neglected and devalued. 

Other chapters trace the 
changes in women's lives 
wrought by the war. While 
Jewish men in Germany lost 
jobs after the Nazis came to 
power, women's work in¬ 
creased. Ironically rand this 
shouldn’t be taken as a recom¬ 
mendation for genocide), in 
foe ghettos women were 
forced to take on occupational 
and social roles taboo in pre¬ 
war bourgeois Jewish society. 

Many contributors examine 
the ways in which women 
camp inmates, more than 
men. formed social, nurturing 
bonds, which aided survival. 


Lenore Weitzman's brilliant 
chapter on “passing" blends 
rest/mony with theory to show 
how more women than men 
were able to pass in Poland as 
Aryan, partly because Polish 
Jewish men were almost in¬ 
variably circumcised and so 
feared physical exposure. 

Perhaps foe most problem¬ 
atic difference raised here is 
motherhood and sexuality. 
Pregnancy in concentration 
camps was, in a dreadful 
irony, life-threatening (preg¬ 
nant women, and those with 
small children, were sent 
straight to the gas chambers). 
Researchers have also em¬ 
phasised women’s sense of 
sexual vulnerability and hu¬ 
miliation during the Holo¬ 
caust. But Sara R. Horowitz, 
tn an excellent concluding 
essay, argues that exploring 
women’s experience almost 
exclusively in terms of sexual¬ 
ity marginalises it once again, 
bhe urges examination of foe 
role of gender not only in 
women's accounts but also in 
men’s. This book isn’t the first 
to begin to tackle these issues, 
but its rich diversity of per- 
spectiyes makes a major con¬ 
tribution to our understand¬ 
ing of them. 
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Hopes for an earlier biography were dashed by family problems: Siegfried (centre) in the cricket team. New Beacon, c.1901 

Back to the front 


Q uite properly, the First 
World War still en¬ 
grosses us. The further it 
retreats into hist¬ 
ory. the more baffling 
the scale of its suffering becomes. 
Novelists (Pat Barker. Sebastian 
Faulks) offer their re-creations as 
complements to the doughty work 
of true historians. Artists of other 
kinds (film-makers, especially) 
elaborate the web of analysis. 
Taken together, their efforts 
amount to a mighty torrent of 
respect, fascination and horror. 

So why has there not yet been a 
biography of Siegfried Sassoon, 
one of the war’s most famous 
figures, and one of its best memori¬ 
alists? The answer is complex — a 
mix of estate problems, family 
problems, and the larger question 
of how Sassoon's superb autobiog¬ 
raphies affect the whole business. 
But the delay has meant that our 
understanding of the war poets has 
looked ridiculously like a dough¬ 
nut Owen. Rosenberg. Thomas. 
BJunden, Brooke;- Sorley. they all 
have their monuments, but 
Sassoon’s story has been a blank— 
or at least a hole filled with his own 
“fictitious reality” (the Sherston 
books), with affectionate partial 
accounts (such as the one by Dame 
Feliritas Corrigan), and with ru¬ 
mours and glimpses. 

This has damaged Sassoon’s 
reputation in predictable ways. It 
has also, apparently, compelled the 
biographer who has now finally 
stepped into the breach, Jean 
Moorcroft Wilson, to compensate 
for the silence of many years by 
deluging us with detail. Her 600- 
page book covers the first 32 years 
of Sassoon’s life — from his birth m 
1886 to the end of the war — and has 
the drop on everything. His second 
best pair of childhood ice-skates. 
The maiden name of his prep- 
school headmaster's wife. The like¬ 
lihood of his enjoying “two other 
popular sports of the time ... 
croquet and dock golf”. 

All of which represents a most 
assiduous effort by Moorcroft Wil¬ 
son. and an almost insupportable 
toad on her subject When Auden 
made his famous judgment: “A 
shilling life will give you all the 


Andrew Motion salutes the first 
biography of a brave 
soldier and sensitive poet_ 


facts", he reminded biographers to 
value the things in a life that cannot 
be neatly toned up, spelt out. 
accounted for. Art, he implied is in 
a vital sense produced against the 
grain of everyday events, in a kind 
of secret time that does not show up 
in diaries or calendars. Sassoon, 
like other war poets, is an especially 
interesting case in point On die 
one hand his poetry' is the product 
of a distinct and notorious set of 
experiences; on the other its quality 
depends on his more than simply 
reacting to what life threw at him. 
Good war poetry, in other words, 
like all good poetry written in 
response to a crisis, is good because 
it has made a par¬ 
ticular virtue of • 
irans figuration 
and enlargement. 

It has acted on the 
subject and it has 
not merely em¬ 
braced it 

Moorcroft Wil¬ 
son understands 
this, but doesn’t 
make it count The — —- ■ ■ . ■ 
scuffle of her tre¬ 
mendous diligence drowns the 
sound of Sassoon's heart beating. 
In his cosy-anxious relationship 
with his parents, for instance, 
whose exotic ancestry (Sephardic 
Jews on one side, English arty-posh 
on the other) and extraordinary 
house (Weirleigh. in Kent), set him 
for ever at an oblique angle to 
ordinary life. 

Throughout his childhood, we 
are told everything about his daily 
doings, but we miss a sense of his 
inner life — its tensions as weif as 
its pleasures. The tensions created 
by his absent father, his feelings of 
isolation, his ambitions as a writer. 
The pleasures of the heartier things 
in life: golf, cricket, hunting. 
Moorcroft Wilson's suggestion that 
Sassoon had two selves, one “physi¬ 
cally daring, even bloodthirsty at 
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times", and the other “a timid, 
hypersensitive introvert with 
strong spiritual needs", is uncon- 
trovers/aJ to the point of banality. 
We don’t hear the friction as they 
rub together to produce “one grand 
sweet song". 

Flower-filled countryside and 
bomb-blasted front line; monied 
toffs and working class “other 
ranks"; “prolonged childhood" and 
sudden maturity'; the contrasts 
which lie behind Sassoon's transi¬ 
tion from peace to war an? legion. 
Like many of his contemporaries, 
he carried into the trenches the 
gung-ho patriotism he had picked 
up at Marlborough and Cam¬ 
bridge—where he 
fell no urgent need 
to finish his de¬ 
gree course. (In¬ 
deed, he was 
“probably ... the 
first War poet to 
have enlisted". 
Moorcroft writes.) 
Unusually, 
though, the reck- 
-■■■«■ lessness which ac¬ 
companied his 
early enthusiasm stayed with him 
for a longish time. Even when his 
eagerness turned into disgust, and 
then converted again into his 
famous protest again the Allies for 
prolonging hostilities, he still 
fought with exceptional courage. 
The doctrine of his two selves 
(“Mad Jack" or sensitive poet) 
cannot adequately comprehend 
this either. Sassoon is too violently 
driven. Nor are the sources of his 
behaviour as a soldier — which 
combine self-dislike, self-belief, and 
a deep sense of obligation to others 
— separate from the forces which 
drove his poetry. They are virtually 
the same. 

There is one other element which 
needs adding to this equation; 
Sassoon's liomosexuality. Moor- 
crofi Wilson follows the develop¬ 


ment of his work from wishy- 
washy juvenilia ("List! The larks 
are gaily singing./ Swallows nestle 
m tiie eves'! to the Masefield- 
inspired plainness of the lti(2 
Daffodil Murderer f‘f thought 
how in the summer weather/ When 
Bill and me were boys together 
while at the same time 
noticing his occasional woman- 
baiting. man-preferring remarks. 
Due partly ro the influence of later 
gay friends such as Robbie Ross 
f friend of friends’?, his war poetry 
combines this slowly acquired dir¬ 
ect utterance with great physical 
and sometimes actually erotic ten¬ 
derness for his fellow-soldiers. 
“Love drove me to rebel", he says in 
Autumn, which he wrote at the 
Front in the year after making his 
protest; “Love drives me back ro 
grope with them through hell;/And 
in their tortured eyes I stand 
forgiven." 

I t was due to this protest that 
Sassoon met Owen in the 
Craiglockheart Hospital, and 
Moorcroft Wilson is properly 
open about the nature of their 
relationship. Sassoon was deeply 
impressed by Owen’s poetic gift 
less so by his personality, and 
apparently not much by his looks 
and voice f grammar school"). For 
many readers, this enthralling 
encounter will seem the heart of the 
biography. In truth, though, the 
book tells a story in which the roots 
are as interesting as the core. 
Sassoon is a compiling figure not 
just for the war-witness of his best 
poems or for his great memoirs 
(which will no doubt get a thorough 
combing in volume two), but for the 
several conflicts he embodied and 
could not happily resolve. Social 
and political conflicts. Cultural. 
Sexual. 

At his best he wrote brilliantly 
about the birth of the modem 
period, acting upon it imaginative¬ 
ly while knowing that he was also 
its victim. Moorcroft Wilson's book 
will be invaluable to historians of 
the period. And also, no doubt, to 
other biographers of Sassoon, who 
will be grateful for her diligence as 
they compensate for her lack of 
flair. 
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Peter Stothard on the suicidal spirit of Greece 

Not hung up 
on the facts 


Miletus 

hanging 


O nce upon a rime — we 
arc not quite sure when 
— there was a fashion 
for the young women of 
lo commit suicide by 
_ _ The city elders blamed 
evil air and angry gods hut were 
unable to stop the craze until they 
passed a law compelling the 
corpses of the hanged women to 
be borne naked through the 
market square on the way to 
burial. This stra regem, first 
described to us by Plutarch in the 
1st century AD. was apparently a 
complete success. 

The story was popular too. It 
appears among a number of case 
studies of ■curious female behav¬ 
iour which attracted the attention 
of one of antiquity's most readable 
authors. But we have no idea 
whether it was true. Plutarch 
himself probably did not know 
whether Milelan girls had ever 
really gone suicide-crazy. He was 
not writing a chronological hist¬ 
ory of Miletus or trying to explain 
sociological changes in the south¬ 
ernmost dries of Asia Minor. He 
was writing moral essays and 
choosing the best tales 
to make his moral 
points. 

The same story was 
used 1.800 years later 
by the Swiss founder 
of modem cultural 
history, Jacob Burck- 
hardt, whose lectures 
on the Greeks and 
Greek civilisation 
have now been issued 
for the first time in a 
competent English 
edition. Burekhardt, 
though best known for 
his work on Renais¬ 
sance art. was also a 
classicist, a conserva¬ 
tive intellectual in 
politics and a news¬ 
paper editor with a 
strong eye for how to 
communicate ideas. 

The mad women of 
Miletus — and many 
other disconnected sa¬ 
gas from ancient liter¬ 
ature — were part of 
his attempt to distil 
“the Greek spirit” and 
to produce what he 
hoped would be more 
stimulating lectures 
than the ones that he 
had had to srt through 
as a student. 

Burckhardfs lec¬ 
tures were a heady 
cultural brew. Though congenial 
to hLs friend Friedrich Nietzsche, 
they appalled the academics of his 
day. Burekhardt was notoriously 
careless of what others in the field 
were doing: “This book is incapa¬ 
ble of saying anything which 
deserves a hearing because it 
ignores what the scholarship of 
the last 50 years has achieved”, 
wrote Wilamowitz, the leading 
official classical scholar in 1399. 

In an age excited by Darwinian 
evolution, Burekhardt was scepti¬ 
cal of progress and convinced that 
traditional historical methods ex¬ 
aggerated its scope. And at a time 
when his students were absorbing 
the new democratic spirit of 
Europe. Burekhardt was looking 
back askance at the Athenian 
foundations of democracy. He 
showed them a city that was 
oppressive to its own citizens and 
a terror to aliens, a place of 
beautiful people who appreciated 
beauty, but also a cruel, irrational 
people who well deserved the 
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democratic scoundrels whom they 
so often elected. 

Because of his tirades against 
demagogues and democracy, 
Burekhardt has been sometimes 
seen since as a prophet of fascist 
excess. Written in gold on the 
cover of this finely produced 
edition are the words of Hugh 
Trevor-Roper.- “It was in Switzer¬ 
land dial the shaking of the world 
was foreseen most dearly... from 
two rooms above a baker’s shop in 
Basel." To conservative pessi¬ 
mists. Burekhardt has long been 
an icon. This vigorous translation 
by Sheila Stem will bring his 
analyses to a new generation of 
readers: even those who think they 
know Greek politics and history 
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falsity of the account itself. He 
believed thai the effort of estab¬ 
lishing when such a series Df 
suicides might have taken place 
was both fruitless and misleading. 
Chronological accounts gave ex¬ 
cessive importance to events, often 
accidental and unimportant 
events, that happened to be capa¬ 
ble of being dated. He believed, 
instead, that he could gather 
together his own significant re¬ 
ports from the Greek world and 
thus display the true spirit of 
Greece. 

To achieve this end requires 
both an extraordinary range of 
reading in the ancient texts and a 
rare capability to cwtsmrcr cultur¬ 
al edifices from the best pieces. 
Burekhardt had both—and many 
of his constructions have lasted 
The very idea of the Greek polls. 
the city' stale whose rights were 
superior to those of any of the 
individuals within it. is an histori¬ 
cal tool that Burekhardt devel¬ 
oped. So too is the “agonal age", 
the concept of a pnMtemocratic 
Greece defined by glorious compe¬ 
tition in warfare and sport. He 
had the best pessi¬ 
mist’s sense of the 
frailty uf human 
civilisation. 

Vet the techniques 
of cultural history, 
even in Burckhardfs 
hands, posed ques¬ 
tions that were hard to 
answer. Why should 
we believe that there 
exists a spirit of 
Greece for the histori¬ 
an to distil? What were 
the criteria, other than 
the intuition of the 
author, for the selec¬ 
tion of ingredients? 
Burekhardt was intu¬ 
itive but, in respect of 
democratic institu¬ 
tions. he was also 
highly prejudiced. 
These were opportuni¬ 
ties which laterculrur- 
al historians, using 
less homogeneous ma¬ 
terial than that of 
Burekhardt, were to 
exploit in the mast 
calculated and tenden¬ 
tious ways. 

Burekhardt is a 
challenging writer. 
And hfs sources are 
more reliable than 
those used and abused 
by his successors. But 
he needs reading with 
well will find stars being forced an alert and open mind. Those 

Miletan women may well have 
represented part of some wide¬ 
spread Greek enthusiasm for 
suicide. Oppressed males, 
shamed women, frightened pris¬ 
oners and the incurably ill might 
well have wanted to kill them¬ 
selves in great numbers. Clever 
rulers may have legislated to 
prevent them. We do not know: 
what we do know is that, in 
Burckhardfs mind, the repressive 
nature of Greek institutions was 
the dominant theme and the 
investigation of fact a rather 
minor one. 

We also know that there Was no 
single classical word for suicide, 
not in Greek nor even in Larin. 
Suicidium itself does nor appear 
until the 12th century AD. If the 
word had been shown ro Plutarch 
he would have taken the “sui" to 
mean pig and the “ridium" to 
mean killing and decided that the 
whole word must mean some kind 
of pork butchery. 



Those swinging Greeks: a most fashionable death 


from their eyes. 

Not even prophets, however, 
can predict the way in whidt their 
legacy fingers after . death. 
Burekhardt would. 1 suspect, have 
been suspicious of Trevor-Roper’s 

S raise. He would be pleased to see 
is work more easily available to 
English readers.. But, if he were 
told of all the current forms of the 
cultural history that he pioneered, 
he would be less impressed, 
probably horrified. 


B 


urckhardt is a hero to 
conservative scholars of 
today. Bur he can be seen 
also as unwitting father 
to all the laxer and more subjective 
modem genres of history, the 
nature of housework, the semiot¬ 
ics of pub signs and the ora! 
tradition of gypsies in Wakefield. 

To Burekhardt the story of the 
Miletan women was important for 
what it suggested about the people 
who believed it. not for the truth or 


Soldier of blood wed to God and the gun 
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H e was. said Herman 
Melville, "the meteor 
of the war”. Henry 
David Thoreau saw his execu¬ 
tion and the Crucifixion as 
“two ends of a chain which is 
not without its links. He is not 
old Brown any longer; he is an 
angel of lighL” And Fredenck 
Douglass, the great abolition¬ 
ist who had stolen himself 
from slavery and finally 
bought his freedom, wrote 
that: “His zeal in the cause of 
freedom was infinitely superi¬ 
or to mine. Mine was as the 
taper light: his was as the 
burning sun. I could hvi fo 
the slave; John Brown could 
die for him." _ 

John Brown died m l®*- 
hanged for the abortive raid 
orT Harpers Ferry V.rgmja. 
which he had hoped would be 
the real beginning oF his 
crusade against Ok Ml of 
slavery. That he did n<w sue 
i^ed — he was wounded and 
captured, and two of his sons 
were killed, by a band of 

marines led by Cd. Robert £- 
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Lee — is hardly surprising, for 
Brown succeeded in almost 
nothing, his life marked by his 
repeated failures in business. 
He had first drawn attention 
to himself in Kansas Territory 
in IS55 when he murdered five 
proslavery men in cold blood. 

Photographs of the rime 
show a hard-faced man with a 
wild, prophet’s stare: it would 
be easy enough to attribute 
this to the long exposure times 
of 19th-century cameras, were 
it not for the note he handed to 
one of his guards before he 
dropped from the gallows: I. 
John Brown, am now quite 
certain that the crimes of this 
guilty land will never be 
purged away but with Blood." 
The war that would follow, the 
raid on Harpers Ferry a spark 
at its fuse, was the worst and 
bloodiest in the history of the 

United States. 

A man of God steeped in 
eore. he remains an enigmatic 
figure despite the historical 
and biographical literature 
that has been devoted to ban. 
What moved him. what drove 

him. what made him willing to 

sacrifice his own life and the 


ALAN WELLB3 



Vi’/ 


- •Vfc&'l-' 



Banks: 20th-century mindset in 19th-century language 


lives of his children for his 
cause? If you had seen him, 
would you have thought him 
mad — or followed him into 
battle? These are questions 
which historians and novelists 
will approach differently: the 
novelist, it could be argued, 
with greater confidence, for he 
present in the landscape of the 
imagination. 


Russell Banks, in mounting 
his fictional assault upon the 
life of Brown, arms himself 
with history. The novel is 
narrated by Brown’s son 
Owen, who escaped the raid 
and became, in its aftermath, a 
recluse, tending sheep in the 
wilds of California; the book 
begins as he fends off the 
biographical advances of one 


Miss Mayo — assistant to 
Oswald Garrison Villard, 
whose account of Brown’s life 
appeared in 1910. 

Initially, he rebuffs her. but 
then sets out to give his own 
account to her. After 40 years 
of silence since his father’s 
execution: “It’s as if I have 
opened a floodgate, and a vast 
inland sea of words held back 
for half a lifetime had com¬ 
menced to pour through". No 
wonder, then, that the novel 
runs to nearly 800 pages. 

Owen is a tormented soul. If 
Frederick Douglass was a 
taper light in the face of 
Brown’s sun, Owen is harely 
possessed of a wick. It is 
Banks’s intention to use Ow¬ 
en’s doubts — “What was this 
crack-brained obsession with 
slavery and Negroes any¬ 
how?” — to open his father’s 
character io questioning and 
interpretation; yet somehow, 
at the end of the novel, it seems 
to reflect more upon the 
strength of Brown than the 
strength of Banks that the 
subject resists such analysis. 

One of the problems is that 
Owen's angsu despite careful 
10 th-century locutions (“did 
Father believe that 1, at least, 
was unable to forbear From 
self-abuse?”), has a peculiarly 
20 th-cemury flavour: it is easi¬ 
er to imagine Miss Mayo as a 
psychotherapist than an histo¬ 
rian’s assistant. And Owen 
never achieves anything by his 


musings: 650 pages into the 
novel, as Kansas bleeds 
around them, he inquires: 
“Was our true nature that of 
the man who sacrifices himself 
and others for his principles; 
or was if that of the criminal? 
You could not tell it from our 
acts." That, of course, is his 
point: that the distinction be¬ 
tween one and the other is 
nearly impossible to make. 
And that is what has kept the 
American fascination with 
Brown alive for over a century. 

T his is not a dull novel: 
Banks writes vividly 
and well, and his prose 
springs to life in describing the 
violence wrought by Brown 
and his sons. It slows itself 
down, however, for the sake of 
introspection which, by die 
end of the novel, is repetitive 
and irksome. I was glad to 
leave Owen Brown on his 
California mountainlop; I 
wshed 1 had come to know his 
father better — but then, 
probably, so did he. For 
Brown intrigued all who ob¬ 
served him. North and South, 
proslave and abolitionist, in 
his time; one man, a private in 
the Richmond Grays, saw him 
hanged, and while he detested 
abolition he had to admit that 
“Brown was a brave old man 
...a man inspired ... the 
greatest character of this coun¬ 
try." The private’s name was 
John Wilkes Booth. 
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Bargains of the week—from the Mediterranean to Australia, Grenada, Sussex an d Malaysia 

I [.' ^ jjONta^Oti V.d flights^Details: 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 


■ A selection of last-minute 
holidays and travel opportu¬ 
nities at home, on the Conti¬ 
nent and farther afield, many 
ax bargain prices: 

| ' BRITAIN 

A THATCHED cottage with 
views of the Quantocks and a 
converted bam on Dartmoor 
are among West Country 
properties available 'for the 
coming Bank Holiday week 
from Helpful Holidays. Both 
cost £358 and sleep four to six. 
Derails: 01647-433593. 

■ THE best views from the 
Athenaeum Hotel on Piccadil¬ 
ly are of Green Park and 
Superbreak is offering special 
rates at the hotel over the 
Bank Holiday weekend with 
B&B costing £79 for May 22 to 
24. Details: 0161-238 5257. 

■ THE Highland Festival is 
the main attraction in north¬ 
ern Scotland-next week and 


Country Holidays has proper¬ 
ties available with prices from 
£293 for a cottage sleeping 
four. Details: 01282445095. 

■ THAMES LINK Rail is in¬ 
viting passengers to travel 
anywhere on its network from 
Bedford to Brighton and 
around its South London loop 
for £1 on Sunday. All fores will 
go to charity and tickets are 
available from Thameslink 
stations from tomorrow. 

■ WORTHING hasa retiring 
reputation but there wDl fce 
little rest on a week’s coach 
tour based in the Sussex resort 
with excursions planned to 
Arundel, Brighton and cathe¬ 
dral cities near by. The tour 
with David Ogden Holidays 
starts from North West Eng¬ 
land on May 31 and costs £249 
with six nights' half-board. 
Details: 01744-851118. 

■ GALWAY Hooker week¬ 
end at Pbrtaferry, Co Down, 
features sailing boats, you will 
be relieved to know, and deals 
are available to enjoy a typical 
Irish party from June 26 to 28. 
A two-night break at The 
Narrows costs £79 and British 
Midland flights from Heath¬ 
row to Belfast cost £69 return. 
Hotel: 01247-728148 : flights: 
0345-554S54. 


[-^EUROPE 

GREEK island packages are 
still available for the coming 
Bank Holiday week from 
Kosmar with flights to Crete 
tomorrow from Gatwick and 
Glasgow, to Rhodes on Satur¬ 
day from Gatwick are! to 
Zante on Sunday from 
Newcastle prices for a week’s 
self-catering range from £199 
to E329. Details: 0181-368 6833. 

■ MEDITERRANEAN deals 
are also available this week¬ 
end from Co-op Ttavelcare but 
they last for a fortnight These 
include a Sunwurld self-cater¬ 
ing holiday on Malta with a 
flight from Manchester on 
Saturday for £169 and an 
Airtours package to Majorca 
with half-board and a flight 
from Glasgow for £219. De¬ 
tails: 0541-500388. 

■ CORK for this weekend is 
on offer from C1E Tours with 
a flight from Stansted tomor¬ 
row and two nights’ B&B at a 
four-star hotel with pool and 
health club costing £247. De¬ 
tails: 0990-143910. 

■ THE Rhine by coach rather 
than boat is suggested tv 
Leger. which has a four-day 
weekend break starting from 


scores of pick-up points in 
England and Wales on June 5. 
The price of £135 includes 
three nights’ B&B. Details: 
01709539839. 

■ THE Blue Mosque and the 
best beaches feature in two- 
centre holidays to Turkey with 
Metak. Fly from Heathrow or 
Manchester, spend four 
nights in Istanbul and ten at a 
coastal resort and pay from 
£464 for holidays taken before 
the middle of June. Details: 
0171-935 6961. 

■ A GOLFING break in Brit¬ 
tany for Father's Day staying 
in a tent or mobile home 
beside the Chateau des Q rmes 
course is on offer from 
Eurocamp. Prices for four 
nights including June 21 start 
at £264 with a Portsmouth- 
Caen ferry crossing for two 
adults and up to four children. 
Details: 01565-626262. 

■ A SAVING of El,600aweek 
in July sounds incredible but 
you will still have to pay 
£&250 to rent the traditional 
Provencal house from French 
Chapters for a week between 
July I and 16. The property 
does, however, sleep 14. fea¬ 
ture a natural rock swimming 
pool and have its own staff. 
Details: 0171-722 0722. 



EXCLUSIVE to Times readers: dinner, bed and break¬ 
fast for two nights this Bank Holiday weekend at The 
Great House on the Thames at Soarnng, Berkshire, for 
£99. Available any dates between May 22 and 25 from 
Sunvfl UK Details: 0181-232 9788 


THAILAND can now be 
reached from IS regional UK 
airports at no extra cost as 
part of an Asean Explorer 
offer available for holidays 
completed by the end of June. 
Prices start from £562 for a 
fortnight a1 a hotel overlook¬ 
ing the bay in Pattaya. Details: 
014S1-823417. 

■ SELF-CATERING may be 
the answer to the tummy 
problems that beset visitors to 
toe Dominican Republic, and 

with a Page & Moy holiday 
leaving Gatwick on Monday 
costing only £329 for a fort¬ 
night, you should be able to 
afford die best food. Details: 
0116-2507116. 

■ GRENADA for a fort¬ 
night’s all-indusive holiday at 
the Rex resort from May 27 is 
available for £899. a £310 
saving, from Tropical Places 
with a flight from Gatwick 
Details: 01342-825123. 

■ SEE THE PYRAMIDS for 
the weekend for £399. The 
offer running for the next few 
weeks from Somak Holidays 
indudes three nights’ B&B at a 
hotel with sporting facilities 
and views of the monuments. 


plus return Heathrow-Cairo 
flights. Details: 0181-423 3000. 

■ MALAYSIA’S colonial past 
can be explored on a leisurely 
six-day rail jourpey from Pe¬ 
nang to Singapore with Magic 
of the Orient. A fortnights 
stay induding nights in hotels 
at both ends of the journey 
costs from £898 with return 
flights from Heathrow. De¬ 
tails: 01293-537700. 

■ BARGAIN fares to Austra¬ 
lia can now be booked well in 
advance with Austravei. 
which is offering return tickets 
for £399 on selected flights id 
four destinations in Novem¬ 
ber awl late January. The 
tickets are for a two-week stay. 
Details: 0171-734 7755. 

All prices are per person and 
based on two sharing a room, 
unless otherwise stated. 



See The Times on 
Saturday for 
more flight 
bargains and last- 
minute holidays 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 

01714811989 
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^ SAVE OVEH 50% 
off CONCORDE AY 
moments noticed. 

CONCORDEAND OB1ANA 

26 MAY Visit Belgium 1 night £399 

CONCORDE AND EOT OSTAP 

25 MAT Day Excursion £399 

CONCORDE AND MONACO GRAND PRK 
23 MAY Day Excursion £998 

CONCORDE AND TORONTO 

22 MAY 5 night Holiday £1399 

CONCORDE AND WORLD CUP FINAL 
12 JULY Day Excursion £1958 

GO AMERICANA CONCORDE 
TWS BANK HOLIDAY!!! 

AT MOMENTS 
NOTICE!! ’ 
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AfRTRAOERS 

THAVCL CONSULTANTS 



CHECK-IN 

Airline Network - the way to go! 


FAX- 

0171 782 7824 


USA & CANADA 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

AT0L 3712 

WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 


ACCESS VISA WELCOME 
DISCOUNTED INSURANCE 

0181 669 8607 


KENYA 

SPECIALISTS 

Far Tdlormade Safaris. 
Exotic Beaches or 
just Flights 

I Video Brochure Available 

0181840888?. 
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AUSTRALIA & NZ 


PERTH 7£456 SYDNEY £469 
BRISBANE £467 CAIRNS _ £474 
MELBOURNE £467 AUCKLAND £599 
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TRAIL FINDERS 

I H f IIAVll fXPtlfS 

More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

’ Call Trailfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Longhaul:0171-938 3939 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 E3KJ 

First & Business Class; 0171-938 3444 
BIRMINGHAM Worldwide: 0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL Worldwide: 0117-929 9000 urn 

GLASGOW Woridwide: 0141-353 2224 
MANCHESTER Worldwide: 0161-839 6969 LS 

First & Business Class: 0161 -839 3434 52 
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VISIT AMERICA NOW "WITH OUR EXCLUSIVE PRICES PROM 
VIRGIN ATLANTIC & THE US BUS 


★ New York £199 ★Boston £199 ★ 

★ Los Angeles £299* 
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ACCOMMODATION in 

New York & Boston from £14pppn & Los Angeles from 12pppn 


THE US BUS ■ A NEW HOP-0.N/HOP-OFF TRAVEL AMERICA PASS 

* 5 day pass - £79 - saving £20 * 

* 10 day pass - £109 - saving £60 * 
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! virgin atlantic $£ 
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ii-fAX: 


THE TIME S THURSDAY MAY 211998 __ 

House of Lords ___ Law Report May 211998 

Council cannot cut statutoiy duty to power 


Regina v East Sussex County 
Conned. E* parte Tandy 

Before Lord Bnjwne-Wilkinson 
li»d Slynn of Hadley, lord Nolan 
Lord Steyn and Lord Hunon 
(Judgment May 201 

a *®»1 education authorirv 
P™Jhed its statutory duty to 
? atafale education for 
GUldren of compulsory school age. 
n was not entitled to take account 
of the availability of financial 
resources when deciding what son 
ol education was suitable. A statu¬ 
tory duty was not to be reduced to 
the level of a discretionary power 

The House of Lords so held 
when allowing an appeal by the 
applicant. Beth Tandy, an infant. 

her mother and next friend. 
Hilary Tandy, from the Court of 
App*»l (Lord Justice Ward and 
Lord Justice Mummery. Lord Jus¬ 
tice Staughion dissenting! {The 
Times October 2. 1997: |I997| 3 
WLR 884} which had allowed an 
appeal by East Sussex County 
Council from Mr Justice Keene 
(The Times April 29.1997) who had 
granted an application for judicial 
review 1 and quashed the council's 
decision to reduce the from five to 
*ree hours a week the home 
tuition provided for the applicant. 

Section 298 of the Education An 
1993. substantially re-enacied in 
section 19 of the Education Act 
1996. provides: 

“0) Each local education au¬ 
thority shall make arrangements 
for the provision ol suitable full¬ 
time or pan-time education at 
school or otherwise than at school 
for those children of compulsory 
school age who. by reason of 
illness... may not for any period 
receive suitable education unless 
such arrangements are made for 
them. 

"■(7) ... 'suitable education', in 
relation to a child ... means 


efficient education suitable to his 
age. ability and aptitude and to 
any special educational needs he 
may have." 

Mr Michael Beloff. QC. Mr Tim 

kerr and Mr Andrew SharJand for 

the applicant: Mr Nigel Heming, 
QC and Mr Rabinder Singh for the 
council. 

LORD 8ROWNE-WIL- 
KJNSON said that Beth Tandy 
was bom on February 8.1982 and 
had suffered from myalgic enceph¬ 
alomyelitis since she was seven, in 
consequence of which she had 
found it very difficult and at limes 
impossible 10 attend school. 

From May 1992 the council 
prodded five hours a week home 
tuition for her. Originally that was 
provided pursuant to a statement 
of special needs since Beth was 
mildly dyslexic. However, that 
statement of special needs was 
withdrawn in July 1995 and since 
then her home tuition had contin¬ 
ued under section 2%. 

Beth'S progress had been kept 
under constant review and every 
effort made to reintegrate her into 
her school environment. But her 
medical condition meant that she 
only attended school on a handful 
of occasions. Her prime source of 
education was home tuition. 

In July 1996 the council's man¬ 
ager of pupil services wrote to 
Beth's parents telling them of a 
general review of the home tuition 
services and warning them that 
the level of tuition might be 
reduced. At that time her ability to 
attend school had nor improved. 

In September the parents were 
iold that the maximum number of 
hours of home tuition would be cut 
to three hours a week, a decision 
which the case worker said was 
dicatated purely by financial 
considerations and not by Beth's 
illness or educational needs. 


in the proceedings for judicial 
review the decision was attacked 
on the ground, inter alia, lhai the 
local authority took into account 
an irrelevant consideration, 
namely, its financial resources. 

Like all other local authorities, 
the council was in an unenviable 
position. H was now prevented 
from obtaining either from central 
government or from local taxation 
the financial resources necessary 
to discharge its functions as it 
would like to do. 

(n a period when the aim of 
central government, of whatever 
political co lour, had been to 
achieve a reduction in public 
spending, local authorities had not 
been relieved of statutory duties 
imposed upon them by Parliament 
in times past when different atti¬ 
tudes revailed. Thus in preparing 
its budget the council had to find 
ways of saving expenditure. 

In fixing its budget for the year 
1996/97 the council was faced with 
the task of making savings of 
£3.085 million by reducing expen¬ 
diture. Among other economies it 
resolved to cut the expenditure on 
home tuition from £100.000 to 
£25 lQOO a year. Thai decision was 
based on a recommendation by a 
strategic forum set up by the 
education committee to consider 
and assess aU areas of its services 
for possible budget reductions. 

The question was whether it was 
lawful to adopt a policy which took 
into account the resources avail¬ 
able to the council, or whether 
what constituted “suitable edu¬ 
cation" was to be determined by 
reference to educational criteria 
divorced from the resources avail¬ 
able to provide such education 

His Lordship said that there was 
nothing in the Education Aa 1993 
to suggest that resource consid¬ 
erations were relevant to what was 


"suitable education". Thai view 
was much strengthened by the 
definition of "suitable education" 
in section 298(7) which spdt out 
expressly the factors relevant to the 
determination of suit ability. 

All those express factors related 
to educational considerations and 
nothing else. There was nothing to 

indicate that resources available 
were relevant. 

Moreover, there were other pro¬ 
visions in the Act which did refer 
expressly to the efficient use of 
resources, for example section 160 
and 161(4). 

The draftsman had shown that 
he was alive to the issue of 
available resources. IT he meant 
such resources to be relevant for 
the consideration of what con¬ 
stituted suitable education he 
would surely have said so. 

Also, the words of section 298(7) 
"efficient... education suitable to 
... age. ability and aptitude and to 
any special educational needs" 
echoed the words of section 37 of 
the Education Act 1944. now 
section 7 of the Education Act 1996, 
spelling out a parent's duty to 
provide education for his child. 
The content of the parental duty to 
educate could not vary according 
to the parent's resources. 

The council's statutory duty to 
make arrangements for what con¬ 
stituted suitable education was 
owed to each sick child individ¬ 
ually and not to sick children as a 
class. 

If there was more than one way 

of providing suitable education, 
the council would be entitled to 
regard its resources in choosing 
between different ways of provid¬ 
ing suitable education. 

The council had. as a matter of 
stria legality the resources to 
perform its statutory duty under 
section 298. Very understandably. 


it did not wish to bleed its other 
functions of resources so as to 
enable it to perform the statutory 
duty under section 298. 

Bui it could, if it wished, divert 
money from other educational or 
other applications which were 
merely discrcoonaiy so as to apply 
such diverted moneys to discharge 
the statutory duty. 

The argument was not one of 
insufficient resources to discharge 
the duty but of a preference for 
using the money for other 
purposes. 

To permit a local authority to 
avoid performing a stannory duly 
on the ground that it preferred to 
spend its money in other ways was 
to downgrade a statutory duty to a 
statutory power. 

Once the reasonableness of a 
local authority's actions depended 
upon its decision as to how to apply 
scarce resources, the derision be¬ 
came extremely difficult to review. 
The court could not second-guess 
the authority in the way in which it 
spent its limited resources. 

Parliament had chosen to im¬ 
pose a statutory duty, as opposed 
(o a power, requiring the authority 
to do certain things. In his Lord¬ 
ship's judgment ihe courts should 
be slow to downgrade such duties 
into what were, in efferi, mere 
discretions aver which the courts 
would have very little control. 

If Parliament wished to reduce 
public expenditure on meeting the 
needs of sick children, then it was 
up to Parliament so to provide. It 
was not for the courts to adjust the 
order of priorities as between 
statutory duties and statutory 
discretions. 

Lord Slynn. Lord Nolan, lord 
Steyn and Lord Hunon agreed. 

Solicitors.- Bates. Wells & 
Braithwaite; Sharpe Pritchard for 
Mr Paul O'Sullivan. Lewes. 
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Sentencing guidelines for 
importing amphetamine 


Reinsurance term cannot be implied without evidence 


Baker v Black Sea and Baltic 
General Insurance Co Lid 

Before Lord Browne-Wiikinson. 
Lord Woolf. Lord Uoyd of Ber¬ 
wick. Lord Hoffmann and Lord 
Hunon 

[Speeches May 20] 

A term was not to be implied in a 
proportional reinsurance treaty, 
on the ground of necessity to give 
the contract business efficacy, to 
the effect that (he reinsurers were 
liable for a share of the costs 
incurred by the insurer when 
investigating, settling or defending 
claims made by the insured on the 
underlying policies. 

The House of Lords so held, but 
remitted to the Commercial Court 
the question whether such a term 
was to be implied by reason of a 
trade practice or usage in the 
London insurance market. 

The appeal was brought by Mr 
Colin Baker, suing on his own 
behalf and on behalf of all other 
members of Syndicate 947 at 
Lloyd's since 1957. from the order 
of the Oaun of Appeal (lord Justice 
'Staughion. Lord Tustice Milieu 
and Lord Justice Onon) fll996[ 
IRLR S3) upholding that pan of 
the derision «F Mr Justice Ritter 
(]19951 LRLR 261) whereby, in the 
course of adjudicating on a num¬ 
ber of sample claims in proceed¬ 
ings brought by the syndicate for 
tiie purpose of determining the 
liability of Black Sea and Baltic 
General Insurance Co Lid, the 


reinsurers, the judge had held that 
the reinsurers were not liable for a 
share of the syndicate's costs of 
investigating, settling or defending 
claims. 

The contract had been incepted 
in I9S7 and terminated in 1968. The 
only contractual document to have 
survived was a copy of the cover 
note issued by the brokers in 1957. 

Equitas Reinsurance Ltd. which 
had become responsible for the 
conduct of the syndicate’s claims 
against the reinsurers by virtue of 
die reconstruction and renewal 
plan promoted by Lloyd's, inter¬ 
vened by leave of ihe House of 
Lords. 

Mr Stewart Boryd, QC. for 
Equitas; Mr Christopher Clarke. 
QC and Miss Sarah Lee for the 
syndicate: Mr Angus Glennie. QC 
and Mr David Joseph for the 
reinsurers. 

LORD LLOVD said that the 
costs in question were the variable 
casts incurred by the insurer 
which were specific to a particular 
daxm. For example, ihe costs of 
briefing counsel to defend a daira 
would be included but not the costs 
of employing a claims manager. 
The argument was confined to 
proportional reinsurances. 

The syndicate had argued, first, 
that a term was to be implied in 
order to give the contract business 
efficacy or because it was what the 
parties m the contract must, as 
reasonable men. have intended. 

The starting point of the argu¬ 


ment was that in a proportional 
reinsurance it did not make sense 
for the syndicate to bear the whole 
of the cost of defending claims. 
Since the reinsurers received half 
the premium in respect of risks 
ceded they ought to bear half the 
losses, including the cost of reduc¬ 
ing losses by defending or settling 
claims, from which the reinsurers 
benefited. 

The argument would be a strong 
one if proportional reinsurance 
were in the nature of a partner¬ 
ship. But that had never been the 
law. It might also have been a 
strong argument if the profits on 
the business ceded were to be 
shared equally, but they were not 

The syndicate was entitled to 20 
per cent commission on profits 
before any distribution. Even in a 
year when no profits were being 
made h was entitled to 5 per cent 
overriding commission. 

It might well be that ihe parties 
had intended the cost of defending 
claims to crane out of the 20 per 
cent or the 5 per cent, or both. In 
the absence of any information as 
to how the provisions worked in 
practice, their Lordships did not 
have the material on which to say 
that a term was to be implied by¬ 
law. 

Of the underlying authorities, 
his Lordship found the most 
assistance from Scottish Metro¬ 
politan Assurance Co Ltd v Groom 
1(1924) 20 LI LR 44) and Insurance 
Go of Africa v Scor (UK) Reinsur¬ 


ance Co Ltd Q1965] 1 Lloyd's Rep 
313. Both favoured the view that if 
the syndicate was to succeed, it 
could not be by virtue of a term 
implied by law. 

The syndicate had next argued 
that a term was to be implied by 
reason of a trade practice or usage 
in the insurance market m 
London. 

As Lord Wilberforce had pointed 
out in Liverpool City Council v 
Trmn ([I977J AC 239. 253) it was 
common in mercantile contracts, 
where there was an established 
market usage, to add a term to an 
otherwise complete bilateral con¬ 
tract, on die ground that that was 
what the parties would unhesitat¬ 
ingly have agreed. 

Unfonunaidy the evidence of 
usage in the present case had been 
left in an unsatisfactory state 
owing to the foci that there had 
been many other issues to be 
covered at die trial, and it was only 
at a late stage that the points of 

claim were amended so as to allege 
such an implied term. 

Given that, and the overriding 
importance of establishing on ade¬ 
quate evidence for the market as a 
whole whether die alleged trade 
practice or usage existed or not. 
their Lordships would accede to an 
application by Mr Boyd for leave 
to adduce fresh evidence. 

As to how the evidence should be 
received. Mr Boyd had said there 
were two chokes. The House could 
direct the evidence to be taken 


before an examiner and then itself 
determine on the basis of the 
evidence whether the syndicate 
had proved the existence of the 
trade practice or usage. That 
would have the advantage of 
finality. 

The alternative was to set aside 
the judgments below so for as they 
related to trade practice or usage 
and remit the case to the Commer¬ 
cial Court for further argument 
after hearing fresh evidence. 

His Lordship preferred the sec¬ 
ond alternative. Difficult questions 
might arise in the course of 
bearing the fresh evidence, for 
example as to the admissibility of 
some of the evidence, which coukl 
be the subjea of an authoritative 
ruling by a judge but not by an 
examiner. 

Quite apart from that it was 
desirable, in a case of such 
importance to the market as a 
whole, to have the views of the 
commercial judge himself. 

Lord Browne-Wiikinson. Lord 
Woolf. Lord Hoffmann and Lord 
Hunon agreed. 

Solicitors: Freshfidds; Norton 
Rose; Holman Fenwick & Will an. 


Regina v Wijs and related 
appeals 

Before Lord Bingham of Cunhill, 
Lord Chief Justice. Mr Justice 
Turner and Mr Justice Fenry- 
Davey 

[Judgment May 20[ 

Given that amphetamine was re¬ 
tailed to consumers in a highly 
adulterated form and. weight for 
weight, was considerably more 
valuable chan cannabis, sentenc¬ 
ing guidelines in respect of 
amphetamine importation would 
differ materially from those relat¬ 
ing id cannabis. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so stated, in disposing of 
a series of appeals against sen¬ 
tence, and giving guidance at the 
appropriate level erf sentence on 
conviction of unlawful importation 
of and possession with intent to 
supply the class B drug, amphet¬ 
amine. contrary to the Misuse of 
Drugs Act 1971. 

Mr Mark Btyant-Heran for the 
Crown; Mr Martyn Lrvett. Mr 
Stephen Sevan. Mr David 
Harounoff, Mr John Marmion and 
Ms Althea Brown for the defen¬ 
dants Andrew Donaldson. John 
Church: Pierre Holler. Danyn 
Rae and Eric Wijs respectively. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
referred to the Court of Appeal’s 
guidance on the appropriate levels 
of sentence on conviction of unlaw¬ 
ful importation of the best known 
and most widely abused dass B 
drugs, herbal cannabis and can¬ 
nabis resin: see R vAnamoft (0982) 
4Cr App R (S] 4071. as refined in R 
v Ronchetti f the Times December 
9.1997). 

He also referred to R v Falshow 
((1993) 14 Cr App R (5) 749) where 
the court had pointed out that no 
exact comparison could be made 
between cannabis and amphet¬ 
amine, and to R v Aranguren 
(0994) 99 Cr App R 347). where the 
court had declined to give a 
guideline covering amphetamine 
when substituting weight for mar¬ 
ket value as the preferred measure 
for calculating the relative signifi¬ 
cance of seizures of class A drugs. 

His Lordship, emphasising that 
the levels referred to were guid¬ 
ance only, said that the appro¬ 


priate sentence in any case would 
depend on a number of czreum* 
stances, including a defendant's 
plea, and if of guilty, the date 
w'Hi'Tpd, his history of involve- 
meat in drug trafficking, his role in 
the importation, and any help he 
had given to the authorities. 

The penally for importing a 
controlled drug would in many 
cares be higher, and rarely lower 
than for possession with intent to 
supply. 

There were two obvious dif¬ 
ferences between cannabis and 
amphetamine: 

1 While maika prices tended to 
fluctuate depending on the inter¬ 
play of supply and demand, and 
there had been a sharp decline in 
the street value of amphetamine 
recently, it had always, weight for 
weight, been vastly mote valuable 
than cannabis. 

2 It had always been the practice to 
retail amphetamine to consumers 

in a highly adulterated form. 
Evidence, based on seizures in the 
last year or two, showed that when 
retailed, powders or tablets 
containing amphetamine now had 
a higher concentration of the drug 
than had once generally been the 
case. 

While goods seized at points of 
importation might contain a high 
percentage of amphetamine; at 
retail level the purity might well be 
no more than. say. 10 to 12 per cenl 
or even less. 

It followed from that (i) that a 
trafficker in possession of a given 
quantity of amphetamine stood to 
earn considerably larger sums 
than a trafficker in possession of 
the same wdght of cannabis; (ii) 
that a relatively small weight of 
amphetamine of maximum purity 
would, when adulterated, convert 
into a large number of individual 
doses: (Hi) and that the wdght 
which a user might hold for 
personal consumption was likely 
to be much smaller than the wpjghl 
of cannabis held for suit 

consumption. 

Rot the reasons given in the 
Amnguren case, the court was 
satisfied that with amphetamine, 
levels of sentence should depend 
not on market value but. subject to 
all other considerations, on the 
quantity of the amphetamine in 
question calculated on the basis of 


Power to prevent disclosure 


In re W (Minor) (Adoption 
details: Disclosure) 

Where, in adoption proceedings, 
the interests of the child required 
that entries on the Adopted Child¬ 
ren Register should remain 
confidential, the court had inher¬ 
ent jurisdiction under the Supreme 
Court Aa 1981 to make an order 
that the information should not be 
disdosed to a thud party without 
leave of the court 
Mr Justice Wall so stated in 
chambers in the Family Division 
on February 19. 


HTS LORDSHIP said that the 
circumstances warranted the mak¬ 
ing of an order following In re X 
(Minor) (Adoption details: Disclo¬ 
sure) Q1994( 2 FLA 450). 

The rhild. now aged three, had 
been fostered almost from birth as 
the natural mother had mental 
health problems and there had 
been difficulties in relation to the 
transfer to the adoptive mother as 
the original foster mother had 
formed a strong bond with (he 
child- 

ln the event the foster mother 


100 per cent pure amphetamine in 

base; that is. the maximum theo¬ 
retical purity of 73 per cenl v , 
amphetamine base in amphei- Q 

amine sulphate, the remaining 27 - 

per cent bung the sulphate. IF 

As in relation to dass A drugs ' 1 
(see R v Martinez ((1984) 6 Cr App ** 
R IS) 364)) the court should not re 
attempt to distinguish between is 

different drugs included by Par- ri 

liament in dass B on the basis that 
one such drug was more or less 
pernicious than another. c 

The distinguishing features of c 

amphetamine did mean, however, 
that guidelines relating to its 3 

importation in so Tar as they were 
determined by weight had to differ 
materially from (hose pertaining to 
cannabis. 

On conviction of importing 
amphetamine following a con¬ 
tested trial a custodial sentence 
would almost invariably be called 
for save in exceptional rinrum- 
stances or where the quantity ol 
the drug was so small as to be 
compatible only with personal 
consumption by the importer. 

The ordinary level of sentence on ; 
conviction following a contested - 
trial, subject to ail other consid¬ 
erations and on quantities cal¬ 
culated on the basis of 100 per cent 
pure amphetamine base, should 
be: / 

1 Up to 500g: up to two years - 

imprisonment. i 

2 More than 500g but less than , 

25kg: two to four years. J 

3 More than 25kg but less than 

10kg: four to seven years. n 

4 More than 10kg but less than 0 

15kg: seven to 10 years. e 

5 More than 15kg: upwards of 10 
years, subject to die statutory 
maximum of 14 years. 

His Lordship referred to a 
number of reported cases, some, ty 
but not others, falling within those ll 
guidelines. It was the difficulty of it 
reconciling certain of the authori- j 
ties which made it desirable to give n 
guidance on sentencing levels for 
those offences. i 

The court then disposed of die 01 
individual appeals. m 

Solicitors: Solicitor. Customs 
and Excise; Ms Sharon Coomber, m 
Colchester. Ms Sharon Coomber. H 
Ms Sharon Coomber; Alistair ■ 
Harper & Co. Haywards Heath; 

Gepp & Sons. Colchester. 

IT, 

^closure « 

ms 

had obtained the adoptive moth- tat 
eris telephone number and relayed en 
that to the natural grandparents, ice 
Although there was no direct 
attempt at contact, the adoptive 
mother was sufficiently alarmed to fry. 
feel obliged to move house with j ^ 
considerable consequent 
disruption. 

Where there had been a serious- 

breach of confidentiality and there 
was risk it might be repeated, it 
was necessary in tile interests of 
the child to protea her from 
further discovery. 


Process turns parts of corpse into property 

»oftia v ICpffv the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, prosecutions for the theft of a mon law rule that there was i 

^ for Kelly. corpse or pan thereof, that the property In a corpse or pa 



Regina v Kelly 
Regina v Lindsay 

Before Lord Justice Rose, Mr 
Justice Ognall and Mr Justice 
Sullivan 

[Judgment May I4| 

The common law rule that there 
was no property in a corpse or pan 
thereof was confirmed subjea to 
the exception that if a corpse or 
part thereof had undergone a 
process of skill with the object of 
preserving it, for sample. for the 
purpose of medical or scientific 
examination, it thereby acquired a 
usefulness or value and was ca¬ 
pable of becoming property and of 
bring stolen. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so held dismissing the 
appeals of Anthony Noel Kelly and 
Niel Lindsay against (heir convic¬ 
tions on April 3.1998 at Southwark 
Crown Court (Judge Rivlin. QC 
and a jury) for titeft. 

Mr Andrew CampbelJ-Tiech for 
ihe prosecution: Mr Peter Thorn¬ 
ton. QC. assigned by the Registrar 
of Criminal Appeal- for Ltndsay: 
Mr Terry Munyard. assigned by 


the Registrar of CrinunaJ Appeals, 
for Kelly. 

LORD JUSTICE ROSE said 
that the appellants had been found 
guilty of the theft of approximately 
35 human body pans from the 
Royal Collegeof Surgeons between 
June I. W1 and November 30. 
1994. 

The trial judge followed an 
Australian authority Doodcwurd v 
Spence ([190S| 6 CLR 406) and 
ruled as a matter of law that there 
was property in a human body or 
pan thereof when it was altered in 
some way with the object of 
preserving it for the purposes of 
medical or sa'entiffc examination. 

The appellants submined that 
body parts were not property and 
could not be stolen, that the Royal 
College of Surgeons was not 
lawfully in possession of body 
parts, and that consequently the 
jury were misdirected as to the 
issue of dishonesty. 

Mr Thornton advanced the 
following propositions; the com¬ 
mon law rule that there was no 
property in a corpse applied to 
corpses to Ik buried but not yet 
buried, that there had been no 


prosecutions for the theft of a 
corpse or pan thereof, that the 
common law rule applied to pans 
of a corpse as well as an entire 
corpse, that the body parts in the 
present case were not property and 
were intended by their donors for 
burial, that Doodeward v Spence 
provided no exception to tiie gen¬ 
eral common law rule that there 
was no property in a corpse or part 
thereof as it was concerned with a 
two-headed foetus and not a corpse 
and with detinue and not (heft, that 
the body parts in question be¬ 
longed co nobody, and that the 
Royal College of Surgeons had 
day-to-day control of the body 
parts but did not have lawful 
possession because of expiry of the 
Anatomy Act 1832. 

The prosecution submitted that 
in construing sections 4 and 5 of 
the Theft An 1968 it was dear that 
a corpse or part thereof could be 
property. 

That submission was not enter¬ 
tained as it was not made to the 
trial judge. It was not an argument 
which was determinative of the 
appeal. 

His Lordship accepted the com¬ 


mon Jaw rule that there was no 
property in a corpse or pan 
thereof. The principle had stood for 
150 years and was so established 
that it could only be changed by 
Parliament. 

His Lordship, however, accepted 
the exception to that rule in 
Doodeward v Spence that if a 
corpse or part thereof had teen 
altered for the purpose of medical 
or scientific examination it thereby 
acquired a value and became 
property. 

It was noted that the common 
law did not stand snU and it might 
be that in the future a court would 
bold that body parts were property 
even without the acquisition of 
different attributes, if, for example, 
they were required for use in an 
organ transplant 

The summing up of the judge as 
to possession of the body pans by 
the Royal College of Surgeons was 
correct as it was sufficient thai the 
college was in possession of the 
body parts, lawful possession was 
not required to be proven. The 
convictions were upheld. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service, Headquarters. 
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EQUESTRIANISM 

Lotteiy cash 
gives added 
hope in bid 
for medals 


By Jenny MacAkehur 


BRITAIN’S hopes for success 
at the 2000 Olympic Gaines in 
Sydney received a boost with 
the announcement yesterday 
that the British Equestrian 
i Federation (BEF), on the rec- 
| ommendation of the UK 
Sports CouncD, is to receive a 
£762,000 grant from the Lot¬ 
tery Sports Fund for the initial 
year of the BEFs World-Class 
Performance Plan. 

In a package that includes 
all the Olympic disciplines 
except for showjumping — 
which is being considered 
separately — £300.000 will go 
to riders, £105.000 to horse 
trials, £107.000 to disabled 
dressage and £92,000 to dres¬ 
sage, with £160.000 for the 
BEF. Part of the BEF giant is 
designated for a world-class 
•’ performance director, yet to be 
• appointed, who will be respon¬ 
sible for producing the full 
performance plan to take the 
sport through to the Athens 
Olympics in 2004. 

David Carpenter, the Direc¬ 
tor of Lottery at the UK Sports 
Council, said: “British eques¬ 
trian sport is highly competi¬ 
tive both at European and 
Olympic level, but a lot has 
been achieved on vezy limited 
resources over the last decade 
or so. This injection of finance 
and expertise will allow riders 
to continue to compete at the 
highest levels.” Thirty-four 
riders are under consideration 
for grants. 

Although British equestrian 
teams have been a traditional 
source of Olympic medals, 
they have returned empty- 
handed from the past two 
Games. After Atlanta, when it 
cost £400,000 to send the three 
teams, Michael Bales, then 
chairman of the BEF. vowed a 
“complete rethink” in the 
build-up to Sydney. 

David Robinson, a business 
consultant, was appointed to 
help the BEF ana the three 
disciplines to decide an a new 
four-year plan, and to help to 
formulate an application to 


the Lottery Sports Fund. Rob¬ 
inson. who was “delighted" 
with the announcement was 
already on to the next task 
yesterday: drafting an adver¬ 
tisement for the position of 
performance director — which 
must be advertised nationally. 

Andrew Nicholson, still 
smarting from the reprimand 
he received at Badminton ten 
days ago for allegedly using 
“less than polite” language to 
a fence steward, heads the 
field for the Chubb Insurance 
Windsor Horse Trials with 
King Leo and Valhalla, his up- 
and-coming young horses. 

The event which 
today in The Great Park, 
two international dasses for 
the first time and also hosts 
the British Junior Champion¬ 
ships. Blyth Tait the Olympic 
champion, and Pippa Funnel], 
a former national champion, 
are among the 173 starters, but 
Kristina Gifford, die Euro¬ 
pean bronze medal-winner, is 
an absentee. She has a small 
fracture to her right leg after a 
fall from O’Leary at 
Punchestown last weekend. 

Nicholson, a member of 
New Zealand's 1992 Olympic 
silver medal-winning team 
and the 1996 team that won 
the bronze, has received many 
letters of support following 
what many considered an 
unjust carpeting at Badmin¬ 
ton for “throwing his whip in a 
violent manner ... and lan¬ 
guage that was less than 
polite". The incident Mowed 
a fall from Jagermeister when 
he was two fences from home 
on what had been a faultless 
round. 

“I might have been cursing 
when 1 threw the slide at the 
jump, but it was not directed 
at the stewards.” Nicholson 
said yesterday. 

In the cross-country on Sat¬ 
urday, Nicholson intends to 
remain silent “111 have my 
whip pinned to my side and 
sticking plaster over my 
mouth." he said. 



Lisa Bellinger and Paul Hurley, star British juniors in the Latin section, brew up some of that Saturday Night Fever-feeling at Bognor recently 

Dancing treat in store for Latin lovers 


A s nearly 4.000 competi¬ 
tors, nine-tenths of 
them from abroad, 
descend on Blackpool tomor¬ 
row for the biggest event in 
the dance sport calendar, the 
Open British, the future of the 
sport in Britain is being 
questioned as never before. 

Marcus ami Karen Hilton, 
the professionals, with a 
record right consecutive 
world tides to their name, are 
expected to hold on to their 
No 1 slot although Luca and 
Loraine Barjcrhi. the newly- 
married English challeng 
are certain to give them a I 
fight 

According to Hilton, hold¬ 
ing on to a tide is just as tough 
as winning it in the first place: 
“There are the newcomers on 
the block as well as the 
established couples." Hilton 
said. “So we can never be 
complacent We go on the 
Root to prove a point We are 
the best and we have to prove 
it" 

In die Latin arena, follow- 


Ruth Gledhjjl says home competitors will be heavily 
outnumbered in the Open British at Blackpool_ 


ing die retirement of Donnie 
Burns and Gaynor Fair- 
weather, world champions on 
13 occasions, the threat from 
abroad is stronger than ever. 
Bryan Watson and Karen 
Hardy wtQ be glad of all the 
support the crowd can pro¬ 
vide when they take on the 
defending champions. Jukka 
Haapalamen and Sirpa 
Suutari from Finland, in the 
professional section. They 
were second to them last May, 
although this result was re¬ 
versed at the Star Ball in 
London' in January. 

In the amateur Latin. Mat¬ 
thew and Nicole Cutler, die 
defending champions, will be 
hoping to reverse a setback 
suffered in Austria a lew days 
ago when they were defeated 
in the European champion¬ 
ships by Holger Nitsche and 
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£119 

£119 

£119 

£119 

£119 

- £100 

Cologne 

£92 

£142 

— 

£142 

£142 

£142 

£142 

£142 

£125 - 

Dublin 

£60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

East Midlands 

— 

— 

— 

£60 

£50 

— 

— 

— 

-. —“ - 

Erfinhnign 

—£60— 

•— .- 

-. £60 . 

— 

— .. 

-r- 


— 

• • — 

Frankfort 


iT£145 

. -y ■■— 

-£145- 

• £145 

£146 - 

£145 -. 

£146 

£125- - 

Glasgow ' 


'!• — - 

£60- , 


— 

— 


:J "— 

— _• 

Heatbrow 

— 

' £60' " 


£60 

£60 

£60 

'£60 

£60 

£50 .. 

Leeds/Bradford 

£60 

—' 

V-- rr 




' _ :— _ 


~ : . 

Manchester 

£60 


- -.-T- .- ‘ 

: .. r- 



- v ? "* - ’ 


• — ' ■- 

Paris 

£67 

£117 

£67 

£117 

£117 

£117 

£117 

£117 

£100 

Prague 

£153 

£203 

— 

£203 

£203 

£203 

£203 

£203 

£175 

Teesside 

£60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Prices quoted are return per person. UK depotures Delude rir passenger duty plus foreign ebbs. Prices quoted for Dublin depaitores exclude tax. AI prices 

are cotraS at tinie of floa^fii press, but JOtignteviedtaBS^sifijefl to EwAancor^&cliJatoniPrcesappfoableofty when two people fravei together 


Win one of 500 pairs of tickets hx British 

^^This year British Midland celebrates 60 years of 
high-flying success. To mark the airline's 
achievement. Times readers are offered toe 
chance to win me of 500 pairs of British 
> Midland return tickets from London 
Heathrow to Amsterdam for just 60p each 
in chit exclusive prize draw. Simply collect 
ur tokens ro enter. British Midland will donate 
the 60p charge to Save the Children. 


mi; >$&>'i imi:s 
PRIZE DRAW . 
TOKEN 

1 o 


Midland’s Diamond Jubilee prize draw 

HOW TO BHER Collect three differently numbered tokens 
from The Times and one token from The Sunday Times. Send 

them with the completed pria^draw entry form to appear in 
The Times again an Saturday, with a co mp et i t ion question. 
Winners will be selected ar random from aU coned entries 
received by Friday, June 5.19% Winners will get a voucher 
for two return tickets from London Heathrow to Amsterdam 
for 60p each, subject to die terms and conditions which were 
published in The Times on Monday. 


CHANGING TIMES 


Charlotte Egstrand, of Den¬ 
mark, the reigning world 
champions. 

Uncertainty in the Latin 
field means these events are 
likely to be the most exciting 
to watch, particularly the 
highly<harged youth events, 
and British coaches will be 
keenly watching the progress 
of Paul Hurley and Lisa 
Bellinger, both 16. who have 
been propelled into the No 1 
position in the tmder-21 charts 
tty a series of partnership 
splits above them. 

Already riding high after 
the World Ten dance in 
Austria last weekend, where 
they were ninth and the top- 
placed English couple, they 
flew home on Sunday to win 
toe UK Open Ten Dance 
championship in 

Birmingham. 

At the Open British, how¬ 
ever. they will be dancing 
against couples aged up to 21. 
whereas in Europe the age 
limit is 19. They would tike to 
make the semi-final this year 


and are hoping for toe final 
next year. Hurley, from Horn¬ 
church. Essex excelled in oth¬ 
er sports before switching to 
dancing at the surprisingly 
late age of 12. “It is a sport in 
as much as it is a competitive 
activity in an environment 
which is physically demand¬ 
ing.” be said. “Bat it is also 
very artistic 

“I had done football since I 
was really young, 1 did karate 
for five years and by the age of 
11 I had done everything in 
swimming toaf j could do 
until I was 15. I had always 
liked music and dancing and 
! just felt tike doing some- 
thong different 


Ti 


to be a competitive 
dancer you have to 
have a cool head and 
keep as relaxed as possible 
I’m really lucky because 1 do 
not get nervous, I get excited.” 

Burns said: “The problem 
we have in this country is that 
competitors from the former 
iron curtain countries are 


hungry for success. They have 
a vast amount of artistry and 
talent Materially, they are not 
living in the comfort zone like 
we arc There is no holding 
them back." 

According to Keith Jones, 
vkodiairman of the British 
dance council, the future for 
the sport in this country is 
looking bleak. The council 
has convened two open meet¬ 
ings this summer to discuss 
toe crisis. 

Writing in Dance News. 
and in toe June edition of the 
magazine of toe national asso¬ 
ciation of dance teachers, 
Jones says: “As so many 
championships are now won 
by foreign couples the writing 
must be on the waff.” 

While Olympic recognition 
for the sport means it could 
pick up in this country, that is 
not guaranteed. “It is estimat¬ 
ed that in the UK there are 
less than 3,000 amateurs reg¬ 
istered and onty a handful of 
professionals.” Jones says. 
“Most major competitions are 
totally dominated by 
foreigners” 

Of more than L4O0 couples 
who will be competing In 
Blackpool over the coming 
week, just 182 are British. 


SAILING 

Rivals vie 
to finish 
in shadow 
of Cayard 

By Our Sports Staff 

THE yachts in the Whitbread 
Round the World Race com¬ 
plete their nine-month, 31 ^00- 
mile journey on Sunday, when 
they sail into Southampton. 
EF Language, the Swedish 
entry, has already secured the 
Volvo Trophy with overall 
victory but, for toe rest of toe 
fleet, there is still much to play 
for. 

Swedish Match goes into 
the leg in second place with 
Merit Cup and Chessie Rac¬ 
ing third and fourth respec¬ 
tively. innovation Kvaemer is 
also pursiting the points for 
first place in the final leg and 
has an outside chance of 
finishing runner-up. 

Silk Cut . the British entry, is 
fifth and trails Swedish Match 
by 69 points but only has a 
slim chance of finishing 
second overall. If Silk Cut 
wins the final leg and collects 
maximum points, and its 
nearest rivals finish seventh, 
eighth and ninth, toe British 
yacht would then take second 
place. 

The last leg, from La Ro¬ 
chelle in France, will start 
tomorrow and the competitors 
are expected to cross toe 
finishing line on Sunday from 
midday onwards. 

For Paul Cayard, the victori¬ 
ous skipper, it will bring a 
sense of anticlimax. "Its going 
to be hard to duplicate this 
feeling,” Cayard said. “But it’s 
sort of an anticlimax now 
because the win hasn’t sunk in 
yet” 

EF Language has won three 
of eight legs despite starting as 
an outsider, largely because of 
toe relative inexperience of 
Cayard and toe last-minute 
withdrawal of Nick White as 
navigator. 

Critics had also said that 
Cayard was not paying 
enough attention to EF Lan¬ 
guage during training, when 
he was also involved in the 
America’s Cup tournament 
with the AmericaOne team in 
San Francisco. But EF Lan¬ 
guage won toe first leg and 
Cayard has not looked 
bade. 

Cayard said that better org¬ 
anisation and hard work were 
the keys to the victory. Crews 
normally take a few days off 
once in port, Cayard sakL 
but his had continued to 
train. 

“Winning toe Whitbread is 
a climax in any sailor’s life." 
Mark Rudiger, toe navigator, 
said. 



By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Occasionally the best trump suit for game will be the so- 
called “Moysian" 4-3 fit, named after Sonny Mcryse, some¬ 
time editor of the American magazine The Bridge World. 
who had a penchant for that type of contract The hallmarks 
of a sound Moysian are strong trumps including the ace (a 
vital card for keeping trump control} and the ability to take 
ruffs in toe hand with the three-card trump holding. 


Dealer West 


w 


A 9876 
C A6 
V 103 
+ AQ98S 


N 


Game AU 

* 102 
■O Q872 
O AJ742 
+ 43 

”FF 

lw-v/ jsi 

5 ‘ 


IMPS 


A Q 5 3 

J 109543 
O 5 

* 1072 


A AKJ4 
V K 

O KQ98S 
A KJ6 


Goldman 


3 C 

Paas 


Osberg 

30 
4 S 


Soloway 
2 H (weak) 
Pass 
All Pass 


_S_ 

Feldman 

Dble 

3S 


Contract: Four Spades by South. Lead: ace of hearts. 


This is from one of toe recent 
“Goldway" matches played 
using the internet bridge 
club OKBridge. The chal¬ 
lengers. Mark Feldman and 
Sharon Osberg. achieved the 
novelty of a successful "sub- 
Moysian” 4-2 fit. 

Goldman’s lead-directing 
Three Club bid persuaded 
Feldman to explore alterna¬ 
tives to the obvious Five 
Diamond contract, which 
looked doubtful on a club 
lead through his king-jack. 
He tried Three Spades and 
was raised to Four. 

West led the ace of hearts 
and switched to a trump (as 


good as anything). Declarer 
drew three rounds, crossed to 
the ace of diamonds and 
ruffed a small heart. Then he 
played two high diamonds 
from hand. Goldman ruffed 
the third round (it made no 
difference when he took his 
master trump), and was end- 
played to give Feldman the 
king of dubs for his tenth 
trick. Much more entertaining 
for toe 400-plus online kib¬ 
itzers than Three No-Trumps. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 


BALDWIN 

a. An apple 

b. A chess end-game 

c. A type of insurance policy 

GLEY 

a. Facetious 

b. A Highland sheep 

c. Blue day 


ALOCASIA 

a. Disorientation 

b. A plant 

c. A rash 
GAVAGE 

a. A Pynertean region 

b. Force-feeding 

c. Form of feudal labour 

Answers on page 50 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Shirov’s weakness 

In spite of his vast combina¬ 
tional abilities. Alexei Shirov 
suffers from a similar weak¬ 
ness to Garry Kasparov, 
namely a predilection for risky 
systems, particularly with 
Black. After a win in toe first 
game today, the second game 
sees Shirov perpetually strug¬ 
gling in a King’s Indian 
Defence, where Black sacri¬ 
fices space and accepts certain 
weaknesses in his structure to 
obtain latent counter-attack¬ 
ing chances. In this instance, 
the strategy backfires. 

White: Vladimir Kramnik 
Black: Alexei Shirov 
Vienna 1996 


Diagram of final position 



a b c d e t 9 h 

White: Vladimir Kramnik 
Blade Alexei Shirov 
Tilburg 1997 
King's Indian Defence 


NO 

C4 

Nc3 

C5 

Ob3 

B14 


Slav 


8 h3 

9 e3 

10 Bfi2 

11 Ne5 

12 »3 

13 Bxe5 

14 Bxg7 

is eSr 

16 Ixe4 

17 0-0-0 

18 Qc4 

19 dxe5 

20 Qd4 

21 Qe3 

22 Be2 

23 Rhel 

24 004+ 

25 Oe3 

26 BI3 

27 a3 

28 Rxd8 


Kbl 


29 

30 

31 

32 

33 UcJ8 

34 Bxe4 

35 Nxe4 
WMe resigns 


NO 
C4 
Nc3 
e4 
04 
Be2 

7 OO 

8 d5 

9 b4 

10 Rel 

11 Ng5 

12 Bxf4 

13 Rcl 
74 Ne6 

15 0xe6 

16 Rxc3 

17 Btl 

18 f*e3 

19 3oo?3 

20 002 

21 cxd5 

22 Qd4 

23 QcS 

24 RO 

25 Rf7 

26 exf7+ 

27 Qc7 

28 Re3 

29 a3 

30 G*7 

31 Oxa7 

32 Bc4+ 

33 03 

34 6e£ 

35 Qxd4 

36 Kg2 
BUJCV resigns 


NI6 

0-0 

e5 

Nc6 

Ne7 

Nh5 

15 

Nf4 

erf4 

Bis 

Bxe6 

Bxc3 

fxe4 

e3 

fre3 

c6 

d5 

cxdS 

Qd6 

QI4 

Og5 

Rx17 

Kxf7 

0h4 

0x04 

0h4 

Re8 

04 

KI8 

Qg4 

QcS 

Qcl + 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

white 10 play. This position is 
from ihe game Aagard - 
Houska. Hampstead. 1998. 
How did While make foil use 
of his active bishops to score a 
quick win? 


Solution on page 50 
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RACING: LAWYER FINDS POSITION UNTENABLE AFTER SAVILL'S RISE TO POWER 


HUGHROUTIEDGE 



Fallon produces the 20-1 chance Napoleon's Sister, centre, with a sustained challenge to land the Lupe Stakes at Goodwood yesterday 


McCloy resigns from BHB 


RICHARD EVANS 


By Richard Evans 
RACING CORRESPONDENT 

MATTHEW McCLOY is to 
resign from the British 
Horseracing Board (BHB), 
and yesterday he gave a vivid 
insight into the back-stabbing 
and personality' conflicts 
which have dogged the sport’s 
ruling body. 

The Newbury-based law¬ 
yer. a founding director of the 
BHB and chairman of its 
industry committee, made his 
decision only days after Peter 
Savill was elected to succeed 
Lord Wakeham as chairman 
of the BHB. 

In a revealing statement 
McCloy said: “With great 
sorrow, I have decided to ask 
the industry committee, at its 
meeting on June 2, to release 
me from the moral commit¬ 
ment to serve my remaining 
two years as one of its elected 
BHB directors. My resigna¬ 
tion would then be immediate 
or after the minimum time 
necessary to hand over my 


various BHB responsibilities 
in an orderly fashion. 

“It follows that the sus¬ 
tained attacks on my integrity 
and my character, which 1 am 
advised have been carefully 
and. perhaps, professionally 
choreographed, have succeed¬ 
ed. This is despite the fact that 
recent soundings taken for me 
indicate that every single one 
of those committee members 
spoken to have themselves no 
wish to see me go." 

He continued.: “Some will 
attribute my decision to the 
recent election of Peter Savill 
as chairman of the BHB from 
June 7. As this is true to an 
extent it is right I explain. 

"Immediately after Peter* 
election 1 expressed my sup¬ 
port for him. Those were not 
hollow words, as some will 
have them. 1 have a strong 
sense of corporate discipline, 
as my record for supporting- 
past chairmen in public has 
shown, even to my personal 
detriment. If 1 was no! pre- 
parol to work with Peter and 


Nap: Just Dissident 

(4.45 Goodwood) 

The front-running Just Dis¬ 
sident showed up for a long 
way at Beverley on his sea¬ 
sonal reappearance 12 days 
ago and should be suited by a 
.return- to the minimum trip 
and today’s sharp track. 

Next best: Faithful Son 
(2.40 Goodwood) 


to support him on the same 
basis. I would and should 
have resigned on the spot. 

“Nevertheless. I am told I 
am seen by those ultimately 
responsible" for the attacks on 
me as a continuing threat of 
some son to Peter’s plans for 
the BHB, perhaps even as a 
rallying point for those who 
are opposed to him. 1 am 
neither, but to put the matter 
beyond doubt, and with much 
sadness. 1 believe 1 have no 
choice but to proceed as 1 am.” 

McDoy has been a colour¬ 
ful BHB director who, sadly 


for him. will probably be best 
remembered for the wrong 
reasons — notably when he 
was handcuffed during a 
flight to the Breeders’ Cup two 
years ago and subsequently 
spent a much-publicised night 
in New York's police cells. 

On a happier note, Olivier 
Peslier has been pencilled in to 
ride High-Rise in the 
Vodafone Derby at Epsom. 
The Luca Cumani-trained colt 
is unbeaten in three starts, 
including the lingfield Derby 
trial. A total of 27 entries 
remain in the classic after 
yesterday’s forfeit stage — 
excluding Cape Verdi, the 
1.000 Guineas winner, who is 
likely to be added to the field at 
the new £75,000 supplemen¬ 
tary entry stage on May 30. 

The intriguingly named Na¬ 
poleon’s Sister fetched 160,000 
guineas as a Yearling and 
represented the most costly 
purchase made by David 
Elsworth but. after she came 
from last to firsi to win the 
Tripleprint Lupe Stakes on 


only her second start, the 
Whits bury trainer said: “1 
think she was cheap." He 
could well be proved right. 

The Alzao filly is owned by 
Sean and Anne Cougblan 
who. apart from enjoying 
tremendous success with Indi¬ 
an Ridge and Ridgewood 
Pearl, the Breeders’ Cup Mile 
winner, also provided Els- , 
worth with his first winner. 1 
Fortune Cookie at Exeter. 

Elsworth explained: “She I 
was called Napoleon’s Sister 1 
because Sean had a very good 
horse called Ridgewood Ben 
and then a filly named Ridge¬ 
wood Pearl. He offered me a 
chance to train Ridgewood 
Pearl but would nor let me 
train Ridgewood Ben. whom 
he sent to John Oxx. 

"I refused Ridgewood Pearl, 
which, was probably the big¬ 
gest mistake of my life. Sean 
could not understand why l 
did not want to train a lull 
sister to Ridgewood Ben and 1 
said: “Who has ever heard of 
Napoleon's sister." 


IK. 

ggs. 


ISIS 


2.10 Porto Foricos 
2.40 Faithful Son 

3.10 Chewit 


THUNDERER 

3.40 Better Offer 
4.10 DIGITALIZE (nap) 
4,45 Half Tone 


lekeeper'G top rating: 4.10 DIGITALIZE. 

r Newmarket Correspondent: 2.40 Faithful Son. 3.40 Hajr. 4.10 
3ITAUZE (nap). 

TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 
SIS 


. GOOD TO FIRM 
5F-1M. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


SJ BULL MAIDEN STAKES 

JO; im lb 16 runners) 

ru. rauiui:! UU4S Hoiflan 9-0 - . ... J* 

o KALIAN MOON 19 ™ 
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TJPwd*** 9 • S**** w 7-1 Fra * fln ‘ 

1997 5EHND THE SCENES M l Mr r C 9 ran 

___r-mAn i -apc v*| 4 ih ol 9 to Walas in 2yo maiden states 3 
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.. T Quinn 99 
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Do* DHa» 90 
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A Cad- 99 
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RHLtfws Lira 
j Weaver 100 
jflumr. 103 
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GUIDE TO OUR RACECARD 


101 (1?) 04K32 GOOD TIMES 74 iCDJr FJjil) lUn D ftoSreoni 3 Hal 3-10-0 . BWestl4) 88 

ftacecart nwntef Draw m ttaues. &u.ftgme 
Irani (F — tell P —pulled up U — unssaseo 
nila b — tuouglTl dor,Ti 3— sI/hec up fi — 
reliEad. D — rasqualifiwi Mane s none Da/3 
anct Iasi oulm i il pjmp!. F i liar (3 — 

Wmter; V—wsra. H—hoofl E — EvSMM 
C-amra winner D — drstoce wwa CD — 


owse an) dfetante wmrw BF —beaten 
avoratf m tteu racei &nu«i on vrtnch bora res 
non (r — firm, pood to firm, hard G — flood 
3 — Mtt. goM io it*, iwavyi Owner n Mactta. 
Tnew ^je and oergM. RWh plus any dlraraicc. 
Tineweper: weeu rd*a. 


3.40 MOTABIUTY 21 ST ANNIVERSARY HANDICAP 

(£7.050.1m 4Q (8 runners) 
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15) 064040- BETTER OtrER 23J (D.F.S) 13. En: Pantri Mre A Paitil fi-10-0... J Reid 
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Belief Ofter iRI 9th or 2D ip hbyati in handicap ai Newmartel rim 
41. good! Hajr ?ii 4m oUA to American Whiywr in handicaq a 
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4.10 MARRIOTT GOODWOOD PARK HOTEL CONQUEROR STAKES 

{Listed race: £43,041. Im) (6 runners) 
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1997. OUT WEST 3J-2 A MoGlore i6-»t H Cecil 9 ran 
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_ _ Dauramg Lady in 3yo group 3 stares ai Newbury (7164yd. heavy); 

pewcusly heal Amabel il m i3-remei 2yu lilies letea sates ai Newbiey i7l b4yd. good » soft) 
Dttfalbe beat Bernytim 31 n 16 -remer aye marten Allies states al Newmartel |7l, good ro soflj 
sffiuaii i v^l 3rd ol 9 io Nanoushka in 3yo lilfes stales listed al Ungfleld f7f. gool) wnn Ui Claire 
(levels) 3 VaI 6tti 

DIGITALIZE had her lorn boosted by Beraystm yesterday and looks a good thing 


4.45 RACING CHANNEL APPRENTICE HANDICAP 

(£3,435:5D (10 runners) 

(i0, D632G6 rEARW^T3(Cfl/)i>1iwsmi« CoLffll 7Sttffc4-l£W Lira HadrstM7) 65 
(7) 2326030 HALF TONE 13 (B.C0 AG.S) (IAs S Timmerman) R riuw M-6 SFaflmer 63 
!3l 30-0350 ANOTHER BATCHWfKTH 14 (B.9F.D.T.G) (U fifty IE W«ter 6-9-5 S Carson M 

( 4, vflOMJJ WCTlf TORE JTfDCftasawrStiwJ-S-? . p D“ [J3 

(Si 1J45-06 KRAM 13 (D.S) iWn C, CtaVei Uri ? DutfieW 4-9-1 . . . D IteGaNn (3) 55 

ill 21 -3240 JUST KSS10ENT12 ID J ,Gl H*I C HMgeffi) R Whiater 6-9-1 A Bcftdls (3| 66 

«.£M BAZ 21 rS)/MfetalJ)J3r«lfle; 5-5-9.R Shidtabru EO 

(5) DOOO-OO SHARP STOCK 23 lUn U Fairtash) R Lfadges M-i. N«*ra 58 

i 9 i D6M06 RYWG HAROLD 3 (R (IJ Alien) U Chairajn 5-8-4 .., A&Mery &B 

C) 5fi»'50 tfDMBHT COtW S3 IMS S JOyna) B Hoiges 5-7-10 . . .. CCogjnffl 54 

Bffntifc 7-2 Jest Oesawi 4-i Anoma aaiowm 6-1 hail Tone. 7-1 Tea M*. Fro* note. Ham. 8-1 
Ftving K 2 foM i2-i earn 

I9S7- HALF TONE 5-9-12 & Wigan (ifl-3)»Flowi 9 an 


sm 

a: 

603 

604 

m 

m 

cor 

6 W 

£10 


FORM FOCUS 


Tear Wile 4W otliol i9to Bramble Be® m - 
I5i gtud) with Halt Tone devebi 4SI 7ih am) 
bene olfj 121 l 8 Jh Another wncnworlti 5Wl 


_ 121 b 

of 12 to 


, —■ - - i oeue onj i^i iem Armorer twiawnnui 

Ptaraoh's Jn» In llliitt handicap ai Southwell (51. hbreamd). orevuwsiy 4»i 5m oliDja Hiltons 
FiKiiuve Li harticap ai Vrtivetampton ;5I librearal). Facie Ttgre 101 dm tfJ^te Dei^Flye in 

So S eSSw 151 5W g»MI *«. MiWBM CMte (Iwlil 101 S». BmSU JJSJ 

Faille Mareb in apprentice handle® H NffiMwiam fof 15yd. qoorfl prwipusly ^ ]2ih ol 24 io 
toSd SttcJa hempwn (o' so«j. Just D&it SM lOmot ifito Mungo Pat r handle* 
ai Beven?< (51. goodi. 

FACILE Tl(3?E sbciuid han' been leed-up lo* BVs b>' nis rm 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

j an (!i0V3 : 

ri Car" 

: [W 1 W 

= OH 
S '.*353 


R«s 

31 

82 

35 

li3 

33 

?5 


290 

232 


JOCKEYS 

Pa Eddery 
T Crnrai 
1/3 J Hails 
U Sob 
212 J Reui 
760 fane O'Neill 


winnes Rides 

» 186 


253 

69 

122 

233 

120 


t 

186 

162 

145 

139 

137 

117 


Saturday 
morning 
fixtures raise 
concern 

SATURDAY 1 rooming raring, 
which has been pencilled 'in 
for next year, yesterday drew 
a mixed response from the 
racing fraternity. The venture 
is principally to plug a gap for 
betting shops at a time when 
they are busy. The matter was 
discussed at the first meeting 
of the British Horseraring 
Board’s (BHB) new all-wea¬ 
ther tracks joint working par¬ 
ty on Monday. 

Paul Greeves, the BHB’s 
director of raring, who 
chaired the meeting, stressed 
that morning fixtures would 
be an experiment and he 
hoped therefore that they 
would be met with an open 
mind. “Unless we can carry 
the fixtures out we cannot 
show whether they can be cost 
effective or not.” he said. 

The new morning meetings 
are expected to be placed 
when there is a “strong Satur¬ 
day card” but Derby day has 
been ruled out because of 
existing criticism of too many 
fixtures on that Saturday. 

Trainer Norma Macauley, 
issued a cautious welcome to 
the idea, but also raised some 
concerns. “If they had racing 
in the middle of the night !’d 
be happy to have runners," 
she said. “But if this is being 
ran to put money in the 
bookmakers’ satchels, then 
they should put something 
back into racing in rerun). 
Why should we all put our¬ 
selves out just for their bene¬ 
fit? If I am going to go racing 
on a Saturday morning then it 
has to be for some worthwhile 
prize-money, not just £1,800. 

“A 5.45am start to get to 
somewhere like Lingfield 
would cause obvious staffing 
problems — don’t forget that 
we have to get the horses to 
the track about three hours 
before rating starts.” 

Saturday morning racing 
received qualified support 
from Lingfield. Geoff Shekels, 
the course's director of racing, 
said he supported the propos¬ 
als, but stressed that it would 
have to be in the "right 
situation", by which he meant 
not at the expense of existing 
race days. 


NEWCASTLE 

THUNDERER 

2.00 Springs Noblequsst 2.30 Rotoaar. 3.00 hon 
Mountain. 330 Salmon Ladder. 400 Shining Cloud. 
4.35 Benaventus. 


3.30 GOSFORTH PARK CONDITIONS STAKES 

(£5.009: im 4193yd) (4) 

1 (71 0-11 SALMON LADDER 71 ID.F£S)PCor»6-S-l1 J Canal QH] 

2 (1) 3-04 SUBTLE WfUttNCE 11 (D.&S) NCab^Hi i-9-1 

SDuffetf SO 

3 (4) 14-6 ISUAROS 19(Cl H Cedi 4-8-12 . AMcGttW 102 

4 (3l 0-45 SYMQNDS HN 7 (61 J F'ttgwkl 4-B-fl .. J Fortune 1D9 
ID-11 Satepn um 7-2 mos j-i Smmta ha n-2 SMa Mums. 


GOING. GOOD TO FWM SIS 

DRAW: 5F-7F. HIGH NUMBERS BEST 


2.00 NORTHERN RACING NOVICE STAKES - 

(2-Y-0: £3.061:5t) (4 runners) 

1 (31 31 5AMIAL 27 (D.Sj J Gk*P M .. JFomnB CSS 

2 i-:, 31 SPftWS WmOUEST 13 (D.5) I TiSety S-:3 

LCnanoa 80 

3 Of DOUBLE TWO TEaStf* 3-12 _ AWkstonff) - 

4 (li RDSSHJJ J Bcngr 6-12 ..JCmoB - 

T3-S RoueSi 7-4Scnngo NoMevosL 5-2 Sammal. i2-i DouMTm 


2.30 HANR0 CLAIMING STAKES 

(2-Y-D: £2.22? Bf) (9) 


4 EL JAYTEE 33 U n Eaoen* W) . . S Fmomon (7) 
PRETTY OBVIOUS R Fairer 8-9.JCanffl 


59 


(7) 06 HDRUSH 33J MtanngM 6-5 ... 


GPriuD SO 


4 BEVERLEY MONKEY 14 J 3a»y 8-3-G Caner 

06 RaraSTAR14PEcma-l_ JFEsBI 

0 SKYUlSTftESS5U Doth6-1 _ DfeEdBon 


a, »5 SOOHJHSWaT J5JJOTteHS-C 


WSiveto 49 


0 CANNYLASS17 N TioUb 7-i 3.KreitinOr 

0 RZZYWHQZY24CBate7-13.LOemodk 


39 


5-2 Bftalnr Matey. 7-2 Q Jjyfee. 9-2 Rousts, 6-1 Prefi? Oman, utorush 10- 
1 a-yrndrci i 2 -i Sants 9meL Cmytau. 20-1 R=t Udm 


3.00 RQtATE SERVICES HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £3.067: Im 3yd) (20) 

1 IT) 004- TAMEWJBAY289(F)UBfiSaei9-7_Gfciter 7D 

2 Hi 01-D RMGLEADS143 fOJ) NTnUa 9-6-DPexs 76 

3 HB1 0-61 SHMIWAHJ SONG 11 (Ci-G) J Glim S-5 . J Fannie SO 

(9) 20-6 MIS1Y U00R 35 U JOnan 9-3_0 HoSanfl 74 

15) -200 BARftfLfiO 17(S) JJTTwaflS-J- WSW* B9 

(14) 030- HALF A KMGKEH 275 R FSiey 9-1.- JCanoB 

(lOi -WO RKW MOUNTAIN 20 N CjBaghan 94} G Daffidd 
(17; -410 SAATTES 13 fflJS) W UcKesan 9-0.... RWnsm(5) 

l ] 2 i 040 Bivov 24 c nwitm 8-15 OeteMcKeoM 75 

(4) 045 WSS BUSSHX 30 R Hifls 8-12_JDSntii(3) 71 

U51 4-00 FWSff LADY 24 (R) T EXVby 8-10 L Oonock 65 

(5) 440- fWOLETTE 198 J HaGzsM S-10_A CUBam 59 

13 HJi P60 ELLA FALLS 24 Ltss J Care 8-7_PFessjyp] 54 

14 (19) 6-00 THOMTOUNBELLE37JGatiSe6-3 _. _ JPEgn 47 

15 (6) 000- STB’HAN&EORGE 205 U BriUan 8-0 . D Henagti (7) 43 

16 061 -«4 BAYLHfiU 13 J BoUt 8-0- JUcAaleftTj 50 

t7 (3) 004- JUST N068Y 234 Enrol Incite 7-13 —. Kte TMkf E6 

IB (201 000- StrtTLBYMARC 211 NBvma 7-12_SMrfmy 54 

19 12/ 004) BanoCK 13 Mrs G Reo 7-10 _ Aagda Hark* (7) 61 

lV (ft) 50-0 DESRFSGOLD43UBnttan7-10_NKenudy 58 

5-1 Stenrai Song. 6-1 BanoBte. 7-1 Mea BtsaV. Bqtom. B-i SaHts. 10-1 
Mlay Uoo>. 12-1 Fnsky Lady. Ptiotete. 14-1 ales. 


4.00 BRANDLING HOUSE DISTAFF HANDICAP 

(£3,453:51) (11) 

> i5) 0-40 DOTAL DREAU 31 (O^.S) J Seny 3-9-17 JCsrrvt 68 

2 (8) -033 DWAKTI21 C Boom 3-MI. aCbk« M 

3 (2! 550- SHHWGOLOUO204 (B.F)MBe«5-9-5 . . UFcfflm C0 

4 19) 0023 SOLD EDGE 13 (F) Emm IftCM 4-9-4 . KtoiTrtte 70 

5 >31 004) TWE1UTANGO 19 (D.nGUUU9 5-9-t DHoBand 61 

E nil 300- COLLEGE PROCESS 231 (Dfl SC Wilams 4-8-13 

' 0 Water*: l7j 62 

7 m (MB Dffl«ei£4|D.RTEffiMlw&-8-in . DWwnag|i(7) 67 

8 (11 00-0 OflNA RLPA S ID.n kfes L Ste&n 5-8-7 . 0 Peats 54 

9 (101 6010 SUNSET HARBOUR 14 (O.F.G) S ten EMU 5-M 

J Farm B3 

10 IS} -000 BALLARD LAW 33 lG£) JY/xmIQK 6-8-6 

rtpy lirtwMi 69 

11 (41 0-46 PATHA2E 5 (DJ) H BTO09 5-frl .. LCfamort 54 

9-2 DoMnete S-\ O'UanL 6-i coaege Pnnccs. 7-1 amino Cloud fl-i Rotoi 
Drasn. Gold Edge. i0-i Taw lo Tanga. Rand Ladr. 12-1 odes 


4.35 ST. M0DWEN MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 

STAKES (3-Y-0. E2.7B7- Im 2132yd) (6) 

1 161 44-3 BSIEvaiTUS 21 J DurtOfi 9-0 .... G CW*r 

2 (3) 0 MTLU013TEnangun9-0 -.JTate - 

3 |1) 2 ALWST GOT n 12 J Pates M . .. . J Form 57 

4 (TJ 43-3 LA TEMNA 19 W Jarre 8-9 _ . ... UTtttm 67 

5 (4) G HELB016VEF1FTYSK 5 R Craggt 6-9 ... I Charm 54 

6 (5i 00 SHARP SARAH 15 BHDbB-9 . . DHotond 48 

54 BoBvenkE 7-4 La Tub™, -t-t Shop Saoh 12-1 Alms bit 116-1 Mriud. 
25-1 UdDoraneteysa 


COURSE SPECWLJSTS 


TRAINERS: H Ceol. 8 wnwn Iron 27 iwnw 296%. J Dunlop it 
bran 38.2B 9V Nl Bell. 10 trom 39.25 U Johreaov. 25 bam 147. 
(70&: P Owe. 3 from r*7. 15 8%. S KeAtewO. 4 ram 29. W 
JOCKEYS: 0 KUland. 10 wiiwn- hon 43 ruto. 23 31. M Fenmv G 
trom 29.20 7%. a UcOrare. i kan 72. 182%. D Hanism. 4 from 25. 
IBOii. G Mheitt. 10 tarn S3.120%. J Fatune. Ifi km w. JT 3%. 


□ Britain's challenge for the Irish 2.000 
Guineas at the Curragh on Saturday was 
reduced yesterday when La-Faah was pulled 
out. The Barry Hills-trained colt had been 
expected to join fellow raiders Victory Note. 
Desert Prince and Fa-Eq but connections have 
decided he needs more time to recover from his 
recent exertions in France. 



THUNDERER 

2-20 Bright Eclipse. 2.50 Hi Marble. 3.20 Bayline 
Star. 3.50 Shimba Hills, 4.20 BJuagale. 450 Chopper 
Coll. 5^0 Speriafize. 

Carl Evans: 4.20 Bkiagale. 


GOING: FIRM 


SIS 


2.20 NATUNAL RIDING WEBCSB1MG HURDLE 

(£1,679:2m 2f) (8 runners) 

1 3PP3 BRIGHTECLPSE8(F)AFiwl5-11-D-JFrotf 

2 0000 0TD7D15BBstei6-11-C-VStetory 

3 POSO kOfSTOte70NAvlHe6-11-9_RfiBW 

4 0000 SSPR0SPERnYZ7ltissS1Nilanni6-i1-0 N1MMntfai(7) 

5 /4P- HAYD0N WU. 37EP (G) 3 Cote 7-10-9-GSm*(5) 

£ 4K» LAM1RA57CRoafam6-10-9_MAflSteW 

7 M3 GABOVA 135 U Pan 4-10-4_CUaa* 

8 D KEY TO 279 UcCaut 4-10-4_R Hobson (7) 

li-IOGstuna. 9-4firtflWfdiue. 8-i Barata. 14-r SeeFteporitr. Xtf Ta 16-1 
DMo. Mteton. 3-1 Htavdon HI 


2.50 BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.640:2m 71) (8) 

1 P3Q3 OLIVETTE SECRET 33 (D.GJM Pip B-ll 10 ... C Undo 

? 3044 vnjjOMIS ROULETTE 13 A HoblEB-11-0-GTormey 

3 0351 HI UAR8LE 17 raS) Mq M Joes 7-1D-10-R Tbonten 

4 34PI SPWT LEVEL 22 (CJ^JSI J H Pajrai 10-10-6 — T Dascwtee 

5 U/P4 SEA SCAMP 61 tQDUfciflf 10-10-1-GnyLe«*S (3) 

G 0600 REDGRAVEWOlf70vBetmp5-10-0-RGroone 

7 POOP HWERS*a/*(n»r*«riw«8-rM _ Sopht UUM Of 

6 OPPO RYWG ARTIST 22 S KMfl« 6-1M ---DSater (3) 

r-l H itatta 9-4 sprt LevbL 4-1 OkwrsSrod. 6-1 WtanRaiaBB-KM Sa 
Scanp CP-1 Rer&Jie YtdL 33-1 ImSm Fifing Aik# 


3.20 SIMPKINS EDWARDS NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.761:2m 7f 110yd) (9) 

1 PUP3 BAYUHE STAR 16 (S) Ites H Krmni 6-11-7-JFTRby 

2 P4P7 APOLLO VENTURE 11191 S Cote 10-11-0- G Somite (5) 

3 OOPf BOSCO-STOUCH 13(G)M&*m»7-11-0. PHofl^ 

4 F4UU UOORLANO HGHti.YBT 12 ffi) A Hobbs 7-11-0 WrLJeScrri 

5 UE3B PURBECK CAVAUB113 (Si R AteaV-11-0 . A Bates (3) 

5 31/5 RUSNETTO 6 fflfl RAkKf B-11-0 - W50unck(3) 

7 02U0 THE HATOER 17 (B£) H fate 10-11-0 - RBmM 

6 PFQ5 VALLtS VALE 17 J Kim HM—.- LCwanteffl 

9 3815 DWtAN 50 (B.BKF.B.S} M Pipe 5-lD-G- CltaKB 

5-2 Bayflae Sa. (-1 Omn. 5-1 Boot's Touch. &-i Putxcfc Cwala. B-l 
UaxXttl W&Brer. Tin XHt*u. 10-1 V3«s Kte 14-1 etm 


3.50 SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB HANDICAP 
CHASE (£3,178:2m 31110yd) (9) 

1 3444 COIXflEE 17B(PASi J (Oog KMM- UAOzmnU 

2 550P BJSH0PS CASTLE IM (C.F AS) B Frost 10-10-13 ... JFiom 

3 a«P THAI BOSS 17 |RMte H Molt 7-1D-12- JQteSy 

4 B2P- TOOMUCHTOOSOtM 392 lo/G)UP*e 10-10-9 Clluk 

5 5RB SHMBA WiS 38 (S) G MtCoun 10-iM— E Hcstand (3) 

G 4G4P KUXEAD 13 0 H BucSW 9-10-3-B Pml 

7 F222 H0IAH1B4PLE10 (BF.D{) X Bdreo 7-1M GSuppte (5) 
B 42FP AK7THBI COURSE 56 (B.S) C ktann 10-10-0 

IStsStaTWcugh 

9 254P GABtSH 193 (DJ.G) B Scrtven 13-1M-E fa 

9-4 ShintM Hills, 5-1 ntei Tonpte. &-i Cooferai. 7-1 im Boss. MhexL H 
Tunun Toosoan. AmshB Cause. i6-1 oOmis. 


4.20 WEST OF ENGLAND NOVICES HUNTERS 
CHASE (£1,453:2m 31110yd) (11) 

1 4PF1 BU1AGALE 17(631 PWchofe 7-12-5 ... . ifr J Ifezara (3| 
? -PPP AfiANBWT 27 J Young 8-12-0 . MrJYoono(7) 

3 -465 AND WHAT B££ 17P <Bfl MKs E Pmg 9-12-0 

l*JCnwtey0 

4 12F4 BALDHU CHANCE IIP ff,G) ILong HH2-0 UisAHwd{7) 

5 4PPP DROWN CHAT IIP A Cote 10-12-0_Ur L JtflonJ 17) 

G 2PP FATHSt JACK BP Tide 7-12-0. Ur G Bartoot-SaM (7) 

7 3U4F JACTAMUS-40PWa S Reft 7-12-0 ._. .URMUgsrfo 

6 02UU J 9 LAD 15 (G£) H Tuck 12-12-0 ... Miss V Roberta (7) 

9 3U36 PAN69LAN 12 H Hnyns 5-12-0. Ui S Dinck {31 

10 PS0U ALWAYS LYNSEY IIP (BlBrbn Host 9-11-9 UtKCHumm 
It /Pm EATDN5 Z2 P Snan MI-9- Hss M Coranln ft 

4-7BkHOtfB. 11-2 Pangeon. 10-1 BaUreCnam. 12-1 JBLad, m-i Jadorae. 
20-1 And WbI Ebe, Fidiar Jad, 25-1 Ohm. 


4.50 PimWG YOUR BUSINESS 

FIRST HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.792:2m 3t 110yd) (7) 

1 FPPP Kffl 1 ME M MMD 16 {F.&S1 N Mflchafl 9-11-10 

Sophte 10*011(3} 

2 0051 ROSS IMNCaU7 (VJ=,S) J SUww 5-n 9 .. J Magee (3) 

3 4203 ISIS DMNN 68 ( 6 ) PHOBts 8-11-5. Mr R Wtdger (7) 

4 5PS1 COPPBtCOU,9(DiS)MPipe6-1l-0(7oi1 CUaude 

5 M33 ON MY 70S 195 R Frost 7-10-13 ..J Frost 

6 13*8 EHEBI ISLAND 17 {CDJ.aS) A Eur 12-10-ID L Hamey 

7 0400 J 0 WKING 17f,6)RBndder6-10-10- BPo«l 

11-10 CowBCntt, 8-2 SBLawi. 81 RrosDancai.81 OnMyToe. 12-1 Jane 
f&U 16-1 Grewtete 20-1 Keep Mete Mnd 


5.20 TAX PLANNING 

NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,505:2rn 2f) (15) 

1 5571 CONNAUGHT CRACKER 220 0 P Haoto 8-12-0 

UrRWidgeri7| 

7 1105 GRAYPASTa9S0MPtpc4.f%C .. CMoaae 

3 fiOH) DC FLEDERMAUS 61 Ute HkragH 4-1IS . . JCuSOfy 

4 0005 MBTH1 CH«>S 63 J King 7-11-1..M Retails 

5 4-10 TAP SHOES 37 |F) R Bate 8-10-13 ... ... VStanaj 

6 3P-P BARANOV217FHHow810-12 ._. .. MAFfcgeraw 

7 0302 tfflaOS 57 R Frns 7-10-10..J Fraa 

B 00-5 WEST BAY BREEZE 4$ R Bucila 6-10-9_ B Pond 

9 3111 SPECMUZE t/flfilkBte*e6-10-6— . RTIwfflon 

10 460P QUEEN OF THE SUFI 69 9 UKCtell 9-1IM SopiK UttM (3) 

11 PPQ2 IfT TW BID 5 pl I WBanc 7-10-7-D J Casey 

12 3POO EASTtXWG0LD6uST13AHette5-lIH) . G Tamey 

13 3PP0 40U.Y JAMS 71 Hs MJmes 7-10-0- R Jotnwn 

14 ORfl) BOLT OF GOLD 6 L Wnng 10-10-0- M Gfittttc. (5) 

15 n/PO TRELAWNEYS DREAM 28 N HnAB 810-0 . . J R Kararagh 

62 Spadafue. 4-1 Conugia Cacte, 7-1 Gray Pastel TO- r Tap Slues. OKte. 
12-1 rtl The BMt 14-1 Dm Rodramau, llisto Qaps 16-1 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TTWNHtS: Mra M Jones. 3 nlnneK bran 10 niwa. 30.0*. C fcbnn. 
4 bom 14. 28.61: kfe H UdgM. 31 tram 116, 26 7%. M Pipe. 66 
hm 249,285*. P Hotte. 26 Iran 126.20 6 V A Don. 4 bum 26. 
15.4* 

JOCKEYS: R Metier. 3 tews bran Ilcfttes, Z73* J Wte, 9trran 
4ft zm C Maude. 15 tom 80.185%: 6 Sran*. 5 hm 30. lfi.7%; 
PHnOw. 10 torn 63.155%. JWWf. 5 toon 32.15.6V J Frost 17 
kom i& 136%. 


Blinkered first time 

EXETER 3 2U Fiusnetio. 420 And Whai Elsa, Always Lynsey 
5.20 Hit Ttia BkL NEWCASTLE: 3.00 Frisky Lady. 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


Goodwood 

Going: good to Arm 

2.10 (70 1. BERAYSTM <P Ftotoneor, 7-2J. 

2. Kariyh (R Hlfc. 6-4 lav); 3. Dodo (K 
Fallon, IM). ALSO RAN 1 7-2 Swing 
Along. 11 GaBngar (fiih.1, 33 EJa-AndruDa. 
50 toebratron. Corn Dewar Reids 151M. 
Garbo. Jus’chdkn', Ftoisrt Spiendour (4UT1. 
SowetGilStarofTheCouie 13 ran NR: 
Queen'3 HaL 41. H T«I. f!»r. M 
Jaivts ai Newmartel Tote; £5 IO, £150. 
£1 40,CLIO OF-£4 40 TOo-E10 30 CSF' 
£7 78 

2,40(E/)1,TFtiPLEHAYpDofc>t«,9-1).2, 
SiTvenno [K Falon. 7-2): 3, Montendre (J 
Reid, 9-1). ALSO RAN: 3-1 lav Stand TaJ 
I4th). 7 Oga (6th), 5 Ftapertory. JS Smooth 
E^Ang (sSo 7 ran 1 H hd.hd, 1HI. M R 
Hannon at Easi Evartewh. Tote. £1050: 
E3 70, £2.70. DF £24.4tJ CSF: £33.92 

3.10 dm II 192yd) 1. NAPOLEON'S 
SISTER (K Fakm. 20-1): 2. Putima (M 
Roberta. 7-1). 3. Enchant (W R Swtntoum. 
7-21. ALSO RAN. 5-2 lav Another Fantasy, 
3 Moodscteui (4tfi), 12 AndaDsh <64Til. 20 
Forum (6wj, 33 FTush 0 ran 2V. 21. 11I, 
sh hd. D Etowenh al Whncombe. Tola- 
£17.40. 2220, 12.20. £1 30 OF' £46 50. 
CSF: £124 24. 

3.40 |1mBJ) 1. HENRY ISLAND (M HIlB, 
2S-11. 2 Mowarod (R HBls, 13-8 trofl; 3. 
Berudom (K Falbn, 100-30). ALSO RAN. 
11-2 Raise A FYlnca (4i7i). 15 Parted 
Paradigm (6tti). 10 Stale Fair. It Wakes) 
(StnTTran. Hd. 1'4L tel. 51.211 G Wragg 
a Newmartel Tate £18 30. £4.60, £160. 
DF; £30.90. CSF. £55 49 

4.10 (im) 1. STOPPES BROW (W R 
Sunburn, 13-2): 2.2ura (R Cochrane. 16- 
II. 3. Wrtted W Flyen. 10-1): 4. w&rrm 
Knight (A McCarthy, 33-1). ALSO RAN- 
11-2 Jt-tev Acd Atitnd I ah), 11 fl-tav WBd 
Sky. 6 Amber Fori. 9 Caftan. 9 Gee Bee 
Dream (5tfi|. TO Knobtfesnoese. 12 II 
Oestno. 14 RakjG. 16 Smart lOd. 25 
Werdream, 33 Bdroesa Vaney, 33 
NcnSnax. 16 ran tW Wittiod Fnencfe. 
Uil. 1441, hd. IL sh hd G L Moore &i 
BrMROh Tore. £7.60; n SA. £4 30, £3 40, 
E810. OF: £73 70 Trio £324.60 CSF: 
E104.S6. irtcasi-eg^w. 

4.45 (81) 1. RED DELIRIUM (Pat Eddery. 
7-4 jflav). 2. Rhapaodisl (W Ryan. 10-1): 

3. Royal Ortgina (T Quma 7-4 jt-tayi. 
ALSO RAN: 10-1 Toy Tradw. 14 Ivor’s 


Investmanr (4dr), 16 Miss Rone*. 20 
Assured Mcwemems (5tnj. Jade TIqb 
tethl, 33 Autocrat. Fort And Neal. 10 ran 
2H *1, 31. tel, tel R Hannon al Easi 
Evertetgn. Tola £320; El 60. C2.EO. 
£1.20. DF. £17.30 Tno r710 CSF: 
£19.49 

Jackpot: nor won (pool al CZ3.177.IB 
carried toward to Qoodwood today). 
Ptacapot £202.20. 

Qutdpefi: E2G.70. 

Kelso 

Goins: good to Arm 

2.00 (2m 21) 1. COUNTRY ORCHID (W H 
Naughlon. 7-4 fav); 2. Freedom Chance 
<R Garr«y. 2-11: 3. Reverse Charge (F 
Leahy, 9-1) ALSO RAN: 5-1 Bn O Magic 
(4th), 12 Jus! Hush Ititni. 25 

Ceftoursoaeons iBthu 33 KJngt Inch fletn. 
100 Up And Running. B ran NR: Twer 
Pleasures. 41. rtv, 111. f. 10. Mrs M Rgwley 
at Stfltium Tota £2 BO: £118 £110. 
£3 70. DF- £2.50 Trier £5 30 CSF: £4 89 
2J30 (2m 6f 110yd) i. SUPRBytE SOVIET 
(A DoCttn. 9-4 ted; 2. range Minstrel (J 
Birte. 4-D: 3. Castle Red (K Johnson, T4- 
1). ALSO RAN 4-1 Noble Norman (tethl, 7 
Blech Ice. 11 Chariot Man 12 Abbey Lamp. 
20 Super Guy, 50 Ouxal Qoesen. 9 ran. 
221, 5L A Whitens a; Hawufc. Torn. £4.1ft 
£150. £2-00. £4 QO DF: £5.40 Tno 
£2340 CSF £1036. 

&00 Bm 110yd) 1. SAMJABAR (G Lee. 2- 
1 ten; 2, Victor Laszto (A Dotjbm. 4-1); 3. 
Eastern Project (R GanHty. 8-1). ALSO 
RAN: 6-1 Hone^'schoice. 6 Sun or Spring. 
10 Mountain Dream Mtfi). 14 San F/an- 
dsco. 33 Cardenden SO Ovahandy Man. 
100 Nordic Grfl. 150 Son of Tempo, l»raa 
IL 131 Mrs M Reveley a Sahbum. Tote: 
£3.30, £1.10. £1-50, E250. DF: £3.00. Tito 1 
E430 CSF £9.42. Tncasl £46.94. 

3.30 (3m 11) 1. COOUI LAhE (D Parker. 4- 
I), a Oreog Mar tA Dobturr. 103-30): 3. 
Snook PotoKB Storey. 25-11 ALSO RAN: 
2-1 few N oh Young Men ttehi. 9 KjlocJgan. 
15 Garbo'e Boy, 2S RusJy Bade. 7 ran 
3)51,31. J Dm ai Henot Tutb: tB.OO: 52.40. 
Cl 30. DF:£SA). CSF: £1647. 

4.00 13m If) l. JTGTIME fMes L 
B^toume, 2-5 tau): 2. Tartan Tradewinds 
(Mr N Wilson, 13-21:3. StalguaFort ()AH 
NWWn, 33-1). ALSO RAN 1 7-1 Andy 
Burnea (4th). 12 (Jnor. 25 Fdrdstown. 40 
LOughirrsiownBoy, 100 Rismo Bran. 141. 


Bi J Hughes a Satasmefe Tate- £1.60: 
£130, El .60. £3.10 DF.£3.10.CSF £337 
430 (3m 31) 1, UPPY LOUISE (M H 
Naudncn 10-1); Z Ifaieteatafls (W 
Dotting. 11-2). 3. Ruber (Mtea P Robson 
14-D ALSO RAN 3-1 lav Invest Wisely 
iMi). 5 Kinaenaae Lea. Tougn Te&i (4mj. 
M Hand Ol Straw. 16 B toomng Spang. 
Vay Evtdeni. 20 DeUnhrtool. 25 Arrouro 
Again (Hhl, 40 Classic Crest. 200 Flsn 
Quay 13 ran. Itel. 9. Itel. 61. 9 Mrs M 
Reveley * SaBbum Toie. £6 30. £2.40. 
£3.30, £6 50 DF: £17 00 Trio 1 £9810 
CSF. £57.42 Tncast £714 40 
Racepoc £12.10 
Quedpot CT1.-50. 


Worcester 


good to firm 

m a\\ 1, Merciless Cop 1C UemeSyn. 
1. 2. Gold cupper (to-ii. 3. Launpr 
(4-1) 4 ran. 191. Bl Mrs Manna 
Trta: £l 30 DF.E4 10 CSF-£566 
)rr 4 fi 1. Dinky Dora IR Farran. 12- 
imine Strael MO-1). 3. Zaben (12-1). 
leualley (13-2 lav) 19 ran NR 
It 9. tel J Cresswefl Tote £14 90 
£2.30. £3 40. £260 OF- £10200 
£12327 Trcaa £1.385 SB Trio 
0 (pan won Pool ol £386 79 earned 
J io Goodwood 310 loday) 

?m 41 110yd) 1. Stove Fort (R 
Ki. 10040), 2, Ml Strong Gale Mi-0 
TouchSiver (33-11 Gran f*. 2® C 
k_ lore- £3.60 £1 50. El 50 DP. 
CSF. £801. 

Sn) i. Specialize (fi Thornton. 4-5 
Apache Part {1B-U 3. Bon Voyage 
8 ran NH SamankJ 61. 31 h Burte 
£2.50. £1 10. £S GO. £2.40 DF 
. Trio. £4720 CSF £14.46. Incas: 

Im 71 IlOyd) 1, Tom's Gemini Star 
nas Young, 10-1); 2. Zaroon 16-1). 3. 
re Aoam 18-13 lav) 12 ran 21. 51 0 
Toie. £7.00:£2.00,El 20 £110 DF- 
TriwEAW CSF CS099 
m) 1. Did You Know (P HoA». 33-1). 
The Toss (9-2). 3. Kflslord % (5-2 
Iran. Hd 3 CBarweL Tote £&4 EO. 
E2.B0. ££S0, DF. £71.50 CSF- 
7. Trio: £155 M (pan wor. Pod d 
3 earned (cnraid io GoocNwod 310 


Sherwood takes over 


SIMON SHERWOOD is to 
lake over the running of 
Uplands Stables in Upper 
Lam bourn, it was confirmed 
yesterday. The former rider of 
Desert Orchid has been in¬ 
stalled with immediate effect 
at the yard owned by Andrew 
Cohen. Sherwood is taking 
the position vacated by Char¬ 
lie Brooks. “I’m hoping to 


have a few runners for sum¬ 
mer jumping and even some 
on the Flat," he said. 

“I’ve bad discussions with 
Charlie’s owners and I’m 
hoping to persuade them to 
stay, as there are a lot of 
young horses with potential. 

“Ifs very exciting to think 
I'm going to be training 
horses like Suny Bay.” 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 


Hughes in 
surprise 
return to 
St Helens 

By Christopher Irvine 

A QUESTION mark regard¬ 
ing Shaun McRae’s future as 
St Helens coach was raised 
yesterday with the surprise 
reappointment of Eric 
Hughes. Hughes was uncere¬ 
moniously shown the door by 
St Helens in January 19% 
just as McRae was being 
appointed. 

As Football Operations 
Manager, one of Hughes’s 
first jobs when he starts in 
July will be to work with the 
directors who dismissed him 
on appointing a head coach. 
McRae’s three-year cot tract 
expires at die end of the season 
and speculation about its re¬ 
newal has followed two de¬ 
feats by Wigan and the recent 
indifferent form of the team. 

McRae led St Helens to the 
inaugural Super League title 
two years ago and was assis¬ 
tant to Andy Goodway. the 
Great Britain coach, during 
die losing series against Aus¬ 
tralia last November. He was 
seen by many as fortunate to 
inherit the talented team that 
Hughes had. largely created, 
but luck certainly played no 
part in the team’s league and 
Challenge Cup triumphs in 
19% and 1997. 

Malcolm Reilly, the former 
Britain coach, who inspired 
Newcastle Knights to their 
first Australian Rugby League 
tide last year and is due home 
at the end of the season, would 
be a leading candidate for any 
vacancy. 

Hughes, who received noti¬ 
fication that he was making 
way for John Monie at Wigan 
last season via a note on his 
car. said: “Nobody's job is 
threatened by my arrival. The 
first few weeks 111 assess the 
whole coaching set up. I feel 1 
was successful at both Wigan 
and Saints, although t was 
surprised at being asked back. 
Jt took courage by die direc¬ 
tors who sacked me. Perhaps 
they feel they were wrong last 
time." 

Tom EUard, the St Helens 
chairman, said that the ap¬ 
pointment of Hughes did not 
cut across McRae’s duties. 
“Eric will be responsible for 
co-ordinating all the various 
strands and organisation of 
rugby within the club, such as 
scouting, player development, 
transfers and senior player 
recruitment and will work 
dosely with existing staff. He 
will not however, be responsi¬ 
ble for first team selection or 
tactics." he said. 




Hockey World Cup: Amb itious squad seeks to begin with conquest of Spai n 

Wright’s 
goal has 
calming 
influence 


England fit 
to launch 
campaign 
in style 

from Sydney Friskin inutrecht 
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THERE are no injury worries 
for the England men's team 
who start their World Cup 
challenge here this evening 
with a match against Spain, 
the silver medal-winners at 
the 19% Olympic Games m 
Atlanta. 

After completing the prepa¬ 
rations that began last Sep¬ 
tember and included a 
training camp in Sicily, the 16 
England players have high 
hopes of improving on Ihe 
sixth place that they achieved 
in Sydney four years ago. 
Under their Australian coach, 
Barry Dancer, England are 
one of the fittest of the 12 teams 
in contention here. 

In Simon Mason and David 
Luckes, England have two of 
the best goalkeepers in the 
world. Jon Wyatt, voted the 
player of the year by the 
Hockey Writers* Club, is a 
tower of strength in deep 
defence, where he is well- 
supported by Andy Hum¬ 
phrey. Brett Garrard, Julian 
Halls and Billy Waugh, the 
captain. 

At centre half, the tireless 
Justin Pidcock marshals his 
forces skilfully around him. 
These include Duncan Woods. 
James Wallis and Jason Lee. 
who can alternate as a for¬ 
ward. In the starting line-up 


DETAILS 


ENGLAND SQUAD: S Mason (RwcStq). D 
Lucfces (East Gnnosad). J WyaB (Read- 
„ J Hats (HOM. Holland), W Wajgh 
uttigke). C (Merit, SwtzBrtand), J 
Lee (Old Loug teonian s). A ^ Humph rey 

B Shape (Cannock!, R 

ad). D Woods (Southgate). M Poem 
(Reading), N Thompson (Old 
Lflughton ia na). 

FIXTURES Today: Pool A Gennany v 
India, Somh Korea v New Zealand, Htwnd 
Cnada Pad B: Point v AusOata, 
Malaysia v Pafcisum. Spain v Enatend. 
Tomowowr Pod A: New Zealand v 
Germany. Canada v South Korea, India v 
Holland. May 2& Pod B: Pakistan v 
England Poland v Malaysia, Australia v 
Span. tt»y 2* Pod A: Saudi Korea v taefla. 
Holland v Gennany. New Zealand v 
Canada May 25: Pod B: Malaysia v 
AustrafcL PaMaan v Spain. England v 
Poland May 26: Pod A: hda v New 
Zealand. Canada v Germany, Hotand v 
South Korea May Z7: Pod & Pakistan v 
Pctand Spain v Malaysia. Austefia v 
Engtend»tey2B:PodA:GamBryvSoutn 
Korea fevta v Canada. Now Zealand v 
Hotand POd B: England v Malaysia Spain 
v Poland, Austrafa v Pakistan. Ctessiflca- 
lloil/tak matches: May 30 lo Ju» 1 
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Date ^ Company name 


Vanufc AcfestodScora 


6 APR 


14 APR 


MAPS 


1 MAY 


4 MAY 


5 MAY 


6 MAY 


6 MAY 


6 MAY 


7 MAT 


7 MAY 


7 MAY 


7 MAY 


8 MAY 


8 MAY 


8 MAY 


9MAY 


12 MAY 


13 MAY 


FMJUKEMTSUBtSHI TEWKESBURY PARK 124 

jcwhu a jwbouit ss Jcunrowaof si smra 
I LLCASA, NORTHWEST 134 

cw&otx f«ouixi chxmbkih k oaten a 

NHS WALES UAHDRfNDOO 13S 

WELLS 

■ ■email-- rremanw nwnnss 

U.GJ. SPORTS ASSOOATUN ROCXMOUNT 140 

KKGUIHaa SKBHH1Y 37 JKOURT 38 ASTCHWT X 

WEATKERFOROUKLTD RBMUACKAR 115 

dmm 27 atiEmmn ahhblh BMcnmst 
AOUA-CAS-AVX NORTHAMPTON 130 

JFSW» BUTIM M ■Um H HRTBBt II 

BMI PARK HOSPITAL SHERWOOD FOREST 138 

cobm si ■mmecBMis jjbukss ■■obcou.m 
SCHRODER AM) SKANIHA LIFE MOORPARK 123 

■nutst sorasoH e ecurasoss iimas 

ROYAL AGRICULTURE COLLEGE CHENCESTB1 133 

liNOEM AantnoLS MCoraura ■■koittre s 

FINANCIAL OBJECTS PLC BROCKET HALL 115 

jeonusE 77 tenure mowws&n iiwiima 

COPFm IKW A CLOVER WATBIL00VH1E 138 

iiunffi re Burras ss jpuroy m (stout u 

AON CONSULTING UMTTH) WEST HILL 138 

djhesjb icuana usaern jjusin 
TPS/K00AK DUNBLANE NEW 118 

cacctmcizi jhmbjw a innana Kimnsre 

HETABRASWE LIMITED ENVU1E 117 

ssnorzs thottm psumsa rcoc mn ia ss 
6HH)«ER MERCHANT LTD TIE ROYAL 116 

BELFAST 

aoueauH oraotcra stnaowia ilgcketsz 

KVAERNER DEL A GAS LOOTED FOttflLLS 116 

■both si Manuals) a msm a pnmresm a 

□ NORMANSSONS SWOVBIHAMPARK 111 

kmrmmh euma ■8nmmtn irema 

THAMES WATER SAHDFORD 129 

SPRINGS 

bhmctt re obbx ss icon u oarm n 

ABBEY KINGS PARK HOSPITAL AUCH7ERADER 142 

■miDotua sstuuit a abomts JMUS 
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CITROEN 


f.i' )Lf rv > 


stfokesQvef GOLF 


For event details you can either; 

1 TELEPHONE 0171405 7273 
*- FAX64CK ON 0660 600564 

3 ACCESS THE GOLF TODAY INTERNET SITE ON 


Nsdcna; Frol 


sports 



the three front-runners are 
usually Ben Sharpe. Russell 
Garcia and Nick Thompson, 
with Marie Beam, the youn¬ 
gest in the squad at 21. 
operating as a valuable 
substitute. 

Garda’s natural gifts en¬ 
able him to create opportuni¬ 
ties at centre forward and he 
can aign capitalise on short 
corners and penalty strokes. 
At short corners. Calum Giles 
remains supreme as he contin¬ 
ues to turn the fortune of a 
game England’s way with his 
conversions. 

He was not available for the 
six nations tournament at 
Ipoh, Malaysia, in March, 
and. had he been there, Eng¬ 
land would have secured a 
higher plating than fifth. 
Great things are expected of 
him here. 

In the few weeks before the 
departure from London for the 
World Cup, England faced 
only moderate opposition but 
their two victories against 
New Zealand at Milton 
Keynes last week enabled 
than to find belief in 
themselves. 

Spain have always caused 
problems for England but 
they are not the force that they 
woe in Atlanta, a feet 
emphasised by a recent 7-3 
defeat against Holland in a 
tour match. Last September 
England played Spain twice, 
winning 2-1 and drawing I-I. 
results that should give Eng¬ 
land a psychological advan¬ 
tage. A win for England, or at 
least a draw, should keep their 
hopes alive of qualifying from 
pool B. 

England’s second match, on 
Saturday, is against the hold¬ 
ers. Pakistan. It should be 
some comfort to England that 
they have not lest to Pakistan 
in the World Cup. Of the four 
matches played between the 
countries so far, England have 
won two and the others have 
been drawn. At Wfllesden in 
1986—when England finished 
runners-up in their best World 
Cup so far — they beat 
Pakistan 3-1 and they achieved 
a 2-0 victory in Sydney. 

Pakistan have banked on 
experience at the expense of 
youth and their selectors have 
been criticised for the inclu¬ 
sion of Shahbaz Ahmed and 
Tahir Zaman, whom many 
critics regard as being over the 
hill England’S chances of a 
place in the semi-finals should 
hinge on the result of this 
match. 

There follows a game 
against Poland, who do not 
have enough experience to 
trouble England, and then 
comes die confrontation with 
Australia, Who are expected to 
top the pool. It will need a 
superlative effort by England 
to upset the Australians. 

finally. England resume 
their battles with Malaysia, 
the teams having met three 
times at Ipoh in March. In a 
warm-up match before the 
Azlan Shah Cup, England 
beat Malaysia 2-1, the pool 
match in the tournament end¬ 
ed in a 1-1 draw but, in the 
play-off for fifth place, Eng¬ 
land won 3-2 with Garcia 
scoring a hat-trick. 

The two strongest teams in 
pool A are Holland and 
Germany. leaving India with 
a stiff task if they are to reach 
the semi-finals. Gennany, 
who have never won the 
World Cup. look the strongest 
team; they reached die final in 
Bombay in 1982. but lost 3-1 to 
Pakistan. 




Annan is more concerned with being a member of the best team in the world rather than the best-dressed 

Annan refuses to skirt issue as 
glamour game draws critics 
H 


ow did you find 
Holland?" was a 
question once 
asked by a Noel Coward 
character. “Flat”, came the 
deadpan reply. It is not the 
experience that Alyson Annan 
can expect over the next ten 
days. Widely regarded as the 
best woman hockey player in 
the world, she is the midfield 
playertbrward in die best 
team in the world, Australia. 
Their defence of the World 
Cup rolled into motion yester¬ 
day in Utrecht with a SO 
victory over Scotland, in 
which Annan scored. 

The Australians are also the 
Olympic champions and 
Atman. 24, has already earned 
ISO caps. “I still get the same 
buzz each time we're at a 
major tournament” she said. 
“But we don't go in expecting 
to win. Four years ago at the 
last World Cup, we had 
Russia in the first game and 
thought they weren't going to 
be so good. We lost and 1 
think that was the biggest 
lesson we ever learnt” 

Many of the finer points to 
Australia’s fast athletic game 
have been taught by Ric 
Chariesworth. one of Austra¬ 
lia’s most capped internation¬ 
als. “It’s fantastic to be 
coached by him.” Annan said. 
“A lot of what he says we take 
as gospel and I think when 
you have that type of respect 
for your coach it brings out 



the best in everyone” Anyone 
watching the Australians 
playing England at Milton 
Keynes last week would sure¬ 
ty acknowledge that their best 
is sufficient to bring even the 
most partisan spectators to the 
edge of their seats. In the first 
of the two matches. England 
showed a defiant swagger 
themselves but the 2-2 draw 
was hardly an accurate reflec¬ 
tion of Australia’s attacking 
dominance. 

“Thirty-one shots on goal to 
England’s nine doesn't come 
out that well,” Annan said. 
“We were still a little jet 
lagged after flying in a few 


days before, but that’s no 
excuse for only scoring two 
goals.” Annoyance was dear 
and Australia won S-2 two 
nights later. 

If Annan was miffed about 
Australia's inability to find 
the net. she was downright 
bewildered by England's 
attempt to publicise the 
games. In an alleged effort to 
widen the game's appeal, the 
English Hockey Association 
(EHA) chose to show I ^year- 
old Ludlla Wright England's 
youngest World Cup player, 
lying in seductive pose, 
draped in black dress and red 
lipstick, with the caption 
“8J0pm. My Place”. 

■'We would do it rather 
differently.” Annan said. 
“Being ranked Nol in the 
world, as we have been for 
about three years, seems a 
better way to go about it We 
didn't so much object to the 
picture as the words in news¬ 
paper articles that followed.” 

They included Monica 
Pickersgfll, the president of 
the EHA. saying: “We want to 
show that normal, sexy, boy- 
interested girls play hockey 
and you don’t have to look 
like a horse.” 

Annan launched her usual, 
accurate tackle. “It was like 
saying that this is the only 
way we can make the wom¬ 
en’s game non-butch. Interna¬ 
tional hockey is not about that 
and we don't have to 


glamorise ourselves to feel 
like we're ladies.” However, 
Australia’s dress sense — this 
time on the pitch — was not 
without its critics. Reports 
spread that the side were 
about to ditch their skirls in 
favour of a lycra body-suit 
and that the world governing 
body would have to intervene. 

“There was never any doubt 
that we would be wearing 
skirts,” Annan said. “We were 
always going to. but we want¬ 
ed something more comfort¬ 
able. Now the skirts are tight, 
the shirts don't get in the way 
and they don’t become heavy 
when you sweat” 

The new gear went through 
several alterations before Ihe 
athletics-style vest design was 
settled upon. Annan would 
have no qualms wearing it to 
roach her Sydney Chun* of 
England Grammar School 
hockey team when she returns 
home to her job as a teacher's 
assistant By then she might 
have another gold medal to 
polish and her sights set on 
the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. 

“Having the Olympic 
Games in your home city has 
to be the best thing that could 
happen in anyone’s sporting 
life,” she said. "By then I'd 
like to be a fitter, more 
consistent player. I'm always 
willing to ieam how to do 
things better.” Image, it 
seems, should be the least of 
the opposition's worries. 


From Cathy Harris 

INUTRECHT 

LUCIUA WRIGHT celebrat¬ 
ed her World Cup debut with 
the superb first-half strike dial 
gave England a 1-0 victory 
over India yesterday in their 
opening match of the tourna¬ 
ment here. 

The result came as a huge 
relief to a squad that has had 
to be reshuffled because of 
serious injuries to two Olym¬ 
pic strikers. Tina Cullen and 
Mandy Nicholls. 

Maggie Souyave. the Eng¬ 
land coach, admitted it had 
been a disappointing perfor¬ 
mance, but said: “first games 
are never easy and we strug¬ 
gled to break India down. But 
we should have .done better 
with all die possession we 
had.” 

Kirsty Bowden.the captain, 
Wright and Jennie Bimson 
were all solid in midfield as 
England controlled the early 
stages. The decisive goal came 
in the nineteenth minute when 
Wright collected the rebound 
from Jane Smith's ferocious 
comer shot and unleashed an 
unstoppable drive. 

Wright 18, said: "I took it on 
the half-volley and just hit it as 
hard as l could. "Unable to 
sustain the pressure after the 
interval, England never man¬ 
aged another shot on target. 

India, sensing the chance of 
snatching a point, pushed 
forward but although they 
created several scoring oppor¬ 
tunities England held firm 
during an uncomfortable final 
ten minutes. 

Souyave described today's 
match against Holland as “the 
big one.” adding: “U will be 
the first time we’ve played in 
the main stadium and it will 
be in front of a capacity crowd 
of 15 000. I don’t envisage 
making any drastic changes, 
although we may alter our 
tactics slightly." 

Australia showed that they 
intend to make a successful 
defence of their crown when 
they swept Scotland aside 5-0. 
The Scots seldom threatened 
the Olympic gold medal-win¬ 
ners and had Tracey Robb, 
their goalkeeper, to thank for 
keeping the scoreline 
respectable. 

A goal from a penalty comer 
by Bianca Langham and a 
wonderful individual effort by 
Julie Towers gave the Austra¬ 
lians a 2-0 lead at the interval. 
Katrina Powell made it 3-0 ten 
minutes after the restart be¬ 
fore Alyson Annan flicked one 
of her penalty comer specials 
past Sue Lawrie. Powell netted 
her second from close range 
five minutes from time. Scot¬ 
land have a rest day today 
before meeting the United 
States tomorrow. 

Pietie Coetzee. South Afri¬ 
ca's prolific teenage 
goal scorer, enhanced her rep¬ 
utation as one of the world’s 
best players when she 
whipped in goals from penalty 
comers in each half to help her 
side to a 2-1 win over China. 

ENGLAND: H Rosa (ljnn/oretfy of 
Massachusetts), J Empson (Cantetbuy). 

M Clewtow (Canterbury), K Brown 
(Sough). J MoUd (Le'Castef), L Wright 
rOkon). K Bowden [Leicester, captain). J 
Btmson (Loughborough Stud e nts). J 
Stasmfth (Sutton CofdhefcJ). p Miter 
(Leicester). J Smith (Slough) Subattutas: 

5 Blanks (Leicester). L Copeland (Slough).. 
K Moore \Otan\. F Greenham (06on) 

MDIA: H (nrocani. H Soy. S Kaur (CJpiaml. 

M TM«y. S Tete. M Kaur. K Data). S Gusan. 

N KhuBar. P Ran). S Devi SUtsUlutes: R 

Bala. J Ku*u. S Chanu 

Umpires: R Chaus (USA) and U Canon 

(Germany) 

SCOTLAND: TBabo (Glasgow Western). V 
Nai (Edmtxrgh Lathes) A Denholm 
(Glasgow Western). C Corcoran (Ear* 


, _(HGC). . 

Robertson (Gtove captan) S MacDonald 
iSOm^i) R Simpson (Ecfattiur^i Lades). 
SuOsntuws: S Lawrie (BiadwJ). F Pear¬ 
son lEdnour.^i Ladies). S Fraser iGrove). 
A Grant lEontxjrgfi LadiKj. L Button 
lEdintwgn LaAesi 

AUSTRALIA: J Scwty. J Hasiam k Aflen. K 
Stane, R Garard. N Mod K SfWh L Pkwe* 
R Hawvrx teartiini. V Powe!1. A Annan. 
Svtettuiea. J Towers C fAichcHf-Taverner. 
A Peat'-. B Lan'jham. C Maiilaix: 

Umpires: Lee W, 0( (Scu’.h Korea) and J 
NocHjVJs (England i 


GOLF: IMPROVEMENTS HELP TO KEEP CORPORATE COMPETITION ON COURSE FOR ANOTHER RECORD ENTR Y 

Times Challenge continues to grow in strength 


By Mel Webb 

ITIS the proud boast of The 
Times Mees Pierson Corporate 
Golf Challenge that it has 
grown every year since its 
launch six years ago, and 199S 
is proving to be no exception. 
As the end of May approach¬ 
es. more than 500 registra¬ 
tions have been received at 
Challoige headquarters, an II 
per cent increase over last 
year. 

From day one. corporate 
Britain has thrown its weight 
behind the challenge amCas 
the period of maximum inter¬ 
est — historically June, July 
and early August — draws 
closer, hopes are high that last 
year's figure of more than 
1.100 entries will be hand¬ 
somely exceeded. 

John Mitchell, the man 



responsible for the original 
concept of a competition 10 
create a synergy between two 
key areas of coverage in The 
Times - sport and business— 
continues to run the Challenge 
on behalf of the newspaper 
and MeesPierson. the title 
sponsors, as well as an unri¬ 
valled group of support spon¬ 
sors. Mitchell, like all 
connected with the event, is 
encouraged by the continuing 


and expanding response from 
the business world. 

“We have known from the 
start that we have had a high- 
quality event on our hands," 
ne said. “I think one of the 
main reasons we continue to 
grow at such a healthy rate is 
that we are constantly think¬ 
ing of ways to improve and 
enhance the competition for 
the companies that enter. 
Innovations that we have in¬ 
troduced this year demon- 
straie our desire to make the 
Challenge better and better for 
people playing in it." 

The most important change 
in the Challenge this year is 
that a course rating system 
has been introduced to give all 
entrants an even chance of 
progressing to the regional 
final stages of the competition. 
The system is based on adjust¬ 


ing the scores that are submit¬ 
ted to the Challenge offices 
according to the standard 
scratch score of the course 
on the day that the event is 
held, compared with the par 
figure. 

This has the effect of in¬ 
creasing the scores marginally 
if the firm’s competition is 
being held on a difficult course 
and penalising those who elect 
to play on an easier layout. 
“Over the years, this has 
proved to be one slightly 
unfair feature of the competi¬ 
tion in that we treated every 
golf day equally, no matter 
what the degree of difficulty of 
the course they arc playing 
on.” Mitchell said. "We believe 
this rule change will mean 
that everybody will be compet¬ 
ing on a level playing-field. 

“We have always promised 


our competitors that we will 
do everything in our power to 
make the Challenge better for 
them. It is our earnest desireio 
have a totally balanced compe¬ 
tition and. judging from the 
feedback that we have had. 
Ihis is a welcome addition to 
the rules of engagement for 
thecvenL” 

The regional final series, 
played on 1*1 courses of the 
highest calibre throughout 
October, is an eagerly awaited 
feature in the golfing lives of 
those who play in iL In an 
effort to accommodate com¬ 
panies that choose to hold 
their events in early autumn, 
golf days can be staged up to 
the end of the third week, in 
September and still remain in 
contention for a regional final 
place. 

The national final is held in 


November at the La Manga 
Club in southeast Spain, 
which this week has also been 
the venue of the World Corpo¬ 
rate Golf Challenge, a 
20-nation event that was 
spawned from the UK compe¬ 
tition. The national champi¬ 
ons of the domestic event, 
representing England, Wales. 
Scotland, Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland, 
acquitted themselves well 
against stiff opposition. 

The event, which finished 
yesterday, brought victory for 
the United States on ITS 
Stableford with Singapore sec¬ 
ond, six points behind. The 
Republic of Ireland, represent¬ 
ed by AGF Irish life Hold¬ 
ings, were third on 171 and 
Vardon Leisure, England's 
representatives, finished 
faunh on 167. 
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Loss of Bateman 

likely to weaken 
Wales further 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


WALES have found difficulty 
enough completing their tour 
party to visit southern Africa 
next month but they may yet 
have to make a further dam¬ 
aging adjustment if they lose 
Allan Bateman. The Rich¬ 
mond centre, one of only three 
British Isles players in the 
squad, requires an operation 
to his nose and his dub has 
told the Welsh Rugby Union 
(WRU) that it should not be 
delayed. 

Bateman. 32, damaged his 
nose playing against Wasps at 
the end of last year and still 
suffers discomfort That his 
form has still been good 
enough to make him one of the 
players of the European sea¬ 
son makes him even more 
valuable to Wales, who are 
without 16 players who would 
normally have been in the 
. running for tour places. 

Three of them, like 
Bateman, were Lions in South 
Africa last summer — Neil 
Jenkins, Wales’s record points 
scorer, Scott Gibbs and David 
Young. With so many absen¬ 
tees Bateman's influence in 
midfield is crucial; he would 
prefer to have the operation 
but only with the blessing of 


the tour management, itself 
much changed horn that 
which carried Wales through 
a largely unsuccessful Five 
Nations Championship. 

As matters stand, Bateman 
is a senior pro amid a field of 
green: there are ten uncapped 
players in the 30-strong squad 
which has yet to be given a 
captain. Robert Howley led 
Wales from scrum half during 
the championship, having 
succeeded the injured Gwyn 
Jones, but no decision will be 
made until June 1. Given that 
Dennis John has only just 


TOUR PARTY 


BACKS: D Weaiterifly (Swansea), 0 
WWams (UaneiSj. G Evans (Lira*). O 
James fPoraypridcf). W Proctor fUaneffi). R 
Rees [Swansea). A Bateman tWchmoryJ), 
L Davies (Carom), M Taylor (Swanseai. L 
Woodward (Ebbw Vale). B Hayward lEbbw 
Vata), A TYtamas iSwanseifl, R Howley 
(CarStl), P John (Pontypridd) 
FORWARDS: J Davies (Richmond!. B 
Evans (Heath), A Louris (CardflY), O Mania 
[Neeiri'i. g Jen km (Swansea), B WUanw 
[Richmond). P Arnold (Swansea). I Gough 
(Newport). M Jones (Ebbw vale). A Moore 


(Pontypridd), C Wyatt lUanefcj 
ITINERARY. June. 6 v Zmbabwo (Haraie): 


Woodward opens 
door for Windo 


By David Hands 


GLOUCESTER, who already 
have five players involved 
with England on their tour oF 
the southern hemisphere this 
summer, had a sixth added 
yesterday when Tony Windo. 
the loose-head prop, was 
brought into the party. 
Windo. who has captained his 
dub several times this season, 
restores the squad to 37 after 
the withdrawal this week of 
Wffl Greenwood, of Leicester. 

Clive Woodward, the Eng¬ 
land coach, has decided not to 
replace Greenwood directly 
because he already has 
enough cover in midfield. 
Windo, a solid scrummager 
and useful ball-carrier, has 
been increasingly impressive 
for his chib this season and 
earns a senior representative 
place for the first dine at the 
age of 29. 

“One of the elements I 
would like to come out from 
the trip is a firm idea of which 
forwards can raise their game 
at international level and 1 
believe Tony will provide 
ample competition for the 
other members of the squad 


TENNIS 

Korda keeps 
Americans 
in check 

THE Czech Republic moved a 
step closer to reaching the 
final of the World Team Cup 
after beating the United 
States 2-1 yesterday. Australia, 
meanwhile, kept themselves 
in contention with a 2-1 win 
over Sweden. 

The two countries play to¬ 
morrow for a place in the final 
on Sunday, fttr Korda’s 7-6, 
3-6. b-3 victory over Michael 
Chang clinched victory for the 
Czech Republic after Slava 
Dosedel had beaten Jim Cou¬ 
rier 6-3.6-1. 

Korda was involved in a 
blazing confrontation with the 
Italian umpire, Romano 
Griiiorti, in his match 3gainst 
Chang and it took all his self- 
control not to default. The 
Czech, trailing 5-2 in the 
second set, was incensed wh&t 
Grillotti refused to overrule a 
poor line call, giving the pomi 
to the American. 

“It was like a hit in the face 
and ! blew my top." Korda 
said. “I've never been so angry 
in my life, and without the 
ream captain there I would 
have left the court.” 

In the dead doubles rubber, 
Cyril Suk and Daniel Vacek 
went down 6-4. 6-4 to Todd 
Martin and Richey Reneberg. 

Australia were rescued by 
the exp&ienced doubles pair¬ 
ing of Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodfbrde after the two 
singles matches had been 
split Mark philippoussis de¬ 
feated Jonas Bjorkman b-3. 
64, but Magnus Norman 
overcame Woodforrie 6-2, 6-3 
to put the Swedes level. 

The outcome hung in tne 
balance until Woodforde and 
Woodbridge edged to a 6-3.2- 
6,6-3 win over Bjorkman and 
Mikael Tillstrom. 


vying for his position." 
Woodward said. 

Laurent Cabannes, the 
Fiance flank forward, will 
play for Richmond next sea- 
son probably at the new 
Madejski Stadium in Read¬ 
ing- Cabannes, 34. has com¬ 
pleted his two-year contract 
with Harlequins and will join 
a squad in which two English¬ 
men. Adam Vander and 
Robbie Hutton, are the 
present open-side flankers. 

Richmond’s proposed 
fluree-year 'ground-sharing 
deal with Reading Football 
Club has moved a step closer 
to fruition after the board of 
directors presented their 
plans to around 100 members 
on Tuesday night. “Though it 
was not a voting meeting we 
had wholesale backing for 
finding an alternative venue 
to the Athletic Ground," Tony 
Hallett, the chief executive, 
said. Richmond have been 
unable to develop the ground 
where they have played since 
the turn of the century. Read¬ 
ing's new £37 million home 
has a capacity of up to 25,000. 


_ BADMINTON 

HONG KONG: Thomas Cup: Group B: 
Yriwies* 4 htolaysa 1; South rasa 3 
Ho Sand 2. 

BASEBALL 

AMERICAN LEAGUE Chicago Whae So*. 9 
Bcaon 5. Toramo 3 Tampa Bay 1: NT 
Var*j»s 9 Baumort- 5. Cleveland 16 
hanssfi Cttv 3: Mmnasoia 6 Detroit 3. Ta<fis 
10 SoaUa 4. Anaheim 4 OaMertd 3 (10ms) 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: NY Mae 7 Oncmnan 
3 (firs! game). NT Mets 5 Oncmnaii 3 
(second game). Moaned 4 Houston 2: Si 
Louts 10 Phftede4*» & Pittsburgh 3 San 
Diego &. CHcago Cute 6 Los Angeles 3. 
MAwautoee 9 San Francisco 6 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): nay-off 
[mat Eastern Corterence; Chicago 104 
Indiana Pacers 98 (Chfcago lead fesi-ol- 
seven senes 2-oj 

BOXING ~ 

MINSK European Amateur Champion¬ 
ships: Quarter-finals: Undef-18kg: I 
StepOTiCti (UU) « R Losano (Sot 9£. F 
Lakatos (Hun) bi R Dvdl (StovaUai 7-6. O 
KiryiteNn AM) M J'Tomas (Fi| 9-?. S 
Kazakov (Russ) tt M Vettu (Rom) 4-Z 


T Stoyabin (MdaJW. M Ate&andnj (Rom) h 
S Karaoz (TuiVl. R Wrtaad (Naj tt A 
Hamazyan M 1-0 Under-60V g: K 
GoartaCzB (Geo) bt S O&ftoshapkm (Beta) 
ii>£; A GuBuortuan (Aim) U E McEneaney 
(Ire) 6-3; K Huste (Gen W G Lunou (Rom) 
6-0. T CVMan (G») bt I Sndyi* (w) 5-2. 

CRICKET 

AON TROPHY: Southampcr: Hampshire 
265-7 IJ S Law 68. p R WMjW 61). 
Gtomwcjan 145 fl Dawood 61). Hampshire 
won by 120 rum Uxbridge-. Mm Counties 
216-4 iJPJSvtveOef 67 nttoUVSPKno* 
SB not out). Mfddtesw £19-3 l-tt 5W!, K 
P Dutch 81 not dUt, J C PoDey 56 not Out) 
UkUessF won by Sevan wicLgis 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: 0 Edmundans 
258-1 dec IM Sharpe 109 noi out) *Sl 
Edmunds. Ware ^ *«*]**** 
• Forest 19M. 51 Out- T2JOumfe 73-0 tf 
Omar 7-13). Uppurjnam 98 Oundle 102-1. 
MIX 238-7 dec ’ & Edmund's. Ware 100. 
MCC tBJ-7 dBC ‘ Martng 163-8 
■ ctenwes wme ade 

TOUR MATCH: Crtonfeo(final day oj 
three). New Zealanders (A C FWore &3) 
axl 178-5 dec. Sri Umha Board XJ 204 P J 
Wiseman 5-85) and 157-5, Match drawn 

CYCLING 

GIRO D'fTAUA: Fourth staga (239krn, 
VioBoao-Momt- Arpenifflto) 1. NMcell (fi) 
STiIwE SOsac. 2. M Banal. 

Mpiwfl fill, 4. A Ed0(Sp);5. 
fi. D Rebeftn ih|. 7. L fteijffl &)■ 6. * 
Peixxii ffl); 9, E Lsonl (It). 10 BCerQhi^a 
. l Cattavars PO. 12.0 Cem&iJ nd 

g t3. D Ctawro (Sol: 14, S Gontohar 
is. F GouflAtt IFri e» a same “J* 

ii**&*«t 

GutuBivz (Sp) 17: ftfl FOrcatr (111 16. 9. 
cSnwand20- *0- PTwkou ff*uCSl 22 


agreed to come m as careraker 
coach for the tour, that is not 
unreasonable. 

John, who has enjoyed such 
success with Pontypridd, suc¬ 
ceeds Kevin Bowring but the 
WRU continues its search. 
Bowring resigned earlier this 
month and Terry Cohner, the 
union's director of rugby, said: 
“The time-scale we had after 
Kevin Bow ring's departure 
didn't allow us to make a full- 
time appointment" 

John, whose son Paul is one 
of the touring party, will talk 
with senior players before 
deriding whether Howley 
should continue. 

The unavailable Hsu nearly 
all of them genuine cases of 
injury, also includes Gareth 
Thomas. Gareth Wyatt, Nigel 
Walker, Kevin Morgan and 
Andy Moore among the backs 
and forwards Jonathan Hum¬ 
phreys. Lyndon Mustoe, 
Craig Quinnell. Steve Moore, 
Christian Loader. Chris An¬ 
thony, Stuart Davies and Aled 
Griffiths. The bulk of the party 
comes from Swansea, the 
Welsh League champions, 
who provide nine players. 
Ebbw Vale, cup finalists for 
the first time, offer four. 

That quartet does not 
include Kingsley Jones, the 
Vale captain. Nor is there a 
place for Mike Voyle, the 
Llanelli lock, and Neil 
Boobyer, the Llanelli centre, 
both of whom were in the 
starting line-up for the ill-feted 
game with France at Wembley 
in April. j 

Of that trio, Jones is proba¬ 
bly the unhiridest playing in a 
competitive position where 
Colin Charvis and Rob Apple- 
yard have been in command¬ 
ing form for Swansea of late. 

So has Paul Moriarty, the 
former rugby league player, 
but he missed the cul There is. 
however, a call for Mark 
Jones, who left Neath to play 
rugby league and returned to 
Ebbw Vale, where he has been 
playing at lock rather than 
loose forward. 

The last of Janes’s 14 caps 
came against the Barbarians 
in 1990 but his experience will 
be of great assistance to a 
newcomer such as lan Gough, 
the 21-year-old lock from 
Newport 

□ Stephen Barnes, who was 
for six years the executive 
director of the Canadian Rug¬ 
by Union, will become the 
chief executive of the Interna¬ 
tional Rugby Board fIRB) in 
July. Baines. SI, succeeds Tom 
Wacker, who resigned after 
little more than a year m 
office. Since Wacker*s depar¬ 
ture last July, the post has 
been vacanL 



Pollock, with the financial muscle to shake up the established teams, now needs a reliable engine and top driver 

Pollock revs up for fast start 


T he shirt was dazzling white, the 
cuff links gold, the tie silk, the suit 
dark. Craig Pollock was power- 
dressed for the negotiating table, hoping 
to make a multi million-pound deal for 
engines for his new raring team. 

Pollock, the newest leading player in 
Formula One, led a consortium of 
Reynard Engineering and British Ameri¬ 
can Tobacco to buy Tyrrell, foe third 
oldest team on the grid, and it will wifl 
start next year wifo a new name—British 
American Racing (BAR). 

There will be little trace left of of the 
team started by Ken Tyrrell 30 years ago: 
this will be the team built by Pollock, PE 
teacher turned businessman. This week 
be was hoping ID put foe finishing 
touches to an agreement wifo an estab¬ 
lished engine supplier so that the team 
can he successful in its first season. 

“We are obliged to win in the shortest 
possible time," he said. “There is no use 
sending a team out telling them we will 
come fourth or fifth. We have to be 
aiming to win and to upset foe balance of 
power in Formula One." 

As Jackie Stewart has discovered even 
with huge financial backing and engines 
from Ford that is easier said than done. 
Speculation is growing that Ford might 
offer engines to BAR too, in an effort to 
spur on Stewart 

“We have been approached by several 
top manufacturers and things are very, 
very far down the road We offer a terrific 
opportunity because we are dean in 
Formula One, there are no skeletons in 


FOR THE RECORD 


MIDI UBRE GRAND PHDt Second stage 
(207 5Un. CairassaiwRoclaa 1, C 
(ViefP (Ffl Sir 17mm 56eec. 2, S Hnaufi 
(F/J d isec. 3. L Dulaux (Shhc). 4. M Maes! 
ffl) bom al 5. 5. O Asm*f* (Frj 19, 6, L 
Madouas fFi) at same tune Leading 
Owerefl poGitanrr.', Raiero 9fv 31 mri 2sec, 
Z Hinault m 6stx. 3. Duiaux. 8.4. JMe& IP. 
5. Mattouas 30. 6, Asmsher al same lane 

DANCESPORT 

WATFORD: Donee and Listen Awards; 
Professional Modem: 1, C HauAjns and H 
Na*twny (Eng). Z SDrautr andLMamnet 
(Ena). 3 I Suvorov and I Suvorov (US). 4. J 
Wiltons and K Dentdova (US). 5. H Ktefcnr* 
and G Keptwi (Get). & K Hiyan* and K 
Hiyani (Japan). Amateur Latin: i. M CuUet 
and M Otter (Ena). 2. A Kainz and K 
Beestey (Eng). J. U Rnbaison and C 
House (Scot). «. S RSouptne and E 
Hwova (Russ). 5. H Pietzchato and N 
Hansen [Swig). 6. S Lytech-Jensen and K 
RushaS (Den) 

FOOTBALL 

RFA ranMnoK i. Brazil 7i.7Sptv 2. 
Genreriy 64B4. 3, Czech Repubfcc 6 * Bi. 
4. Medea 6139; S. England SOOfl. 6. 
Araendna 6D04; 7. Norway 59 IS. 8. 
ruejostavta 59 J& 9. CMe £9 96: IQ. 
Colombia 5616: 11. Unfed Stales 58 06. 
12, Japan 57.74. 13. Morocco 5715. 14. 
haiy SB 71. 15. Span 5637. 16. Russia 
5623. equal 17. Egypt 56 08 and France 
56 08 19, Ocara 5655: 20. South Korea 
5540. 

Tuesday’s late results 
TOULON: Under-21 tnwrmtkma} tour 
(lament: Group B: Brazd ’ China 1; 
Germany 0 Portugal 1 
INTERNATIONAL MATCHES: Grass- 
hoppers 4 Nigeria 0 is lunch), Aigamna 1 
C7iite P (ai Mendoza). 


COVENTRY: Scottish Uta/Ben Sayers 
Sartor Ctufa Professional Championship: 
Leading second round scorns: 138: J 
Rhodes IS sate) 67. 71 14ft a O’Cnmor 
(Elm Gieen. DiijUnl 66. 71 142: M Staler 
(Portal Goll] 72,70.144: D Creamer (Bach 
Bear US 71, 73; G Burroughs (Boyce Hrtf} 
73,71 P Ward (Tagnmoumj 7b. GS 


_ HOCKEY _ 

UTRECHT: Wood Cup: Women: Pool A: 
Australia 5 Scotland 0: South Africa 2 Oma 
1 Groto B; Enotand 1 Wxka D; Argentina 2 
South Korea 1: Holland? New Zealand 1. 

ICE HOCKEY 


Kevin Eason meets the 
former schoolteacher 
with ambitions to make 
a splash in Formula One 

our doseC* Pollock said. He looks 
younger than his 42 years; is tanned and 
fit and has bright blue eyes that 
steadfastly hold the gaze. His soft Falkirk 
burr rarely betrays emotion. 

While tie was teaching at a college in 
Switzerland 16 years ago, one of his 
pupils was a pugnacious little Canadian. 
Pollock’s career veered off into sports 
management, but he and the Canadian 
crossed paths again in Japan, where he 
was selling television rights, and lus 
former pupil, name of Jacques VtQe- 
neuve, was struggling to break into top 
class motor racing. Pollock became his 
manager and steered VUIeneuve to 
IndyCars in the United States, where he 
won the championship three years aga 
and then to Williams and foe Formula 
One drivers' tide last season. 

As Villeneuve's career blossomed, the 
idea of running his own Formula One 
team began to look attractive to Pollock. 
Adrian Reynard, head of British Rey¬ 
nard Engineering, the most successful 
constructor in IndyCars, was willing to 
take the plunge ana provide foe technical 
backup, but only on condition that foe 
finance was there from foe start 


TENNIS 


Pollock's talent as a deahnaker drew 
British American Tobacco into foe team, 
with sponsorship worth an estimated £50 
million a year, a package that will put 
BAR among the best-financed teams in 
foe sport. "Formula One needs high- 
budget teams such as British American to 
intensify foe competition, but we have to 
succeed.” Pollock said. 

Success is unlikely without a top driver 
and it seems that VBleneuve is unlfltely to 
rejoin his mentor. Pollock is watching to 
see who goes where next season—but the 
game cannot start until Michael 
Schumacher makes his derision. 

I f he departs for McLaren Mercedes, 
Villeneuve seems almost certain to 
leave Williams for Ferrari, where his 
late father, Gifles, is affectionately re¬ 
membered. That would possibly leave 
David Coulfluud looking for a drive, 
though Pollock speaks highly of Damon 
Hill. Whoever spearheads the team is 
likely to be partnered by a young 
American from IndyCars. 

“My obvious choice would be 
Jacques," Pollock said. "He is ray 
favourite driver and we had a good 
partnership. 1 have been very active 
talking to drivers in foe US but we wifl 
need an experienced driver to start us out 
"Right now we are waiting for the 
result of the musical chairs and that is 
exciting. That is what f like; concluding 
deals in business gives me an adrenalin 
rush. 1 like the risk and Formula One is 
providing plenty of adrenalin.” 


Scotland 
confident 
of good 
showing 

By Our Sports Staff 

TH E Scotland chief coach. Jim 
Telfer. arrived in Brisbane 
yesterday with his depleted 
squad at the start of their 
eight-match tour of Fiji and 
Australia, insisting that he 
would not have made foe trip 
if he did not think they were 
capable of beating the host 
nations. 

l^Ifer shrugged off the ab¬ 
sence of several leading play¬ 
ers from his party and 
confidently predicted that a 
batch of potential World Cup 
prospects would emerge from 
his fresh wave of young talent. 
In addition, he forecast that 
the Test careers of absent and 
battle-weary veterans, such as 
Alan Tail and Gary Arm¬ 
strong. of Newcastle, could be 
at an end if the new brigade 
take their chances to shine. 

With the first encounter 
against Fiji less than a week 
away, Telfer wasted no time in 
getting his preparations into 
top gear. Less than two hours 
after checking into their plush 
base at Broadbeach on 
Queensland's Gold Coast, he 
put foe squad through a 
gruelling morning session of 
jogs and sprints. 

Then, despite their 27-hour 
journey, they were back on the 
training pitch in foe late 
afternoon for an even more 
rigorous ball-skills stinL The 
danger of sunstroke was their 
biggest problem, however, 
rather than fatigue or jet-leg. 

“Quite a few of foe squad 
are fair-skinned and they need 
to be especially careful — even 
though it is almost the middle 
of winter here." Telfer said. 
“Everyone must wear sun 
barrier cream of at least 
factor-15 strength." 

On the build-up to the 
match with Fiji m Suva. Telfer 
said*, “it is a risk for the first 
tour match to be a Test, but 
rugby at this level is a rislw 
business and we need a stiff 
workout as early as possible. 
We need to be battle-hardened 
before faring the likes of New 
South Wales and Queensland, 
who will be very tough 
opposition." 

Looking further ahead to 
the internationals against 
Australia, he added: “This 
squad is capable of beating the 
Wallabies. I wouldnT take a 
team abroad unless I thought 
we had a chance of winning." 

Referring ro foe absence of 
Tail and Armstrong, Telfer 
said: “I was disappointed at 
first but it doesn't bother me so 
much now. Both are well over 
30 and I think their bodies 
need a rest. Tait cant train for 
two or three days after games 
nowadays. His body is near 
foe end of foe line as far as rop- 
dass rugby is concerned. 

“Some of these players and 
some who are on foe tour may 
not make foe World Cup 
because of age and the accu¬ 
mulation of injuries over the 
past year." 


2. 6-3 Second round: A GauriBna ft) W m .m t ■* 

British duo 

Asftari (Hoi) m 8 Btock £Dm;6-1. t-4; M 


wen senes 4-2) 


PARAGUPING 

CMCKHOWEU. Wales: Bntteh Champ- 


BUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCH: Cowchan (Canada) 72 
Royal Navy 29 

WALES SQUAD (To tout ZknbaOwa end 
South Africa)' Backs: DWsaihwtay (Swan¬ 
sea). D Williams (Dane*), W Proctor 
(UaneS). G Evans (Liana*). R Rees 
(Swansea) L Woodard (Ebbw Vote). D 
James (FtenJypodd), A Bateman (Rich¬ 
mond). L dmrtes [CenMh. M Tayior 

(Swansea)- A Thomas (Swansea). B 

Hayward (Ebbw Veto), R Howley ICardHT;, 
P John (Pontypridd) Forwards A Lauds 
(Cadff), D Monte (Heath). J Dairies 
(tehmond). B Evan a (Nsatfi). O Jenkins 
(Swansea). B WWams iftehmond), A 
Moore (Swansea). P AmoWJSwanseaj. I 
Gough (Newport). M Jones (Ebbw VSta). R 
Appieyard (Swwsaa), N Thomas (Bath), C 
riSvrs (Swansea). M WUams (Ponty¬ 
pridd). S QumneH (Richmond), C Wyatt 
(Liana*). 

SAILING 

BANDOL, France: 49er VVorW ttiampton- 
srtpa (alter eleven races) 1 1 .ABeashaland 
T GBsiowsM (Aus) lSpts. 2. C Rost and B 
Zettna (Swift) 21: 3, C Nicholson and D 
Phl<cIAu5)33 Brtdshptaonga:*,AsndI 
BiKtaen 28. 9. P Brother! cn and □ 
McNamara 40:12,1 Barter and T Hanccx* 
43; m. TRotj«san and! IMato 45. 31, R 
end P Greenrtgh 53 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


ST POB.TEN. Austria: Men's Grand Prtc 
Firs) round; O Cwrano (Sp) r* M rtpfl 
(Austria) 6-4,6-3: M Rios (Chie) b(S Draper 
(Aus) 6-1.6-3: J Sdncftez (Sp) tt G Pozzi (U) 
8 -2. 6-3 Second round: A Gaudeno (lj) bt 
D Nar«so (b) 6-2. 4-6. ft3. V Spadea (Uffl 
bt RTmmtwra (Aus) 4-6. fr3. &3; S 
soman (Hoi) b a Btacfc (Z)nt} 6-1.6-»; M 
FBppW (Um)WG Serrano (Sp) 7-6,6-3. 
DUSSS-DORF: Men's Team World Cup: 
Red group: Australia 2 Sweeten 1 (M 
Pretax*teas W J Btarkman 6-3. 6-4, M 
WoSficrde met to M Norman 2-0, 3-e. 
Woodfoide and T Wbodbridge bt Bjcrtman 
aid M Tifetrom 6-3, 2-6. 0-3). Czech 
Republic 2 United States 1 (S Dosedel WJ 
Courier B-3, 6-1: P Korda bt M Chang 7-& 
3-6. 6-3. D Vacek and C Site lost lo R 
Reneberg And T Martin 4-6.4-6) 

MADRID: Woman's VBa de Madrid Open: 
Second round: C Rubm (US) tt A 
Smeshnwa (lsr) 3-fl. 63. 6-2. T Snyder 
(US) b) T Gattfn (H) 7-5. 63: B Schen 
fausina) M J KandatT (Get) 6-2, 7-fl K, 
Boogen b( K Po (US) 4-6,6-0.8-2: D 
Van Roost (Bet) bt G Leon (Sp) 7-5.6-1: M 
Same (So) U L Galana 01) B-3. Bft P 
Schnydcr (Swim bt M Baba (Gal 4-6. 64. 
6-2 S Testud (ft) bt M A Sinchez Lorenzo 
(Sp) 8-4.64 

STRASBOURG: WTA tournament Sec¬ 
ond round: A Coetzsr (SA) bt Fana U 
(Chtea) 7-6, 7-5: E LMiOi/isevo (Russ) & C 
CfSiea (Rom) 3-6. &0, B-S-AFusaffr) nS 
Reeves (US) 6-3, 7-& J Kalard- Decups (Ff) 
bt A Cochetetn (Ft) 6-2. 6-1; A Sugryarro 
(Japan) bt O Barabanschkova (Beta) 6-4. 

6- 7; 6-2;N Tauzte(Fr)bf M-A Vmto(ven) 

7- 5,345.7-6.1 Spirtea (Rom) bt A Gersl (Cz) 
6-2, B-1 

POOLS DIVIPaiDS 

LITTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 23pis 
SB4,422.30. 22 £26510. 21 £2035. 20 
Half-time raeiritK 23pts E42.7B3.6S 
Four Ashe £1125 Nne homes £14820 
Six away* £78 00 

VERNONS: Treble chance: 24pts 
£125,471O ft 23 £5,010.75,22 £531 75 
ZETTERS; Treble chance: 23pts 
£4.12450. 22 E23.10. 21 £235.20 £035. 
St* emam £4610 Nine homes: £4 00 
Four draws Ell 00 AT draws 21pte 
£735.20ED50 Luckynrerfcers: 1 t8l79 
21 B 
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CRICKET 

Texaco Trophy 

Ftrat onfrday unernaiiora) 

lift 50(MSS 

THE OVAL Enetana v South Afrfca 
Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
110 , firsi day oi tour. 104 overs mnlmurr 
CHELMSFORD: Essex v LancaehkB 
GLOUCESTER: GtouoesiershkE v 
Yorkshire. 

CANT ERBU RY: Kent v Durham. 
LEICESTER: Letoesterehfre v 


UXBRIDGE: MWdfesa* v 
Worcesierthire. 

NORTHAMPTON: Northamptonshire v 
Gtemcraan. 

TAUNTON: Somerset V Surrey. 
HORSHAM: Sgssw v DertjysnlrB. 
EDGBASTON: WawCkShirt V 
Nottinghamshire 


SECOND XI CHAMPONaWP: Second 
day of three: A&bofehofane School: 
Dubystwe v Essex SuOmwton. Hamp- 
shre v Giamoiqan Trent Bridge: Nottnp- 
ban v Watwtbkshira Hme Sussex v 
Wbreoaeranxe Bfrigtey: Yorksrire v 
Lftceaarshin? Final day of three: BristoL 
Gtaucesiashre v Unoahse. 

FOOTBALL 

Totrion undar-21 
IntBmaJionBl tournament 
Serm^nata 

Argewa v China falLorQueS, 60). 

Porttgrt v France (at Cannes, 7 .0). 

OTHER SPORT 

EQUESTRIANISM: VWraJsor rhme-day 
event 

SPEH7WAV; Bte League- ^»rtcn v 
Easrtxxxne (7,30). &Mnflon v WoNer- 
hampton (730) Premw 


RACING 

Commentary 

Call 0891500123 

Results 

Call 0891100123 
CRICKET 

Reports and scats from 
tfae Batsonte Assoreoce 
county chatnpwnririp 

Call 0891525 019 


ousted in 
qualifiers 

■ TENNIS: Andrew 
Richardson and Martin Lee, 
two of the five British men 
competing in the French 
Open qualifying 
competition in Paris, were 
beaten in their opening 
matches yesterday. 
Richardson, the British 

No 3, ranked No 162 in the 
world, went down 6-1.6-2 
to Oliver Gross, of Germany, 
ranked No 99. 

Gross recently beat 
Greg Rusedski 64.6-0 in 
Munich. Lee. ranked No 6 
in Britain, was beaten 6-3.64 
by Stefano Pescosolido, of 
Italy. 

■ CYCLING: Nicola 
Mkdi. of Italy, won foe 239- 
kilometre fourth stage of 
the Giro dltalia from 
Viareggio to Monte 
Argentario yesterday. Sergei 
Gonfchar, of Ukraine, 

kept the overall lead by one 
second from Bartoli. 

■ GOLF: The target of a 
place in the Britain and 
Ireland team to defend the 
Curtis Cup in America in 
August has attracted a 
record entry of 175 for the 
British women's amateur 
championship at little Astral 
wi June 9-13- Alison Rose 
will defend her title. 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Josh 
Stuart the North Sydney 
prop, was given one of 
Australia's heaviest recent 


DAYS TO GO... 

Prutourj^j 


c UK's Premier Cycle Race 


Oweeks—after two high 
taddes last weekend. The 
combined penalty is foe 
second-highest 
suspension in a decade. 



RACE IkIFORwATiON UN. 
011SS $45600 


h it c w.v.prutour. co.o-c 
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CRICKET 


Trent Bridge 
still waiting 
for long-lost 
revival spark 


By Michael Henderson 


THE season has not yet taken a 
proper shape bur already one thing 
is clear: Nottinghamshire are play¬ 
ing rotten cricket. As the big new 
stand at the Radcliffe Road End 
goes up, altering the landscape of 
that most charming ground, so the 
team that plays at Trent Bridge 
goes down, down. down. 

Another defeat on Tuesday, in 
the Axa League fixture against 
Gloucestershire, means that they 
have lost six successive matches, in 
three different competitions. This 
was not the start they had in mind 
when they worked hard and long 
throughout the winter to procure 
the services of Jason Gallian. Paul 
Strang and Alex Wharf. 

The great Trent Bridge revival, 
like the great Liberal revival, is 
always being predicted but some¬ 
how never takes root. The neces¬ 
sary ingredients are there — a Test 
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Last yea's prawns m tractets 


match ground, a rich history and 
an acquaintance with success in the 
recent past — but they are no 
nearer finding the spark now than 
they were two. four or six years 
ago. 

Between 1987 and 1991 the men of 
Nottingham won all four domestic 
trophies and. so long as they had 
experienced men such as Chris 
Broad. Eddie Hemmings and, to be 
fair to him, Tim Robinson, who 
was a very good player indeed, the 
team was always competitive. De¬ 
cay set in under Robinson's long, 
dour term in office as captain, 
when it was more evident to 
outsiders than those within the 
camp that the team lacked drive. 

In no time at all Nottingham¬ 
shire came to represent all that was 
most stifling about English cricket. 
“Hold back the young’uns” could 
have been the club motto. Their 


cricket was straight-laced and cau¬ 
tious to the point of bewilderment. 
Off the field they lost one coach, 
John Birch, in circumstances that 
were never made public, and 
another, Mike Hendrick, who nev¬ 
er really settled. The place seemed 
to be falling apart. 

Paul Johnson, in his third year as 
captain, has done his best to restore 
a bit of ambition. He has never had 
a strong bowling attack at his 
disposal and the batting lacks 
depth. Strang was brought in to 
introduce variety in one .-phere, 
Gallian resolution in the other. 
What happens? Gallian gets in¬ 
jured almost as soon as he arrives, 
and is out of action for a month. 

The match against Warwick¬ 
shire. which begins at Edgbaston 
today, is a test of their seriousness. 
Are they going to go bumbling on, 
making up the numbers, or are 
they intent on playing proper 
cricket? Noe! Gie, who has made 
the most of his chances, is in the 
team and Paul Franks, the bowling 
all-rounder, also plays. Usman 
Afzaal bats up the order, in 
Gatlian's stead, and Robinson, at 
the ripe age of 39. reverts to his old 
opener's spoL 

Warwickshire have their own 
cracks to paper over. Trevor 
Penney, Andy Moles. Darren 
Altree. Keith Piper and Tim 
Munton are missing through inju¬ 
ry and Nick Knight and Ashley 
Giles are with England for the 
Texaco Trophy internationals. 
Tony Frost deputises for Piper, and 
there may even be a rare place in 
the championship team for Glad¬ 
stone Small. 

Stuart Law stands by to lead 
Essex against Lancashire at 
Chelmsford in (he absence of Paul 
Prichard, who is still unable to 
play, and Nasser Hussain, who 
was summoned to the Oval yester¬ 
day to cover for Graham Thorpe. 
Lancashire, who are almost cer¬ 
tainly without Peter Martin and 
Ian Austin, will turn to Glen 
Chappie and Richard Gfeen. 

David Boon, who broke his toe in 
a “domestic” two weeks ago. re¬ 
turns to the Durham squad for the 
match with Kent at Canterbury but 
will not play unless he feels that the 
break has healed. Another Austra¬ 
lian, Michael Slater, certainiy 
plays for Derbyshire at Horsham 
now that he is over the hand injury 
that kept him out for three weeks. 
Simon Lacey, an off spinner, is 
included in the party. 


South Africa play their wild card 


Simon Wilde on an 
all-rounder whose 
nonconformity lights 
up the cricket field 


I n the fags versus fitness 
debate ignited by Paul Gas¬ 
coigne; a plume of smoke 
threatens to rise from an 
unlikely quarter. The South Africa 
cricket team — the non-inhaling, 
tirelessly jogging, eariy-to-bed. po¬ 
litically correct Proteas — has 
within its square world one very 
round peg. It Is a moot point as to 
whether Pat Symcox or his ener¬ 
getic colleagues breathe more 
easily. 

Symcox. who drinks, smokes 
and has been known to visit 
nightclubs, would, not score 
highly if Ali Bacher. the spiritual 
architect of his country^ cricket, 
were to produce an Identikit 
picture of his ideal player for the 
new millennium. 

Symcox is incapable of con¬ 
forming. He is also white. Bacher 
is keen that senior white players 
make way for young non-whites 
so that the national team repre¬ 
sents South Africa's ethnic diversi¬ 
ty. Symcox, 38, keeps Paul Adams, 
a Cape Coloured, out of the one- 
day side; which begins the Texaco 
Trophy series against England at 
the Oval today, and intends to 
play for as long as possible. 

He could well do so because, 
despite his reputation, he works 
hard at his game and has made 
himself a highly competent field¬ 
er. In fact since first playing for 
South Africa five years ago. he has 
steadily unproved his all-round 
game each year. He is proof that 
living a “normal" life can be good 
for your health. 

“If you have got II dour guys 
trying to bat out a Irving you will 
pjay your cricket that way.” 
Symcox dared to suggest after 
South Africa’s conservatism cost 
them a Test series in Australia 
earlier this year. 

The Australian crowds paid a 
great compliment to Symcox. 
who. as the eldest statesman on 
the international circuit is literal¬ 
ly the oldest swinger in town. 
After he took time out from 
fielding to respond to their banter, 
they threw icecubes and pieces of 
chicken at him. In Australia, 
compliments to visitors do not 
come much higher. With Symcox. 
everything is very much on dis¬ 
play, in stark contrast to many of 
his team-mates, tutored by re¬ 
served Afrikaner captains trained 
to suppress their feelings. 

He engages umpires and oppo¬ 
nents with the same verbal enthu¬ 
siasm as he does crowds, though 
he has failed to become addicted 
to the sharp-practice habit His 
attempts at standing his ground 
after giving a catch have been 
fruitless. “My face is so guilty I 
just end up walking.” he said. 
Symcox has had his brushes 



Symcox, a free spirit who has prospered in the South Africa one-day set-up, turns his arm in the nets at the Oval yesterday 


with the authorities — he wa- 
fined a token sum for defending 
team- mates from hecklers at Dur¬ 
ban recently — but be generally 
ends the day with a smile on his 
face and a beer in his hand. 
Amateur psychologists might like 
to draw their own conclusions 
from the fact that when South 
Africa foiled to win in Australia, 
the fingerprints discovered on a 
stump speared through the door 
of the umpires’ room at the end oF 
the series belonged not to Symcox 
but Hansie Cronje, the captain. 


Symcox plays with the freedom 
iv Ti:». recently freed spirit. Four 
years ago he was ready to retire 
after making a second interna¬ 
tional tour, but his company 
refused to give him more leave so 
he took a gamble and turned in a 
promising job in hospital man¬ 
agement to play full-time. As a 
family man. it was a risk but his 
unusual perspective paid 
dividends. 

Originally chosen by South 
Africa for his off-spin bowling, he 
has developed into a combative 


all-rounder capable of turning 
matches with his big hitting from 
the lower order. Seven months 
ago. a brace of sixes resolved a 
dose-fought final in a one-day 
tournament in Pakistan and. in 
February, he became only the 
third batsman in Test history to 
score a century from No 10. 

Though he can turn the ball big 
distances. Symcox has never been 
a match-winner in Test cricket 
and was actually dropped after 
making his implausible hundred. 
His place was also in doubt for the 


tour of England and critics were 
updating their obituaries of him 
as a player as the South African 
season neared its conclusion. 

But Symcox is a hard man to 
keep down and his value as a 
containing force difficult to over¬ 
estimate. He has played a crucial 
role in his team's extraordinary 
success in one-day cricket, which 
only began after their belated 
recognition that spin bowling had 
a part to play in the format. In that 
sense, too, he has made his 
colleagues think afresh. 


Minor counties 
begin to feel 
winds of change 

Minor counties cricket by Michael Austin 


AFTER five successive defeats 
for their representative team 
in the Benson & Hedges Cup, 
the minor counties turn to 
domestic matters when a tran¬ 
sitional season starts with four 
matches on Sunday. Devon, 
the champions, are in action 
against Dorset at Bovey 
Tracey. 

When the England and 
Wales Cricket Board produced 
the Raising the Standard doc¬ 
ument. there were fears that 
die 20-strong minor counties 
competition, founded in IS95. 
might disappear. 

Instead, the part-timers 
have to contend with a radical¬ 
ly different structure. Champ¬ 
ionship games are still of two 
days' duration but a two-year 
experiment involves each 
cuunty playing three one-in¬ 
nings' games, spanning 120 
overs-a-side. 

The idea is to reduce the 
number of games being decid¬ 
ed on the generosity, or other¬ 
wise. of declarations, allowing 
the better sides to flourish. 

Once again. 11 minor coun¬ 
ties have qualified on the basis 
of last season's championship 
for the NatWest Trophy first 
round on June 24. All 20 will 
appear in the expanded com¬ 
petition next summer when 
the abolition of the Benson & 
Hedges Cup means minor 
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counties will have to look 
elsewhere for representative 
fixtures. 

The other change this sum¬ 
mer relates to the MCC Tro¬ 
phy, in which the minor 
counties are joined by the 18 
first-class county board Xls. 
with the exception of Glamor¬ 
gan. The competition, already 
underway, is divided into 
eight groups, with the winners 
qualifying for the quarter 
finals. Results so for indude 
Northumberland's 108-run 
victory over Yorkshire. 

.Ashlpy Metcalfe, the former 
Yorkshire and Nottingham¬ 
shire batsman, marked his 
debut for Cumberland with a 
half-century in the three-wick¬ 
et win over Cheshire at 
Neston. Other former first- 
class players appearing at 
minor counties level for the 
first time are Steve Andrew, 
the former Hampshire and 
Essex seam bowler, who has 
joined Hertfordshire, and 
Andy Pick. 34. who was with 
Nottinghamshire for 15 years, 
has joined Cambridgeshire. 

Gordon Parsons, the former 
Leicestershire bowler who is 
presently in South Africa, is to 
play for Lincolnshire and 
makes his debut against Staf¬ 
fordshire at Bourne on Sun¬ 
day week. Parsons first played 
in the championship for Buck¬ 
inghamshire at the age of 17. 
John Hughes, formerly with 
Northamptonshire, will play 
for Bedfordshire and Peter 
Wellings. the former Middle¬ 
sex batsman, has joined his 
native Staffordshire. 

Adam Cole, previously on 
the Lord's staff, and James 
BovilL, who has played for 
Hampshire, will play for 
Buckinghamshire. Paul 
Thomas. the seam 
bowler.who took five West 
Indies wickets on Mr debut 
for Worcestershire three years 
ago. has returned to Shrop¬ 
shire. 


No refunds for abandoned Kingston Test 


THE West Indies Cricket 
Board is refusing to pay any 
compensation to tour opera¬ 
tors or those England support¬ 
ers who lost money, or had 
their holidays curtailed, when 
the first Test match in Kings¬ 
ton was abandoned after 50 
minutes of play in January. 

“In spite of legal threats 
from us. the board's lawyers 
have sent back a letter effect¬ 
ively saying, ‘sue us if you 
dare’.” Drew Foster, die chair¬ 
man of International Travel 
Connection, the biggest tour 
operator to the Caribbean, 
said. 

“Its standpoint is that the 
decision to call the Test off was 
taken by the captains and the 
match referee. So our lawyers, 
who are representing four 
travel firms, are saying that 
negligence would be hard to 
prove. 

“People who were on char¬ 
ter flights were in the worst 
position because they were 


unable to change them. They 
will not want to go back to 
West Indies, although I am 
sure the board will never 
allow what occurred to hap¬ 
pen again. It was too relaxed 
and has done itself no favours 
in terms of staging World 
Cups in the future.” 

Bird watching 

That best-selling author Dick¬ 
ie Bird an honorary life mem¬ 
ber of his native Yorkshire, 
plans to stand for the commit¬ 
tee at the annual meeting next 
spring. “1 do not want to sit at 
home doing nothing after I 
retire from umpiring at the 
end of the season." he said. “I 
would watch the side at home 
and away.” 

Grace on canvas 

W. G. is much in demand this 
year. Not only will Archibald 
Wortley’s unfinished portrait 
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be included in the forthcom¬ 
ing exhibition at Lord's to 
celebrate the 150th anniversa¬ 
ry of his birth, it should be 
back on display at the Nat¬ 
ional Portrait Gallery (NPG) 
by the end of the season. 

In return. MCC is lending 
the NPG the famous Wortley 
painting of Grace at the 
crease, resplendent in brown 
boots, for an exhibition of 
sporting heroes that will run 
from October to January’. 


Cricket is mourning the pass¬ 
ing of Geoffrey Copinger, a 
lively octogenarian ~ who 
owned the largest private col¬ 
lection of cricket books and 
printed material in the world 
— more than 12.000 items. 
Having started at the age of 11. 
Copinger eventually filled 
shelves and cabinets in the 
basement and three storeys of 
his home. The collection will 
remain intact, having been 
bought "for a considerable six- 
figure sum" by j City 
businessman. 

Well played 

Hot and sticky, the Australia 
players were forced to go 
without a shower after the first 
day of the Trcnl Bridge Test 
last summer because water 
tanks in (he pavilion could not 
cope with the demand. Nol- 
tinghamshirc now believe 


they have rectified the prob¬ 
lem by tapping into a natural 
source 75 metres down. 

Water will be pijxai from a 
borehole a few yards outside 
the boundary rope to provide 
unlimited reserves at a far 
cheaper cost. "We have talked 
about this for a long time, but 
with the droughts we have 
been having it has become a 
necessity." Kevin Healy, the 
ground manager, said. 

Rightful stage 

Jim Troughion. a young bats¬ 
man. is making a favourable 
impression with the Warwick¬ 
shire 2nd XI. recently scoring 
a hundred against Kent. He is 
the grandson of Patrick 
Troughton. famous for play¬ 
ing Dr Who. and the son of 
David Troughion. a renowned 
member of'the Royal Shake¬ 
speare Company. 

Although Jim is said to be 
reluctant to extend this dvnas- 


ty of the boards, it is appropri¬ 
ate. nevertheless, that he plays 
at weekends for Stratford- 
upon-Avon CC. 

□ Festival 98. an ambitious 
national celebration of visual¬ 
ly impaired cricket featuring 
eight teams, will takes place 
from June 20-21 at Euxton CC 
in Lancashire. 

Each way bet 

Ted Dexter offered a critical 
analysis of one-day cricket in a 
newspaper on Monday. “Let 
us remember it can be pretty 
dull.” he said, before dismiss¬ 
ing a suggestion that more 
emphasis should be placed on 
this form of the name. 

Surely this cannot be the 
same Ted Dexter as the one 
who writes a regular column 
in the .AXA League pro¬ 
gramme — under’the title 
"Classic Cricket”? 

Father Times 


House fails to stop Durham 


FEWER’S (final day of 
three): Durham beat Cam¬ 
bridge University by 95 runs 

FOR most of this match, the 
Cambridge Cniversity bats¬ 
men were reluctant to emerge 
from their shells and attack 
the Durham bowling. So it 
was with a relief yesterday to 
watch some confidence and 
controlled aggression from 
Will House the powerful 
Cambridge batsman. 

Un fortunately for the stu- 


By John Stv.rn 

dents. House's entertaining 
innings of 65. made from 76 
balls, did not prevent Dur¬ 
ham. who declared overnight 
337 runs ahead, completing a 
comfortable victory wj|h 16 
overs and three balls of the 
final hour's quota remaining. 
Simon Brown, who had 
taken six for 17 in the first 
innings, daimed the crucial 
wicket of House, who mis¬ 
timed a drive to Killeen at 
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mid-on off a slower ball. 

House has two first-class 
centuries to his name and. of 
the student batsmen on show 
here, he was a cut above. He 
drives keenly at anything 
pitched up to him and pos¬ 
sesses a fierce square cut. 

Nicky Phillips, the bespec¬ 
tacled off spinner who is in his 
first season with Durham 
after joining from Sussex. 
took career-best figures of 
four for 53. including the 
valuable top-order wickets of 
Pyemont and Hughes, the 
acting captain. He also re¬ 
moved Imraan Mohammad, 
son of the former Pakistan 
and Gloucestershire opener 
Sadiq. who batted sensibly for 
his 41 

The day ended well for two 
Durham players making their 
debuts. Both Gough, who 
made a maiden first-class 
century in the first innings, 
and Daley took their maiden 
first-dass wickets with off 
spin and medium-pace 
respectively. 


Injuries lead to limp ending 


THE PARKS (final day of 
three): Oxford University drew 
with Warwickshire 

TH E Warwickshire tcamshcel 
for their championship match 
against Nottinghamshire at 
Edgbaston today should make 
interesting reading after a day 
that reduced their staff of fit 
and available players in nine. 

Already deprived of Tim 
Munton, who strained a ham¬ 
string on Tuesday, and their 
England pair of Knight and 
Giles. Warwickshire lost 
Michael Edmond, whose shin 
splints proved loo painful in 
let him bowl, and Mohamed 
Sheikh with a groin strain. 

Another on the injured list. 
Darren Alirce. added tu the 
day’s woes. Summoned to the 
ground from Birmingham For 
some physiotherapy on his 
knee. Altree arrived in Oxford 
at 10 o’clock and spent the next 
few hours hunting for the 
Parks. He never arrived. 

It meant a lengthy stretch in 
the field for Phil Neale, the 


B\ Barnky Spimii.r 

coach, and an extended spell 
for Michael Powell, the tenth 
Warwickshire bowler to be 
used. It also guaranteed a 
tame end io what had been a 
competitive game. 

Tlie Oxford batting, espe¬ 
cially when Mcilins. their Ire¬ 
land opener, had gone for 44. 
did not have the beef to chase 
ihe 2n5 they needed for a rare 
win. in spile uf the Warwick¬ 
shire huwling. True, ihey had 


Giddins and Brown but. wi 
Ihe championship in mir 
they were used sparingly. 

There was consolation I 
Warwickshire in rhe perf< 
mance of Ostler, who to 
advantage of some slop 
Oxford bowling to make 1 
not out. his first firsi-cla 
century since June 1995. F 
sumins on 38. Ostler mov 
<wiftl> past die 50 mark ai 
marched grarefuflv to a hu 
dred from 104 balls with 
flurry of boundaries. 
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Dickinson on the England coach’s determination to go by the book 

Hoddle demands best behaviour 



T hey had bettor start 
running the baths in 
France now if the 
tales of refereeing 
ckunpdowns at the World Cup 
this summer are right Cer¬ 
tainly. Glenn Hoddle. the 
England coach, does not doubt 
fifa’s determination to stamp 
out dangerous play and he 
warned this week of games 
being reduced to a far deal 
“eight versus eight" through 
an epidemic of red cards. 

It is in the hope of ensuring 
thar England are not swept 
away in FifaS clean-up cam¬ 
paign that Hoddle has 
brought in Paul Durkin this 
week to referee England's 
training sessions. The FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership official, who 
wiU be England’s representa¬ 
tive in the summer, has en¬ 
joyed positive feedback from 
the players, but he has done 
nothing to reduce the alarmist 
stories which suggest that the 
tournament is most likely to be 
won by the team with the 
cleanest defence as much as 
the most dangerous attack. 

Durkin has already in¬ 
formed Alan Shearer that his 
lunge at Tony Adams in the 
FA Cup Final on Saturday 
would have merited a red card 
in France rather than the 
yellow he escaped with at 
Wembley. “He didn’t hurt 
Tony, but it was a reckless 
challenge and Fife have said 
that any tackle which endan¬ 
gers the safety of an opponent 
is a sending-off offence." the 
referee said. 

“A lot of players still don’t 
understand the new interpre¬ 
tations. I think the likelihood 
is that there will be a spate of 
dismissals at the World Cup. I 
don’t want to be alarmist but 
players will have to be 100 per 
cent sure in their judgment 
when they go in for tackles." 

It is not just the Butts, Battys 
and Inces, though, that have 
cause to worry. The referees 
have also been ordered to 
damp down on dissent and 
that is one area where David 
Beckham has often talked 
himself into problems. On 
occasions, he has used some 
distinctly gutter language. 

The aggrieved throwing of 
the arms and the petulant 
complaints about free kicks 
have already landed him in 
trouble, the 2Tyear-old miss¬ 
ing the climax of Le Toumoi 
last summer because of two 
needless cautions. Hoddle is 
determined to ensure no 
repeat. 


Beckham and the other England players must ensure that they do not step out of line 


Seven ills of Roma have Iran 
coach Ivic counting the cost 


IRAN dismissed Tomislav 
Ivic. their Croatian coach, 
yesterday, only three weeks 
before the start of the World 
Cup finals. Iran lost 7-J to AS 
Roma, the Serie A team, on 
Tuesday night. 

According to a report from a 
news agency in Iran, ivic has 
been replaced by Jala! Talebi, 
a member of the Iran team in 
the early 1960s and coach of 
the Indonesia Olympic team 
in 19%. Talebi was appointed 
technical adviser to the World 
Cup squad earlier this month. 

Ivic. 64. was appointed in 
January on a six-month con¬ 
tract to succeed Brazilian 
Valdeir Vieira, who took Iran 
to only their second finals by 
winning the final World Cup 
qualifier against Australia in 
November. Vieira was in 
charge for only two months 
after the previous coach had 
been dismissed. 

Ivic coached Paris St Ger¬ 
main. Marseilles and Ajax in a 
career that saw hint serve as 
vice-president of Hajduk Split, 
the club with which he 
achieved his first signifeant 
success in the 1970s. 

Bui Iran were jeered off the 
field in Tehran after Ivic’s first 


By Our Sports Staff 


match, a 20 loss to Hungary, 
and the Croatian increasingly 
failed to satisfy the country’s 
football-mad fans and its polit¬ 
ically-charged federation. 
Subsequent lacklustre perfor¬ 
mances on a tour of France 
exacerbated the situation and 
Ivic found himself defending 
his record and tactics on 
national television. 

Last week. Ivic predicted 
that Iran would beat either 
Yugoslavia or Germany in 
group F at the World Cup 




Ivic; dismissed 


finals and said Iran were “like 
a diamond that just needed to 
be polished" The defeat on 
Tuesday, however, was too 
much for his country’s federa¬ 
tion, even though Iran were 
without Karim Bagheri. a 
midfield player, and 
Khodadad Azizi, a striker. 
Both play in the Bundesliga. 

“Despite Ivic being an expe¬ 
rienced and highly competent 
coach, he could not show the 
necessary efficiency in the 
Time available." Mohsen 
Safaei Farahani. head of the 
federation, was quoted as 
saying. “Therefore, we came ro 
the conclusion that, in the 
World Cup. he cannot coach 
the Iranian team in a satisfac¬ 
tory manner.” 

Farahani apologised for 
Iran's heavy defeat by Roma 
and said: “People must rest 
assured that we will not spare 
any effort to back up the 
national soccer team, a sign of 
which is replacing the head 
coach." 

Iran’s next World Cup 
warm-up march is against 
Internationale in' Milan on 
Saturday, and one person who 


will not be disappointed by 
yesterday’s news is Ivic’s wife. 
She was told in January that 
she might as well stay home in 
Croatia as he expected to work 
“like a miner" until after the 
World Cup. 

Three weeks ahead of the 
World Cup opening match, 
Fife, the world’s governing 
body, still does not have a 
long-promised video ready for 
referees and teams to show 
which kind of tackles will get 
an automatic red card at the 
finals. 

The new tackle-from-behind 
ruling has been one of the 
most controversial issues in 
the build-upto the tournament 
and, two months ago, Fife 
promised an instructional vid¬ 
eo. With most teams already 
deep into their final prepara¬ 
tions, however, the video has 
not made it beyond Fife's 
referees' committee — despite 
the urgency. 

The video is expected to 
have some IS tackles, to be 
divided into three categories— 
those showing tackles that 
should only be a foul, others 
that deserve a yellow card and 
a final batch that should see 
the red card produced. 


Premiership gates 
climb to new high 


Foe unlikely to go 
to Old Trafford 


ATTENDANCES at FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership matches 
passed the 11 million mark 
this season for the first time 
since the league was reduced 
to 20 dubs, new figures 
revealed yesterday. 

The average Premiership 
gate was up from 28,434 last 
season to 29.189. an increase 
of 2.65 per cent as the crowds 
continued to flock back to 
football in the wake of the 
success of the European 
championship. 

The biggest increase was 
seen at Derby County (up 62.7 
per cent) as the club pushed 
for a European place after its 
move to Pride Park. 

The promoted — and 
subsequently relegated — 
sides Barnsley (up 62.46 per 
cent). Bolton Wanderers (up 
53.88 per cent) and Crystal 


Palace (up 36.67 per cent) also 
showed large rises despite 
their troubles. 

Manchester United suc¬ 
ceeded in attracting more 
than one million spectators to 
a ground for (he first time (up 
0.61 per cent to I.Q4&IS5), 
while gates at Chelsea (up 
21.85 per cent as renovation 
work was completed at Stam¬ 
ford Bridge), Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday (up H.74 per cent) and 
Wimbledon (up 10.02 per cent) 
also rose markedly. 

The only losers were Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur (down 6.19 
per cent) and Everton (down 
2.24 per cent). 

Peter Leaver, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Premier League, 
said: “These figures, more 
than any others, show the 
continued success and popu¬ 
larity of die Premiership.'’ 


MANCHESTER United will 
look at other transfer targets 
after Martin Edwards, the 
chief executive, admitted it 
was unlikely that they would 
sign Marc-Vivien Foe. the 
Lens midfield player. United 
have yet to hear Lens’ re¬ 
sponse to their final offer, 
believed to be £5 million, for 
the Cameroon international, 
but Edvards is pessimistic 
about their chances. 

The French champions 
want £8 million for the 23- 
year-old and Edwards is ada¬ 
mant that United will not go 
any’higher. "1 haven’t heard 
from them, bur it [the deal] is 
looking increasingly unlike¬ 
ly," Edwards said., 

' “We won't be improving our 
offer." United, who have paid 
PSV Eindhoven a dub record 
£10.75 million for Jaap Stam. 


the Holland defender, will 
now turn their attention to 
other players but John Greg¬ 
ory, the Aston Villa manager, 
wfil fight any attempt by 
United to sign Dwight Yorke, 
the Trinidad striker. 

“As far as 1 am concerned, 
Dwight has two years on his 
contract and he is not leav¬ 
ing," Gregory said. Jim 
Whitley, the Manchester City 
midfield player, has rejected 
an offer to play for Wales. 
Laurie McM enemy, the 
Northern Ireland manager, 
persuaded Whitley- 23. who 
was bom in Zambia, ro 
change his mind after Wales 
named him in their squad for 
the games away to Malta and 
Tunisia. Jeff Whitley, 19, also 
of Manchester City, the broth¬ 
er of Jim, has won two caps for 
Northern Ireland. 


“It is going to be a big 
problem during the World 
Cup and that is why we have 
brought Paul Durkin in." he 
said. “People talk about David 
Batty and Paul ince and the 
more combative players in the 
squad. But I will also be 
having a word with the likes of 
David Beckham. 

“Some of the things I have 
seen this season will earn 
players red cards, not just the 
yellow they are used to. and I 
do not only mean tackles and 
fouls. In David’s case, it is 
about how he reacts when the 
ball is dead. You can't talk to 
referees in the World Cup and 
hope it will be ignored Often it 

‘Games will be 
refereed to the 
letter, not the 
spirit, of the law 9 

can be one word and the card 
will be out." 

Beckham is repentant. “I 
think 1 did learn from last 
summer," he said. “I missed 
out on playing Brazil which 
was very disappointing. If T 
was in a World Cup and 1 
couldn't play them or another 
big team like that it would be 
even more so. 

"I didn’t think the two 
bookings I got last summer 
were justified, but the boss sat 
me down and talked about it 


and made me appreciate that 
there will be things that go on 
and yellow cards given out for 
tilings you don’t think are 
right. Youve got to try to keep 
your mouth shut" 

While England were initial¬ 
ly frustrated to see that theft- 
first game would be on the 
sixth day of the tournament, 
the flip side is that they will 
have plenty of opportunities to 
observe how referees are inter¬ 
preting the new guidelines. 

With each official only guar¬ 
anteed one game in France, 
and FSfa watching their every 
move, the pressure on the 
referees lo perform or face an 
early flight home will be as 
intense as that on the players. 
“Games will be refereed to the 
letter rather than the spirit of 
the law," Durkin said. "FTfa 
made it clear that They expect 
referees to adhere to these 
instructions so there will be 
huge pressure on whoever 
takes the first game between 
Scotland and Brazil." 

As Durkin rightly points 
out. in the event of the inevita¬ 
ble controversy, it is the play¬ 
ers who should look at 
themselves rather than blam¬ 
ing the referees, who are 
simply following orders. They 
have, after all, teen warned. 

Whether footballers can 
change the tackling habits of a 
lifetime in the space of a few , 
weeks remains to be seen. But < 
with the stricter rules due to be I 
extended into the Premiership i 
next season, they have little 
option. 
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Amateur status 
small price for 
a Lamborghini 

John Hopkins delights in good 
fortune of professional colleague 

A mateur golfers the summer's day. and to have 
world over will sym- played well, would have 
pathise with Derek been more than enough. To 



Beckham shows the sort of dissent that Hoddle is anxious 
to eliminate from the Manchester United player’s game 


A mateur golfers the 
world over will sym¬ 
pathise with Derek 
Lawrenson, who had to 
make the biggest derision of 
his golfing life yesterday 
afternoon after he had won 
a Lamborghini Diablo for 
holing in one during a pro- 
am. Should he take the 
£189.000 car, make a fast 
getaway — it can reach a 
speed of 2CBmph — and say 
goodbye to competitive am¬ 
ateur golf? Or should he 
forego this enormous prize 
in order to continue to enjoy 
the pleasures of member¬ 
ship at Moor Hall, his dub 
in Birmingham, and of com¬ 
petitions with his fellow golf 
writers? 

For Lawrenson. it was the 
stuff of dreams. He arrived 
on tee of the 198-yard, 15th 
hole at-Mill Ride golf dub. 
swung a three-iron and 
holed out. The world, on a 
glorious summer’s day, took 
on an even rosier hue. 

I got my first hole in one 
two months ago. after 45 
years of trying. I won noth¬ 
ing and was happy to pay 
for three magnums of 
Bollinger to be consumed by 
my friends. Lawrenson. for 
his sixth hole in one. won a 
vastly expensive car. Some 
people have all the luck. 

lawrenson is a left¬ 
hander who holed in one 
when we played together in 
the Canary Islands ten years 
ago. His handicap, once 
one. is now seven, but there 
are times when the fluency 
of his swing and the purity 
of his striking reveal that he 
was once good enough to 
compete in the Lytham Tro¬ 
phy and to have hit balls on 
a practice ground alongside 
Sandy Lyle and Mark 
James. 

Yesterday Lawrenson, the 
golf correspondent of The 
Sunday Telegraph, was not 
only playing with football¬ 
ers — he was playing with 
Steve MacManaman and 
Plaul Ince, two stars of 
Liverpool, the dub at which 
he holds season tickets. To 
have played with them on a 


summer's day. and to have 
played well, would have 
been more than enough. To 
hole in one and win such a 
prize — his cup was surely 
running over. 

But should he take the 
car? If he did so, acording to 
Grant Moir, assistant secre¬ 
tary (rules) of the Royal and 
Anrient Golf Club of St 
Andrews, he would forfeit 
his amateur status and it 
could take ten years for him 
to regain it 

In this time Lawrenson, 
now known as a non ama¬ 
teur. would be able to com¬ 
pete only in events at which 
the organisers were pre¬ 
pared to gram him a tempo¬ 
rary handicap. 

Moor Hall might be pre¬ 
pared to do so for internal 
dub competitions as might 
P G Wodehouse’s Wrecking 
Crew, otherwise known as 
the Association of Golf Writ¬ 
ers. but. equally, they might 
not 

If Lawrenson was worried 
at missing out on some of 
the competitive camaraderie 
of golf he could, so long as 
he did not handle the car, 
immediately hand if over to 
charity. He could decline to 
receive the car and accept 
instead a sum of money to 
commemorate his feat. But 
this sum would be a maxi¬ 
mum of £200. 

A hard derision? Not real¬ 
ly. Croesus might walk 
away from the car because 
he had a bob or two. as 
might Timmy Patino who 
has golden rules down at 
Valderrama — he has the 
gold so he makes the rules. 
But the opportunity to re¬ 
ceive a payment — greater, 
jusL than his salary from 
The Sunday Telegraph — is 
surely one that Lawrenson 
and almost any other ama¬ 
teur put in a similar position 
would leap at 

I often said jokingly when 
we played together that he 
was a lucky golfer, and 
particularly when he had 
narrowly beaten me, by 5 
and 4. say. Now he has 
proved iL Good luck to him. 


; TIMES 


GET 

TO GRIPS 



I 

I 


iin 



i 


I 






IJMIJJ 


J World Cup 



In the second of foor free World Cup guides, read a unique portrait of 
the elusive Maradona and part two of an exclusive interview with Gana. 

Only in The Times on Mnnday. 
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Baseball sets legal precedent that other sports may follow 
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Supporters 
starting to 
fight back in 
ticke t war 
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is probably the most I ^ I 


FiWiiMilW * 1 


■ J..k. - 


Clamping down on crime 


•e 


^- ^1597 r .399£t : -iiCtedge 


Arsenal 




.: Vrir-'-i:- •• 




iBtackbtrmRovers 


bMyCMy 


■£TO 2 : ' 

"<%. *0- 

£345 


£887 -£1025 



T he football supporter, 
as one dedicated fan 
remarked yesterday, 
is probably the most 
loyal customer to be found in 
any business. That observa¬ 
tion, by Frank Gilmour. trea¬ 
surer of the Newcastle United 
Independent Supporters' As¬ 
sociation and chib season- 
ticket holder for 24 years, was 
delivered on the morning that 
the FA Premier League an¬ 
nounced record attendance 
figures for the season just 
ended. 

As the noose around the 
neck of the season-ticket hold¬ 
er pulls ever tighter, with 
rising prices and growing 
competition for seats to be 
bought well in advance, so the 
potential grows for disap¬ 
pointment What, after all, is a 
supporter assured of when 
committing hundreds of 
pounds towards a season of 
matches? A reserved seat and 
nothing more, arguably. 

There is no guarantee of the 
product only an assumption 
that die football dub will do its 
best Can we always be sure? 
Given that most things Ameri¬ 
can cross the Atlantic eventu¬ 
ally. a cautionary tale about 
the Florida Marlins baseball 
team is relevant. In two cases, 
it emerged this week, they are 
being sued by season-ticket 
holders irked that they are not 
getting what they thought they 
were buying. 

The Marlins won the World 
Series last year and more than 
10.000 fans purchased tickets 
for the new season. Then, 
before it began, the Marlins 
discarded 12 players from its 
World Series roster, lowering 
its payroll from $53 million to 
$24 million. 

“The Florida Marlins are 
100 per cent committed to 
putting an aggressive, exciting 
team on the field for our sixth 
season." Don Smiley, the team 
president wrote in a newslet¬ 
ter sent to prospective season- 
ticket holders. “1 feel like l 
have been lied to," Octavio 
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Fernandez, who is bringing 
one of the lawsuits, said. 

What then, should a foot¬ 
ball season-ticket bolder have 
the right to expect? Gilmour 
recalled how. this time last 
year, he bought his ticket 
believing that he would see Les 
Ferdinand, Peter Beardsley 
and Robbie Elliott, whom he 
had enjoyed watching tire 
previous season, only to find 
that, by the time the new 
campaign was into its stride, 
they had departed. 

Adding to Gilmours disap¬ 
pointment Faustino Asprilla 
left midway through the sea¬ 
son. It would be absurd to 
suggest that dubs cannot play 
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Crime Beat 

tv- BBCl.8.00pm 

‘T~ v "■ Martyn Lewis is back to reassure us that, however 

V‘- C-~ ■■ - bad the crime figures may seem, the police are 

• r>. doing a grand job. Or at least some of foemare. 

..: x-\ The topic for tonight is car crime and the first good 

> y.i'f :<.- -dw: news comes from Leeds. TWo years ago it was the 

■ \i->. 1 '-<■ worst city in Britain for such crimes. Now. titarucs 

W ■■■ ‘ i j p bIj. " to a new dosed circuit television system in the city 

w centre, car crime is down by half. The ponce in 

® lira Birmingham have a different approach. They have 

'■*. ' best handing out pictures of die most wanted car 

“ thieves and say that even the villains who have not 

: 16% been caught are keeping away. In Cardiff, 

- meanwhile, the police chief has named and 

1 shamed the dty car paries most vulnerable to 

L 11 % I crime, thus aieouraging their operators to improve 

security. Cardiff has also introduced Britain's first 

women-onfyearparit 

IceMea 
BBC2.930pm 

. A three-part history of Arctic exploration starts 

; • with the story of Robert Fearey and Frederick 

Bfc :< • iSC ;• Cook, the Americans who each claimed to be the 

r first to get to the North Pole. Peaiy. a navy 

lieutenant, made his claim in 1909. Cook, a doctor, 
1£%- -v' r .v?.- _ retorted that he had been there a year before. The 

r' 4 \ arrogant and ambitious Peary was cast as the bad 
• guy. and the affable Cook as the hero, until the 

10%^. - M v. University of Copenhagen did a devastating report 

-r on Cook's data. Peary'S records were questioned in 
V^-r v - turn, though his gravestone in Arlington Cemetery 
'?'v-vf-calls him the "discoverer of the North Pole". 

Descendants of Peary and Cook revive the 
' .. ‘.v ; "•*.; Y:v controversy, stubbornly insisting that their man 
-■ was telling the truth, while Wally Herbert, the 
.. British explorer who readied to the Pole in 1969. 

v adds his expert and unprejudiced gloss. 

: '7. ; Short and Cnvltes: I Love My Mum 

. - Channel 4,9.45pm 

*?v Just as writers will tefi you that a short story is a 

A ‘V \ more difficult assignment than a novel, so film- 
*; makers can find a 15-minute short a greater 
. : v v • ' challenge than a feature. The latest example of 

/ i' v.* trying to use a smaD space to maximum effect is 
provided by a writer. Srru'ta Bfride. and a director. 





Arctic explorer Robert Peaiy (930pm) 


Alrick Riley, two of the emerging talents that this 
series exists to promote. 
relationship, by turns explosive and afiafconate. 
bSveen an right-year^ld Asian b(V his dr^ 

addict mother who live in West L ondo n, we 
observe them in their flat and on the streets, hear 
by proxy about the absait father, and are 

. J “ j ... .1 _ohilrtv in epivt ctrimo 


tickets 


the transfer market once the 
season has begun but Gfl- 
mour argues tlwt chibs that 
make mistakes should offer a 
refund. “I am a publican and. 
in die retail business, you 
refund tite customer if they are 





Hie mid-season departure of Asprilla irfced Newcastle Cans 





If yoa want a radio show that 
doesn’t send you back to sleep in the 
momif^ wake up to the new talk radio 
breakfast 

Every weekday Kirsty Young and* 
Bffl Overton bring you up to date with 
whatfs going on in the world - through 
an entertaina^ mix of news, discussions 
and famnonr. 

So tone in between 6:30am and 
9:00am, for a much more substantial 
breakfast 


The new 


ET»U«1 breakfast 


IB 


- 


Ul -- t- m — 

that we will meet its makers agam. 

The Party's Over 
Channel 4, HJOpm 

New Labour's honeymoon may have lasted much 
longer than the pundits expected and political 
opponents hoped but in one area the romance has 
gone cokJ. As Tony Blair swept to victory, youth 
culture seemed Firmly on board. Dmeam provided 
the campaign theme song. Things Can Only Get 
Better, and Downing Street party goers included 
Chris Evans and Noel Gallagher of Oasis. Tnen it 
all went sour, with Labour not only alienating 
Britpop but the old arts establishment as wdL The 
Pam s Over tries to discover how and why with the 
help of Helen Storey, the fashion designer, Wayne 
Hemingway of Reef or Dead, Stephen Bayfey who 
resigned from Millennium Dome project and Will 
Self, the maverick novelist Chris Smith, toe 
Culture Secretary, appears for the defence. 

Peter Waymarb 
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RADIO CHOICE 


not gating whai they paid 
for." Gihnour saod. 

"Newcastle have gone from 
bang a very attractive team to 
me mat is dour and mundane 
because they no longer have 
those charismatic players.” 
Shiela Spiers, of the Football 
Supporters’ Association (FSA), 
saxL "ft compares with the 
Florida Marlins to a certain 
extent but the football dubs 
are careful not to make state¬ 
ments like the Marlins .’ 1 

At the heart of the lawsuits 
against the Martins is the 
advertising and promotional 
material sent to p rospective 
season-ticket holders. Spiers, a 
Liverpool seascxHidret holder, 
said that the dub sends out 
oily a renewal form. How¬ 
ever. Gilmour said of 
Newcastle: “In the last few 
years, they have put in a 
covering letter from the chib 
saying that they are commit¬ 
ted to providing high-quality 
entertainment ” 

As rugby union follows the 


professional route, atten¬ 
dances are rising despite sub¬ 
stantial increases in season- 
ticket prices. Leicester. 
England's best supported 
dub. are testing faith after 
being supplanted by Saracens 
as Tetley's Bitter Cup holders 
and finishing fourth in the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership in 
a season when Waisale Serevi. 
signed as the world's leading 
sevens player, failed to make 
an impression. 

Athletics is taking steps this 
season to ensure that ticket 
holders for the main meetings 
in Britain are guaranteed an 
improved product The em¬ 
phasis on appearance money 
has been removed and trans¬ 
ferred to prize-money after 
Michael Johnson, the hottest 
properly in sprinting, took his 
fee last year and finished fifth 
in a race in London. 

While rugby and athletics 
counts its gates in thousands, 
football does so in mflliocs. the 
Premier League announcing 
yesterday that attendances 
surpassed 11 million in 
1997-98, representing 94 per 
cent of capacity. That Middles¬ 
brough were not part of the 
Premiership so aggrieved one 
fan that he took the Premier 
League to court claiming loss 
of entertainment 

The three points which Mid¬ 
dlesbrough had deducted last 
season cost them their place in 
the Premiership. The support¬ 
er went to court but lost In 
terms of a Mariins-styie issue 
arising here, while the FSA 
considers it a possibility, the 
Premier League does not 

“Because we are not fran¬ 
chise-based, 1 could never 
envisage ft happening," Mike 
Lee. a Premier League spokes¬ 
man. said: “It is theoretically 
possible that you can sell and 
buy players as you see fit but 
the rules that govern the 
Premiership means there is 
always a competitive edge. 
Our rules say that our clubs 1 
have to field the strongest side 
in every league game." 


Answers from page 44 
BALDWIN 

fa) A common variety of eating 
antic also a tree bearing this 
type of apple. An eponym from a 
per s o na l name. “Looking otd 
through my s tody window. I see 
Mr Biglow busy in gathering 
bis Baldwins." 

GLEY 

M A Ma c-grey soB or soil layer 
in which iron and manganese 
compounds arc reduced 
through being waterlogged. 
Also, such a soil mottled with 
brownish oxidised patches as a 
result of periods of relative 
dryness. A Ukrainian word for 
sticky bluish day. “The words 
gley and glrifkation were 
derived from the popular 
Ukrainian and introduced into 
scientific te rmi nology in 190S by 
G. N. VisotskL- 

ALOCASIA 

(b) A plant of a genus from 
tropical Aria cultivated for its 
fodage. dosdy and confusingly 
allied to eMocaria. The name b 
said to be an alteration of the 
latter plant. 

“Akxasia should be potted 
before growth begins." 

GAVAGE 

(b) A method of forcible feeding 
by the nse of a force-pump and a 
tube passed info the stomach. 
The word b French. Law ren c e 
Dnrrefl: “In goose country, 
where the practice of force- 
feeding geese fgffvoge) is in 
operation, there are always a 
goodly number of casualti es -" 

SOLUTION TO WINNING 
CHESS MOVE 

1, Qfo*! BxffcZexfov Kffi(2.... 
Kh& 3.17^3. 8<5». Also, I. BI7 ts 
derisive 


Goodness Gracious Me 
Radio 4.630pm 

The 630 comedy slot under the new schedules is 
proving a mvxea bag but the return of this awanl- 
winner makes tonight a safe time to tune in. f 
temenibei calling attention to the first show in the 
first series, saying it had the strength of bring an 
Asian comedy programme that vrouid appeal to 
people from all backgrounds. Judged by the first 
programme in this new series, the same still 
allies. The opening sketch typifies the debunking 
approach of the writers, especially towards the 
fashion for all things Asian. A teenage son horrifies 
his parents by saying he wants to be a doctor. 
“Howcan you do this to us? Asians areoool, brown 
is the new Made...doctors are square, also 
lawyers, accountants and tobacconists.” 


SOOan Kavln Greening and Zo6 Bafl 9JB aman Mayo 12J» 
Jo Whlay. Indue** 1230pm Newsbefi 5LO0 Mask ftoddlffe 
400 Daw Paarca &45 Newsbeal 600 Dave fearce The Mx 
S30 Stove Lamacq — The Evening Seedon 830 live Music 
Update &40 John Peel 1030 May Ame Hobbs UDOam Ow 
Warren 4X0 Chris Moytes 


SJOOaia Alex Lester 730 Wake Up Id Wbgsn 930 Johnnie 
Waiter 1130 Jimmy ^Young 130pra Debbie Thrower 330 Ed 
Stewart 5J0S John Dum 730 David Alan's Country Club 830 
Pad Jones 930 May to December 930 The News HuddGnes 
10j05 Pad GentjaconTs tedde Track 1030 ffichad AMnson 
1235am Steve Madden 330 Anne Othen 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


6J00am The Breektasi Programme 930 Mcky Campbel 1200 
The Mdday News unpin Ruscoe and Co 430 NeOonwtde 
730 News Extra 730 David Gower's Crtdret WoeWy. Inductee 
a report tram today's Bret one-day international 930 inside 
Edge. Bob Bonnet with the issues behind the sporting 
headlines 1030 Late M^it live 130am Up Al Nght 530 
Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


730am Chris Evans 1030 Pad Coyte 130pm Mck Abbot 
430 Roto! Banks 730 Ray Cbfces 1030 Mark Forrest230am 
Cefcnin Jones 530 Jeremy Clarft 530 Jeremy dark 


TALK RADIO 


630am Khsty Young vwth S3 Overton 930 Scott Chisholm 
1230 Lorraine Kefly 230pm Tommy Boyd 430 Peter Deefey 
730 Anna Raeburn 930 James Whale 130am Ian CoOns 
530 The EarfyShow 


630am On Air, with PeoocTretewney. Mozart (Violin 
Concerto No 3 in G. K216): Brahms (Academic 
Festwri Overture); Rossini (La Danza); 

930 Masterworts, with Penny Gore. Beethoven 

(Leonora Overture No 2); Beethoven (Piano Trio in 
BU, Op 11): Josef Strauss (Waltz Dortachwaiben 
aus Ostemeichl: Prokofiev (Symphony No 5); 

1030 Artist of tha Weele Metvyn Tan 
1130 Sound Stories; Shakespeare. Music associated 
with A Midsummer Night's Dream 
1230 Composer ©Mhe Week: Vhrakfl 
130pm The RarBo 3 Lunchtime Conceit Jane's 
Mhuliela. Gurney (Ludlow and Teme); Bax 
(Elegiac Trio); Smylh (Four Songs) (r) 

230 TbeTOC Orchestras: BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales, under Tadaaki Otaka Pad Wallens, 
cello. Martin Roscoe, piano Liadov (The 
Enchanted Lake); Tchaikovsky (Variations on a 
Rococo Theme, original version); Glazunov 
(Symphony No 7); Brahms (Plano Concerto No 1 

n D minor) 

430 The Plano: The Plano and Childhood (r) (r) 

445 Music Machine: The Indian Subcontinent 
530 In Tune. Sean RaHerty looks a\ plants and the# 
musical a s soca t ions. with music by Ravel. Mozart. 
Britten and Strauss 


630am Today, with John Humphrys and Sue 

MacGregor Includes 635.735 Weather 735. 
835 Sports News 7.45 Thought lor the Day 
835 (LW) Yesterday n Parliament 
930The Candidate, with Jonathan Dimbteby 
930 Strange Weather Days-. SkyffghL Helen Young 
hunts for the aurora borealis m Scotland 
945 Serleh Before I Soy Goodbye (4/5) 

945 (LW) Deify Sendee' 

1030 News; Woman's Hour 
1045 (LW) Cricket England v South Africa. The rest 
one-day International from the Oval. See Choree 
1130 (FM) Notts; Crossing Cont in ents. Meriel 
Beaitie travels to Thafiand 

1130 (FM) The Table, by Aleon Spnttler. Residents ol 
a shared house go berearfc when a couple move 
an old tabic into the comnwta! halway with 
Lorelei King, Robert Bathurst and Tom Watt 
12.00 (UM News KeadKnes; Shipping Forecast 
1230 (FM) News; You and Yours 
12.04pm (LW) Cricket England v South Africa 
130 inn The World at One, with Nick Clarke 
130 (Fin Hidden Treasures. Las Tharp presents a 
iqftfnearted antiques qua (ram Parham House in 
West Sussex 

2.00 (FM) News; The Archers (r) 

2.15 (FM) Afternoon Play: Hambone's Day, by David 
Johnston. Northern Ireland is at a crossroads, and 
ten-year-old Pauf s future «s at stake. So. ho 
decides to keep a clary of the momentous events 
235 (LW) Angora on Tour. Jonathan Agnow presents 
a pwsonal view ol the England tour of the West 
todies 

23S (LW) Crtckau Engl an d v South Africa 
330 (FM) Ne ws; Can You and Yores 
330 (FM) The L8S1 of Ore Mohicans: Mud- 
Horseman (4/5) 

345 (FM) An Engteft Pastoral Arthctogy. The final 
reading by Stela Good and Oliver Ford 0 jvkh 


540Inshore Forecast 5.45 Ptavw tnrn~L _ 
547 Fanning Today. ^ 
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Cricket: England v South Africa 
Radio 4.10.45 (long-wave only) 

Just when you thought there was nothing much to 
write to Feedback about here comes the Test 
Match Special team, temporarily sailing under the 
flag of the One-Day International team, to throw 
down foe wickets of Radio 4 long-wave diehards 
and have them scampering up the pitch with 
frantic appeals to the umpire. James Boyle. But 
what does a Scot know about cricket? The game is 
again spending foe summer on Radio 4*s long¬ 
wave frequency, starting with foe first, onetiayer 
against South Africa at the Oval. Aggers, Blowers. 
CM-J and Gerald de Kock from South Africa win 
be on the air until 6 pm. or whenever foe game 
ends, with a news break at 1204pm ana the 
shipping forecast at 554pm. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


730am Nows 7.15 Insight 730 Meridian Books. 030 News 
&.1S Oft the Shell 830 Composer ot the Month 930 New. 
(648 only} News in German 9.10 Pause lor Though 9-15 
Performance 930 Hot New Country 1030 News 1035 World 
Business Report 10.15 You and the law 1030 Network 10A5 
Spate Roundup 11.00 Newsdesk 1130 Discovery 1230 
Newsdesk 1230pm The Learning World 1245 From Our Own 
Correspondent 130 News; (648 only) News in German 135 
World Business Report 1.1S Bnian Today 130 Record News 
1 45 Sports Roundup 230 Newshour 330 News 105 Otftook 
330 MuKtrack X-Press 430 News 435 Sports Roindup 4.15 
Westway 430 The Vintage Chart Show. (648 only) News In 
German 530 Eaope Today 530 World Business Report 545 
Britain Today 630 News &15 insight 630 Record News; (548 
only) News m German & 45 Sports Roundup 7JOO Newsdesk 
730 Assignment 830 News Summary 831 Outlook 835 
Pause lor Thaujyrt S30 John Peel 930 Newshour 1030 News 
1035 Work) Business Report 10.15 Britain Today 1030 
Merkfian Books 1130 Newsdesk 1130 knight 1145 Sports 
ftaordup 1230 News 1235am Outlook 1230 John Peel 130 
Newsdesk 130 Westway 145 Britain Today 230 Newsdesk 
230 Composer ol the Month 330 Newsday 330 Focus an 
Felth 430 News 435 World Busness Report 4.15 Sports 
Ronidup 430 The World Today 530 The Wbrid Today 


CLASSIC FM 


Snrtem Efreekfast with BaRey 830 Henry Ke*y Michael Barry 
prepares rabbit with rosemary and marjoram. FVe, the Record 
ol the Week 1230 Lunchtime Re qu e s ts 230pm Concerto. 
Vajghan Wiaams (Otx» Concerto) 330Jamie Crick Includes 
Continuous Ctasste8 and Altemoon Romance 830 Newsnigtit 
7.00 Smooth Classics' ert Sevan John Banning ntraduoes 
classte sounds 930 Everting Concert. Henry VIII (Pastkne with 
Good Company); VauQhan WUiams (Five Tudor Potraits): 
Edmund Targes (Enforce Yoirsett as Godde’s Km^rt); Nicolai 
(The Merry Wives ol Windsor); Komgotd (The Private Lives ot 
Etzabeffi and Essex; 7he Sea Hawk); Atwyn (Elizabethan 
Dances) 1130 Mann at tiBght 230am Concerto (r) 330 Mark 
Griffiths 


730 Performance on 3 (Sounding the Century). 

The BBC National Orchestra 01 Wales under Mark 
Oder Uve from Si David's Halt. Cartfilf, with Paul 
Watkins, cello. BBC National Chorus of Wales 
Ladies' Voces. Butterworth (A Shropshire Lad); 
Sgar (Cello Concerto in E minor) 8.10 Herechel 
and the Solar System. Patrick Moore and guests 
discuss the life and work of the astronomer 
William Herschei 830 Concert, part tvra. Holst 
(Suite The Planets) 

935 Postscript: Rote Play (4/S) 

10.00 Music Restored: Early Music Young Artists' 
Showcase 98- Chris de Souza nlroduces the 
third of four concerts Irom this year's event, given 
earlier this month a the Royal Academy ol Music. 
London ChapeUe du Rex axe directed by Atetaff 
Dixon m music by Fernando de las inlantas, 
Alonso Lobo and Jean Bichafort 
10.45 Night Waves. Paul Allen reports Irom Liverpool 
Where the Taie Gallery re-opens this wees'. 

1130 Jaa Notes: Count Basie Week. Digby 

Fairweather introduces the Count Basie Orchestra 
in concert al London's Ronnie Scott's dub. their 
first date m the UK lor 22 years 
12.00 Composer of the Week: Hummel (rt 
1.00am Through the Night 


4.00 (FM) News; Word at Mouth: Say It with 

mwers. Mrchael Rosen visits the Chelsea Flower 
Show to find out how liowws are named 
430 (FM) The Material World, win Trevw Phillips 
5.00 PM 5.54 Shipping 537 Weather 
537 (LW Cricket England v South Africa 
6.00 (FM) News at Six 
630 Goodness Gracious Me. See Chc- r. e 
7.00 News; The Archers 
7.15 Front Row. Francine Sloci laK-S coj& as 
America awats the Latest monster movie 
blockbuster — Godola 
745 Postcards: The Last Wate /4,'5> ;ri 
a30 News; Ascension Day Service. From ihe 
Church of 5; Martm m Fcekls, Tratatoar 
Square, with members of the chcrus 
orchestra ot it* Academy 0 t St Manm m «he 
Hews. Celebrant ite Rev Canon Pacer Rovie 

Preacher ihe Rev Professor Keith VJard Reqiiis 

Protcsswof Diwrar/. Oxlord Drccicr oi nucic 
Chnstophor Robinson 

-fSI*® w ** k ln Westminster, veto SiOyn RichardR 
9.00 News; Leading Edge. GIVarrs iwSJ 
me most enCJing areas of soeniii.r 
930 The Candidste (r) 10.00 The WorkfTSiSrt 

ra45 « Breftlmm A KJmf of Lr^^s^Bean 

reads Sian Bor«o* s 1950s nsvel 1^01 
11PO UatBNlgtoon 4: Bussmann arid Ouantfek 
Wrpsia*. S-erches and monolonu,^^S anri 
pnrtormed by Jane Butcmorm are 1 Da«d ^ 

(JuantrcV 

1130 (LW) Today In Partlamom 

T130 (FM) Talas from tho Back of BevonH 1 ^ 

Walsh and Jon-iihan m Viomirn iri^ 

12.00 News 1230 The Late BoofcAtSCt^ o’, 

12.48 SMmlira Forecast i.m ®9y 
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Why ear travel is not for the faint-hearted 


W hat makes the human 
race so fascinating is that 
on the one hand it in¬ 
cludes a variety erf complex lire 
‘or™* — hke you. me and Gore 
VjdaJ — and on the other it also 
includes Dan Quayle. Even so. if 
someone had told me that one day 
I would be able to travel through 
Professor Robert Winston’s ear 
canal. I would have been amazed I 
would certainly have been amazed 
that anybody should think I might 
want to travel through Prof Win¬ 
ston's ear canal. And having now 
done iu I would still have to say 
that ear travel is probably a 
limited market You’d be pushed to 
develop a tourist industry around 
it in my opinion, anyway. 

But if you didn't like his ear. Prof 
Winston, Britain’s leading fertility 
expert had plenty of other tricks to 
suck you into last night's opening 
episode of The Human Body 
(BBC!). Like Shakespeare’s great¬ 
est plays, the gist of the series can 


be summed up in a few sentences, 
which, while accurate, still give no 
sense of the magic ahead {weYe 
assuming here that after two years 
of preparation there is magic on its 
way}. Winstons gist, which he 
conveyed while cuddling the newly 
bom Charlotte, was than "Like 
most of us at binh. ihere^s really 
nothing to her: a bit of fat. a little 
sugar, a bit of protein. She's 75 per 
cent water. She's really just a 
collection of chemicals. And yet she 
is the most complicated thing on 
Earth, and during her lifetime 
she'll achieve the most amazing 
things." Providing, of course, she 
doesn’t turn into Dan Quayle. 

Of the many facts Winston 
recited to us — during her life 
Charlotte will eat 7300 eggs, talk 
for 12 years, grow 950km of hair on 
her head, fall in love twice, spend 
three and a half years eating, live 
for 79 years, be able to name 2.000 
people, and so on - the one 
statistic that has been attracting 


most pre-broadcast attention is 
that human beings have sex 2380 
times with five different people: 
obviously, what has made this 
figure so arresting is that it is an 
average that has been calculated 
across the human race as a whole. 
In other words, after you've taken 
account of Warren Beady, that 
makes only 62 rimes for the rest of 
us. 

W hen we or he tired of 
facts. Winston showed us 
scary pictures of body 
parts in frightening dose-up — a 
human equivalent of that old 
Robert Robertson quiz game in 
which families had to identify an 
everyday object — usually a potato 
peeler — that had been photo¬ 
graphed in close-up and at an 
unlikely angle. Last night we 
gawped at close-ups of a stomach 
lining (like a rumpled picnic rug), 
sweat pores, tear ducts and. of 
course. Prof Winston’s memorable 


REVIEW 


Joe 

Joseph 


ear canal (1 say memorable, 
though I couldnt swear that I’d be 
able to pick it out again in a police 
line-up). They were not sights for 
the squeamish. Also, it felt strange¬ 
ly cannibalistic when the inside of 
your stomach went queasy at the 
sight of the inside of another 
stomach. 

There was a certain awkward¬ 
ness at times — partly because you 
felt that Winston was jetting 


around the world (Yellowstone 
National Park, the French Pyre¬ 
nees. tar-racing, some deep-sea 
diving) for fear that we might grow 
bored if he didn’t do something 
jazzy: and partly because, as weu 
as being the first show in die series 
(showing us how human beings 
evolved), this opening programme 
was also doing double duty as a 
shop window, offering alluring 
glimpses of subjects from later 
episodes. 

But the BBC should be applaud¬ 
ed for choosing Winston to present 
such an ambitious and high- 
profile project (even if it couldn’t 
afford to buy him the rest of his 
Groudio Marx disguise kit). There 
is such pressure on programme- 
makers today to make “heavy- 
subjects “digestible" by hiring a 
comedian to act as presenter — 
someone who can mug ro the 
camera when a statistic like “the 
human body produces 40,000 
litres of urine and spends six 


months on the loo" comes along — 
that we should remind the BBC 
how much we appreciate it when 
they don’t talk down to us- Then 
again, maybe Paul Whitehouse 
(he’d have been perfect!) just 
proved too expensive for the pro¬ 
duction budget. 

O f course, what is truly 
remarkable and breath¬ 
taking about the human 
body, the thing that makes it such 
a miracle of Nature, is that it 
represents a state of physical and 
mental prowess that makes it 
almost unique in its ability to wipe 
out thousands of other equally 
remarkable and breathtaking mir¬ 
acles of Nature. Few people get to 
witness the bloody results of such 
inter-mirade warfare as much as 
staff of the Red Cross.-whose work 
we glimpsed in Crossing The 
Lines (BBC2) last night. In this 
programme, the first of three. John 
Simpson showed us how the 


world’s largest humanitarian org¬ 
anisation is coping as conflicts 
change from being battles between 
nation states to the now far more 
common civil wars — in which 
government forces fight guerrillas, 
and in which neither side automat¬ 
ically respects the Red Cross 
badge. 

Watching a Red Cross official 
visiting a teeming Colombian jail, 
where sewage seeped straight 
from the bottom of broken lavatory 
bowls onto Simpson’s shoes, you 
wonder if the most remarkable 
thing about humans isn't their 
determination—even eagerness — 
to survive, whatever the circum¬ 
stances. Lord knows, the Red 
Cross can’t always do very much. 
But without the little that it does 
for these civil war victims their 
lives would be little better than 
those of bacteria — which, as Prof 
Winston told us. is exactly where 
we started all those millions of 
years ago. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (79632) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (T) (35266) 

9.00 Change That A masterclass on the style 
of the 1930s (89118891 
9-25 KUroy (T) (1654452) 

10.05 A Date with Fate (7381841) 

1IL30 Cant Cook, Won't Cook (T) (8047957) 
10.55 The Really Useful Show Consumer 
hints and tips (T) (4025112) 

11.35 The General (6320402) 

12.00 News (7) (9786976) 

12.05pm Wogm’s Web Terry Wogan provides 
viewers with a kxum lor live discussion 
(5042452) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (85783) 

► 1.30 Regional News (T) (13573570) 

1 AO The Weather Show (22983228) 

1.45 Neighbours Lou feels responsible for 
Ben's accident and Ruth doesn't let him 
forget it Caitfin tries to show Bitty her true 
feelings (T) (95566570) 

2.10 Ironside A student takes the law into his 
own hands to bring a killer to book. 
Drama, starring Raymond Burr (r) 
(9892083) 3.00 Through the Keyhole 
(6266) 

330 Play days (1804547) 3.50 The Lrttlest Pat 
Shop (2497605) 4.00 Revel's American 
Tails (5428228) 4.25 Julia Jekyfl and 
Harriet Hyde (6049082) 4.40 

Goosebumps (T) (2586537) 

5.00 Newsround (T) (6968565) 

5.10 No Sweat Lee is kidnapped by a gang of 
jurvor school terrorists, , while Mickey 
dreams of being knighted (T) (8059247) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) (101247) -. 

6.00 Six O’Clock News 01 and weather (773) 
,)Uo Regional News (T) (353) 

7.00 Watchdog: On the House In the final 
programme, Anne McKevitt and Sankha 
Cuba present handy tips on 
wallpapering: plus: a cautionary tale for 
people tempted by companies wanting to 
use their homes for sales-semtnars (T) 
(8247) 

7.30 EastEnders Ricky gets some fatherly 
advice from Frank as his marriage hits the 
rocks (I) (537) 

8.00 BfefijgBgfl Crime Beat New sate. 

Martyn Lewis investigates how 
police are tackling car crime (T) (7995) 
&30 Keeping Mum Peggy is determined to 
prove she’s stitt a good mother fT) (6402) 
9.00 Nine O’Clock News <T) and weather 
(4826) 

9.30 Men Behaving Badly Ladcfish comedy, 
starring Martin dunes and Naif Morrissey 
(r) (I) (25131) 

10.00 The Ben EHon Show, with Ronnie 
Corbett (T) (107111 

10 JO Smith and Jones Comedy from Mel 
Smith and Gnff Rhys Jones (r) (T) (96131) 
11.00 Ulster The Choice On the eve of 
jf Northern Ireland's referendum, David 
Dimbleby hosts a topical debate from 
Belfast (T) (981315) 

12.05 am Black Widow Murders: The 

m Blanche Taylor Moore Story (TVM, 
1985) True-life mystery, with Elizabeth 
Montgomery and David Cleonon. 
Directed by Alan Metzger (2357700) 1.30 
Weather (3184648) 

1.35 BBC News 24 
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VIDEO Ptus+ and VIDEO Ptua+ codes 

The numbers after each programme are for VIDEO 
ptus* programming. Just enter the VIDEO PI10+ 
numbers) far the leterani programmers! into your 
video recorder for easy lapreg. 

For more details call VIDEO Pris+ on 0640 750710. 
Calls charged at 25p per minute at all times 
VIDEO Plus+tfc 14 Badlands Tic London. SW3 2SP 
VIDEO Phis-*® is a registered traderrari'. of Gemstar 
Dwetopmem Corporation. O 1998 


6.10am Breaths of LHe (3278044) 635 
Mammals in Water (5439315) 

7.00 Teletubbfes (r) (9631792) 7.25 The 
Flmtstone Comedy Show (9627599) 7.50 
Blue Peter (q (7795976) 8.15 Funky 
Phantom (r) (2171614) 8.40 Hairy Jeremy 
(rl (4758773) 8.45 The Record (49669761 
9.10 Go for 111 (2776131) 9.25 Mad About 
Music (2417808) 9.45 Come Outside 
(7354957) 10.00 Teielubbies (62247) 
10.30 Storytime (6257247) 10.45 

Teaching Today (690547) 11.15 Zig Zaa 
(90774211 11.35 TV. Fnend or Foe? 
(6337792) 11.55 bfeschool (9070421) 
1230pm Working Lunch (43537) 1.00 The 
Family Ness (14268537) 1.05Tales ol the 
Tooth Fairies (14267808) 

1.10 The Countryside Hour Bob Langley 
unravels the secrets of the natural 
landscape on home ground m the Lake 
District (1657711) 

2.10 Flightline Reports on the British fighter 
plane the Hairier (ump-jet the latest hi- 
tech flying simulators, and new advances 
In Russian aviation (79752421) 2.38 
Tales tram the Net (8507334) 2.40 News 
(8504247) Z45 Westminster (7622315) 
3.25 News (3105063) 3.30 Feast of 
Floyd (131) 

44)0 Real Rooms (5419570) 

4.25 Ready, Steady, Cook (5429957) 

4.55 Esther Dame Edna Everage 
(6489044) 

530 Today's the Day (402) 

64)0 Star Trek: Voyager (r) (T) (434044) 

6.45 Third Rock from the Sun (r) (T) 
(740402) 

730 Regional Programme (179) 



England’s Adam HoHloaka (8pm) 

a 00 International Cricket Texaco Trophy: 
England v South Africa Highlights of 
the first one-day international at the Oval 
(7605) 

9.00 Doctors at Large: Mixed Ambitions 
Overworked doctor Sarah Marlindale 
discovers she is pregnant (T) (8228) 

930 BSfafap jjl Ice Men: The Race To The 
E frflSa Ea pole (1/3) Protifing great 
Arctic expkxers throughout history 
(442266) 

1030 Several Careful Owners A landlord, a 
fruit-and-veg seller and a distillery worker 
sinq the praises of a Humber Rrilman 
Estate (T) (642131) 

1038 Tates from the Net (927334) 

1030 Newsmght (631518) 

11.15 Late Review (325605) 

1135 Holiday Weather (935841) 

12.00 The Phil Silvers Show (19483) 

1230 am Learning Zone: O U: A New Sun is 
Bom (80483) 1.00 Representing the 
People (68483) 2.00 Hospitality and 
Catering (12367) 4.00 Film Education 
(85648) 4.30 Rim Education(52939) 5.00 
Computers Don't Bite (5234754) 5.45 
OU: Global Firms. Shrinking Worlds 
(59193) 


6.00am GMTV (9555063) 

9.25 This Morning (T) (6191696) 

9.30 Vanessa (T) (2162605) 

10.10 This Morning (7) (26984421) 

12.15 pm Regional News (6971686) 

12.30 News (T) and weather (30063) 

1.00 Shortland Street (97421) 

1.30 Home and Away (T) (39334) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (3918518) 
2.45 Waffle (T) (318699) 

3.15 News {3103605} 

330 Regional News (3100518) 

335 Potamus Park (r) (3183841) 3.35 The 
S low Norris (r) (8061806) 3.45 

Paddington Beat (r) (2401808) 350 
Cartoon Time (r) (5437976) 3.55 Sooty 
and Co (r) tj) (384750) 4.20 Brand 
Spanking New Doug fT) (6026131) 4.40 
The Ward (r) fT) (4731150) 

5.10 A Country Practice (6312808) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (264911) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (487570) 

6.25 WALES: Wales Tonight (487570) 

&25 HTV Weather (986696) 

6.30 The West Tonight (421) 

7.00 Emmerdale (T) (3315) 

7.30 WALES: inquisition (605) 

7 JO We Can Work it Out Judy Finmgan 
Investigates variations in price of popular 
holidays (605) 

8.00 The BUI: The Better Man A drug sdcfict 
is suspected of comntting an assault on 
a police officer (T) (2063) 

8J0 Undercover Customs (T) (1570) ■ 



Robson Green as Creegan (9pm) 

9430 Touching Evil During the course of an 
investigation into a major international 
paedophile ring, Creegan finds himself 
attracted to a woman who has been 
arrested for the abduction of a child she 
claims «s her own son iTj (4995) 

10.00 News at Ten (T) and weather (12179) 
10.30 Regional News and weather (761808) 
10.45 WALES: Barry Welsh Is Coming 
(589150) 

10.45 The Plain (589150) 

11.15 WALES: Strangely Scientific (586063) 
11.15 The West This Week (586063) 

11.45 WALES: We Can Work it Out (585334) 
11.45 Undercurrents (585334) 

12.15am Tales from the Crypt (7488377) 
12.40 The Jerry Springer Show (rj (7) 
(4701321) 

1J30SFX (2195067) 

1.55 Planet Mirth (2198174) 

2J25 Not Fade Away (6378342) 

3.25 The Chart Show (9754025) 

4.15 Vanessa (9437193) 

4.50 (TV Nightscceen ( 8769667} 

5.30 News (14938) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1.00pm A Country Practice (97421) 

1.30 The Jerry Springer Show (6116763) 
5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (6312808) 
6£5 Central News (402889) 

BJS5-7.00 Uterine (431686) 

10.40 Dharma and Greg (614150) 

11.10 Friday Night Fever (117063) 

11.40 Still In Bed with MeDfnner (515841) 
12.10am Tales from the Crypt (6660700) 

1-25 Not Fade Away (2994396) 

2J30 Customs Classified (1594648) 

3.1 0 Box Office America (99975667) 

3S5 We Can Work It Out (65665822) 
4.05 Central Jobfinder *98 (4719782) 
5.20 Asian Eye (1146648) 




As HTV West except 
12.27 pm-12JJ0 Illuminations (9790179) 
1.00 Drums in the Sun (97421) 

1.30 The Jerry Springer Show (6116763) 
5.10-5 M Home and Away (6312808) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (4B0B2) 
1030 Westcountry News (745860) 

1045 Absolutely Loaded (589150) 

11.15 Putting Power (586063) 

11.45 Midnight Caller (789889) 


As HTV West except 

12.15-1230 Meridian News and Weather 

(6971686) 

5.10-5.40 Home and Away (6312606) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (841) 

030-7.00 Grass Roots (421) 

11X30 Meridian News and Weather (745860) 

10.45 The Pier (690570) 

11.10 The Listings (536334) 

11.15 Go Fishing with John WDson (586063) 

11.45 House of Fun (585334) 

5.00am Freescreen (71396) 

[,;• \wy«reuA-- 

As HTV West except 

12.19pm Anglia Air Watch (9794995) 

1.00-1 30 V an Can Cook (97421) 

5.10-5.40 Shortland Street (6312806) 

(L23 AngBa Weather (536155) 

025 Anglia News (402889) 

055-7.00 What's On (431686) 

10.29 Anglia Air Watch (914860) 

1040 Go Fishing with John Wilson (614150) 
11.10 Cover Story (117063) 

1140 Midnight Caller (421353) 


G 




Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (92976) 
9.00 YsgoUon (285895) 11.30 Powerhouse 
(4889) 12JK)pm Rkdd Lake (66632) 1230 
Sesame Sheet (38605) 1.00 Slot Metthrin 
(11307518) 1.15 Sam Tan (11385773) 1JO St 
Ives (95853063) 1.50 FILM: Santa Fe 
(66690063) 3J30 Chelsea Live (599) 4.00 
FHieen-to-One (334) 4.30 Countdown (518) 
5.00 5 Pump (4421) 5.30 Pet Rescue (570) 
6JX) NewydCUon 6 (858044) 6.10 Heno 
(449976) 7.00 Pobol y Cwm (314570) 7.25 
Talwro Y BeWd (542082) OOO Hwyt y Noson 
Lawen (7155) 830 Newyddlon (9112) 9.00 
Dawson's Creek (2537) 10.00 Killer Net 
(1679518) 11.05 Ardal O'Hanlon Live 
(891063) 12.05am The Party’s Over 

(8753483) 1.05 Dispatches (3776025) 1.50 
□Iwedd (39830396) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.00am The Big Breakfast (92976) 

9.00 Schools: History In Action (2483841) 
9.20 Geographical Eye (2403605) 9-40 
Equinox (1940266) 10.35 News of the 
Week (4624186) 10.50 Express 

(9023082) 1 1.00 Equal Voice. New series 
(6860) 

11.30 Po w erh ou se (7) (4889) 

12.00 Sesame Street Educational programme 
tor pre-school children (66632) 

1230pm Light Lunch with John Torode and 
Sarah Franc& from Peak Practice (46889) 

1.30 D-Day the Sixth of June (1956) Wartime 
romantic drama with Robert Taylor, Dana 
Wynter and Richard Todd. Directed by 
Henry Koster (T) (45792) 

330 Chelsea Live The Flower Show’s general 
public admission day (599) 

4.00 Rfteen-ioOne (I) (334) 

4.30 Countdown (T) (1811686) 

4£5 Rick) Lake: Lies, Lies, Lies (6474112) 

5.30 Pet Rescue (T) (570) 

6.00 Roseanne (r) (I) (711) 

030 Hodyoaks fT) (173) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) (261570) 

7.50 Open Your Mind (470660) 

8.00 Chelsea Flower Show Monty Don and 
the team provid e a g uided tour of the 
annual show (T) (2773) 

9.00 Dispatches Further investigation Into the 
loss of the Gaul, a trawler which sank off 
the Norwegian coast 24 years ago 
(490402) 



Stiafiq Mahmood (9.45 pm) 


9.45 


Short and Cu riles: I Love 
My Mum Buzz, an etghf-year- 
ofd with a drug addict mother (T) 
(350353) 

10.00 Women and Men: Stories of 
Seduction (1990. TVM) Three films 
based on stories of seduction by Mary 
McCarthy. Dorothy Parker and Ernest 
Hemingway, with Elizabeth McGovern. 
Beau Bridges. Peter Bier, James Woods 
and Melanie Griffith. Directed by Frederic 
Raphael. Ken Russell and Tony 
Richardson (T) (610808) 

11-35KS5gga The Party's Over Charting 
Labour's volatile relationship 
with the arts (420624) 

12415 am Michael Hayes Crime drama 
starring David Caruso as a US Attorney 
(1/2) (1) (8287938) 

1.50 Rosalie Goes Shopping (1989) Off-beat 
comedy starring Marianne Sagebrecht, 
Brad Davis and Judge Reinhofd. Directed 
by Percy Adton (8549543) 

3.05 Daddy’s Dyln’, Who’s Got the Witt? 
omm (1990) Black comedy with Beau Bridges, 
Sllall Beverly D'Angelo and Judge Reinhold. 
Directed by Jack Fisk (869174) 

4.50 Bedlam Brltannlca (17971071) 

5l 20 Right to Reply (r) (T) (8207919) 

5J>5 Sesame Street (7197025) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 Is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 7J20 MHz 


6.00am 5 News and Sport (3051889) 

7.00 Wide World (r) (3238150) 

7.30 Mffltshake! (3183624) 

7.35 Wimzle’s House (r) (7033995) 

8.00 Havakazoo (1628686) 

8.30 Oappfedown Farm (r) (1627957) 

9.00 Realm of the Giant Salamander (r) 
(1641537) 

9 JO The Oprah Winfrey Show (r) (9402112) 
10JO Sunset Beach (2108871) 11.10 
Leeza (8914711) 

12.00 5 News at Noon (1621773) 

12.30pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (4318131) 

1.00 The Bold and the Beautiful (3237421) 

1.30 Sons and Daughters (4317402) 

2J00 Open House with Gloria Hunniford 
(3922228) 

3JM100 Per Cent Gold (1692421) 

330 Battle at Apache Pass (1952) with Jeff 
i Chandler, Hugh O'Brien and John Lund. 
Sequel to Broken Arrow, with Chandler 
repeating his role as Cochise the Apache 
leader. The friendship between the 
Apache and the Cavalry is threatened 
when a group of white settlers are 
massacred. Directed by John Sturges 
(3489266) 

5.10 The Oprah Winfrey Show (9860686) 
6 . 001 00 Per Cent (2435537) 

030 Family Affairs Holly sees Jamie stealing 
from Annie's purse (T) (2426889) 

7.005 News (T) (1684402) 

7.30 Realm of the Giant Salamander The 
twilight world of the bat (2415773) 

8.00 Water Rats The body of a teenage boy ts 
found in the boot of car (144S044) 

9.00 Punchline (1988) with Tom Hanks. Sally 
Field and John Goodman. Two comed¬ 
ians, one a brash youngster, the other a 
housewife and mother, dream of stardom 
as stand-ups - and serve a gruelling 
apprenticeship in a comedy club. 
Directed by David Seltzer (T) (22229131) 



Jack Docherty hosts (11.15pm) 

11.15 The Jack Docherty Show Jack hosts 
another 40 minutes of chat music and 
laughter (3661353) 

11.55 The Comedy Network (1386063) 

12.25 am Live and Dangerous featuring 1-35 
US Major League Soccer DC United v 
New York New Jersey Metrostars: 3.00 
International Football (63350919) 

4.40 Prisoner: Cell Block H (1903280) 

5.30100 Per Cent (8942667) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 
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• For further listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7-OOare Talswd Teenage Men fighters 
(27686) 730 Games Worid (678797617.45 
The Simpsons (57082) 8.15 Oprah 

(9642063) UM Hotel (06179) 1800 
Another Wbrtd (35606) 11-00 Oavs of Ciur 
Lives 115841) 12.00 Mamed wah CWdran 
133686) 1230pm M*A*S-H (B9599I 1-00 
Geratdo (60082) ZOO Saly Jessy Raphael 
(12336) 330 Jenny Jones (76315) 430 
Oprah 188150) 5.00 Star Trek: The New 
Geraralen (5286) SAD The Nanny (5421) 
630 Mamed Ctridren (8773) 730 The 
Srnpsore (6895) 730 Red TV (29571 8.00 
America s Oumoea Crtrmafc (23(5) 8M 
Semleld (41501 830 Friends (84334) 940 
Veterica s Closet (72063) 1030Efi (84006) 
1130 Sar Ti«l- The Neal Genersoon 
(36334) 12.00 4dwnan>s d Ned Btesssrg 
(11984) UXtam Long Play (6677^30; 

SKY BOX OFFICE_ 


"To wew any fin ralephone 0990 800888 
Each mm costs £298 per vwrtng 

SKv BOX OFFICE 1 (Tiensponder 26) 
Seraam (T997) 

SKY BOX OfTlCE 2 (Traneponcw 801 
Jungle 2 Jungle (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 3 (Transponder 59) 
Batman and Robin (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 
Every on e Says 1 Love You ( 1996 ) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 

Attorn Ulracte on 34th Street (1973) 
Kl 1 2266} 7jM Back to the Planet of tlw 
Apts (1974) (67412150) 920 FarewWI to 
ftetong (1988) (260O18OB) 11 JDHwBIg 
Green (1935) (28310113 1.00pm CW- 
Tfiroat Island (1995) (8^70) 34» Doar 
Bdflsie (1965) ntwosi SJ» Ttis »g 
Aeon (1996) (4KJ7) 7JM CvtThratf 
1«and (19QS) (32518) 9J» Murder at My 
Door (1006) (70131) KUO Heaven’s 
Prisoners (1906) (13279565) IMOam 
fra My Party (1996) (397025) 230 A 
Woman Scorned B (1998) (257580) 4435 
jjdnce You Heel a Stranger (1996) 
BtCY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

*0Om Easy Living (1337) 134670) 730 
■ n» gong of Bernadette (IMS) 
08933353) 1005 They Flew Alone 
0941} (83092995) 12J0 The EngBshmen 


Who Went Up a HBt, But Came Down ■ 
Mountain (1995) (17711) 2iX3pm Bache¬ 
lor Hat (1962) (26B381 4JJ0 Hart to Hart 
Harts Vi High Season (1986) (81121 6J» 
The EngDshrnan Who Wert Up a HBI. 
But Came Down a Mountain (1995) 
(22147256) 8J00 How to Make an Ameri¬ 
can QuRt (199S) 118883) 10.10 Barb Wire 
(1996) <6688577 11JO md scant Behav¬ 
iour IV (1997) (520131) 1JSam Dw*l 
Family Secrets (1995) (117377) 3.00 It 
Takes TWO (1988) (3479960) 4.20 Bache¬ 
lor Rat (1962) (422342) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4.00pm Along Came Jones (19®) 
(6574976) BM Uttla Monatars (1989) 
(5214599) 8.00 The Abyss (1989) 
(&73S8B9) 1020 The Hustler (1961) 
S63561121 12^5am Cruising (1980) 
(6354396) 2.15 Damn the Defiantt (1961) 
(6820754) 3JBS Unto Monsters (1989) 
(2211700) SJ5 dose 

TNT _ 

aoopm MncMs (1991) (35612841) 
11.00 Heaven with a Gin (198^ 
(86442222) 1.00am Operation Crossbow 
(1966) 03042826) 3JM Irandacla (1981) 
(BB87W67) SOO Close 


SKY SPORTS 1 


7.00am Sports Cne (74516) 730 Wres- 
ling (277081 330 Sports Gertie 1979951 
8X0 Racing News (88247) 9^0 Aemtsca 
(23800) 10JW Fu* Thronte (28841) IttJO 
Crt*El' England v South Ahta—Live 
(5315228) z.30pm Second hongs (4334) 
3,00 Crid*i-England v South Alnca — Ijw 
16377814) 7.00 Sports Centra n 13U 7 JO 
FotnoJ Munrial pS99> 900 S^nth 
pnmera Uga (4113D 10A0 Sports tevra 
(69112) 10.30 Cflcksc England v South 
Urea (13889) 1130am Spws Conus 
(460871 1.00 Fnrniuta Three (60803) 1 JO 
Besting. Ringside (10193) Z30 Spensh 
Pranere Lga (1W4) *30 Sports Cerire 
181396) 5J0 dose 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

7.00affl Aerobics (983368^ 7 JO S^ns 
r&im (9805421) 8JM Rarnq Ns«« 
SSaflVaaO Ftn TV (6416570) 930 
Golf Mastercard Touman *2J^^ 
iztopm Euro Tou weekly l-?0 

World ot Super LfiOgue (^274l»3) 3£0 The 
Story of tfieFA Cup 
ThrotOe (9758608) 6X Rebel Spons 
(B008204) 6-00 Shwfump«g lush wand 


Pro. (1259727) 830 lowle the PGA Tour 
(7554119) 730 Trans wtrtd Sport 
(3045082) 830 Formula THrae (97457321 
630 Inside r/w PGA T M r (97JJS9&? 930 
Got The Ceicmai — Ue (3C0188911130 
Bo»ng Ringside (98023341 1200 Trans 
World Sport 18222648) 1.00am 

Stawiranping Insh Grand Rrrr (8917938) 
130 Sport? Centre 13 776613) 2.00 Close 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12.00 vyrestfcig (58391624) 1.00pm FHh 
TV 150377044) 230 Snooker Pols ot Gold 
(5204WQD) 2.30 Odoe Davies' Sporting 
Heroes 1647173531 330 Rugbv Lee^je 
Academy (62371995) 430 Espni 

(57887773; 530 Wrestling (S2O5OB80) &J30 
Sports Cenire (57608266) 630 Formula 
Three (57609618* 730 Firii TV (35835792) 
8.00 Boxmg Rncwde 135611112) 930 
Shpwnimpra Irish Grand Pi« 126323841) 
930Rebet Sptrts (E83B2353] 1030 Bobby 
Chnrton s Fooitiali ScraptxJOh (77200222) 
1130 Close 

EUROSPORT __ 

730am ArNencs 193247) 830 Spoils Car 
(B3247) 830 Football (45976) 11.00 Fou¬ 
nd 157841) 12-00 Football' Road 10 the 

Worid Qjp (21528) 130pn» Mowra 110150) 
230 Uve Cycling (82889) 430 Terere 
(20150) 5.00 Lhro imem^tonal U2* FooitjaB 
(7857018.30 Football (4711) 7.00 Uw U21 
FfKioaS {TfiJIS) BM Basing (6B31S1030 
Pool bat Rood vo World CXp 155334] 1130 
Mrtora (Wb3| 1230am Close 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Never Twam (5753976) 735 
Nechbour, (738295?) 830 Ciossioa* 
(JS13686) B3S EasiEndos (7328421J 9.00 
The Bril (7174353) 930 Howards' Way 
12093131) 1030 Stidlev MI567921 1030 
The SrAvans (7170637) 1130 Cafiuesy 
0233421) 1230 Crossroads (27665537) 
1235pm (27868624) 12J3 

EasiEndera (68910601130 Some MUhas 
DO -A«' 'Em (7B10334) 235 Open Ail Hours 
P305624] 245 Dangerfietd (8235670) 3A5 
The BIB (4960808) 4.15 Juf«l Bravo 
(43278266) 530 EastEnders 0548150) 
yen gig Beak (2955452) 630 The B<H 
(7630518) 7M Last di the Summer Whe 
(54956081 7 jW Tes. Mmciuf (50115701 
a jn May to December (1261709) 930 
Bugs (426632661 103S MrWa (7424334) 
11.05 Uw ai Jongleurs (72232281 1135 
NOT ire Tire O'Ctod. News jl8li529) 
12.05am To Be ihe Bast 1309607)) 130 

TheEouaicci (901l754i24OShoopmg 



Winona Ryder in How to &take mi American QuHt {Screen 2,8pm) 


GRANADA PLUS 


830am The Boa (8834268) 730 E* 
Mysienes and Scandals (2261353) 730 
Coranacun S( <2?-M66fl &00 Bind Date 
(6141624) 8.00 Haddgh (6674570) 1030 
The Saw (2248044) 1130 Hawad B»0 
(2266808) 1230 Coronation St (7663178) 
1230pm Fences (5312402) 130 A fine 
ftsmance (3260624) 130 On the Buses 
(5311773) 2.00 Hacfagh (7226334) 3-00 
Dempsey ana Mak^aara (6943247) 430 
Hawafe Five-0 (6956082) 5-00 The Stint 
(4904150) 830 F amass. (11930B2) 630 
CoronaiKjn Si (11B4334) 7.00 Doctor in 
Charge (4912179) 730 Srgtas (118(B1« 
830 Dempsey and Makepeace (7336334) 
930 Coronation St (6951266) 9l30 The 
New Comedars (533Z266) 1030The Saint 
(7326957) HJB Men & Motors (9140131) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

530pm Btod&eters (52046886) 530 
Gnrftx* (57683957) 630 Byker Grow 
1576735701 630 A Coirtv ftactice 
1578971501 730 London frdga 

(52LB9150) -730 Desmond s (57693334) 
830 The Bounder (52035570) 830 Thti'c 
Low (52054605) 9.00 Hose aptirel the 
Odds (35646806! 1030 Auf Wfedersehen. 


Pet (356499851 1130 Si Bsewhora 

(36283605) 1230 Doctor Down Under 
(17800826) 1230801 Tties at the Line* 
pecM (59456700) 130 0088 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

&30am Under me Utrento Tree &30 
Jungle Cubs 730 Rece38 730 Pepper Am 
8.00 Band Sparfang New Doug 830 
Tmon and Pumbaa 930 Aladdin: The 
Series 930 Quack Pack 1030 Moure aid 
Mote 1038 Anuang Animats 1030 Sesa¬ 
me Struct 1130 Wme the PMh 1135 
A^Bbe) Cosito 1230 UAo Hppo 
12.10pm Let's M^teJ 12.15 Arvnti Shell 
1230 ftosto and Jm 1235 Srrel Stones 
1230 Bear In the Big B4e House 120 
Wtnrte me Pooh 135 CWp 'n' Me 230 
Gaol 7nB[> Z30Jun& Ohs 3.00 town 
and Punbaa 330 Brand Speri-ng New 
Doug 430 Pepper Ann 430 ftecass S30 
Srrart Guy B30 Sudani Bodes BOO Teen 
Angst 630 Boy Meets Worid 730 RLII: 
The IncredHe Genfe 630 The Wonder 
930 Twched by an Angel 10.00 

dose 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

6.00am Power Rangers Zee 630 Row 
Raiders Zeo730 X Men 735 Casper 735 


SpKlermen 830 CoKebifnps 825 Sam 
and Max 835 Bg Bad Berntaborgs 800 
Masked Briar 930 Gnmm'B Fairy Tales 
looo Ptxxxnc mao Pbw Pan iiao 
OWer Timsi 1130 HucHabeny Firm 1230 
Gutver's Travtis 1230pm Etid 
Stravaganza 1232 The Mouse and the 
Monger 1234 Casper 136 Temtie 
ThurvJerfcardB 1.18 Sam and Max 130 
Extreme Heroes 230 Eagle Rktera 230 
Coran Ihe Adventurer 830 SVysurier 
StrkefcxcB S30 Dorfcey Kong Country «30 
Butsu ol AEen Detectors: Double Bill 430 
Casper 530 Goosebumps 535 Eene, 
indane 530 Sam and Max 800 
Gaosetunpe 825 Eerie, tntiana 850 
Toonsyivania 730 Close 

CARTOON NETWORK 

AD your imourha cartoons broadcast bom 
S30am to 930pm, seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

£30nm Cam Ducfcua 830 Grtmmy 730 
Hey Arnold' 730 Rupara 800 Doug 830 
Arthur 930 C BBC 1030 Vftnzie's How 
1030 Bora-1130 The Magic Sdwct Bus 
1130 PB BoarAWe Red Tractor/Mr 
MeryWagfc Momam 1230 Rugrats 
1230pm Brie's Cries 1.00 Baroos to 
Pytsmas 130 Frankfln 230 Line Beer 
Sorias 230 C0BC 800 CBBC 330 Doug 
430 P^pl L3n^tDCktng 430 Rug>Bt3 530 
Sister Saw 530 Kenan&Xd 830 Sabrina 
the Teenage Witch 830 Moesha 7.00 Close 

TROUBLE _ 

730m Biman 730 Earthworm jyn 830 
CaNfomia Dteems 830 hang TVne 830 
Ready or Not 830 Hgattbrstii High 1030 
Echo Para 1130 Batman 1130 EanhMwn 
jm 1230 Sweat 1230pm Heatons* rtrfi 
130 Erfo Ptint 230 HoByotis 230 Btacl 
330 Sweat 330 Caltomb Dreams 430 
Ready a Nor 430 Saved by (he Bel 530 
Hrfyoaks 830 USA Ugh 800 hang Time 
630 Bangs 845 On the Moke 730 Sswd 
By the Bsri 730 USA H«h 800 One 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Crosses 530 Family Days Out 
845 Fanriy Fortunes 830 Cachphrase 
7.15 FiltBarMfrOraj 735 Fanriy Days Out 
735 The Crystal Maze 815 Stnxa a Lucky 
1030 3-2-111.15 SU*y Morons i>i Tow 
1230Sate ti the Gerauy 1230em Hans ol 
the west 130 The Fal Guy 230 Brother 
jate 330 Snowy Rwr The McGregor 
Sags 430 The Big Valley 530 Saeenshop 


BRAVO 


800pm The A-Teem (9412624) 800 Real 
Stones' ol the Higrway Panel (8059518) 
830 Cop® C0J817S) 1030The Basement 
(1448880) 10.15 Bravo's Brieto (1443315) 
1030 Rad Shoe DwteS (7166334) 1130 
FILM: Henry: Portrat ot a Serial Kilter 
(1988) (6484334) 130am Beverly NHs 
Bordello (7193667) 130 Red Shoe Dianes 
(6368342) 230 Real Stories at the'H.^way 
Patrol (6311445) 230 CopC (63232K)) 330 
FILM: Drcantixwt (1987) (6845209) 800 
The A-Teem (5133464) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Cosby (9773) 730 Roseame 
13841) 800 Grace Under fire (8421) 830 
Caralne in the Ony (4226) 800 Cybti 
(398(B) 930 Plan (71042) 1800 Fraser 
(900B2) 1830Cheera (764(C) 1130 Monty 
Python's Ftyng Qrcue (3435311130 Mad 
for It (55996) 1230 Nrases (B2377) 
1230am H'3 Gany Shanc»ng(s Show 
(4483B1 130 Raster (684451130 Chaere 
(67303) 230 Caroline In ihe Qty (38209) 
230 Mad tar it (1771B) 330 Roseanne 
(88209) 330 CyM (31396) 430 Close. 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

830pm Ouarnum Leap (3044880) 930 PS 
Factor Chraradee ol the Paranormal 
(3064624) 1800 FI Life invaders from 
Mara (1B86) (71746SB) 12.00 SghOngs 
(10915S1) Ijnem The Bionic Woman 
(2366532) 230 Friday ihe 13to (9127G23) 
800 Tales ol Ihe Unexpected (7256261) 
300 Dark Shadows (7706377) 430 Ctose 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am Sorely Parting &30 The Garden 
Show 1030 Garden Calendar 1030 New 
Yankee Woricshop 1130 Re* Hurt's Fisting 
World 1130 Homettne 1230 The Dose 
Gude 1230pm This Old House 130 
CooteboullJO Fmiiufc on the Mato 2.00 
Hammer S Home 230 Period Rooms 330 
Two's CouSry 3L30 Home Agtin wlh Bob 
Vte 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Hah ftorU G Ftehrg Wcrid 4-30 
Bush Tucker Man 530 first Ffi^iE 530 
Tma TraweSers 630 Animal Doctor 630 
walk on the WOd Side 730 Dtsaster 630 
ScBrca fianoars 930 Fhghilne 930 Ulra 
Science 1800 Forensic Daectwes 1130 
Prote&tionafe 1230 Fast FBghrs 1230am 
DrsatiBi 130 Crocodte Hurter ZOO Close 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm figuring for Ararats (6863773) 
730 Vlsare ti Ihe Deep (7055601) 830 
More Mo Good- The Grey Sea 16872421) 
a30 Shipwrecks- A Natural History 
(6868228! 800 Worlds Apart (5715537) 
830 Extreme Earth (5391518) 1030 
ThroWeman (8936995) 1130 Lions ti foe 
African Night (6616156) 1230 Backlash « 
ihe Wild (3318919) IJXtem Close 

TRAVEL (CABLE) _ 

1230 The Grea Escape 1230pm The 
Wonderful World Ot Tam 130 Sports 
Safaris 130 The Food Lover's Gisde To 
Aietttiia 230On Tour230 Ffoyd On Spain 
330 The People And Places CU awca 330 
Whtdier's Worid 430 On Top 01 The World 
530 Sports Safaris 530 Aspects Ot Die 
800 The Food Lover’s Guide To Ausirafia 
630 On Tour 730 The Great Escape 730 
The Wonderful World Ol Tom 830 Go 
Portugal 830 The Ftavous Ol France 930 
Mtirong 7030 On The Homer 1030 Far 
Friiu Floyd 1130 Aspects Ot Lite 1130 
Whchar's world 1230 dose 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Sea Power (6129686) 530 Weap¬ 
ons ai WSr 0735316) 630 Ancient 
Mysteries (867380817.00 Btgraphy Sutta- 
bE* (3045082) 830 Ctasa 

CARLTON FOOD (CABLE) 

aJXtam Food Nehwvk Deity 930 Food (or 
Thoutft 1030 Who's Cocking Darner? 
1830 What's Cocking? 1130 Wonan 
Thompson Coot® 1130 Graham Ken's kb- 
cten 1230 Food Network Daly 1230pm 
Catttean Ugto 130 Food tor Thought 
130 Ideti Heme Ootia 230 Ptftea Pasta 
wth Akto Z» 230 Food Ntiwotfc Daiiy 330 
A Year at Balymtioe 230 Wbrrei Thomp¬ 
son Cooks 430 From the Gifted Up 430 
Travoto a la Cafe 530 Oose 

LIVING _ 

Trey Lmg 800 Rotonda 850 
fteedy. Steady. Cook 1030 The Young and 
the Raetess 1130 Bratiside 1130 Jkn- 
nys 1230pm Antoel Rescue 1230 Rese¬ 
ts 9i1 135 Kan to Hart 220iivreg it Up/ 
330Rotonda 4.1 o Tcmpesit 530The Heal 
.is On 630 Ready. Steady, Cook 6,10 jerry 
Spnrger 7.00 Rescue 911 730 Mysienes. 
Magic and Mnactea 030 Adienain Junkies 
930 nut murder on the Rio Grande 
1135 Jerry Springer 1230 Ctose 
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RACING 45 

Napoleon’s Sister 
proves her worth 
at Goodwood 


SPORT 


THURSDAY MAY 211998 


HOCKEY 46 

Australia look to 
Annan’s lead in 
defence of title 



Captain seeks to restore lost confidence in one-day series against South Africa 


Hollioake puts on 
his thinking cap 


V ■ 







IF THERE is an ideal time 
and place for Adam Hollioake 
to confront and correct the 
precarious nature of his pos¬ 
ition as the England one-day 
captain, this morning at the 
Oval is it On his home 
ground and against an 
underprepared South Africa, 
Hollioake has the opportunity 
to restore lost confidence — 
both his own and that of those 
who must judge him. 

England lost four consecu¬ 
tive one-day games before the 
dose of their Caribbean tour 
and Hollioake could not be 
exempt from blame. By his 
own admission, his captaincy 
lost the flair for hunch and 
instinct that had set him apart. 
It has taken some solitary 
soul-searching to straighten 
his mind and the faith of the 
selectors to permit him this 
fresh chance. 

ft has not begun as he would 
have wished. Graham 
Thorpe, the rock around 
which England build so many 
innings, has suffered a recur¬ 
rence of back trouble and is 
most unlikely to be fit A 
phone call late on Tuesday 
evening recruited Nasser 
Hussain to the squad: after a 
month of disillusionment he is 
set for what remarkably, 
would be his one-day debut in 
this country. 

This disruption apart Eng¬ 
land approach the first of 
three Texaco Trophy games 
with justifiable optimism, 
based partly on their own 
formidable record in this com- 


By Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 


petition and partly on the fact 
that South Africa will logically 
be some way short of their 
peak. They arrived only ten 
days ago and their limited- 
overs warm-up has comprised 
two facile victories against 
undemanding opposition. 

The weather, at least has 
been kind to them but they are 
marginally less acclimatised 
than were the Australians last 
summer, when an ultimately 
triumphant tour sustained se¬ 
rious early damage with a 30 
reversal in the Texaco games 
and defeat in the first 
Test 

Hansie Cronje. the South 
Africa captain, spoke positive¬ 
ly yesterday when asked about 
the self-made predicament of 
his team. “I do believe it is 
possible for us to be at our 
best though we would have 
struggled if the weather had 
not been so good. We’ve done 
ail we wanted to in the past 


DETAILS 


ENGLAND fbxyn}: A J HcOcete (cant). N V 
Krfttt. A J Stewart C J Adams. N Hussar. 
D L Maddy. M A Ealsm. C C Lewis. A F 
Gitse. R D B Craft, D Gough. G P Thope. A 
D Brawn, ARC Baser. 

SOUTH'AFRICA (probable}- W J Cronfe 
fcapn. G Kirsten, G F j Uabenberg, J H 
KdJfc, D J QifrarU N Rhodes. S M 
Pdkxk. M V Boucher, L Khsenar. P L 
Syrncoc. A A Donald 

Umpires P Wley and J C Bakferatone. 
TMrd umpire: R JiAai Match referee: 
Jared Bun (PaMsiai) 

TELEVISION: Lire coverage, Sky Sports t 
no 30am to 7pm). Hghnghb. BBC2 (B to 
9pm) Rada Ure corerage. Rado 4 (tong- 
ware orty), Iram 10.45am 



Graham Gooch, right gives Darren Maddy a hand 





No 1411 


ACROSS DOWN 

2 Bridgetown its capital (Q I First man into space (7) 

6 Bargain overprice (6) 2 Leave (m will) (8) 

S Area of authority, of exper- 3 Lady's top (6) 

tise(6) 4 First Englishman round 

9 One raised (John); a beggar world (SI 

(Luke) (7) 5 An upper bouse (6) 

10 Aroma trail (5) 7 Majesty; God's - (Hopkins) 

12 Merchant sailing ship (101 (SI 

16 (Chair) padding (10) H Judgment yardsticks (S) 

18 Conscious (of) (5) 13 Unit of air pressure (8) 

20 Throb, osdllaie (?) 14 Liable to snap (7) 

21 Water down (6) 15 'Came down; sort of gentry 

22 Land for crops (6) (6) 

23 Confusion: ailment (8) 17 Annoy, bother (6) 

19 African range; sort of book 
(51 

SOLUTION TO NO 1410 

ACROSS: I Hepburn 5 Brawl 8 Whisk 9 Tighten 10 Halt 
marathon 12 Refute 14 Washer 17 Hadrian'S Wall 
21 Anguish 22 Rejig 23 Batch 24 Tonsure 
DOWN: 1 Hawthorn 2 Phial 3 Unkempt 4 Nature 
5 Bigot 6Antioch 7 Link 11 Prologue 13 Fraught 15 Also- 
ran 16 Cachet ISReitfa 19 Anjou 20 Barb 


THE ■=5vr> ilMLS BOOKSHOP 


NEW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW AVAILABLE! 

Tht Tunes TwCrrowonls (Book 7-12.99). The Tima Croorofdi (Boot 70 Cnpoc-Q.<W 
iff rnoaMaiOn Cmss u ntdt Bo# J trawtthMePTkng readers far tag HffETMW! 

w^crerpfasIaB&wHTbe^Tims Bookshop. 

The Term Crewww Cl ium Ui on disk mav aim he tzdnrd. nfeh free defttm. alum: 


week and modem itineraries 
are such that we don't seek 
much cricket before the 
internationals-” 

His team selection has been 
simplified, if cruelly, by the 
shoulder injury that has 
dispatched Roger Telemadius 
back home. His replacement. 
Steve Eiworthy, does not ar¬ 
rive until Saturday and South 
Africa will retain the side that 
beat Kent an Tuesday, their 
batting order open to the 
improvisation of promotion 
for Lance Klusener or Pat 
Symoox. 

England could be intimidat- 
ed a if they studied one-day 
records too closely. South Afri¬ 
ca undertook 22 internation¬ 
als during the winter and won 
18 of them, including five in 
succession against Australia. 
They have also won their past 
six one-day games against 
England and Cronje’s figures 
as captain are an impressive 
65 wins from 87 games. 

The bookmakers are firmly 
in the South Africa corner, 
quoting them at 4-7 for the 
series, but with six consecutive 
Texaco Trophies behind them 
and a squad chosen specifical¬ 
ly for the assignment Eng¬ 
land are anything but forlorn 
outsiders. 

Hollioake, intent on being 
true to himself again after 
acting on too much external 
advice in the West Indies, 
looked relaxed and sounded 
confident in the Oval sunshine 
yesterday. “South Africa are 
arguably the best one-day side 
in the world but their players 
have got heartbeats, just like 
ours,” he said. “We didn’t play 
very well in the Caribbean, 
but everyone has forgotten 
about that now." 

In his case, of course, that is 
not entirely true. and. beneath 
the brash facade, Hollioake is 
sensitive to die imperatives of 
his position. He has been 
reappointed only for this se¬ 
ries and. should things go 
badly wrong, command could 
pass to the Test-match cap¬ 
tain, Alec Stewart, before the 
August triangular series. 

“I don’t fed I’m ot trial but 
everyone keeps talking about 
it so I suppose I am, really," he 
said with a grin. “Pressure is 
something you put on yourself 
and if you don't feel ft. it isn’t 
there. I didn’t captain very 


well in the Caribbean. 1 made 
mistakes, as everybody does 
now and again. 

*T could look back on it in 
two ways. 1 could sit and sulk 
about what happened or just 
get on with tilings. Itft doing 
tiie latter, and I’m aware that 
people are investing in me and 
letting me grow into the job. If 
I don7 learn when things go 
wrong, I am wasting every¬ 
one’s time.” 

Hollioake feels he was re¬ 
stricted in the West Indies by a 
bowling attack that lacked 
variety. "We were a bit samey. 
I could put Mark Ealham on. 
or Matthew Fleming, or my¬ 
self. but it was all similar stuff. 
That is whore we gain here 
from having the likes of Lewis. 
Gough and Giles." 

The first two named are 
sure to play today, sharing the 
new ball, and the sight of 
Gough's shiny, happy face has 
already been a tonic to all in 
and around the team after his 
frustrating winter’s absence. 


S Africa’s wild card 

Notts untied- 

Extra Cover- 


Giles could displace Flem¬ 
ing as England’s bowling all- 
rounder if ft is thought that the 
Oval pitch merits two spin¬ 
ners. Cronje described the 
look of the surface as "awe¬ 
some" and it is likely to follow 
the pattern of tiie last four one- 
day internationals on the 
ground, which have produced 
first-innings scores of302.306, 
291 and Australia's inadequate 
249. 

Thorpe could be sorely 
missed: His lower back, which 
first went into spasm during 
the Barbados Test match in 
Man*, let him down again on 
Sunday, as he practised at 
Southampton, and by yester¬ 
day he was sore and inhibited. 

Wayne Morton, the Eng¬ 
land physiotherapist, did not 
discount the prospect of a 
recovery by this morning but 
talk of scans suggested that 
the chance is remote. It is 
hardly a good omen that 
Thorpe played in the one 
limited-overs victory in the 
Caribbean, returning home 
before the four defeats. A bad 
break for him, though, is a 
good break for his dose friend, 
Hussain. 
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Sparkling form; Alec Stewart the England Test captain, practises his shots in the Oval nets yesterday 


Hakkinen senses cloud on the 
horizon in Schumacher domain 


AR Fafemwth. THII ZfX. DeUvcryinWAttiyieaJwbfxtkinaiiJbitttY. 


MIKA HAKKINEN might 
have strolled familiar streets 
yesterday just a few miles 
from his home, but he was 
walking the domain of Mich¬ 
ael Schumacher. The Monaco 
Grand Prix belongs to 
Schumacher. No driver on the 
grid has been more successful 
than the Goman here, with 
three wins in die past four 
years and qualification for the 
front row for the past five. 

If he wants to impose his 
psychological will over 
Hakkinen to prevent him 
from running away with this 
year’s championship, this is 
the place to do it. Hakkinen 
has been singularly unsuc¬ 
cessful at Monaco as a Formu¬ 
la One driver, managing only 
a sixth place since 1992, 
inducting an ignominious exit 
an the second lap eft last year’s 
grand prix. 

The world championship 
leader, who is 12 points ahead 
of his German rival, knows 
that the tight, twisting streets 
erf tiie tiny Principality are the 
place where a driver of 
Schumachers calibre can 
overcome the deficiencies of 
his car. 

As he strolled down to the 
harbour yesterday afternoon. 
Hakkinen looked up at the 
douds hanging on the tops of 
the mountains that rise from 
the sea and remembered that 
Monaco also usually provides 
its own threat to the driver 
who presumes that the domi¬ 
nation of his machine will be 
enough to emerge victorious: 
the weather. 

A downpour last year 
showed just how the formbook 
can be upset as Hakkinen and 
team-mate Coulthard crashed 
out, Rubens Bamchelto look 
his Stewart Ford into second 
place behind Schumacher for 
his team’s best result so far in 


From Kevin Eason in Monaco 


its short life, a performance 
that earned the Brazilian driv¬ 
er the reward of a new Rolex 
watch from Jackie Stewart 


again on Sunday: “Who 
knows, especially if it rains?" 
he wondered. 

Everyone here, though, 


Barrichello. understand- knows thai Schumacher, with 
ably, said he was “anxious" to an improved Ferrari this 


get into his car for practice 
today to discover whether the 
Stewart Ford can be a threat 


• v ^ P-Sty X 


weekend within touching dis¬ 
tance of the superior McLaren 

and encouraged by even a few 


\.;£X R" 


tR AND PRiX BE MON. 



Man in front Schumacher discusses his run of success 
in Monaco with Hakkinen more than a casual observer 


drops of rain, would be a 
strong threat 

The Ferrari has yet more 
modifications on display, phis 
new Goodyear tyres that 
Schumacher believes will help 
him here, while the huge 
aerodynamic advantage en¬ 
joyed by the McLarens so far 
will be of little aid to 
Hakkinen. The man at the 
wheel will also be an impor¬ 
tant factor, particularly if the 
weather plays its part and 
Schumacher is the proven 
driver at Monaco. 

"If we are within a few 
tenths of a second, we have a 
chance," Schumacher said. "1 
guess we will be closer here. 
There is a higher risk involved 
on this circuit but we have to 
work on a package that is 
going to work at every circuit, 
not just here." 

Hakkinen. at least, could 
enjoy the view and the adula¬ 
tion that goes with being the 
world championship leader as 
he mingled with crowds out¬ 
side the Formula One pad- 
dock. He can go on enjoying 
his superiority so long as he 
does not commit another error 
on Sunday and allow Schu¬ 
macher the chance to daw 
bade into the title race. 

"It is nice to be at home." 
said Hakkinen. "but it has 
been really ted for me in races 
here. Over many years. 1 have 
had strange situations with 
mechanical failures and 
accidents. 

“I have to drive a clean race: 
set up the car right in practice, 
get a good place in qualifying 
and then make sure 1 dom get 
involved in anything that will 
stop me finishing. I love 
raring in Monaco, but ii is a 
hectic time and it is a big 
challenge to keep your head 
and not make a mistake in the 


Take the time to listen and you'll 
hear what people are really saying. 



























